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TO MRS. MOORE. 



London, July 4, 1809. 



/ / 



MX .P£AR AND HONOUREQ MOTHER, 



. t 






To you 1 dedicate this account 
of the late Campaign in Spain ; whefe your 
eldest S6n quitted life in the manner he had 
Always asj)lred to. ' 

BcSng unahle to write what was worthy 
of him, I have collected the fitcts, and 9.r- 
ranged the materials, to enable Historians to 
do him justice. . ../v ; 

Should they enter into his private charac- 
ter, theiy ought to represent him as a man 
who felt for his Father and Mother filial 
piety V €(nd'f(D^ his Sister and Brothers frater- 
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nal affection : who was fitithiul in friendship, 
and in his intercourse with the world was 
guided by honour. 

When they shall display those qualities 
and actions which properly belong to the 
province of History, if truth be observed, he 
must be described ias exercising Ws g^tiiufe'in 
the profession of Arms for the ^rvice of his 
Country, to which, he had d^vojejd hi^.Jff^pi^ 
Finally, he must be shewn leading .on. tp^yic-, 
tory a British army, which lie ti^j5[ pjfe^^i^/&A 
by his wisdom,, and falling gljirripffsly, iUt^the 
front of battle ! . . < ^ oJ i , 

The contemplation of what he,Wief^, i^ jpPl^i? 




••••V-j /one of his Brothers, and ^ . i, ,.. 

Your affectionate Son,' 

JAME^ MOOIHBi 
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PREFACE. 



CaSBBBSSS 



There is here presented to tlie> Public, perhaps, the 
Blost authentic fragment of History On record : for 
Sir. John Moore kept a journal of- kis 'proce^diiigsj 
and^.-with ah exactness unusual in a military man,- 
preserved every official paper, or lettiir of importance, 
which he received, together with copies of those whJch 
he wrote; 

. ' All these documents the author has in his p066essiQn> . 
and he has, besides, had the opportunity bf acquiring - 
fiiU information respecting ihe events. He could not 
misrepresent them, had he been so inclined, without 
being- exposed to immediate detection ; but he is utidet* 
ho temptation feither to'disguise or to conceal any part 
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of the conduct of the person in whom he is most deeply 
interested. His only wish has heen to make a full dis- 
closure ; and with this view he has, as much as possible, 
made every individual concerned explain himself by 
his own letters; which, together with other docu- 
ments, are selected and arranged in the order adapted 
to elucidate the facts. 

There is also given a connecting narrative; and such 
reflections are added as naturally arose out of the 
transactions. 

The intermin^ing of a multitude of letters with the 
narration, though not the most concise, is certainly 
the most candid mode of describing the Campaign; 
for, if a felse inference be drawn, the reader can immex 
diately discover it. 

One disagreeable consequence, however, is likely 

.'.••••';•'*; .to be produced by so open an explanation: it may 

;.•>•'' .//.'v ;' Wt^ite those whose conduct cannot bear investigation. 

* '•;..7,'v.* ''The love of tranquillity, his professional avocations, and 

'••/ his private interest, would have Mndered the Author 

from undertaking so laborious a work, and engaging 

in such vexatious hostility, had he noit been urged 

Iqrward by an impulse superiot to these combuied 
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motivies. He could viot remain passive when his 
Brother's memory was assailed by ungenerous attacks 
and da»t insinuations. * The sufferers from this pub- 
lioaf ion ought to bear in recollection, that the Author 
only acts defensively; and they should point their 
indignation against the first assailants, who are the 
original cause of any mortification they may endure. 

Although the reason for composing this work is 
of a private nature, yet it cannot fail being of public 
utility both to Spain and Great Britain ; for success in 
future operations is more likely to be obtained, when 
there is a competent knowledge of the past. 

As many original documents are incorporated with 
the narrative, as were considered requisite to explain 
clearly the transactions^ without embarrassing the 
reader with repetitions. 

The whole correspondence with Mr. Frere is given, 
except two useless letters from him, which were never 
received by the General, and which on that account 
were considered as improper to be published. 

All Sir John Moore's dispatches to the Secretary of 
State are placed in the Appendix ; the omissions, which 
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are very few, and quite immatenal to the publick, are 
marked by blank spaces. 

The Spanish Documents in : their own language, 
and Translations of the French letters, are also given 
in the Appendix. 
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AN ACCOUNT 

THE X^TE CAMPAIGN 

OF TH» 

BRITISH ARMY IN SPAIN, 

COMMAND£I> BT 

HIS EXCELLENCY 
LIE UT.'GENERAL SIR JOHN MOORE, K.B, 

&c. &c. &c. 



Although The King ai^a the British Nation have prodained 
thjeir admiration of Sir John Moore as loudly as of zsay of the most dish 
tinguished military characters that preceded him: yet, like, the Grea^ 
and Good of every age, he has not escaped the insiimations of Enyy, 
even after terminating an illustrious career by a moert glorious dea^ 
The effects of .Caliunny against so noble a character can ,be-of &Q 
long duration ; but during that period . the Relatives and 'Friewdg 
suffer, and the uninformed part of the Publick retnain, in somft 
degree, in suspence* * It is, "therefore, incumbent on a. Btother by 
unfolding, the truth to prove to all, that the pretended facts upoB 
which thei^malignaiit r^resentations were founded, isJ-e utterl^^ 
false. 

This plain narrative, extracted from his own Journal^ a^tb^ntk^ted 
by cri^nal documents, official records, and th^ rejpor^ af $taff Offi- 
cers, will give to his beloved countrymen some faiottid^a-^f the.zetd; 
valour, and skill, with whic;h he s^yed.th^m. , ,.,,,. • Jir;.;.^ ^.A i^Ji 

B 
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Few private men have risen to so conspicuous a station as that 
filled by Sir John Moore with fewer enemies. This was chiefly 
owing to his modest and unassuming manners, to firmness tempered 
with kindness towards those under his command, and to a conduct 
to all scrupulously just. He spent his life in the army; and his 
popularity, both among Officers and Soldiers, never was exceeded. 
But universal approbation never was attained by Man : and it must Vt;//. 

be admitted that with Politicians he was not sufficiently pliant to \ .'V^<*' 
be always equally approved of by them. >^''*' - V • 

The mystery in which the transactions in Sweden were involved^ '. ..^r'VC 

gave the lovers of detraction an opportunity too tempting to be •'!'"•; 

neglected. . \ . i •'! ' 

Should it become necessary, the conduct of Sir John Moore at ' 1 ;*>V.^^ 
that Court can be most satisfactorily explained. But all that shall 
at present be communicated is, that, in the month of May 180S, . > -i^C?;« 
tie was entrusted with the command of ten thousand men to assist 
Sweden against a combined attack from Russia, France, and v C'jS 

Denmark. 

On the 17th of May this army reached Gottenburgh; and it waB -r^V 

soon intimated that the troops were not to be permitted to land ; the . r! I^V*' v 

soldiers and horses, consequently, remained tossing on board the r'-.TiA./, 

crowded transports. Sir John Moore prudently suppressed the ••<"-.;: 
feelings excited by so inhospitable a reception^ so opposite from 
what he had been led to expect : and he repaired to Stockholm to 
communicate his orders, and to concert measures for the security of 
Sweden. Qe there found to his surprise, that, although the Swedish 
army was quite inadequate even for defensive operadous, His ! •/V> 

Majesty's thoughts were entirely bent on conquest. ^ \;^' V 

It was first proposed that the British should remain in their shi|)8^ ?; i-^VT.' 
tiB some Swedish regiments were collected at Gottenburghj and ^ .V.^^r"?' 
that the combined forces should land and conquer Zealand. ?^^<>^^^:^'" 









i.-v I?* 



.-->vv 






■ ^. .. . * 
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Upon an examination of this plan, it was acknowledged,. that thei 
Island of Zealand^ besides containing several strong fortresses^ tvas 
filled with a far superior regular force to any that could be assembled. 
And also that the Island of Funen >vas full of French and Spanish 
troops, which could not be hindered from crossing over in small 
bodies. Sir John Moore, in the mildest and most respectful manner^ 
represented, that these diilficulties seemed too great to be surmounted 
by the bravest troops. 

It was next proposed^ that the British alone should land in RussiaA 
Finland ; storm a fortress, and take a position there. 

This ^notion was still more preposterous than the former : and 
Sir John Mi>Qte endeavoured to prove that ten thousand British were 
insufficient to encounter the principal force of the Russian Empirei. 
\yliich could quiekly be brought against them at a point so near 
Petersburgh. 

K The objections which he was obliged to make to these, and to 
another scheme equally impracticable, drew upon him the retent* 
ment of his Swedish Majesty, who arrested him in his Capital. He, 
however, with considerable address, withdrew from the thraldom of 
Sweden without committing his Government : and, conformably to 
his instructions, brought back the army to England. 

At his return, he was honoured with the approbation of the. 
Ministers and of his Sovereign: indeed, there is no doubt, that^ 
with a Greneral possessed of less good sense and political firmness^ 
tibe Anny would have been exposed to inevitable destruction. 
. After having acted both in the Mediterranean and in * Sweden as 
Commander in Chief, Sir John Moore was now superseded by Sir 
Harry Burrard ; and he received the Secretary of State's Orders to 
sierve in Portugal, as Third in Command. 

There are few Generals in the British service who would not have 
resigned upon such treatment. But, superior to modem military 
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cjtiquette^ he possessed a large portion of the antient Roman spirit : 
fbr he^has been heard to declare^ that he would never refbse serving 
his Country while he was able ; and that if TRie King command^, 
him to act as an Ensign, he would obey. 

In conformity to this patriotic principle, after resigning his com- 
niland at Portsmouth to Sir Harry Burrard, he sailed in the fleet to 
Portugal on the 31st of May. 

Two Generals so circumstanced, seldom live very amicably toge- 
Aer : but Sir John Moore, instead of behsmng with dry reserve 
towards the person who was thus placed over him, evinced to Silt 
]&ai^ the deference due to his CoQimanding' Officer y and behaved 
^th' so much good humour, that they liii^ together in perfect 
hatniooy. 

'This army did not arrive In Portugal till after ih»^ battle of Vimeira, 
and the subsequent armistice. These transactions, therefore, da 
iteN: -^come within the scope of this narrativew Yet it is proper to 
mention that Sir John Moore^ ui>on learning the particulars erf the- 
a&tien, bestowed warm praises upon Sir Arthur Wdlesley. He: 
decided to Sir Hew Daltymple, the new Commander, that he wished 
tt> ^ave all pretensions derived from his seniority ; that as Sir Arthur 
had done so much, it was fair he should take the lead in the opem« 
tions against Lisbon ; and, if the good oi the service required it,^ he 
would execute any part that was allotted to him, without interfering 
with Sir Arthur. 

No opportunity, however, of tfiis kind presented itself; as a Con- 
vention was agreed upon between the British and French Com- 
manders, for the evacuation of Portugal by the French troops. 

While this was carrying into effect. Sir Arthur Wellesley applied 
for leave of absence, and soon returned to Kngland ; and several 
General' Officers followed his example* 
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Sir Hew Dalrymple was next recalled, and the Command devolved 
upon Sir Harry Burrard. But this General, from bad health and 
oditr eausesy requested leave to resign. 

It was notthoogfat advisable by the Cabinet again to supersede* 
Sir John Moore :'' accordingly, on the 6th of October* dispatches 
arrived from London, conferiing vgpon him. the chief command of an' 
army to 'be euqployed in Spain. 

It appears, by various Government dispatches, that the design of 
sending an army into Galicia was communicated to Sir Hew Dal- 
rymple in August. But the necessity of transporting the army of 
Junot t0i France ooeasi#ned this ttieaaure to be deferred. It was now 
resolved that it should be carried into execution. 
. Sir JcAm was ordered to send the Cavalry by land; fmd it was 
kft to his discretion t* move die Infimtry ^aad Artillery either by 
Ma'or UaadL ^ 

It was also communicated to him,, that fifteen thoasand men were 
wAtnd to Coruma; and he ,wai» directed tq give stich larders ^ Sir 
David Baiiid,'i theiff Commander, '^ wotdd m^st ejieedily effect' a 
jjanodoti<if the whole foree.' » 

FirDwthe moment thst Sir Jeim OMi^ore obtained this' <i3ommatidy 
ho exited the utmost aiciavity to fuMi the instructions; add re- 
ecAved essential assistance from Sir Harry Biirrard, who^.fohvarded 
the expedition with the greatest zeal. . BefiMre this time nothing hatf 
been begun for the equipment of the troops, or for their advance : 
aft was to be donej akd; all wa« accomplii^ed with celerity; for the 
greatest part of Hhe t»x^« were in motion in eight days. 

Slooo^ aibv thei Oeneial entensd upon his command, he published 
the following Order to his troops. ^' 

* Vide Appendix A. and B. 
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** Greaeial Orders. Lisbon^ 9th October, 1808. . 

*^ The Troops under Lieut -General Sir John Moore will hold 
^ themselves in readinesti to move on the shortest notice. 

" The Lieut*General trusts that the General Officers MriU lose 
** no time in ascertaining, that the R^ments under their command 
^^ are in good order and complete in every equipment to enable 
^* them to keep the field, 

** lieut-General Sir John Moore will take an early opportunity of 
" inspecting the several corps of the army. 

** AU. the heavy baggage will be left in Lisbon, and directions 
** will be given hereafter respecting it« 

^^ The General Officers will commuBicate with the Commanding 
^^ Officers of corps, upon the situation and fitoess of the stores! 
^^ for their heavy baggage, and report thereupon for the information. 
'^ of Lieut-General Sir J. Moore. 

. << Directions will be ^ven with reeipect to the sick. The Lieut^-* 
\{ Genial sees with much concern the great number of this descrip' 
^^ tion, and that it daily increases. The General assures the troops, 
'' that it is owing to their own intempemnce, that so many of them 
^.' are rendered incapable of marching against the Enemy : and having 
^ stated this, he feels confident that he need say no more to British 
^^ soldiers to insure their sobriety/' 

. This Order was understood to have been relished by the soldiers, 
and had some effect upon them. And previous to their setting 
f>ff, another Order was issued to instruct them in their conduct 
towards the Spaniards, 
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^ ^ Head 2aaner$f 

<J- V. Lisbon, 1 5th October, IB08. 

^' The Commander of the Forces trusts, that on the troops enter- 
ing Spain, they will fieel with him how much it is for dieir honour 
<^ and advantage to maintain the high opinicm, and cherish the good^ 
^' will, which tli)at hrave and high-spirited people entertain towards 
« the British Nation. 

^^ The troops will generally he received by. the inhabitants. The 
^^ Spaniards are a grave, orderly people, extremely sober ; but gene* 
rotLs and warm in their temper, and easily offended by any insult 
*^ 6r disrespect which is offered them ; they are grateful to the 
English, and will receive the troops with kindness and cordiality. 

This the General hopes will be returned with equal kindness 
on the part of the sdUliers, and that they will endeavour to ac- 
^^ commodate themselves to their manners, be orderly in their 
^^ quarters, and not shock, by intemperance^ a people worthy of 
^' their attachment, and whose efforts they are come to support 
*f in the^Mnost glorious of causes — to free themselves from French 
** bondage, and to establish their national liberty and independence. 
^^ Upon entering Spain, in compliment to the vSpaniah nation^ 
^^ the Army will wear the Red Cockade in addition to their own.'' 

It is proper to remark here, that British armies are Httle expe* 
riehoed in the business of a long campaign on shore. Our war&re 
has usually been carried on by maritime expeditions: and we are 
Extremely defective in the organization of tibie departments which 
kre requisite for the field ; the Commissariat particularly is inferior 
to that of France. But no part of military affairs was unknown 
to the General ; he was icapable of formings in some de^ee^ what 
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was deficient; and, though he complains of the inexperience of some 
of the depaxtxttentb, he writes with approbation of jtheic z^eal and 
exertions. The directions of Government were, tKat the Cs^valry 
should be sent bjr land'^^ ;- but a discretionary -power DwaA :^vien^ to 
the Cofasmander to kubve the Ixifiaiiiry, by sea or iand^ ^ liejixi^ged 
best. Upon an eiaminddob of, the subject, there wfts foubd ti> be 
n0. choice; ^or, iodifpetfdently of the wicertahrty and' donget of u 
coasting voyage in winter, which, even when prosperous^ iu][ihhige^ 
tfafi whole machinery' of - ah army, it n^s ascertained thal^ at Gdnin^^ 
there \tere hardly the means of equipping^ and forwarding i^e cptps 
ebmniandied by Sior Daviid Baird f ."— The^ Spanish GoEvemmeBt ^de- 
puted Colonel Lopez^ a Spanish officer^ Who was t^I; aiccpiainted 
with die roada and resources of the cdimtty^ foaasisi: tKe British army 
eiv its imarchr td establish magaiihes^ ^nd tb. rraaicd tbb necessary 
anangements with Sir John !Mbore., JHLe confirikied '^^e/fonDier 
intelligence^ aniil pr€bs3d himi im tUe nakne oF the JkintiLy' ixBt maiich 
by land; assuring hnu,' that, if he went by sea, tee Half of llie army 
cou|4 oerer leavis the coaat fsfwBJit of .necessaries- .it/, -k 
! Thef ijuBKt: questMHi was, wbethisr i^y ^ould-prbod^i m ar4ioftherly 
direction', through Pc»rtugal ix) Alinmdai or should rtak/a^t^e garfeat 
pastern rbajd ^ o£lvas, and ' thenoe ! maxch .diro^ngb rSsiremadura. 
Necessity Becided ithis question likewisa; for; it ,wifef found, tbai the 
whole could not be subsisted on the road by Elvas ; no magazines 
hKving beian formed for such a body of troop-: Whe» tb^|Spartish 
Cmnmissaj^ General was consulted on this subject, arid/W^e^ the 
quantity of mcsaut required by the British wmsf was' eniplftin^d W 
hiii^ he computed, that wene they to be supplied with th^' rA^W)»9 
specified, in three jnouths all the oxen; woidi he iOi0nsuBi«^y;a«4 
VBfy^w ho^ would be left in the country. ■ t 

"♦ Vide Appendii A. t Appendix C. D. E. F. 
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Stcict enquiry was then made mpecting the roads throi^h fhe 
North of Portugsl^ where there was known to he abundance of 
food. 

He found the Portuguese at Lisbon incredibly ignorant of the 
state of the roads of their own country ; but all agreed that cannon 
could not be trani^rted over the mountains^ whidi form the north- 
ern boundary between Spain and Portugal. Even British Officersi 
who had been sent to examine the roads^ confirmed the Portuguese 
intelligence* 

As equipments could not be procured at Corunna, as food could 
not be svpjdied on the iJoadby Blras^ and as the ardllery could not 
be drawn Over the Portuguese mountains^ it became absolutely neces^ 
sary to divide the Army. 

This distressing measwre was not adopted but from necessity. In 
an absolute Gk>vemmoDrt^ like France^ where the Ruler is skilled in 
military opemlions^ and possesses power to bring forth all the means 
aaid reaouroes of the country^ such difficulties vanish; but in Spain 
and Portugal few obstructions can ever be removed by the Govern- 
ttnot; dley can only be evaded. 

It was then determined to send five brigades of artillery to acoom* 
pany the camdry through S^ain ; and four regiments of infantry 
were added for their protecti(m. 

"[Riis important corps of six tl^ousand men were entrusted to 
Lieut-General Hope^ and directed to march by Elvas on the Madrid 
raady to Bodajos and JSspiiiacr. And tWo brigades under General 
y^iggt moved by fihes and Alcantara. f> ' ' 

The ifstntf the army moved through PortugaL ' '^ 

Two brigades under General Beresford went by Coimlne and 
Ahnwda 

Three brigades under General Eraser^ by Abrantes and Almeida^ 

Sir John Moore thinking it of very great importance that some 

c 
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arfiUery- should accompany these corpse ordered one light brigsfde 
of six'povmders; under Captain: Wilmot^ to proceed through Portugal ; 
and he trusted to this Officer's activity to transport the guns over, 
the mountains by dint of labour. 

f The different re^mdnts of each diviaioo followed each other: in 
succession to facilitate the march ; Sir John Moore intending^ £hat 
the whole of the troops cpmiifg firanxi Portugal* ahbukl unite at 
Salamanca ; and that Sir .David Baird and Qenetal Hope* should 
either join them there, or at Valladolid- 

The several divisions having moved off^ Sir Jcdm left Lisbon 
on the 27th of October*. And. I shaH here introduce aoine 
remarks on the state of Sp^', and on dae plan of the Gampclign 
decided on by the British Government. 

' Tovirards the end of summer, after the surrender of Dupont, the 
French Army retired from M^drid> and t^paaBcd the Sbro. llieir 
force in this direction consisted of above. 4G,0D0 men con- 
cefntrated in Navarrer and Biscay^ their idght at':Bilboa, and: their 
left at Aybar. They had. beside garrisons in Barcelona^ Figuems^ 
and other fortresses in Catalonia, amoiiatug'to' fiiUy 15^000 aneo 

more. • ' •( ./:: ',. . r; ]• y,i] i . /:• • • 

In these positions th^. quietly: ^tiedfoc minfoieeBMnts. And 
every foreign journal announced, thltt vast . bodifis ;of • teoops . of 
every description were hMtening through GformBSkj and Fraiioe to 
Bayonhe. ' .I. •: -w • ■ r .•.'•:... , •' - •.••'•>..•-•• 

During this period the Spiim^^ and English netv8pa|)eiB ;ivere 
reporting the enthusiastic patriotism of the Spaniatdis ; that all niiki^ 
young and old, had tak^t ilip arms,' "were eager ; t« rush .upon thteir 
enemies; and determined to die rather tlwd flnhmit to a treiacherdus, 
cruel, and impious Invader. Such was the spirit of the prodamaduatos 

* Vide Appendix G.; , / . 
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of ikm provincial Juntas^— all vying with each other in magna* 
mbiotts expcMiions. 

<^ rBat the Biitish Government, not trusting to such authorities^ sent 
Officers and Agents into various parts of Spain, who rivalled each 
other in reporting the universal ardour of the countiy. FuU credit 
appears to have been given to this description of .the state b£ Spain ; 
and the BntbhArmy was diq^atehed into Leon . to . participate in 
Ihe glory of eKpdling the Fcendh^ framithe Peinneula. .< 

The Spanish Govonment reoommended Burgos as the point of 
union for the British troopis, and Madrid and ValladpUd wdre the 
fhctB appai(ntedfi>r magazines. And Government conunuaioated 
to Sir John Moore, through Lord WiUtamiBe&tinck, that it was 
«xpe6ted he would find betwa^ti sixty* and' seypnty tljcmaand men, 
adseothkd under Blake aod Ronffina^' :ia. the Aflturiasiand .Galtcia^. 

These, were indiq>endent of ^j^prmiei on the front and: left flank 
of the French position. ..TheJatter was^conpeived to be ihe.moat 
mmerottd of aiiy^* and- plaeed under. the command of. the Marqaif 
de Castanos, , / 

The conviotion of the universal entbusiasm of iha Spamaidi» vms^ 
at this time,, so prevalent in the British Cabinet^ that; m a memoiial 
transmittod fisr the infdhnatioii of Sir Joha Moore: by the S^attaarf 
of State, it is stated, that the French Armies could not entbr. the 
defiles of the Asturias without exposing themselves to be- destroyed, 
even by the armed peasants. 

But the strongest proof of the misinformation upcm the state of 
Bpamah afimrs is tb&s, that in the tnonth of September it was con-^ 
sidled, most' probable, that the Spwiiards alone would sbon drivi 
the Frenoh out of the . Peninsula. This conviction ^(vas si> strobg; 
that enquiries w^we directed to be made by Lord WilHam.Bdutinck 

..«:.,* Vi4^ ^ Append*?; B._ , . •;- •! •.* '' .,. .-. -r.-^V' )-j 
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reflecting the intentions of the Spanish Govemment upon the 
expulsion of the French. And directions were given^ under partiedbr 
drcumBtances, to urge the invasion of the South of France vaAi il 
combined British and Spanish Army. 

Had these relaiions been weU fcNunded, and had the general fervour 
really existed, there could have been no objections to sendmg iht 
British Army by the < nearest roads to join such numerous and 
intrepid allies. For the mast timid could entortaih no apprehensions^ 
if the Frencdi were to be assaulted by such superior numben^ . 

Such was th^ flattering picture of afl&irs that was presented to the 
view of Sir John Mom-e^ before he. conunenced his march, and was 
enabled to judge for himself^ ' ' 

In passing through the Portii^ese territory the troops behayedt 
widi order ^and regularity, which formed a striking contrast to the 
druelty and rapine that of late years disgrace the Fren<& armies. 
The*pe6ple were civil; but considerable difficidties occurred respecting 
pnqviskniBg the troops. Saltero, a oontmctor at Lisbon, had tgraed 
to supply the divisions with rations on the march through Porti:^!. 
]Bttt thia saeci failed in his coocitract; and the divisions of General 
Fraser and Bei^esfbrd were obliged to be halted ; and, had it not bee& 
Iwthe great csertkms of die Geneeak^ the troops would have been 
fehgddbyed^; 

' There was. also a great want of money, from which excessive 
inconveniences resulted. It had been su|q^oaed that Government 
bilb. wouULlwve been aempted. But promissary notes do not obtain 
credit in Spain and Portugal, as in England. At Guarda, the Chvet 
Magistrate refused to procure provisions without regukr payments, 
and ^ peasantiy had a dread of paper money. These difficulties 
were^ hiowevcr, surmounted,, but not without great expenee. 

The Commander of the Forces was usually entertained with 
politeness at the houses o£ the nobility. He saw little appearance of 
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a Frendi purty, but was surprised to observe ihe slight intefest the 
Portngoese took in public afiairs. They were generally weU inclined^ 
bdfc ]nke«wann. 

As Sir John Moore was approaching the scene of action, he gra*- 
dually acquired just notions oS Spanish affiiirs ; for he was in dose 
ooffiespondence with men of candour and discernment, who resided on 
the ^ot. little was written by them of Spanish ardour and enthu* 
fliasm : iheir letten^ on the contrary, were filled with details of the 
weakness and tardiness of the Central Junta. 

This assembly consisted of thirty-four persons with equal powera. 
So numerous an executive body was ill calculated for prompt decisions. 
Self-interest, mutual jealousy and discord, distracted their councils. 
There was no predominant leader to give uniformity to their acts, no 
animating passions to elevate their minds. By cold languor, and 
foggy dullness, they chilled and damped <^e spirits of the nation. 

The love of independence and hatred c^ a tyrant so instantaneously 
excite all the f nergies of Britons, that they can hardly credit the 
sluggish indifference that pervaded the Spanish nation,^ when menaced 
by the rapid approach of the victorioos armies of Buonaparte. 

Judging what he could do, by what Spaniards were capable of,, 
they thought it alknost impossible for his army to traverse the Pyren- 
nees in winter. But should the French have the temerity to effect 
such a passage, it was believed they would soon be famished. Ihese 
notions were applicable to the resources formerly possessed by France. 
But the magnitude of the military preparations of their present enemy,, 
and the celerity of his movements, confounded all such calculations. 

Lord William Bentinck saw clearly the error committed by the 
Spaniards. In a £spatch about the beginning of October he observes^ 
ivith a melancholy (H^sage, " I am every moment more and more 
"• convinced, that a blind confidence in their own strength, and na* 
*^ tural slowness, are the rocks upon which this good ship runs the 
*^ risk of being wrecked." 
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It was wondered at in England, why the bold patriote, who were 
believed to be swarming in Spain, did not charge the discomfited re- 
mains of the French ^urmies lurking behind the Ebro : Why are tiiey 
not exterminated beibre they are reinforced ? 

The Marquis de Castanos and General Blake could have answered 
these enquiries very satisfactorily to all intelligent military men. 
For it is clear from existing documents, that the Spanish armies 
were so weak in numbers, and so wretchedly equipped, as to be inca- 
pable of encountering the French, even before their reinforcements 
arrived. This deplorable deficiency was carefully concealed, to pre- 
vent its sinking the nation into despair. 

Notwithstanding the extensive correspondence which Sir John 
Moore carried on, he cotdd obtain no certain accounts of the numbers or 
condition of the Spanish forces, before the arrival of Buoikaparte. 
But after that event, when they had assembled all their new levies, 
it was found that the Armies of the Centre and Right united, 
under the Generals Castanos and Palafox, only formed a force of 
40,000 men. And the following extract from the Resolutions of a 
Council of War composed of the principal Spanish Grenerals, which 
Was held at Tudela on the 5th of November, exposes part of the 
distresses of these armies. At this period General Blake's army, 
called the Army of the Lef^ was known to be in the utmost danger ; 
yet the Council came to this resolution : 

*' Attention being had to the actual state of penury and want, 
" which the Army of the Centre, destitute of the most necessary 
" means, is sufiering ; considering also that this effective force is 
*' much less than had been supposed ; it is agreed that in the present 
•* moment it cannot be of assistance to the Army of the Left,' not- 
*' withstanding the conviction of the urgency of such assistance,'' Sec. * 

* Vide Appendix H. ' 
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. To ghre a further view of the state of the principal Spanish Army, 
I shall extract a short passage from the Marquis of Castanos's dis- 
pfttches to the Secretary of the Central Junta, Nov. 25, 1808. 

' ^* I leave to your Excellency to conceive the critical situation of an 
^^ army immoveable from its few resources, and the greatest part 
^^ of which was composed of new levies, badly clothed; and badly 
^* provisioned.'* 

This was the Uinguage of the Spaniards. And I shaU give mi ex- 
tract erf a Letter from. Captain Whittingham to Lord William Ben* 
tinck, which will shew the knpression that the appearance of part <rf 
their army made upon an English ofiicer^ 

Head Sa^riers, Qdaharra, 
2$thOci. 180S. 

•^ On the 26th General Castanos left this place for Logrono. We 
** arrived about four in the evening. The army of Castile was drawn 
" up to receive the General. Its strength about 11,000 men. But 
^^ to form any idea of its composition, it is absolutely necessary to 
^^ have seen it. It is a complete mass of miserable peasantry, wiih- 
** out dothing, without organization, and with few Officers that de- 
*^ serve the name. 

^^ The General and principal' Officers have not the least confidence 
" in their troops ; dnd, what is yet worse, the men have no con- 
** fidence in themselves. 

^^ This ii3 not an exaggerated picture ; it is a true portrait,'^ &c. &c. 

Such was the condition and amount of die trooptf^ under Castanos 
md Palafox towards November, after all were coUec^d that could be 
raised. But in August and September they wjexe, doubtless, much 
fewer. Castanos found it dangerous* to approach the French posts. 
The Spaniafds sometimes engaged in skirmishes.; but wei^ so much 
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xyorsted^ that they found it prudent to keep at a distance, and iVbxt 
for reinforcements. 

A similar reason accounts for the inactivity of General Bbke dnrii^ 
these important months. The disposition to exaggeration in Spain, is 
such, that it is difficult even now to ascertain what was the number 
of this army. But it certainly could never have been considerable ; 
for after the arrival of Romana's corps, of upwards of 8000 men, and 
every exertion that was made, it appears from Captain CarroFs dis- 
patches that the actual number that fought the French did not amount 
to 17>000 men. And the want of Officers, of food, of clothing, 
and of every species of warlike equipment, was lamentable. Instead 
of General Blake being culpable for not attacking the Frmc^, his 
error imdoubtedly was extreme rashness. 

Sir John Moore, by the dose correspondence he carried on with 
Lord TViUiam Bentinck, Mr. Stuart, Colonel Gralmm and others, 
gradually penetrated the disg^ses with which the Spanish Govern- 
ment enveloped their affairs. It is self-evident, that a judicious 
plan of a campaign can only be formed by reflecting upon the actual 
state pf things : and must necessarily be ill-contrived, and probably 
unsuccessful, if drawn up on fake intelligence. Yet the Spanish 
Juntas exerted all their finesse to deceive, not their enemy, but dieir 
ally; and succeeded so perfectly, as to lead them to execute a plan 
adapted to a state of circumstances the reverse of their real condition. 
Their high-sounding proclamations, exaggerated numbers, invented 
victories, and vaunted enthusiasm, could not deceive him whom it 
was useful to deceive. Buonaparte possessed ample means of ob- 
taining exaiet information. There were traitors, even amoiig the 
loudest seeming patriots ; who enabled him to calculate, with perfect 
accuracy, the precise portion of patriotism scattered through Spain. 

Yet there are some facts that would lead one almost to suqiect^ 
that the Spanish Juntas, from excess of presumption, ignoranoe^ and 
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a heated imagination^ were so blinded, as to have misled the British 
Cabinet unintentionally. For it is a well-known fact, that at first 
they considered Spain as more than a match for France, They ap- 
plied to us for arms^ and money, but said they wanted no men : be- 
lieving they could raise more soldiers, than they required. How long 
this infatuation continued, I cannot pretend to say ; but they appear 
to have acquiesced in the offer of British auxiliaries on the 26th of 
September. 

It happened that accounts were brought to the Junta at Aran- 
juez, Oct. 4th, of " a Letter having been intercepted, addressed by 
" the Governor of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan (the French Com- 
" mander in Chief) wherein it is stated, that between the 16th of 
'^ October and the 16th of November reinforcements to the amount of 
" 66,000 infantry and from 5 to JO^O cavalry might be expected to 
" enter Spain. 

^* Mr. Stuart will tell you that this news is credited." 

That this news was correct, I have no doubt. Buonaparte, though 
he constantly attempts to deceive the world by his public proclama- 
tions, has too much poHtical wisdom to deceive his own Generals. 
Nor could he have thrown this letter purposely in the way of the 
Spaniards^ as he could not wish to rouse them from their lethargy. 

This intelligence threw the Central Junta into great alarm ; they 
began to think the business was serious; Castanos was ordered to his 
post, and such levies as they oould coUect were sent forward to the 
Ebro. 

Uigent and alarming as was the situation of affairs, the dilatoriness 
of the Spanish Government could not be corrected. So that when 
Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna, Oct. 13th, the Junta of Galicia 
refused him permission to land the troops. Sir David was astonished, 

Vide Appendix, E. 
D 
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and sent off expresses to Madrid and to Lisbon. He at last obtained 
leave to land, but his reception \vas so cold, and there was such tt 
total want of all exertion to assist him in equipping the army for its 
advance, that he wrote to Sir John Moore to know if he had Ae 
sanction of the Supreme Junta for the admission of &itish troops 
into Spain. 

He was at last satisfied as to this point ; but he found, that what- 
ever was necessary either for the sustenance or movement of the 
troops must be procured solely by his own exertions ; and by paying 
a high price to those whom he came to assist. 

Sir John Moore marched on rapidly, and reached Atalaia Nov. 5th. 
Here it \^'as discovered, contrary to" the information received at Lis- 
bon, that the roads though very bad were practicable for Artillery^ 
But the ignorance of the Portuguese respecting their own country is 
such, that the^ road was only found out from stage to stage by th^ 
British officers. This was now a subject of serious regret ; for had 
the road, bad as it was, been known at first, General Hope's division 
could have marched with the rest of the army. 

Dispa:tches were now setit to meet him at TVuxiUo^ to desire he 
would not tru^t to report, hut send forward officers to examine if there 
were a nearer road practicable for the gmis, without going round by 
Madrid. 

Letters were hert received from Lord William Bentinck, acquaint* 
ing Sir John Moore that the French reinforcements were enterii^ 
Biscay, and that Castanos was making some movements which might 
hting on an action : and also that the Central Junta referred Sir John 
to concert his movements with General Castanos*. 

The Generad arrived at Almeida Nov. 8th : it rained incessantly ; the 
troops however moved cm in spite of the weather, and behaved ex* 
tremely wd[l : but it is painful to be obliged to make an exception of 
some soldiers who had committed many daring crimes. The Corn- 
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mander in Chief df tenoined to put a stop to such disorders. One of 
the fioldiera who was detected in marauding and robbing, was tried 
by a Greciend G>urt Martial^ found guilty^ and sentenced to death. 
Sir John Moore th^n issued the following order. 

" General Olders. " November \ Uh^ 180S. 

*^ Nothing could be siore pleasing to the Commander oi die 
'^ ¥oreeB, than to skew mercy to a soldier of good character under his 
^^ command, who had been led inadvertently to commit a crime ; but 
^' he should consider himyself neglectful of his duty^ if; frcon ill-judged 
^' lenity, he pardoned deliberate viUainy. 

^^ The crime committod by the pnscmer now under sentence^ 
^^ is of this nature, and there is ncMthiag in his private ehatacter or 
'^ conduct which oould give the least hope ot his amendment, wefe 
^^ he pardoned ; he must therefore suffi^r the «Mul punishment to 
^ which he has been condenmed. 

The Commander of the Forces trusts that the troops hecom^and^' 

will seldom obfige him to resort tQ punishments of this kin4: 
^ and sUch is his opinion of British soldiers,, that hfi is <^onvinMd 
^< they will not, if 4ie Officers do their duty, and piety them fippfT' 
** attention. 

^' He however takes this opportunity to declare to the Army, thait 
^^ he is determined to shew no mercy to plundems apd maf^ders, 
^^ or, in other words, to thieves and villains* 

^' The Army is scmt by England to aid and support the Spanish 
^ nation, not to phmder and rob its inhabitanto. And soldiers who 
^^ so f^r forget what is due to their own honour, apd the honour 
^^ of their country, as to commit such acts, shall be delivered over to 
^justice : the military law must take its course, and the punjbhment 
^ it awards shall be iniioted/' 
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On the 11th of November the advanced guard crossed a rivulet 
which divides Spain from Portugal, and marched to Cividad Roderigo. 
The Governor of this town met Sir John two miles off; a salute 
was fired from the ramparts, and he was conducted to the principal 
house of the town ; and hospitably entertained. 

The appearance of the country, and the manners of the people, 
change most remarkably, immediately on crossing the boundary 
between Spain and Portugal ; and the advantage is entirely in favour 
of Spain. We were received, on approaching Cividad Roderigo, with 
shouts of " Viva los Ingleses." 

This agreeable reception was gratifying; and the General pro- 
ceeded next day to San Martin, a village seven leagues distant, where 
he lodged at the house of the Curate, a sensible, respectable man, 
who, in the course .of conversation, told him, that on the same day 
the preceding year he had lodged the French General Loison, on 
his march to Portugal ; and that Junot and the other French Generals 
had slept there in succession. 

On the 13th of November, Sir John arrived with his advanced 
guard at Salamanca, where he halted, intending to assemble there 
all the troops which were coming from PortugaL But befrn^ he 
entered the town, he learnt the fate of what was called, the Army 
of Estramadura. 

This Spanish corps, consisting of about 12,000 raw recruits, com- 
manded by a very young man, the Count Belvedere, had advanced 
without support to Buigos, an open town, in the front of the French 
Army. So extraordinary a manoeuvre was followed by a natural 
result. They were attacked by a superior force, and completely 
routed. 

A few hours after Sir John arrived at Salamanca, he wrote to 
Lord William Bentinck at Madrid, who was acting as Minister from 
the British Court. 
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Sir Johii Moore to Lord fViUiam Bentinclc. 

^^ MT DEAR LORD| 

" Salamanca^ 1 Zth November^ 1 808. 

" I ARRIVED here early in the afternoon. I am not 
** only jaded by my journey, but also by the different people I have 
'^ been obliged to speak to ; and only that I am anxious to send 
** a Courier to you as soon as possible, I should have delayed writing 
* to you until morning. I received upon the road your two letters 
'^ of the 8di, and that of the 9th with the enclosures, some of which. 
" shall be returned to you by the next courier. 

^^ I am sorry to say, from Sir David Baird, I hear nothing but 
'^ complaints of the Junta of Corunna, who afford him no assist- 
*^ ance. They promise every thing, but give nothing; and after 
^^ waiting day after day for carts, which they had promised to pro* 
'^ cure for the carriage of stores, his Commissary was at last obliged 
^' to contract for them at an exorbitant price, and then got them. 
^^ Tbis is really a sort of conduct qmte intolerable to troops that 
'^ the Spanish Government have asked for, and for whose ad* 
*^ vance they are daily pressing. 

" On my arrival here, and telling Colonel O^Lowler that I wished 
^ to have supplies immediately provided on the road from Astorga to 
** this place, for the march of the troops from Corunna, he began 
*' by telling me that a power which he should have got, and which 
'^ it was promised should be sent after him from Madrid, had not 
^^ been sent; that he had thus no authority, and had hitherto been 
^^ acting upon his own credit. Part of this was an Irish trick — pour 
•• S€j}»ire,valoir s it tended only, however, to Aew me, that he was. 



Digitized by 



Google 



22 

** not the man who fihould have been selected for us ; but^ if selected, 
^^ he should have been furnished with every authority to make him 
" useful. I run over all this to you, though, perhaps^ it should pro- 
perly be addressed to Mr. Frere ;' but to you 1 can state it with 
more ease, and I shall thank you to speak to Frere upon it ; when 
I hope he will have some serious communication with the Spanish 
^^ Ministers, and plainly tell them, if they expect the advance of 
^' the British Army, they must pay somewhat inoi^ attention to 
its wants. Proper Officers must be sent to me, vested with full 
powers to call forth the resources of the country when they are 
*^ wanted, and without delay ; the same as is done, I presume, for 
the Spanish Armies ; we shall pay, but they are not to allow us 
to be imposed upon, but to tell us what is paid by the Spanish 
Government in such cases. We find no difficulty with the people ; 
^* they receive us every where well. But the authorities are back- 
'* ward, and not like those of a country who wish our assistance. 

^* The Officer you mention to have been sent to Sir David Baird,' 
^* travelled by slow journies, as if in profound peace, and consequently 
^* arrived tOo late, and when little wanted. The head of Baird's 
*^ column is this day at Astorga ; but had they waited for' the said 
^* Officer, it would have been still at CoWinria. The Spaniards seem 
^* to think that every body should fly but themselves. The troops 
^' from Lisbon begin to march in here to-morrow, and will continue 
^* to arrive by corps daily until the 23d, when the whole wfll be 
^* assembled. I have directed Baird also to continue the march of 
*^ his troops on Benevente, as soon as supplies permit it; and by 
*^ the time the head reaches Benevente, I shall probably direct it td 
^^ proceed on to Zamora, and close the whole as near to ipe at thifll 
'* place, as cover will admit ; probably by the 23d instant the r*af 
'* of Baird's vnM be about Zamora, but it will depend on the aid and 
'^ activity of the Authorities of the country ; if they are slow, it- i^ 
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^ OBfiMsible fiv me to be quick. All this^ however^ ie upon the rop- 
^^fn^ekioQ tfant the French do not dietiirb us; and I euppose yon 
^ lonow the J are at Burgos. At Cividkd Rodrigo, I received a letter 
^^ by oxpteM bmn, £1 Coode de Belredere, from Burgos, dated the 
^' 9ch, stating that lie expected to be attiioked by superior .numbers^ 
'^ imd bagging' that I would hasten to his assistance, ' I wrote to him 
^^ that I had heen marching for aome time withaU the haste I codLd-; 
^ hot if he wM to be attacked so soon, it was impossihle for me to 
^^ render him any assistanoe ; and he should report his sitaatidii to 
^^ Madrid. Upon my arrival here, I was informed by the Ma|X|ui» 
^' de (Xnalbo, that ihe Spanish troops had been forced to reCire from 
^ Burgos, and the French were in posses^n of it. I hope the letter 
'^ I wrote to General Costanos will draw from him some explanation 
of his qriews, by which I may regulate my motions. But his nove- 
ments, and those of the army und^ General Blake, require some 
*^ exphmation in order to be understood ; for, though they know ithat 
*^ a British force is mardiing from different parts, in order tO'Wiite^ 
^^ they have manned away from die point of assembly, and have 
'^ kft us 'cocpoeed to be attacked and intorupted before our Juaetion ; 
^< but if we wtxe united, he can hardly expect that, with my fowe,. 
^^ I should nmioh iforwaid and {dene myself within roach of attack 
^^ from sueh superior numbers, whilst his and Blake^s armies are 
^ removed at sudi a distance as to be able to render me no assistance : 
^< but all ^i< I expect will be made plain, wheni hear from- General 
^^ Castanos. With respect to magaaines, it is impossible for me to 
^ say where iiiey ou^t to be made,, whilst I am so much in the 
^ dark as to the movements which are likely to occur ; but if the 
** t^ountry is abundant, as is said, we cannot want. But I must have 
<^ persons of an authority attached to me, who are acquainted with 
^^ the lesources, and who, knowing the interior government, customs^, 
and manners of Spain, can call them forth. for me and the Briiish; 
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'" troops, in the same manner as they are dalied forth for those of 
'^ Spain. This regards not only- provisions^ but oarts, horses, quar- 
^ ters, jsind, in shorty all the wants of troc^. With ihe aid of per- 
^^ sons of this description our own Commissaries caa do$ but without 
/^ them we can do nothing. The foundation of all this must be an 
*^ order to the authorities throughcmt the Provinois, • to give every 
>^ aid to the British, as to the Spanish iroops. It is a mltt^r of indif- 
^* ference who pays these Officers;— -^ it would be more Consistent 
'^* with the dignity of Spain that they p^id them ; though Ive should 
" reward them according to their deserts. 

^* With respect to magazines at Madrid, it is very lik^y to be a 
^' proper place for Spain to collect a^ considerable dep6t of various 
*^ kinds. It is their Capital, and they know best ; but it does not 
^^ strike me a place where the British could be called upon to qiake 
^' any collection. We shall establish small magazines for cofisump- 
^^ tion in the neighbourhood where we arfe acting. These great 
'^ reserves, which a country makes for general supply, should be made 
^^ by Spain ; when we approach it, we may draw from it, and p^y for 
^^ what we get. But Spain should make it, and be at the expence 
^^ and trouble of its conservation : as I believe we are giving money 
to Spain, part of it may be applied by them in this maimer ; but 
it is they that should do it — not we. 

I have no objection to you, or Mr. Frere, repreisenting the neces- 
sity of as many more British troops as you think proper. It is 
^^ certain, that the agents, which our Government have hitherto 
employed, have deceived them. For affairs here aie by no means 
in the flourishing state they are represented and believed to be 
in England ; and the sooner the truth is known in England, the 
"better. But you must observe, my Lord, that whatever is critical 
must now be decided by the troops which are here ; the French, 
I suspect, are ready, and will not wait. I differ only with you 
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^ in diie point;— when yoU say, tfec chief and greiari: ot)stadk aiiA 
<^ resistance to tlie French vAU be aflbi-^ by <)ie English Afiny; 
" K Aat be so, S|>ain Is lost. The English Aj-my, I hope, wiH del 
^^ all which can be eitpected from their nnmbers ; but the safety ci 
^^ Spain depends upon the union of its inhabitants, tltieir endiusiasm 
^^ in -dieir cause, and in their firm and devoted determination to die, 
rather than submit to the Frendi; nothing short of this wiD 
enable them to resist the formidable attack about to be made «ipoi^ 
them. If they will adhere, our aid can be of the greatest use to 
** tibem; but, if not, we shaU soon be out*-numbered) were our force' 
^^ qtiadrupled. 

** I am, therefore, much more anxious to ^ee exertion and energy 
-^^ in Ae Government, and enthusiasm in their Armies, than to have 
*' my force augmented.— llie moment is amticalone — my own- 
*^ situation is particularly so — I have never seen it otherwise j — but 
**^ I have pui^ed into Spain at all hazards ; — this was the order of my 
^' Government— ^and it was the will of the people 6f England. 1 
"^^ shall endeavour to do niy best, hoping that till the bad that vo^J 
*^' happen, will not happen ; but that with a she^ of body we shldl^ 
dUo hctve a porddn 6f go6d fottime. - ^ 

^^ This is a lotig letter f6r one who^begsin by saying that be wus^ 
jaded; but I have been gradually drawn on by the inteiiek I take 
in the subject. Y<Mt will commnnkate to •Mi'. Frere stich j[>s(tts as 
** you think proper; and he will, I h<^, act upon them. Be so good* 
^* as to excuse itte to him, for Hot particukily ad^ssing himself. 
^* Lofd Paget was at Coiimna the 7th^ with two regiments, Atf 
^^ 7t^ a»l the lOth Hussars j ' ffce other three were following feat. 

^* i remain, &c. 

*^ John Moobe.'^ 
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' Two nights after writing the above, Sir John was awa&efted by an 
express from General PJgnatelli, the Goyemqr of the Province, to 
inform h;m that the French army had advanced' and taken possession of 
the city of VaUadolid, which i&,only twenty leagues from Salamanca. 

It' should not be forgotteri that" the General had been informed ofl&- 
cially*, that his entry into Spain would be cov^ed by sixty or seventy 
thousand men : apd Burgos was the city intended for the point of 
union for the different divisions of the British army. But already, 
not only Burgos, but VaUadolid, were in possesion of the Enemy: 
and he found himself with an advanced Corps in an op^n town, three 
marches from the French army, without even a Spanish piquet to 
cover his front. 

He had at this time only three brigades pf infantry without a gun 
at Salamanca, Th^ remainder were nK>vifig up in succession, but the 
whole could not arrive in less than ten days. 

This situation being extremely dilfijerent from what he had been 
tiLught to expect, and that upon which the instructions of the Secre- 
1«g?y of 3taie Were founded, called for very different .measures. For 
if the Ffe9ch advanced in force, hte had np^ option but to fell back on 
Ciudad Rodrigo; the country round whic^ being poor, could not 
subsist'the troops long:, and if he retr^t^ to Portugal, he hardly 

imjiroved Jjds situatioi^M 1 >;/.:;,/''.! » I , ' - ' 

:The General had long i^i;e$fd^n( .th^ ; pesssibility of the French- 
advancing; to , prevent the J3tincti<;^«o.^ the B^iti^h troops ; and was 
qvtite at a loss to cpm|)r^hebd the^piotives for the separation of the 
l^ni$h armies; rone of whith; wad, posted in i^iscay^ and the! other 
in AiTdgon, while theycpuntry.in front was left open, as if: to. suffer 
the French to advance upon die British before they were united. 

* Vide Appendix Bu 
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' It appettred dso very mngolar, that the advance of the Fr^ch 30 
§kr into the' country had produced no sensation among the people* 
The fact was established by a letter from General FSgnatelli, the 
captain-general of the province ; yet the news was brought by no 
iDther channel. • The people were all tranquil, and employed in their 
ordinary occupations and amusements ; and seemed to know or care 
very little about public matters. 

The General assembled the Junta : he communicated to them the 
capture of the city of Valladolid, and explained the reasons " that 

might render it necessary for him to retire at present to Ciudad 

Rodrigo ; that this temporary retreat ought not to discourage them; 

but that they should employ every means in their power to rouse the 
^ enthusiasm! of the people, which seemed to be somewhat abated.'^ 

He represented, ^^ that no nation had obtained independence with- 
^* out making great sacrifices; and though the English would be 
^^ useful auxiliaries, that success i^ould only be gained by the unimi 
" and effort of the Spanialrds themselves.'* ' 

He told them, '^ be must have die use of all the carts and mulea 
" in tlie country to transport his magazines to Ciudad Rodrigo^ 
^ ihcHild it become requisite ; and that the troops, with three days 
^ provisions, should be kept in readiness. But," he added, ^^ that 
" he had not yet stopt the advance of the rest of the asmy fiN>ni 
^^ Portugal; he was desirous of assembling it there, and would 
" not retire without an absolute necessity." 

All this was listened to with calm acquiescence. Indeed the pas^ 
sive disposition of the Spaniards was most remarkable; for they 
heard of the generous intentions of the British, and of the destruc- 
tive ravages of the French, witii ahnost equal in^fference. The 
apathy of the people proved the inactivity of their rulers; for on suA 
an occasion, therfe should not only have been numerous armies on 
foot, but every man in Spain should have been armed, and ready ta 
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act when required. Nor drd this appear to be inprnc^tiGable. For 
the siipineiiess vas not owing to disaffeetion amoog the pepple : tJm 
peasantry and lower orders were all well di^pmed; hut in a0cending 
to the higher ranks^ the spirit of independence evapptated. 

The General^ detached aom^ intelligent officers,, with strong 
patioles, to gain intelligence ; by whom he so<hi lefimt, that a thou- 
sand French cavalry, with two pieces of artillery, had entered Yalla^ 
dolid on ^e 13th, and retired to Paleocia next morning. But he 
ttnderstood that no in&ntry had advanced beyond Burgos. He then 
sent orders t» Generals B^ird and Qppe to^ concentrate their divi^ 
sions,. to advance with all speed to Salamanca, but to be upon their 
guard OB their maKh. 

It ist necessary here to go back a ve;*y little, to mention that 
Mr. Freie arrived at Aranjuez at the beginning of November, as 
Minister Plenipotentiary of Great Britain. He of course superseded 
Locd .William Bentinck and Mr. Stuart; who, from having resided 
some time in Spain, and from personal qualifications, had got ac-^ 
^uainted with many of the leading men, and had acquired a dear 
insight into the state of afl&drs. 

Their communications with each other, and with Colonel Graham 
who was at the head*quart«s of the principal Spanish army; as well 
as their correspondence with Sir John Moore, were all conducted 
with harmony, and utility to the common cause. 

This changa in the administration of the civil department occurred 
at the period when ^ev^its were hastening to a crisis. 

Mr. Frere imfortuuately had acquired his notions of Spanish po- 
litics in London ; and his prepossessicms were mudi too strong ta 
be effaced by the observations <rf his predeeessors, or even to be 
altCTed by the most exposing facts. His peculiar notions were totally 
unknown to Sir John Moore ; who, to inform him of his situation, 
and to promote the public service, wrote as follows, from Almeida^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



29 



From Sir John Moore to the Bight Honourable J. HooTcham 

Frere. 

"ME, Mmeidk^ \6 Ncv. \%Q^. 

^ As Mr. Stuart mentioned in a late letter whidi I 
^^ had the honcmr to receive from him, that he was in hourly expec- 
^^ tation of your arrival at Madrid, I coachide that ere this you. have 
" reached that capital. 

" I shall not trouble you widi any detail of my movements, as 
" you will obtain every necessary information respecting them from 
" Mr. Stuart and Lord William Bentinck, with both of whom I 
" have been in correspondence ever since I was appointed to this 
^^ command. 

'^ The Supreme Junta have fixed upon General Castanos, as the 
** person with whom I am to correspond, and to combine whatever 
^ operations are to be undertaken by the troops under my command. 
^^ This cannot but be considered as a step towards appointing him 
^^ the Chief Conmiander of the Spanish army ; and having gone so 
^^ far, it is a pity they did not go a little farther, and at once give 
<^ him the appointment. This decision of the Junta was only oom^ 
^^ municated to me a few days ago, by Lord William, in a letter 
*^ which I received on my road to this place. I have written to 
^* General Castanos, to give him every information with respect to 
^* the British force, the probable period of its junction ; and I have 
'* requested to know from him, his plans, and his instructions, with 
•^ respect to the co-operation he expects from us. It is needless to 
" say what different measures I might have pursued, had I been 
" sooner informed of the strength and condition of the different 
" Spanish armies. As it is, the principal part of the infantry from 
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*' Portugal is now passing the frontier; and. by the middle of this 
^^ month will be oellteted at Salamanca and Chidad Rodrigo. 
" General Hope, with the artillery, the cavalry, and 3000 infiaintry, 
^^ will be in the neighbourhood of Madrid on the 22d; and the head 
of Sir David Baird's corps will reach Astorga on the 14th. If 
nothing adverse happens^ we shall be united early in December, 
more or less advanced, according to the situation and movasaents 
of the armies now upon the £bro. In the mean time 1 shall wait 
at Salamanca, with the troops assembling there, until JBaird and 
Hope are more forward. Much is still to be done in the article 
^^ of equipment and of commissariat arrangement. As I see more 
myself, of the resources of the country, I shall be able to decide the 
** mode to be followed, for securing to us our supplies ; for the 
^^ present we must depend upon the Spanish Government, and their 
" Chief Director, DonVincenti. 

I understand from Sir David Baird that you were kind enough 
to spare him 40,000/. from the monies you brought with you 
from England. I have to thank you for this supply ; for when 
" he applied to me, it was with great difficulty I was able to spare 
" him 8000/. We are now in the greatest distress for money, and 
^^ if a quantity does not speedily arrive from England, we miist 
" depend upon the generosity of the Spaniards for our supplies. I 
" doubt at present if there is wherewithal, after the 24th of this 
" month, to pay the troops their subsistence. I fear that in Eng- 
" land, until very lately, they were not aware of the impossibility 
^* of procuring money either in Portugal or Spain. I leave this to- 
" morrow, . and shall proceed by Ciudad Rodrigo to Salamanca ;. 
^' where I shall hope to have the honour to hear from you. 
" I have the honour to be, 

^* John Moore.' 
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I trast you will have the goodness to exciiee whatever is in* 
^^ fonnal in this letter ; you may helieve it proceeds from no dis- 
^^ rdspect to you, hut I have not been informed, and am quite ignorant 
" of your appointment, whether Amihassador or Minister Plenipo- 
" tentiary ; and thought it better to give you no titles, rather than 
wrong one. 
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To this letter the following answer was sent. 

From the Mcmourable J. H. Frere to His ExceUency Sir John 

Moore J JL B. 

*^ SIB, jirafffuez, Nov. 13, 1808. 

" I HAVE this evening received the letter which you 
'^ did me the honour to direct to me from Almeida, and which: vras 
^^ delivered to me by Lord William Bentinck. His messenger, who 
^^ sets off with the account, which I received only this morning, of 
^^ the unlucky afiair of the 10th near Burgos, enables me to thank 
*^ you for the view which you have given me of your intended move- 
^^ ments, and to mitigate the bad news, by the assurance which I 
" think I can venture to give, that it has not created any visible 
^^ degree of uneasiness or discouragement in the minds of the leading 
** persons here. The people, though much irritated, as it is said, 
" are still farther from being dejected than their leaders. 5000 men 
*^ marched forward to-day from Madrid, and two regiments from 
" Toledo. The fixed spirit of resistance which, without calculation 
^^ of danger or of means, seems to have rooted itself in the minds 
" of the people, appears superior to any reverses. 

" You vrill have heard of overtures of negotiation : it seems doubtful 
" whether Buonaparte meant to include Spain in the number of our 
^< allies with whom he proposes to treat; and still more, whether he 
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^^ wodid ofifer terms which it would be possible to accept I shotdd 

^^ incline to think^ therefore, that he had no other object than that of 
cajoling the Emperor of. Rus^a, and Militating the conscriptioti. 
He will not disunite Spain and England; and I feel confident that 
he will not succeed in laweiing the tone^ or relaxing the (^irit, of 

^* this country. 

'^ You probably are already acquainted with the appointment c^ 
the Marquis Romana to the command of Castanos' and Blake's 
army. His nomination is, I imderstand, a popular one at Madrid ; 
and> his long absence has given faini an advantage which is pecu- 
liar to him, that of being whoUy unmixed in the political intrigues 

^^of the day- 

^^ I shall' be obliged to Mr. Stuart for his assistance in the 
military as well as- other j>arts of my correspondence ; a circum- 
stance which I trust wfll not be JdiisatislBsictcny to you, as it will, I 
am persuaded, be conducive to the furthering of the pubHc service, 

-** I have the honour to be. 
Sir-, 
Your obedient humble Servant, 

^^J. H.Feei».'' 

TThe preconceived notions of Mr. Frere were evinced in this first 
letter, by calling the defeat of the Estremadura army, the unlucky 
'affair of the 10th ; and by the warm description of the sfHrk of re- 
^distance of a people, whom he had just <:ome among.* 

Xhe correspondence continues 
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From Sir John Moore to the Right Honowrahle 
J. Hookham Frere. 

^^ SIR9 Salamancm^ Nov. \6, 1808. 

^^ I HAD last night the honour to ]?eceive your letteit 
' of the 13th, together; with letters of th^ 14th &om IVfr. Stuart and 
^ Lord William Bentinck. 

^^ It does not appear certain whether th^ French hav^ adviuiced in 
^ any force to Valladolid ; and there is bo reaBOH to 4luQk> from the 
^ information which reached me last night, that they have passed It. 

^^ In the course of this day all thi^ will be ascertained^ from the. 
^ reports of the officers and other persons I have sent out. * 

<< General Pignatelli's conduct was certainly not such as became 
^ a person holding a situation of such trust He seems to have 
^ run o£P upon the first alarm. It was right for him to letire^ 
^ and put his- person in safety^ but no farther; there he should hm^ 
* stopped^ and not have left the people without a head. It was hia 
^ duty^ I conceive^ to have collected information^ in order to com«^ 
^ municate it to me^ and to those who^ like me, were qoa^erially; 
^ interested^ I di4 not know, until I received Mr. Stuart's letteii^ 
^ that the defeat of the £sti^madura army had been so. complete. 

^^ It was however nothing more than was to be expected, wh^tt* 
^ so small a corps was committed so near to the strength of the. 
^ Enemy. ^ ;.>, ' 

^^ 1 have been unable hitherto .to underst^xid the movements apid» 
^ positions of the Spanish armies ; but I have taken it for granted 
^ that they wera formed from local circumstances, and a knowledge» 
^ of the country, of which I was ignorant I should otherwise, hi^^ 
^ said they were upon a scale much too great for the strengjtji »o£ 
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*^ their annies. I begin to fear that this is the case^ and that^ if 
^^ their system be not changed^ we shall all of us very soon be beaten 
^ in detail. To cover and protect the British army^ whilst upon its 
^^ march from such distant points in order to unite, never seems to 
have been in the contemplation of the Spanish generals; and 
now^ from the position the French have taken^ the accomplish- 
^ ment bf it is become exceedingly precarious. My position here. is a 
^^ bad one, in hs much as my movements in. it are confined, and 
** leave nothing but a barren country to retire upon. I should un- 
^^ doiibtedly be better at Valladolid j but it is impossible for me to 
'^go there, whilst the French in force are so near it, and the Spanish 
^^ sfrmies are at such a distance. Until my force is united, I must 
'* be ' coviered and protected. As the corps come to me from such 
*^ opposite directions, Cbruniia and Madrid, I cannot, move towards 
'^ one, without increasing my ^stance, and forsaking the other; 
" Mid whilst they are each marching tpwards me, if I am forced 
^* to fell back, they WiU both risk to be destroyed. The difference 
^* hitherto between the position of tl^e Spanish and French armies, 
** as they have struck me, is this^ — the French, in order to con- 
^'centratte, or to strengthen either flank, move upon thp chord, the 
*< Spanisirds upon the circumference ; ' ttie movements of the one are 
^ dh'ort,' land caii be' easily concealed^ those of the other extended, 
and exposed to' be interrupted. I shall write to General Hope to 
consider it as his object to join me at this place with all expedi- 
'* tioli J but to be guided by the information he receives of the move- 
ments of the Eneniy, and to use his discretion. I ^ shall direct 
^ General Baird to collect the whole of his corps at and about 
Astorga, whence his retreat to Corunna is safe j but not to come 
tOAvards me, until I give him notice ; and in this I shall be guided 
^ by /what I perceive of the Enemy on this side of- the Ebro, and 
^^ from the infpribation I expect to receive from the Marquis de 
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la B4>mana, of luaiiefilgiis/ and the direction he m^ans to give to the 
f^ Spanish armies^ I ktoow not where to address the Marqois; I 
^Vhave dierefore written this military letter to you^ and request 
^^ you will oommunicate its contents to him. , 

^^ Die contents of- the two letters I ^addressed lately to General 
^^ Castanosy and which we#e sent undw. cover to Lord WiUiam Ben* 
^^ tiack, will of course be given to him ^—^the tone of conciliation 
which I have adopted in my letters to General Castanos/and which 
I shall continue to the Marquis Romana^ I trust you will ajiprovo. 
^^ I wish to .impress u{MMk whoever commands the Spanish annieA, 
*^ that'I consider myself as having hut one interest with hii|i» and 
^^ that he will find me as ready as any of his own Generals to follow 
Bnd support his plans. The power and controul over th($ direction 
of Illy own army^ which^ as commanding an auxiliaiy force^ I havei 
I shall ke^p out of sight, and hope never to be obliged to exert 
You already know how much we are distressed for money. Mr. 
^^ Stuart and Lord William both say that it is to be got by loan^ or 
:<1 for tnUay mt /Madrid. . This difieis £rt>m the information giyen to 
^^' soe by Mr.. Kenn^y $ but J shall be happy to find that, they are 
^^ right, and tiwt Mr* K^medy, lu^, been misinfpi;mjedL ' H Mr. 
^^ Ecskine were htn^ I 'should send. him to Madrid {pr th^t purpose; 
^^ for if monfey is to be &und| {sucKai*^ ovft njeq^ties) that ^e ouiat 
^ get it upon any teram;. but, a^ Mr. Bjrskin^ )ia9* not jo^f^4 ^^i^;^ 
as, in his absence, I cannot spare Mr. Kennedy^ I shall^take i|t as 
a very particular favour if you will be kind enough to giw me jow 
-'^ assistance in this matter : — I hs^ve' dosiredACr. |^ennedy| toj write 
.^ to you upon it. > , ., . ; ,, , - , : , •• 

With Tdspect to dury supp)ie|, ,1 do not apprehend want ^ I^ i^iey 
esrist in die. countirjr^ lind we- Yft^i^ money^ our Ckiwn|UB^^ 
procure; them. Whftt .we waAt is; dob^ persons cpnyers^nt in the 
*' jBode^ and iumished with- avtbori^ iff 5^11. pjjrth %;. wfJ^ ^^ ^e 
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"'Cdtrritry, and of the Magistrates and cml> atrthoritie» ; if Dofn 
** Vittcenti be the person entrusted by the ^Spanish Grovemment 
^*for the supply of their army, some person from him, to whom 
*^ he has delegated his information and hm coffespondenee \viih his 
agents in the Provinces, is the person wh^m the Spanish Govern- 
metit should appoint to attend the British aMiiy, and aid with his 
^ knowledge and with his authority our Commissariat ; — I should 
^ rather this person were a man of character, not looking solely to 
■^ itiSfcJng a property of "us; but that could be trusted, and likely to 
'^^ be satisfied with having discharged' ah impdrtant diity^ and with 

^^ feueh pecuniary reward a^ would necessarily attend it. * ^ 

u ♦ • * ♦ ' ♦ • • . ♦ . * ♦ « « i^' « « 

'«.« 4^. ' «' ' ..» .'. -• «..#*'«'« «: « 

a » » ' * • ♦ * - • * . ; ♦ ♦ : * • . ' ^» « . « ' # 

^ ^ I have but one more 'iUhjett to^ 'touch updd r^^wwe this Offioers 
'^^bAiployed Widi the dlffiir^tit a^tmds^to^ eoi'rtsiMm^ 
^ halr^ been useful before ii^^^ you or I wwt «Mit t6 Spaki^ and 
^ 'wheti it was tteei^ssary for 'GoveiiMbefit at home to knoiw wlmt was 
•^IWLrtltog; but i own that I dSsa^i^roVe^f any pi^9cm.bemg a«dio^ 
'^^ li«iifl fo correi^rpond tifficiaily with Gi^ernifletit but yooi and me. 

*w.* • ^P* '. « • • .* ♦ ;'# ,• ♦; ,4k' ♦ . ♦ ♦ 

•* If L Want in English OffifeWfcit *my time to assist my. commoai* 
^ cation with any of the Spanish Generals with whom I^am actings 
^Idta stfttd one; Jbiiiv i^ g^i^^^l^ I^M^U pftfora direiefccMespond- 
^^ ence with the General himdetf> who wiM^ of coofse^ conimumeate 
'^ many particulanl^to me, which it i^ttniaec«ssary and highly kD|«x>- 
"^^yet fiwhifti^to communicate to suoli (MSeetr^M* am iia geneidi aent 
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^^ to them. My wish 16, to ovenet the whole system ; to send them 
<^ with their SpHnish rank to England ; and to send, as they may 
^^ oceasionally be wan'fvi either by yourself or me, Offioers, or others, 
^^ who will look to no rank or emolument but from their own country, 
^^ in whose duty alone they should consider themselves employed, and 
^^ who, when no longer wanted, return to their former occupations. 

^^ I have the honour to remain, 

" John Moobe/^ 

Some of the predictions contained in the above letter were but too 
soon verified $ for next day a letter was received from Mr. Stuart at 
Madrid, of whidi the following is an extract : 

«' Madridy VI ih Nbveniber, HOB. 

^'Ths defeat experienced by Blake on the 11th of 
^' this m<mth, llie occupation of Valladolid by the French, and the 
^* dtbtanee between the dilferent divisioDS of your army, give room 
-^^ f<xr the most 9ielancholy peflections. The Orders which have 
'^^ lieeB trensimtted- by the Junta, in consequence of this, state of 
things, imll, I fe$r^ be very inadequiite to meet the evil. 

The advance of tk few ngimieiitl in Andalusia, the concentration 
of the runaways from Burgos, ^e. at Segovia, and the attempt 
te render the passesof the Somasieraand the GuardaremU defensible, 
** wiH not save Mftdrid ot Spain. And unless Blake effects Kis 
*• union with you, and Castanos brings together the^hole of Arrs^n, 
^** CaCal#nia, Heding's division, Sec. so as to form a force superior to 
** 4>ppom9itl, wtm are increasing daily, I camiot flatter mytelf with 
^' any setieus hope of a good result/' 

Othw accounts were received of the defeat of Gaaeral Blake's 
army, which softened the misfortune. But letters were received 
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from Colonel Graham, who was stationed with the Central Army, and 
who gave a sad detail of cabals and divisions between the Generals, 
with the injudicious interferences of the JuntaP^ 

But neither reason, nor^ the experience of all ages, nor their own 
misfortunes, could prevail upon the Junta to appoint a Commander 
in Chie£ Sir John Moore's ideas are best explained by himself. 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 



ti 



^IH, SaiamancOf \^th Nweniher^ 1S08. 

^^ A Courier from Madrid brought me this meming 
^^ letters from Mr. Stuart and Lord Vi^iUiam Bentinck of the 17th : 
^^ the former inclosed an order from the Supreme Junta of Ciudad 
Rodrigo, to place 20,000 dollars at my disposition, to be repaid 
hereafter. The Junta of this town are endeavouring to get money 
for us. Nothing can exceed the attention of the Marquis Ciiialbo, 
'^ the President ; the Clergy, with Dr. Curtis at their head, exert 
^^ themselves ; and even a Convent of Nuns hate promised five ^ou** 
'^ sand pounds;^— all this shews great good*will. The funds,- hdw- 
^^ ever, which it can raise, are small, and very inadequate to our 
<< wants. I trust that you will be able to supply us mtf>re amply 
'^ from Madrid, until those from England arrive. A King's metoev- 
^^ ger brought me, on the night of the 17th, a Letter item Lord 
'^ Gastkreagh of the 2iid, in which he informs me, thai; two miUions 
^^ of dollars are upon their passage to Coranna ; but his Lofddliip 
'^ .adds, that the difficulty of procuring silver is such, in Englaftid, 
** that I must not look for a futther supply for some ooKMiths, and 
he impresses the necessity of taking every means of obtaining 
money upon the spot. The expected arrival of the above sum from 
^^ England, must not, therefrae, lessen your endeavours to get what 
joM can for us at Madrid. 
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^^ The French, who entered^ Valladolid upon the afternoon of the 
15th, left it the following morning ; they were a thousand cavalry 
'^ and two pieces of cannon ; they returned to Placentia, and have 
^^ not since advanced from it. I have written to Sir David Baird to 
^^ advance a part of his corps to Benavente, and to dose up the 
^^ rest to Astorga; when this is done, he will forward that from 
^^ 2^mora, and follow with the rest ; but as the propriety of these 
movements dependsupon those of the Enemy, the execution of 
them is left entirely to Sir David's discretion, who must be guided 
by the information he receives; — his rear vrill not reach Astorga 
" before the 4th of December. 

' ^^ I heard of General Blake's defeat and retreat to Reynosa; but 
^^ I knew no particulars, until I received this morning Mr. Stuart's 
** letter. General Leith, who is en^loyed with that army to cor- 
^' respond, has never written a line to me since I was in command. 
*' I want General Officers; — I have, therefore, vmtten to him to 
<< leave any of the Officers with him, to carry on the correi^ndence, 
^ and to join Sir David Baird at Astorga. 

" The scenes which Oolonel Graham describes, in his letters, 
i^ as passing at the Head Quarters of the Central Army, are deplor- 
^^ able. The imbecility of the Spanish Government exceeds belief. 
^^ The good-will of the inhabitants, whatever it may be, is of little 
^^ use whilst there exists no ability to bring it into action. 
. ^^ I am in communication with no one Spanish army ; nor am* I 
** acquainted with the intentions of the Spanish Government, pr of 
" any of its Generals. C^tanos, with whom I was put in correspon- 
** dence, is deprived of his command at the moment I might have 
expected to hear from him ; and LaRomana, with whom I suppose 
I am now to correspond (for it has not been officially communi- 
cated to me) is absent — God knows where. In the mean time 
^ the French are within four marches of me, whilst my army is only 
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^ assembliDg : in what numbers they are^ I caniiot learn. N9 
^^ cbanneld of intelligence have been opened to me ; and I have not 
^^ been long enough in the country to procure them myself. I skmte 
'^ these particulars to you. I wish it were in my power to go myself 
^^ to Aranjuez, or Madrid, to represent them ; for really if things are 
^' to continue in this state, the ruin of the Spanish cause, and the 
^^ defeat of their armies, is inevitabk; and it will become my duty 
^' to consider alone the safety of the British army, and to take steps 
^^ to witlidraw it fix>m a situation, where, without the poBsibility of 
doing good, it is exposed to. certain defeat. 

^^ I shall detain the King's messenger unril I hear from you ; lest 
you should wish to send by him any dispatches to En^nd. I 
^' shall bc^ of l4>rd William Bmtinck to join the army, whute^ I 
^' think, his services will now be most usefuL 

^^ 1 have the honour to be, 

'^JohnMoobs/'^ 

In this letter Sir John Moore complains of not having heard from. 
. General Ldth ; which was owing probaUy to the dilatoriness of the 
messenger, who at last reached Salamanca with the following 
tidings. 

From General Leith to Sir John Moiore. 

Jtenede VaUey of Cofueringa, Province 
^^ SIR, of Las Monianos de Santandtr, 1 5th Nov. 1 808. 

" I REGRET to inform you that the army of GenenJ 
" Blake, ia which was lately incorporated the infantry of the Marquis 
^^ de la Romana's division, has been defeated in several attacks since 
^* the 5th instant, and is entirely dispersed ; I have not time to enter 
*^ into detail of this unfortunate reverse, carrying with it suqb 
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^1 serious consequences, for fear of delaying the intimation of that 
*^ which is so essential to make known in general terms to the Com- 
^* mander of the British army advancing from Portugal to Gralicia. 
^* The Estremaduran army has also experienced a reverse at Burgos, 
*^ In short, the British army has nothing to depend upon in Las 
" Montanos de Santander. In Asturias there are hut a few battalions, 
^' totally undisciplined ; and, by the last accounts, the French occupy 
from Reynosa t6 Burgos. Except what remains of the Estremaduran 
army, (the position of which I am ignorant) and the British army, 
there is nothing to prevent the Enemy from advancing towards 
^ Leon and Valladolid that I know of. I very much suspect that he 
"•will avaU himself of this movement, to attack in detail the army 
" of Balafox and C^tanos, united nominally ; and all of which are 
" placed under the command of the Marquis de la Romana^ The 
" army has sufiered principally from famine ; and I do not think 
'* that it is possiUe to re-unite those who are flying in all directions, 
" nearer than Astorga and Oviedo. It does not appear that there 
** lias been any want of spirit in the men ; and in many instances, 
"especially of the divisions of the North, distinguished conduct. 
** Some of the new Officers have not behaved so well. Captain 
*^ Pasly, Royal .Engineers, who was sent to Head Quarters to obtain 
*^ information, and to communicate with the Brirish army, I hope may 
** have given early intelKgence of the state of things. Captain 
** Lefebren, R. E. is the bearer of this letter, and will be able to give 
" such information as may be required. I regret to state that Captain 
^^ Rich, R. E. was wounded, but I hc^e he is doing well: I 
^* caused him to be embarked on board the Cossack frigate at Sarit- 
^* ander, from whence I saw seventeen sail of transports^ with vfBX- 
" like stores and provisions, when there appeared no chance of this 
^* Province remaining covered from, the Enemy, who, no doubt,, will 
occupy a point sp useful to the Spaniards, and eventually to the 
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'< Bntish.^ Santander tvas In the power of the Enemy, after poaseastag 
the roads of Escudo and Reynosa^ The aecotuts oi their haviag^ 
* entered that town are not yet received, however. The different 
attadis have been at Zorosa (betweai DuriHigo and Bilboa) 
Valmaseda, Arantia ; and the total deroute, after a defeat at Espi* 
^^ nosa de las Montanax. About 7000 re-assembled at Reynosa on 
" the 13th instant, but without any order ; ftom thence they retreated 
^^ after dark, and have^ arrived in this valley, as a half-starved and 
^^ straggling mob, without officers, and all mixed in utter confusion. 
'^ Never has there been so injudicious and ruinous a system begun and 
'^ persisted in, as that which has led to the serious disasters of the 
^^ present moment. The Marquis de la Romaaa, who is here, is 
^^ quite of ihat opinion ; and if the army on the other side, and near 
<^ the Ebro, has not, or shall not have suffered befcnre he can take 
'^ this direction, I hope affairs may resume a more favourable 
aspect. I had prepared copies of reports on the different affiBurs, 
addressed by different Officei^ to Lord Castlereagh ; but, unfortu* 
*^ nately, all my papers are on board tlie Cossack man of war. Mr. 
^^ Amiotte, the Deputy Commissary-General, has been in such bad 
^^ health since his arrival, that it was difficult enough to get the stores, 
^^ &e. embarked* I apprehend the omvoy, chiefly c<msisting of 
<> warlike stwes for the Marquis of Romana's division, and arms and 
^^ provisions, under my orders, for the aid of the armies of S|>ain, has 
^^ gone to Corunna ; as they could net at this season keep the sea, 
^* and there is no good port nearer than the last-mentioned, from 
^ whence the roads towards Leon are not so good« I should hope 
^^ soon to get near the British army. Under the present circumstances, 
1^ I feel aa awkwardness at leaving the Marquis de la Bomai^ia, with 
** whom I have received particular instructions to communicate on 
^^ any point stilL unsettled. I hope^ however, he will soon be able to 
^^ disengage himself from this part of the anny (if such it can be 
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MltecT) $ and he may probably be t)bfiged io go near tile Bnlish 
army before he ean communicate with the rest of his own troopa. 

** I have the honour to be, 

*^ Janus Leith, 
M. General. 

^ I indose a rough idea of the situation of this valley, Telatively 
^^ to ihe great route from Reynosa to Santander/' 

Nothing certainly could be worse judged, than tiie orders sent 
by the Junta to General Blake to fight the French army alone ; 
Instead of directing him to fall back, and unite with General Baird 
at Astorga ; for this Spanish army was in no condition to contend 
with regular troops. There were, it is true, between eight and 
nine thousand regular soldiers, which had escaped from Denmark 
with the Marquis of Romana, and who fought well ; but they were 
overpowered by superior numbers. The rest of this army consisted 
of unfortunate peasants, who had suffered with constancy for four 
months privations which would have annihilated a British army. 

They had endured excessive fiitigue, were without shoes, almost 
without clothes, exposed to the cold on snowy mountains, obliged 
frequently to depend for subsistence on such animals as they caught 
by accident ; on meat without salt, a food totally repugnant to the 
habits of Spaniards. They passed many days without bread. Their 
condition was so wretched, that it is not to be wondered at that they 
were easily dispersed, and had no inclination to rally. 

Some of the fugitives even passed Salamanca. 

The Marquis Romana did not consider it prudent to remain at 
Reynosa ; he retired to Leon, to re-assemble as many as he could^ 
collect. 
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r It was now in the choice of Buonaparte either ta turn Ids arms 
against Castanos, who was posted in Aragon, or to march against 
the British^ prevent their junction^ and compel them to retire to 
Portugal and to their ships. 

Sir John Moore could do nothing to hinder this ; for, being placed 
nearly in the centre between two divisions of his army which were 
approaching from di£ferent points^ he was constrained to wait at 
Salamanca, in expectation that they should be permitted to join him. 
The following extract of a letter to one of his brothers marks his 
view of the state of affairs. It is dated Salamanca, November 26,. 
1808- 

" Upon entering Spain I have found affairs in a very dif- 
" ferent state from what I expected, or from what they are thought 
*^ to he in England. 

^^ I am in a scrape from which God knows how I am to extricate 
'^ myself. But, instead of Salamanca, this army should have been 
'^ assembled at Seville. The poor Spaniards deserve a better fate, 
^* for they seem a fine people ; but have fallen into hands who have 
*^ lost them by their apathy and ******, 

The Junta, jealous of their Generals, gave them no power ; but 

kept them at the head of separate armies, each independent of the 
"other. Thus they have prevented any union of action. 

"They took no pains to recruit the armies, or to fiurnish them 
" with arms and clothing. In short, during the interval that the 
" French were weak, they did nothing either to overpower them 
^* before their reinforcements arrived, or .to meet them with superior 
" numbers when reinforced. 

^f When I marched into this country, in three divisions, frnm 
f ^ Corunna, Lisbon, and round by Madrid, instead of finding any 
" army to cover the junction of the three corps, until our supplies 
^* and stores came up, which were necessary to enable us to act ;, 
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^^ I found that ithe Spimish amoaes were placed on each flank of the 
" French; one in Biscay , and Ae other on the river Alagon; at 
^' such a distaku^e as to be^ able to ^ve no sort of support to each 
*^ other, or to combine their movements ; and leaving it also in the 
" power 6i:i\» Frendh to attack. either army with their whole force, 
^ as siH^Q, as tJbey were ready. 

^^ They SLceoridii^ly attacked Blake, send have completely dispersed 
^^ his ajpmy*. . OiBGners and men are flying in every direction. Many 
»*^ of tbem^hav^' passed this.. . • 

^^ lliey . alsa. ^ot ; a . carps^ called the JSetreniadura army, beat at 
^^ Buigbs;^ where' they c sent it, withoiit juay motive,, close to the 
" strength of the French* 

^^ I was desired to 'cwrBspond with Castaaiois, and coinbine my 
.^^ movementiLwith luto'^ bilta9 1. began>tny correspondence^ he was 
^^siispended^ and Ale Marquis of Romnna named to the ciiief com- 
^^ inand;!.:but who whenl last heard. was. at Samtandero. 

^^ I am in no cotrespoiMlenDe :w^tb. amy of their gmerals or armies; 
^f Irknow n^t llieir plana^ or/tkam^ml the Spanish govemmeot. No 
<^ dhaimelsof infbrmatiianhanreQeen^openedito nie; and, as yet a 

stranger, I hove been able taesttiblish nd certEiin ones for myselfr 
!The Enexny ave at ValladoUd, in what. force I cannot make out; 
^^and I have my junctic«](ito,ffKnke'.with;Baard,l whose whole force 
^^ will not be at A^tprgfi untp^*tWf^t]^€tf^^ and with Hope, 

** who will b(^ at Arevola about the same time. 

" Castanos and Palafox have about 40,000 men, mostly undisci^- 
** plined peasants, upon the Ebro and Alagon. And this is all the 
^' SpatiiaJrds^ havfe^to tfjipbsfe ^160,000 French troops. Tlie provinces 
^^ are not afmedj And as to enthusiasm 1 have iseen no marks of it. 

** That theSpaniardS'must be driven from Madrid is inevitable; . 
** they hav€i no force t6 Resist. When they will bring up, or if they 
^ \dll bring' up' at'aH,' ^ I cannot gdess. ^ In this pro\ihce, and 
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^^ thi'oughcmt Old Castile^ ibate is no mark of amy intention to 
^' make any effort. The French cavalry are overranning the plainGT, 
^' raising oootribistioiMk, to which the people ffubnut without re- 
^^ slatance. 

^^ There may be more chsrmeter in odier parts, Enthuftiaam^ and 
'^ an obstinate determination not to submit to die Fnoch yotoe, may 
^^ do much. But even in tfaaa caae die GMremment has been impro* 

i«b«t : arms, ^ammumtion, and oAer nieims, «e wanting. 

The probability therefore is that the French will succeed; and 
^^ if diey do^ it will he from joo talent having spmmg up, after the 
^ first eShtt^ to take advauntage of the impulse^ and of the enthaosiasm 
*^ which then existed. 

^^ I understand aH is fear and oonfuaioa at Madrid* 

^^ Tell James it is difficult to judge at a diateace. . Tlla Spnaaards 
*' ha^e not shewn themaelves a wise ar a provident people. Their 
'^ wisdom is not a wisdom of aiction ; bmt still they ate a fine 
^' people; a dbameteir of d^ own, quite ffisttnct from odier naiions; 
^^ and Bmch mi^t hare been done with^ them. Pcshaps they may 
^^ nmse again. Pmy fbr me thni I may mnke right deciaans : if I 
^^ make bad ones, it will not be tfior want of considei&iaan. 

^^ I sleep little, it is now oidy five in the memii^ ; and I have 
^ concluded, -einoe I got up, this long letter. 

'* Your alfecdonate brother, 

*^ John Moorie." 

One of the qualities of the miod with which Sir Joboi Moore was 
gifted in a most extraordinary degree, was that of prescience. Th« 
letters he wrote daring the campaign to two military friends, as 
well as those to his own family^ prove diat he foresaw very early 
levery event which afterwards took place. No movement was mads 
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by Buonaparte^ however artfully concealed, that was unexpected by 
him. Therefore, thfnigh the* intciUgenee he received was always 
defective, and generally false, he was often able to supply the defi* 
cieilcy by a most extraordinary sagacity. 

A cirauHiatuice ocenned atrihia tims^ to dn honoar of the Spaniards, 
w^hieh is tbas nlated in his Jonmal : 

. ^' Lord Profay was at Toidesillas recxnnoitring, when a patrole of 
'< Frenoh eavalry eame into, ihe town. They stayed d<nne time. 
^^ £vwy voEBn in the tmm hnew that Froby was there, for he had 
'^ been two daya aoDioag tlnml; yet not a man betrayed him. And 
^^ when the cavadiy kfit the place, and his Lon^hip came into the 
^^ street,, tikey afl testified <heir sotis&etion, and dedai^ that, though 
'^ they had no arms, they would have died rather than have allowed 
" him to be tafcen;'' 

Sir David Baird in his mardi from Corunna had to struggle with 
^fifieakieB of a kind totalSy^new to him. 

TMs Goneral had distinguished himself in many campaigns in 
iBdia, where the British* anny are always accompanied wit^ so nu* 
merooB' a train af slaves, servants, and sutlers, horses, bullocks, and 
elephants, that the troops are not only abundantly supplied Mith 
necessanna, but even^ fornished' with many luxmies. 

But heve- Sir David had' to encounter a thousand deficiencies; he 
ihiet wiih a. variety of obstacles to his progress, and received little 
aiid from the Spaniards to overcome them. In order to procure 
soffident supplies for the troops, and to be able to carry forward 
the baggage, he was obliged to divide his small corps into smaller 
dbtaahments; each folloM^ng the other at considnable distances. 
l£e arrivsd at Astorga November 19 with a part of his infantry ; but 
the foUowing extract of a letter whidi he wrote from that place, wilT 
expkiBj hia situation. 
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Sir David JBaird to Sir John Moore. 

" MY DEAR SIR JOHN, - NiWmbir ^Zi.. . 

^^ Thb more. £ considef 'Oiir sitaatioii, the more I am 
^^ convinced of the danger that would attend my malaog, at the 
^^ present moment, any movement. in advance, or atteihpt to join 
" you, until my force is more eoUected. We have no kind of sup-* 
^^ port to expect from the Spaniards,' Who are completely dispersed 
^* and driven from the field; And if :I were to move forward the 
*^ infantry I have at present here^ I should neceadarily expose iny- 
'^ self to be beaten in detail, withcmt a, chance of being able -to op* 
** pose any ejSeic;tual resistance.. , : ^ 

"The Enemy are certainly at Majorga^ and dfcdr paities . have 
^f pushed forward almost close Ao BenaVeote. From my present want 
^' of cavalry I have not been able to ascertain how forward thekjopfiBuitry 
^^ may be. But as they have had the qjoiny, which 'defeested Blake 
<^ unoccupied since the 13th, eind ihat ivhibh' routed .the .Estreiha-' 
^f duirans sincfe the 10th, I cannot believe, that they aue: very remote^ 

^^ Qn my left they have piished forwssurd as &r as St/VijieBntb^db' 
" laBurena and Colcwbas, both of which^pkoes.'wefe, aitakdced on 
<^ the 19th instants Of their being.carried thkrb'caiOLi he TittileidDubt ; 
^^ as there does not appear to be any foBcie in the i^starias flufficient 
" to resist them. And should they have been. siioeessfol, my^oorn-* 
^f munication with my rear .my be endangered, by their advance 
" on. the road through Mondecedo ior Lugo. .. 

^^ Under these circumstances J have felt it my .duty to consult 
^^ with the Qeiieral Qfficws here, as to the measurfes it would be 
" proper to adjopt; and their sentiments are perfectly in unison tvith 
" my own; that unless you should judge it absolirtely requisite,^ i* 
^^ would not be advisable to attempt to advance, without I should 
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^^ be abk to assemble. my whole force at this place, previous to be- 
^* ginning to move. Should however the !l^neiny advance in force 
^^ before that time, which will not be previous to December 4, from 
^^ tht general tenor of your letters to me, and particularly from the 
" intention you express in that of the 15th of £dling back on Giu- 
f^ dad. Rodrigo, if the Enemy approach nearer than Vallaoolid, X 
" shall instantly commence my retreat, taking care if possible to 
^' move by the time they are within three days' march of me^ to 
<^ prevent the confusion and loss necessarily att^sndani on a close 
" pursuit 

^^ I had written thus fieur when I had the satisfaction to receive 
^^ your two letten of the 19th instant; and it is particularly grati- 
^^ fying to me to have your sanction to the measures I proposed to 
" -adopt. It is very extmordinaiy that I have been unable to ob- 
^^ tain any sort of information respecting the position of the Enemy's 
** infantry, although I have used every endeavour to get intel- 
" ligence. 

'^ I indose a oopy of some intelHgence commumcated by a person 
^^ who was sent 'from Leon to obtain information respecting the 
movements of the French, and of a letter wiitten by Gilonel 
Gndiain from tiie head-quarters of Castanos^ army. 

From the latter it is clearly apparent how very much exaggerated 
5^ the aoeounte generally circulated of the strengdi of the Spanish 
'^ armies have been. In all probability Castanos and Palafox may 
" by this time have met with the sane reverse as Blake ; in which 
^ gase the Spaxiiards could have no force .deserving the denomina- 
tion of an army in the i«ld« 

" As it could never be intended by the British Government that 
our army should engage in the defence of this Country tmaided 
" and unsupported by any Spanish fores^ I confess,* my. dear iS9r 
"John, I bqgiji to be ,at a, lyw ta (jisoover an obfect <rt Ats^ mo-' 
ment in Spain : it being very evident that the Spaniards are 
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^ pot at this moment In b^ situation ip he .capable of assemhiiog a 
^^ force competent to 'offer any serious resistance to the prog^peas of 
" the French arw. 

It is verjr remarkable that I have .not prpcured the lea«t inteK 
ligence^ or; received any sort of comxniinicationy from any of the 
^^ o0ici^ Au^nties at Ma^irid^ or either qf the Spanish Gpen^rals. 
*^ Neither Mr. iPrere nor . Lord William Bentinqk have written to 
^^ me (o€, a considerable time^ : . 

; ^ I remain^ 197 dear ^ John> he. 

« D. Baied/' 

This excellent letter aliewa how very just a noticm Sir David Boird 
entertained pi the Sp^mish affairs ; and it appows that both himself, 
and the Generals in his army^ saw tl^e.pijipi^ct of ^ents in enen 
a. more desponding H^t than Sir Johnt Aftoore, who indeed states at 
this period in his Journal — ' ' ' 

^ I see my Mtuation a& clearly as any one, that nothing can be 
" worse ; for- 1 have no Spanish axmy to give me the leaat aMutance, 
^ cmly the M arqms Eomana is ond^avouring to asaemUe the fd- 
^ gitTves from Blake's army at !)Lieon. : r . > 

^^ Yet 1 am determined tp fejrip th^ juDalSeOiei tibia aumy, and^to 
** try onr fortune. W^e We. 90 busviesa hc^e. w^ things met^y. but, 
^\ being her^, it :wwldL Qevef:. dp, tc^ a^^^q^^ thi3i Spaniards /mthint a 
'^ struffflde.'' . ... 



Th* diffienlty of obte«mg iiiMelKgeneewas'one of the great em* 
h4MrraiWweBta whioK the: English had to. contend with ; and^ what 
was quite unexpected^ the Spanish generafe- complained as much of 
Uuf as the BogJisK. 

. It was ofwessivefy diffinte to iMrn tlW ikuth by private means, 
9fA tb9 pnUic oftdU repots t were iinifwmly Mie. Many other 
ex«a|i|A99t ipnU owmir: ia the: prtgjrtM of liiis narratwe. On the 
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23d a£ November Gleneral IBlake wrote from Leon^ that the Freach 
bad ad^«iu3ed from Sahagune, and were collectmg a &rce at Ampudia 
and Rio Seco. And the Marquis Romana transmitted additional 
tiifiMrmation/ nvjiii^ was repeated through other channels, ^^ that 
^^ file fitiemy had, on the 24th instant, collected a corps of 14,009 
^^ infaiytrj at Rio Seco, and that they had in addition 4000 cavalry 
*' in idkeit neighbotirhbod.'" Sir David Baird naturally believed tius 
information ; and ^bn^hded ihat this corps vt^as intended to fall upon 
him before his troops were collected in a body. He therefore pre^ 
pared to' rdtreat, ancl applied to Sir John Moore for directions, 
whether the cavalry should retire tlirough Portugal, or be embarked, 
and go by sea. 

Sir John howeicer distovered, that Blake and Romana had boctn 
deceived by reports spread in consequence of a strong corps^ of 
French cavalry scouring the country. They had diffused a -wide 
alarm ; but the General learnt that the principal part of the French 
army was marching against Castanos. He tberefoie sent orders to 
Sir David Baird ^o advance and join him« The effect of these fSalse 
accounts was, however, to retard the Junction. ... . • 

The situation of affairs in Spain wa9 becoming ta/tfst wA a&ore 
critical ; and every account sent to Sir John JVfoove by ine)ij«£^s(miid 
judgment wasUUed with convincing proofs that the Spaiydii Govern- 
ment had most unwisely coiicealed their very desperate Wate froiwu 
their ally. 

LieUt.-GeneraI Hope, who always fulfilled the wishes of his Gomw 
mander, had persevered in a toilsome march ; and, by inde&tigable 
exertions, and good arrangements, had provided for the subsistence 
of the corps placed under his command, and broyght Jth^pi 'fi^nvafd 
to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

The accounts he wrote from that* Gty, November 20, were just 
and discouraging. He there found Lord William Bentinck, who 
had transmitted so much useful and accurate information. 
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They both had a conference with the artful, aubtle^ knd unprincipled 
Morla — a political hypocrite actiiig the part of a patriot^ a Spaniah 
nobleman despising honour. 

This base man, foreseeing the probable superiority of Buonaparte, 
secretly combined with him; and was. now cunningly retarding 
every useful measure, and suggesting. every misduevous one which 
lie durst, without exciting suspicion of *his decdgnsi. As Sir John 
Moore* perceived there was no -Spanish force in the North capable 
of opposing the French armies, he was considering of the expe- 
diency pf carrying the English army to the Soudi, and there mak- 
ing a stand, where there might be a prqbability of giving eflBec- 
tual aid. 

In the above conference, Morla, aware of this judicious plan, did 
his utmost to prevent its being adopted^ and endeavoured to entrap 
a part at least of the British army. 

The words of General Hope's letter are, 

^< MT DSAK MOORE, * Madrid, 20th Niwember, 1808. 

^^ In consequence of a pressing letter from Lord 
*^ '\^^lliam Bentinck, I yesterday came to Madrid. 

^^ This morning Lord William and I have had a long conversa- 
** tion with DonT. Morja, authorised by the Junta to converse with 
^* us upon the state of afiairs. 

^^ Much desultory reasoning passed at this conference; and it is 
<' perfectly evident that they are altogether without a jdan, as to 
" their future military operations, either in the case of success or 
** misfortune. 

^ Every branch is affected by the disjointed and inefficient coa- 
^ «truction of their Government. 

♦ L.O. 
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The only result of this conference that can be worth communi- 
cating to you is, that it is the decided opinion of Morla, and stated 
by him as what the Government also wish, that in case of the 
Brkkh fofce being now prevented from forming a junction, for the 
purpose of advanoing to undertake active offensive operations, a 
^^ junction of whatever part of that force it may be practicable to 
" bring together should take place in the centre of Spain/' 

Men of strict honour aad integrity, like Lord William Bentinck 
and General Hope, . are never pitme to suspicion* It is from subse- 
quent f^cta that it becomes. dear, that this ndvice was insictiously 
given. Had it been followed, the British army, which was too 
. smaU to copp.with the French eveawhen combined, must have 
be^n separate ; ^nd that portion which should approach the centre 
of Spain would have become an easy prey to Buonaparte; while the 
remainder would. Imve. been tocb weak to hove been^ efficacious^ 

On the 27th of Nommber this letter arrived*: 

Mr. Ftere to Sir John Moore. 

®'*» ' - - Aranjuexy 25 Nov. \ZOi. 

" I SEND inclosed tfie cb^y of a Note which I addressed 
" to M. Garay, secretary of the Junta, and which contains the re- 
<<^ capitulation ief a conference which I had with him (on the subject 
« of y<mr letters addressed to me and to Lord William Bentinck) in 
« the presence of Mr. Stuart I have likewise inclosed his answer, 
** which I have jurt received; It is difScult to account entirely for 
" the want of information of whidi we have to complain. It is 
"owing certainly in part to the mista,ken notions of secrecy and 
jnysiery which are attached to the concerns of Gbvemment, which 
is incidental to people who are unexpectedly called to the manage- 
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<^ mjeiit of public afikirs. iSomathiitig, I ^tn afraid, i» likewise to be 
^^ imputed to a jealousy of Gt^at Britain;, w if we presumed upon 
^^ tbe obligations under ij^hicli this Country i^' placed. But mosit of 
*^ aU,. the confusion of Aeir own system ©f intelligence'^ . or, fchore 
^* properly dpeakiii^i th|B >fvafit of system is the cauae of the lujqer- 
" taifuty in. which, we are left upon points of.tbe greatest con- 
^* sequence* ^ . ^ , ^ * . * ' , 

^^ Tlie accounts, however, which have been received to-day have 
^^ been personally too alarming for cbncealttetit. A courifer has 
" arrived who left the advanced posts of the Freiie)i cJt "Medind eeli ; 
^' axMi ah express has since cDme in^from ^IWriga with an aticount 
^^ of firing having beea heard at Sigu^^. As the 'l>*rench afe 
^^ superior in oavalry, and there is nothing to stop l^tem between 
'Vthat place and this, the Junta, are in immediate ejcjpeiitatibn of 
^^ theiil approadi, and had deffceymined this evenii^dn retiring upon 
^' Cordova. I am in hopes that they have been 'pm^Hed trpon ^b 
*^ relinquish this plan, and to Content ihraMelves at {iresetit i^ith 
" retreating to Toledo. The following is the statement of the 
*^ numbers of their troops in.New Castile : ^ 

AtBuitrago- - 6000 
Segovia - - 4^00 
l^omosierca - 64P9 » 
Madrid -. -5900 
^f The force of the Enemy ^s red^pned %t .about ;eleweii 'diofnand 
^ ipaen, of which six thousaiul cavalry ^n^W QflKtearal.BdUianiL 

*^ I inclpse a repcnrt which has just beenacnt mc relative to Blakcf's 
^' army. I find vipon enquiry, ths^t ^^ 4^ ^f^; attack h the 18th 
at night. Columbrcs is not above two or. thrM lei^uea hami the ifirst 
village of Asturias. I learn at the a^neitip^,. that oheof the Astucian 
Deputies to whom I had directed: Vy ^oquiries haa already left the 
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^< Sitio. llie M af qab Roniana on the I/^th was attempting to make a 
^^ stand at Torra it la Vega. General Leidi had given orders, which 
" had heen properi^ executed, for Evacuating the post df St. Ander. 
^< No courier has been received from Gastanos; and it i^ clear, from 
^^ the situation of the Freihih, iftkt th^ ^rect^ cominunicatibn is cut 
^^ o£F. €rreat i^fc^ctontent and' peirplexity are known to be pnsvalent at 
" head-qtucrters. ' ' 

^^ Mr. Stuart wffl be able tb'^Vi you bettier accounts of die military 
" condition of MadUd. There are aboiit S or 10,060 musquets, and 
^^ anmunitibn h^ been distributed. 

^* The J\mtk appeieur at present mord ahi^ious for your union with 
^^ Blake th&irfor cbvering' MadHd. • WHat they mofet deprecate, and 
<^ I'thitik with' most teABoA, is a I'etre^t upon Portitgal. Ik would 
'^ sink the Heaxts of the whole country/^and would g^ve the impres-* 
'' Sfon of bur havings alter an inefikitiiai cffiirt, relapsed into the old 
" lindl»d. system of p(rote<it5i%Porttf^^ 

^' I must apologise ibr the aumrent^rinality of this letter^ which 
dbes not proceed fronr ainymd&iation ta i^imhefitci a less confi- 
dential mode of communicatida between'us ;^ but is owiiig to the 
hui¥y which the cir<:timstaiices Thave mentloaed will' account for. 

'^'Believe me, &c. 

** Ji H. Frere." 

There are two singular passages in this letter. The first is, it is 
stdt^ that^the fbrc6^' <^ the Enemy is about eleven thousand men. 
WfciiWPtlw^ foree it^, w tib*'*nfentkMied'} but the Jiiiitar ought to have 
fcii»#ti «hiA M'thMS" pel«**'Bfedttapferte^ wfri advancing i^pidly with 
neat^'^OdO^ vdiieh^^iUf^nnaftion. ought to have been communi- 
cated to Sir John Moore. The second is, that Mr. Frere strongly 
deprecates a retreat oh Portugal. This probably was not an ori- 
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^nal error of Mr. Frere's, bmt iDstillcd into his mind hj Moi*la; 
for ether^vise a peraon. tp^Uy ignpragit of military affairs would 
hardly have ventured to express so d^cided^y his oj^nion of a military 
movement to an :experieiiced iGieii^r^. ; . . 

Morla was now become th^ chie^ imler^f tbp Junta; and was con* 
sidered a man of the first rabiUti^ in^J^j^in.., He h^ bjeeji aji^oint^d 
President of the Board charged vidth military affairs^^^ afifl yvj^ u:ith 
great success efFectihg the destractioii of t)(^e Spfi^^p^ anrass. ..Pre- 
vious to his interferenoe^ the Generals Caatanoa ajfid Bl^e.h^ad most 
judiciously acted upon the defensive: that.,pystejp,>yas .now. repro^r. 
bated ; and the Generab were iptipelled forward, coptraiijf to their 
judgment Morla was, however, not content, witb the destraction 
of the Spanish armies in succession : but, m^ order to complete the 
subjugation of Spaiq, he got himself appointed by the Junta * 
to treat wi^h the BngU^ (generals; and empowered to proceed 
to the execution of such measure^, as vrer^ urgent and, peremptory. 

Being invested with thwaujEhprity,, he did not fsdl to exert it; 
and had his advios^or reqyiisitioiw* Wptt; li.terally obeyed,,^ not. a. 
man of the British army wA4ldha«vq escaped 

The following is the .. requisition made by Mr. Frere to the 
Supreme Junta, in consequence of Sir John Moore^s letter to liim. 

» 
Du Mr. Frere d son Excellence Mr. tie Garay, 

"i'Ai cr(k devoir adresaer k votre £xceUelioe, oofiutae 
''^Membre et S^cr^taire de la Supreme Junta C«ltrale, nne i^^wr^. 
** sentatlon qui m' a pacft trop importante pour ne pas itn 'Qomnafuiu* 

* Vide Mr. De Garay to Mr. Frere, which sopn follows. 
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^ qu^ k cetle assembye par un de ses individus dlstingu^ par sa 

* confiance et'charg^ de«6s plus importantes fonctions. 

*^ Des lettres qui me eont parvenues de la part de Sir J. Moore 

* m' ont donn^ occasion de vous r^capituler les plaintes qu' il m' adres- 
' soit, et qu'^il regrettoit (me disoit il) ne pas pouvoir adresser en 

* personne k Aranjuez. 

^^ II se plaint d'abord de V 6tsA d'incertitude dans lequel ilse troiive, 

* r^ativement au nombre et aux positions de Y Ennemi^ et m^me 

* aux projets et ^v^nemens de la campagne, au point (me dit-il) 
^ que, lors de V dvacuation peu militaire de Valladolid par le G^n^ral 
^ Pignatelli, cet Officier n' a pas erft devoir lui en envoyer Y avis. 

* Les details de la route et de T^tat efFectif de Y Arm^e d'Estremadure 
^ lui ont ^t^ ^galement long terns JnconnAs ; la retraite du G^n^ral 
' Blake, et sa retraite sur Reynosa, lui ont 4t4 ^galement inconnues- 
^ jusqu' h ce qu' il en re^ut enfin la nouvelle par la voye de Madrid. 

*^ II poursuit en ces termes : * Je ne suis en communication avec 
aucune des Armies, ni au feit des intentions du Gouvemement 
Espagnol, ni d' aucun de ses G^n^raux. 

^ Castanos, avec qui on m' avoit mis en corr^spondance, estd^mis 
de son commandement au moment o& j' aurois pii aitendre de ses 
nouvelles ; et Romana, avec qui je dois maintenant, je suppose, entrer 
en corr^pondance, est absent. En attendant, les Fran90js ne sont 
qu* k quatre jours de marche de mon arm^e qui ne fait que s* assem- 
bier ; mais je ne peux encore apprendre Y ^tat de leur force. Aucun 
•canal d' information ne m' a €t6 ouvert, et je ne suis pas assez long' 
tems dans te pays pour me les procurer moi-m6me. Je vous feis 
part de ces particularit^s. Je voudrois pouvoir aller moi-m€me h ' 
Aranjuez, ou Madrid, en faire la rdpr^entation ; car, vraiment, si 
les choses doivent rester dans cet ^tat, la mine de la cause d'Es- 
pagne, et la d^faite de ses Arm^s, ne pent pas manquer; et il 
deviendra de mon devoir de ne regarder que la s^curit^ de FArmfe 
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^ Britaxmiqne^ et de prendre des m^siires pour U turer d'wie aituadoa 
^ ouy sans la poseibilitd d' ^tre util@j elle ert iexpos^ 2^ ime dd&dte 
^'certaine/ 

£n r^ponae k ces observations r^tlves au G^ndral Castanos 
et au Marqiiis de la Romana, V. £. m^ apprit, k ma tr^ grande 
^' surprise, qu' il y avoit dix jours k peu pres que des Ordres avoient 
'^ 4i4 expedi^ au Marquis de la Romana pour venir pr^adre le com* 
^^ mandement de I'Arm^ du Centre, en laissant celle du Nord et des 
^^ Asturies aux ordres de M. Blake. 

^' Le secret commun k une assembl^e de 32 personnes auroit p(jL, 
*f ee me semble, fetre oonfi^ au Ministre de S, M • B. sans augmenter 
^^ beaucoup le risque de ^sa dividgation, quand mdme il n' auroit pas 
V et^ question d' un &lt int^ressant, et dont la connoissance ^toit 
*\ n&;es8aire pour la corrdspondance dont pouvoit d^pendre la surety 
*^ de r Ann^ Angloise. II m' a par& que V. £. ne se montreroit pas 
*^ insen^le k la justice de cette reflection ; k Ibquelle y aurois pft 
^ pouter que la nouvelle de Y entr^ des Fran9ois k VaUadolid m' a 4i4 
^^ cach^ ; qui^ lors m^me que je demandois si le bruit public qui V 
*' a^imoncoil avoit quelque fondement, on m' a r^pondu, qu' il n^ ^toit 
<f arriv^ ce jour Ik aucuoe nouvelle officielle except^ sur le transport 
^ de quelques pi&^es d' artiUerie, je crois, k. Segovie. II m' etmt done 
in^ossible de croire, d' apr^s une pareille r^ponse, que des nouvelles 
autben^ues avoient apport^ la certitude de T^vdnement sur lequel 
je demandois une explicatio];!^ et qu'on avcut crii pouvoir la dissi- 
^^ miller par une Equivoque fond^ sur la non-arriv^ du rapport 
^^ ia^Utl du Commandant. La nouvelle de la d^faite du G^ndraf 
^< Blake, nouvelle qui auroit pil causer la perte totale des deux. 
^' divisions qui comiQen9oient a se former sous les G^n^raux Moore 
M et Baird, m' a etd effectivement communiquee, mai& le soir du. 
^^ lendemain de Y arriv^e da Courier*. 
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** Je suis blen loin d' i^prouver le moindre sendment d' aigreur 
personelle contre des personnes infiniment respectables, qui n' ont 
feit que suivie un systfime qui leur aura ^t^ pr&crit, tant pour 
les r^ponses que pour le silence; mais il est de mon devoir de 
^< r^lamer hautement contre la continuation dVun sjst^me^ qui sans 
^^ assurer le secret vis-k-vis des Ennemis, ^tablit la defiance et le 
^ mysi^re k la place de cette confiance qui devoit servir de base aux 
^^ Gombinaisons desquelles doit d^pendre le sort de la guerre actuelle* 
J^ ai appris ayec beaucoup de plaisir la nouvelle du rappel de la 
Commission d^organatrice envoyde k TArm^e du Centre^ sunsi que 
^^ celle de la nomination de M. de Morla avec de pleins pouvoirs 
pour conf^rer et conclure avec nos Officiers sur tous les objets 
r^atifs k un systSme de co-operation efficace ; j' ^sp^re que ces 
pouvoirs seront encore augment^^ tant pour la partie executive, 
que pour la d^b^rative. 

L' expedition d' un Courier pour le Marquis de la Romana lui 

aura, sans doute^ apport^^ selon les inatructions de Y. £• un ordre 

*^ de s' aboucher avec le G^n^ral Sir J. Moore. . ^ » 

^^ Je ne puis finir sans remerder V. £• tie Y attention avec laqu^Ife 

^^ elle a ^sotit^, dans une premiere conf(^rence^ les detsdls d'unexepr^r 

^* sentation n^cessairepient £eicheuse. . . .♦ 

*^ Je laprie^ &c. , .. 

^^ J. H. Freiib.'\ 

This letter is certainly not written in very respectful term3s e«^. 
pecially ba the persons so harshly complained of were exercising, 
sovereign powers* The following mild answer was however fcturned j . 
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Teanslatiok. 
" To the Right Hon: J. Hookham Frei^e. 

** MOST £XC£LL£XT SIR, Aranjuex^ N<r$. 24, Ig08. 

*' I HAVE laid before the Supreme ruling Junta of the 

Kingdom the note your Excellency was pleased to address to me 

yesterday, relative to the complaint made to you by Sir John Moore, 
^* with regard to the state of ignorance in which he was kept with re- 
^* spect to the number and positions of the Enemy, and to the events 

and operations of our Annies. 

" Of the evacuation of Valladolid, which was not a military move- 

ment, the Supreme Junta knows nothing ; neither of the particu* 
'* lars of an action in which one of the divisions of the Army of Es- 

tremadura was concerned. The same is the case with regard to the 
<< details of the operations of General Blake ; who states that he has 
^* had two engagements — the one of which was in favour of our arms, 
'^ and the other, though of no great advantage to the Enemy, obliged 
•* him to retreat to Reynosa. 

** Each of the Generals liad received positive orders from tile Junta, 
^* which are now reiterated to them by extraordinary couriers, to com* 
^ municate with the English General, and to act in concert with 
^^ him* His Majesty would receive the highest satisfaction if Sif 
^^ John Moore could appear personally at Aranjuez or at Madrid^ 
'^^ to make such observations, and to adjust those points which he 
•^ thinks might conduce to the removal- of iiiose circumstances which 
" appear contrary to the good understandings and which might pro- 
" duce all the effect that may be expected from our union with the 
** great power which with such generosity affords us assistance, 
** and which the Junta could not see disappointed or weakened with- 
** out the greatest regret This^ however, could not happen, if,, acting 






i€ 



€€ 



4t 



Digitized by 



Google 






*^ in concert, and with a perfect harmony, we avail ourselves of a 
** speedy union of the forces, to complete the destruction of the Enemy, 
^ and of his plans; if, the English troops forming a junction with 
** the left: of our army, -we compose a formidable body of 70,000 infan- 
^* try and 6000 cayalry, a force with which we should be certain of 
" the blow, and which we never could be by any different conduct. 

" Then the generous efforts of our ally, England, would complete 
^^ the work ; under whose happy and auspicious commencement the 
eternal friendship and alliance by which the two nations are for 
ever to be united began ; so that neither interest nor policy will 
*^ ever be sufficient to break the bonds by which they are united. 

" When I spoke to your Excellency with regard to General Castas 
" nos, I had the honour to explain to you the strong and political 
motives that existed for acting as we had done. Your Excellency - 
was convinced, and it was then determined, that he should not quit 
the command until the arrival of the Mafquis de la Romana. In 
this there has been no secret, nor should there be any, however im* 
" portltnt it may be, with re^UKl to« the Minister of a friendly nation^ 
^^ towards whom the Junta feels the greatest personal esteem and conr 
*^ sideration, independent of his official character. 

" The Junta knew of the Enemy's entry into Valladolid, and, after- 
** waixls, of the evacuation of that city by the French troops, who 
" made but a very short stay there. General Morla is appointed to 
** tr^at with the English (Jenerals, to agree upon the necessary plans 
*^ and operations, and to give information of them to the Supreme 
" Junta; proceeding immediately to the execution of those measures 
^* which are urgent and peremptory. 

" I have now only to assure your Excellency of the particular satis- 
^^ faction and pleasure I derived from hearing your remarks on these 
mattsers, which led to this our first conference. I shall be ready to 
repeat it,, with pleasure, as often as your Excellency may think 
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*^ proper ; either at your house^ or wherever else you may choose to 
^^ appoint In the mean tlme^ 

^* I am, &c. 

" Martin pe Garay/^ 

Sir John Moore did not think it expedient to accept of the invita- 
tion given in this letter to go to Aranjuez or Madrid, and leave the 
troops at Salamanca, in the present threatening postm:^ of affairs* 

His occupations were too important to admit of such an interrup- 
tion ; and the quantity of business he transacted may be conceived 
from the manner in which his time was daily cfmployed. 

He always rose between three and four in the morning, lighted 
his fire and candle by a lamp which was placed in his room, and em- 
ployed himself in writing till eight o'clock, when the officers of the 
family were assembled for breakfast. 

After breakfast he received the General Officers, and all persons 
with whom he had business ; and the necessary orders were issued. 
His pen was frequently in his hand in the forenoon also ; for he 
wrote all his letters himself. He always rode before dinner for an 
hour or two, either to view the troops, or to reconnoitre the country. 

His table was plentiful ; and the company varied from fourteen to 
twenty officers. He was a very plain and moderate eater, and seldom 
drank more than three or four glasses of wine, conversing with 
his officers with great frankness and cheerfulness. His portfolio 
was usually opened again before he went to bed ; but, unless kept 
up by business, he never sat up later than ten o'clock. 

By this regularity and assiduity all his affairs were transacted with 
order, and without procrastination. 

The information conveyed by Mr. Garay's letter was by no means 
satisfactory. It contained no foundation upon which a decision could 
be built. 
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Therefore, as the troopa were not yet assembled, Sir John wrote 
to learn the opinion of Mr. Frere. 

Sir John Moore to his Ewcellenct/ J] H. Frere. 

" SIR, Salamanca, 21 Nov. 1808. 

'^ I HAD the honour to receive last night a letter frcwn 
" Mr. Stuart, of the 24th inst in answer to that which I addressed 
'' to you on the 19th. 

*' The conversation which Mr. Stuart states you to have had with 
the Secretary of the Supreme Junta, and the remonstrances with 
which you have foUowed it, are; perhaps, as much as can he done 
by you in your situation. The eflTect produced upon the Secretary, 
** and the measures he said were determined, are very good, if we 
^^ were looking to events six months hence ; but the situation in 
" which we are, calls for something more efficient and energetixj, 

" Madrid is threatened — ^the French have destroyed one army, have 
^^ passed the Ebro, and are advancing in superior numbers against 
^^ another : which, from its composition and strength, promises no re* 
^ sistance, but must either retire, or be overwhelmed. No other 
" armed force exists in this country. I perceive no entliusiasm, or any 
" determined spirit amongst the people. 

" The French Cavalry, even in parties so weak as eleven or twelve 
*^ men, enter the villages in Leon, and the neighbouring provinces,. 
^^ and raise contributions without opposition. 

*' This is a state of things quite diflFerent from that conceived by 
" the British Government, when they determined to send troops to- 
f^ the assistance of Spain. It was not expected that these were to 
^* cope alone with the whole force of France ;. but as auxiliaries, to aid 
" a people who were believed to be enthusiastic, determined, and 
prcpai^d for resistance.. 
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•* It becomes, therefore, a question, whether the British Army 
*^ should remain to be attacked in its turn, or retire from a country 
^^ where the -contest, from whatever circumstances, has become un* 
** equal. 

^* I wish to throw no responsibility off myself, which properly be- 
longs to me. 

The question is not purely a military one. It belongs at least 
*^ as much to you, as to me, to decide upon it. Your communications 
*^ with the Spanish Government, and the opportunities you have had 
^* of judging of the general state of the Country, enable you to form 
" as just an estimate of the resistance that is likely to be offered. 

" You are, perhaps, better acquainted with the views of the British 
*^ Cabinet ; and the question is. What would that Cabinet direct, were 
" they upon the spot to determine ? It is of much importance that 
'^ this should be thoroughly considered ; it is comparatively of very 
•' little, on whom shall rest the greatest share of responsibility. I am 
" ^villing to take the whole, or a part ; but I am very anxious to 
^* know your ojrinion. 

* " The movements of the French give us little time for discussion. 

^* As soon as the British Army has formed a junction, I must, upon 

•" the supposition that Castanos is either beaten or retreated, march 

upon Madrid, and throw myself into the heart of Spain, and thus 

run all risks, and share the fortunes of the Spanish Nation ; or I 

must fall back upon Portugal. 

" In the latter case, I fell back upon my resources, upon Lisbon : 
cover a country where there is a British interest ; act as a diversion 
in fevour of Spain, if the French detach a force against me ; and 
" am ready to return to the assistance of the Spaniards, should cir- 
cumstances again render it eligible. 

" By marching into Spain, I detach myself from my resources, 
and should, probably,^ be able to take with me but a small portion 



it 



n 



(C 



a 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 

^^ of the military stores I have brought forward. In which ciuie I 
*^ sliould not be able, for a time^ for much contest. But every thing 
^^ could be sent from Lisbon to Cadiz^ and thence join me. 

^^ The movement into Spain is one of greater hazard, as my retreat 
^^ to Cadiz or Gibraltar must be very uncertain. I shall be entii^y 
^^ in the power of the Spaniards ; but perhaps this is wooihy of risk, 
^^ if the GoyemmeBt and People of Spain axe thought to have atill 
^^ sufficient energy and the means to recover from their defeats ; and, 
<* by collecting in the South, be able, with the aid of the British 
^^ Army, to resist^ and finally repel, the formidable attack which is 
'^ prepared against them. 

^^ It is impossible not to wish, and then it is more difficult not to 
^^ hope, that (the Spaniards may be at last successful in a struggle 
^^ which does them so much honour. They are a fine people, and had 
they fallen into more able hands would have proved themselves 
fully equal to the contest. But I much foar the opportunity is now 
past ; and that no efforts they are likely to make will be sufficient^ 
or in time, to stand the armies they must engage. Upon this sub- 
ject, however, I cannot be very decided, and shall be most happy 
^^ to find myself mistaken. i 

"I am^ &c. &c 

"John Moorb.'^ 
On the same day Sir John Moore wrote the following private letter 
to Mr. Stuart, to whom he confided his thoughts moist openly. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart ^ Esq. , 
" MY D£MEt SIB, Salaniancay 27 Nov. 180S. 

" I THANK you ^r your letter. You will see what 
" I have written to Mr. Frere, and will, I hope, think with me om 
^^ the necessity of deciding a question, which, surely alone, he being 
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1*^111 tHe country, 1 could hot wth projMiety decide for myself. 
. " Whatever be the decision, I shall be guided by events in the exe« 
" cution of it. 

** I have every inclination to tlunk well of the Spanish cause : that 
/^ I wish it well is most certain ; and that I shall be most proud to 
" give rt every aid in nay power* But, really, so little ability has 
** been displayed by the Government, or by those employed to direct 
^^ their armies ; there appears so much apathy in the people, and so 
'* little means prepared for resistance, . that I do not see how they can 
^^ stand against the Enemy. The French will haVe troublesome sub^ 
" jects ; but, in the first instance, they will have little mote than a 
** march to subdue the country. 

'^ I have not a shilting. The Spamards, I find, promise much 

more than they perform ; and here we have not been able to get 
^* five thousand pounds. The house you mention in a former letter 
^^ have money, but will not give it. 

^^ Sir D. Baird, upon some false intelligence that the French had 
^^ collected a large force at Rio Seco and Ampudia, has taken mea<- 
^^ sures to retreat, but I shall be able to stop him ;. and I hope by the 
^' 7^ or 8th of December, we shall be able to make our juuctioii. 

" 1 hope to meet Romana on his passage to the army, — ^the intelU* 
" gence was sent to Baird by General Blake. The French have- 
^^ many friends in this country; it is from them that a thousand 
^^ reports are daily spread to the disadvantage of the good cause. 

" I remain, &c. 

" John Moore. 

*^ P. S. There was a Colonel CharmiUy here from England. He 
** is gone on to Madrid, to ofier to raise a regiment of cavalry. He 
" is married in England : but I cannot help always having some dis- 
like to people of this description." 
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That ho time might be lost, Sir John Moore wrote a letter the fol- 
lowing day to Sir David Baird, to give him information of the move- 
ments of the French army, and to direct him to advance. 

It is now requisite to state the catastrophe of the Spanish Armies of 
the Centre and Right 

On the 21st of November Greneral Castanos' Head Quarters were 
at Cintruenigo, when the advanced guard of the French army ap- 
peared in sight. Castanos retreated in the night towards Tudela, 
and the French columns advanced by Soria and Lerona. 

Behind Tudela there is a small ridge of hills ; this was thought 
by the Representative of the Junta, and the Captain General of Ar- 
ragon, a good position. Castanos did not approve of it, and wished 
to retire ; but unfcxiunately he was overruled. He then drew up his 
main body near the centre of the ridge, concealing it from the Enemy ; 
and advanced his two flanks on the small hills near Tudeku 

The French attacked these points, and Castanos supported them 
from his centre. The Enemy were driven back on the left ; but a 
strong corps of French pushed forward from Tudela, and made a fresh 
attack upon the left, and threw the Spaniards into confusion. They 
were a species of troops who could. never rally; so all was disorder in 
a moment. Part dispiersed themsdves in the direction of Saragossa, 
and the rest towards Calatayud. 

The only corps which preserved any kind of order was that of 
General La Pena, stationed at Coscante. 

The news of this fresh disaster arrived at Madrid on the 27th of 
November. Mr. Stuart lost no time in transmitting the relation he 
had received to Sir John Moore, which he accompanied \^dth a short 
and dismal note ; in which are these words : — ^* I, therefore, lose 

not a moment in dispatching this to you, that you may be enabled 

to take such measures as, in this state of affairs, become absolutely 

necessary for the security of our Army/* 
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This dispatch reached Salamanca Nov. 28, which totally darkened 
the aspect of afiairs. 

While Castanos's army remainod^ there appeared to Sir John: 
Moore a hope of resisting in the North of Spain; but now he 
thought there was none. It was also evident, that if Buonaparte 
chose, as might be expected, to push forward his advanced corps upon 
him, his junction with General Hope would be very doubtful, and 
that with Sir David Baird impossible*. 

For these reasons he at once took the resolution of withdrawing 
the army from Gralicia and Ledn,.and assembling it upon the banks 
oftheTagus. 

The advantages of this measure were, that the whole British force 
would be collected and united with upwards of 10,000 men more, 
who were left in Portugal. 

In the mean time, all the scattered corps of the Spanish army 
might fall back, to join such new levies as were raised in the Southern 
Provinces ; which, when asssmbled, might still form an army capable 
of making a stand : and the British could then move to their aid 
in a formidable body. It appears fbom the previous correspondence, 
that it had always been the favourite plan of Sir John Moore to carry 
on the military operations from the South ; and now that the three 
Spanish armies were beaten, the reasons for adopting it had acquired 
great additional weight. 

If the Spaniards had constancy to hold out, and fortitude to con* 
tlnue the contest, ah opportunity would still be afforded them. In 
the South all their energies might be put forth, and effectual assis- 
tance would be given them by the British army. And should they 
also be repelled in this effort ; Cadiz and Gibraltar afforded them 
secure retreats. 

* Vide Appendix P. ' 
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From these fortresses the war might be renewed^ if cifcumstances 
favoured it; or if the ccotest was given up^ the armies would stiU be 
in ss^^fy. 

The following letters to Sir David Baird and General Hope wen 
sent.oflf the same evening* 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

^^ MY DEAR SIR DAVID, Salamanca, 28/A Nov. 1808. 

^^ I HAVE received this evening dispatches from Mn 
Stuart at Madrid, announcing the defeat and di^rsion of Gas- 
^ tanos's. army. The French in Spain are estimated at 80,000 men, 
^ and 30,000 are expected in the course of a week. It certainly was 
^ much my wish to have run great risks in aid of the peof^ of Spain ; 
^ but, after this second proof of how little they are able to do for 
^ themselves, the only two armies they had having made so little 
^ stand, I see no right to expect from them much greater exertions ;. 
' at any rate we should be overwhelmed before they could be pre- 
^ pared. I see no chance of our being able to form a junction ; as 

* certainly at Burgos the French have a corps which will now move 

* forward. 

** I have, therefore, determined to retreat upon Portugal with the 

* corps 1 have here ; and, if possible, with Hope^s corps, if by forced 
^ marches he can join me. I wish you to fall back on Corunna ; 

* send back immediately your stores, under such part of your force 
^ as you judge proper. You may then stay with the rest a little 
^ longer; if you can depend upon knowing the movements of the 

Enemy. I propose this, as were you at once to retire, it would 
^ encourage the Enemy to push at once on H<^e and me, and pre- ' 
^ vent our junction j which is the more necessary, as I must stop 
^ upon the frontier of Portugal, ^nd -cover Lisbon as long as pos-^ 
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sible. On your arrival at CJorunna, you will of course embark, 
^' and sail for the Tagus, where orders shall be waiting for you* 
" Write immediately to England, and give notice of what 'wc?- are 
^* doing ; and beg that transports may be sent to Lisbon ; thet will 
^^ be wanted : for when the French have Spain, Portugal cannot be 
^^ defended. 

*' I remain sincerely, 

" John Moore/' 

^^ This letter, though of the same date, is written on the evening 
^' of the day on which 1 wrote by Baron Tuyle. 

^' You will use your discretion as to sending the cavalry by sea 
^^ or through Portugal. I shall not W9.nt them here, if I can get the 
*^ two Regiments with Hope. J. M. 

" You will go to Lisbon with the whole of your force ; the two 
** regiments of cavalry included, not yet disembarked ; unless you 
" should receive orders from England to the contrary. J. M." 

Sir John Moore to JAeut.-General Hope. 

** MY DEAR HOPE, Salavianca^ 2%thNov. 1808. 

" I have receiv^, by Mr. Vaughan, the letters from 
*^ Madrid, which you had very properly opened. 

^^ After due consideration, I have determined to give the thing up, 
** and to retire. It was my wish to have run' great risks to fulfil 
^* what 1 conceive to be the wishes of the people of England, and to 
** give every aid to the Spanish cause ; but they have shewn them* 
**. selves equal to do so little for themselves — ^their two principal armies 
^^ having allowed themselves to be thus beaten and dispersed with* 
^* out almost an effort — ^it would only be sacrificing the Army without 
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'^ doing any good to Spain, to oppose it to such numbers as must now 
" be brought against us : besides, I take for granted^ a junction with 
^* Baird is out of the question ; and, perhaps, with you, problematical ; 
" as there must be troops at Burgos, which must now push on to 
^' intercept us. I shall write this night to Baird to Ml back on 
^^ Corunna. I wish you, if possible, by forced marches, and in larger 
^* bodies, to push by Penaranda or Alba de Tormes j whence, according 
^* to circumstances, you may join me here, or march at once on Ciudad 
" Rodrigo; should you, however, from any thing which comes to 
^^ your own knowledge, deem it unsafe to push on to me, you are at 
"liberty to use your discretion, and fall back on Guardarama and 
" Madrid. It must, however, be my wish, that, if possible, you 
" should join me; for, as I must stop on the frontier of Portugal, 
" I shall be in much want of your aid, and that of your corps ; but 
*^ I leave you a discretion that you may use, should you see, which 
" I do not at present see, a great probability of your being inter- 
" cepted. This is a cruel determination for me to make ; — I mean 
" to retreat ; but I hope you will thinlc the circumstances such as 
" demand it. I shall take measures for falling back ; but I shall stay 
" at this place as long as I can. Provisions we shall want in Portu^ 
** gal ; and if you could get carts and send the provisions collected 
*^ at Penaranda to Ciudad Rodrigo, it would be an object It is 
" unnecessary that it should be known, the determination we are come 
^^ to ; other reasons may be given for your changing your march/' 

" Sincerely, &c. 

" John Moore* 

^^ P. S. Napier arrived as I had finished my letter to you, which 
*' is enclosed. You seem to have foreseen my wishes ; I have, 
^* therefore, nothing to add at present. I shall write to you by Na- 
^^ pier in the morning ; and shall think of a movement towards 
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youy should it appear necessary. The French have only a corps of 
" cavalry at Valladolid." 

It thus appears that Sir John Moore took the resolution of retreat- 
ing, \^athout waiting for Mr. Frere's ansv^rer to his letter of the 27th. 
The defeat of Castanos totally altered the question ; and the situa- 
tion of the Army admitted of no delay. For, if Buonaparte should 
detach his most advanced corps against the British, General Hope 
might possibly be intercepted, and Sir David Baird might be hotly 
pursued, and suffer loss in the embarkation. 

He then assembled the Greneral Ofl&cers, and shewed them the 
intelligence he had received, and the plan he had adopted. He told 
the Generals, " that he had not called them together to request their 
^^ counsel, or to induce them to commit themselves by giving any 
** opinion upon ihe subject. He took the responsibility entirely upon 
** himself; and he only required that they would immediately prepare 
*^ for carrying it into effect.'* 

It ought to be mentioned, that the idea of retreating was very 
generally disapproved of at Salamanca by the Army. The murmurs 
against it from Officers of rank were heard in every quarter. Even 
the. Staff Officers of Sir John Moore's family lamented it ; and, for 
the first time, doubted the wisdom of his decision. He, however, 
afterwards learnt, that General Hope agreed with him completely on 
this, as on all other points. 

The following letter signified his intentions to Mr. Frere and 
Mr. Stuart 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Stuart 

^^ MY DBAE SIB, Salanwuki, 29thlfac. 1808. 

^^ I HAD determiaed to unite this Army^ if possible, and 
^^ to try what could be done for the Spaniards ; though, I own, I saw 
^^ but little chance of being able to do much good. I had ordered 
** Baird, though all his corps could not be at Astorga until the 4th, 
to march with such part as already are there to Benavente, on the 
1st of December; and, on that day,I was to march myself with a corps 
from this to TorOy and to send others to Zamora. Hope was to have 
marched to Tordesillas, and we should have taken up a line upon the 
" X)^ero, to cover the arrival of our stores, and then to hgiye acted ac- 
^^ cording to circumstances : but the destruction of Castanos's armyi 
announced by your letter which Mr. Vaughan brought to ni^e yeaitet- 
day afternoon, changes the case. My junction with Baird is no 
logger prsu^ticable ; but, if it was, the littlp resistance made by the 
^\ Spanbh armies gives no hope of our doing any good. We should 
** now haye the greatest force of the Enemy to encounter single- 
^^ handed, and this we are not equal to. I have, therefore, come to 
" the determination to retire. I have ordered Baird to fall back upon 
^^ Corunna. I. shall endeavour to unite with Hope, and retire upon 
*^ the frontier of PortugaL I shall be at hand to return, if a£^ura 
^^ take a more favourable turn ; or the Army may be transported by 
^^ me to some oiher point, where they may still be useful ; if this 
^* Government be overset, and another rises up, directed by men of 
more ability. 

Mr. Vaughan sets oflP to-day for Corunna. 
" If you can possibly send me any money to Almeida, do it. 
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I send this by Colonel Lopez^ who, as yet, knows not the mls- 
** fortune which has befallen Castanos, nor of my resolution. 
" Believe me always, &q, , 

** John Moore. 
" I address this to you ; you %^ill, of course, nutke a communication 
^* to Mr- Frere/' 

Two days afterwards, when Sir John Moore was waiting for the 
arrival of Genera] Hope's Corps, at Salamanca, he wrote to Mr. Stuart 
a more full explanation of his motives. 

Sir John Moore to Charles Stuart, Esq. 

^* MY I>EAR SIB, ** Salamanca, l$t December, HOS. 

" General Hope forwarded to me your letter of the 29th, 
" and I received it last night. 

" My letter to you of the 29th, after I had seen Mr. Vaughan, 
•^ would inform you of the resolution I had come to. It was widi 
" reluctance, you may believe, that I formed such a determination ; 
" but I had no alternative j and reflection since has confirmed me in 
the opinion, that I have done right. There is nothing so easy, 
as for the Junta, with their pens, to form armies ; and they have, 
'^ I see, in this manner, collected one of eighty thousand men in Leon. 
^* But Romana, whom they have put down at twenty thousand, has 
** only five thousand fugitives from Blake, without arms, clothing, 
^^ stores, or ammunition ; without organization, or officers to make 
** any ; the soldiers neither disciplined, nor (Romana complains^ 
^* susceptible of taking any ; when checked, they go off. The Junta 
" neglected the opportunity to form armies, and to prepare the Pro- 
** vinces, before the arrival of the French reinforcements; — It is 
" now too late under the beards of a victorious Enemy ; and Spain 
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^^' ha« DO chance now but from a force, if Collected in the Soutb^ and 
<< at jBk dWtance. I consider this letter, and that which I wrote to yoif 
<^ on the 29th^ as if written to Mr. Frere, and, as such, I beg yon 
^* IvUl have the goodness to communicate them* to. him. I continue 
^' in^the same determination I was in then, with respect to my own 
" moveinent) which will take place the moment that General Hope 
^* is* out. of danger ; but he has found it necessary to go round by 
^^ Avilla, whence I hope he will be able to join me. I ha^e not heard 
^^ from Sir Dayid Baird since. my letter to him by Mr. Vaughan; 
^.^ but, aa he was prepared, I take for granted h^ has commenced 
f ^ his movements on Corunna. Tlie ccwimunication with Madrid is 
^^ become less secure from the inciirsionB of the Enemy's cavalry ; I 
^^ cannot, therefore, enter, into more particulars ; but if the Spaniards 
^^ make h^ad, I conceive the British fi>rce can still, in one way or 
^^ atiothec, be taken to their assistance. I am sorry when Hope 
^^ sent Mr.Smith to Madrid, *********** 
^^ that he' did not give him special instructions : Mx. Kennedy writes 
to him by this oppwtunity. But such b our want of money, that 
if it can be got at a hundred per cent, we must have it ; do there- 
fore, if possible, send me some at any rate; but' it must make a 
circuit by Avilla, at least ; atid, if Smith is still at Madrid, I wish 
you would tell him from me, that he cannot render such service as 
by bringing money at any discount* 

The Enemy do not, at present, seem to have any thing but 
cavalry on this side of Valladolid ; they certainly have a division at 
*^ Burgos, and the thirty thousand from France will be there shortly; 
^* and they will detach from the army which has defeated Castanos ; 
^* and may have done so already, unless they first choose to enter 
** Madrid. It is from the Centre and South, that an effort should be 
** looked for : in this quarter the business is up, and the people 
^^ without enthusiasm think they have nothing left for it, but to 
^^ submit 
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* '^ I%e armies you see are also without enthueriiasiii, at even com- 
^ men obstinacy— they do not siand^^-and the individuals we see 
^'pa$sing^ as fugitives *are not ashamed, nor are they thought ill <if 
by the people, nor itidignation excited. In this province, and it 
^ is probably the same" in others, there is no head to du'eet — the 
Captain-general Pignatelli is a weak old man. A man of a firm 
and active mind could, by taking the means which exist, have ^kme 
^^ mudb. ' At Zamom there are three or four thousand stand c^ anus, 
in other places there miiy be more. If they remain coUected in 
towns ihey will be taken by the Enemy ^ for the towns will make 
^^ no defence ; but if [mt into the hands of the peasants, with aramu«* 
^^ nition, they would protect thdr property, kUl small pardes and 
^^ strag^ers, and harass the Enemy ; and, when assembled at any 
^^ time in bodies, they would form the best materials for an army. 
' ^^ This and a thousand measures could be adopted, if die Junta had 
^^ selected men to employ; but they have acted %vith all the imbecility 
^^ of an old established weak government of the old regime. Lord 
^^ William is this moment arrived, having narrowly escaped being 
^* taken at Arevalo. -- 

'. ^^ I shall be glad to hear from you and Mr. Frere ; but your mes- 
'^ senger must be cautious, and advance on information of the 
*< Enemy. 

" I have the honour, &c. 

" John Moore.'* 

On the 2d of December Sir John Moore received ample dis- 
patches ; all softening the losses of the Spaniards, and giving more 
favourable accounts of their remaining resources. Mr. Stuart was 
in regular communication with Morla, as is mentioned formerly. 
The principal part of the intelligence contained in the following 
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fetter WBM frcm him. Mr. Stuart narrates all he has heard, but with 
great good sense does not v^dtore to ^ve an opinion upon the mill* 
Wy movements. 

Charles Stuart Esq. to Sir John Moore. 

^^ MT BEAR GSNBlGtAIi, Miadridy 30 Nov. 1S08. 

'* I HAVE this moment received yonr's, dated the 99th^ 
announcing a determination to retire on the frontier of Portugal^ 
in consequence of the intelligence ccmveyed through Mr. Vaughan 
respectii^ the army of Castanos. I have to inform you that twQ 
** other Officers have arrived from Arragon^ hy whom the Govern- 
^^ ment have received accounts somewhat more (avourahle. Having 
^^ however received nothing from Graham, Whittingham, and Doyle^ 
^^ and heing equally deprived of letters from the Sitio since they came^ 
*^ I cannot say to what extent matters are retrieved. I know, how- 
^^ ever, that the Enemy have made three attacks on San Juan near 
^^ Sepulveda, and have been as ofben repulsed. And^ from the laige 
^^ force, particularly of cavalry, which were engaged in the late 
<< afiair at Boija and Tudela, it is impossible they can have any 
'^ thing so considerable as General Hope represents m the neigh* 
'' bourhood of Valladolid and Olmedo. They have 10,000 cavahy 
" in Spain: 1500 are at Sepulveda. If, therefore, 4500 were in 
^< Valladolid, there would remain but few on the other pomts they 
^' have so lately attacked. Every report brought in here states, 
^^ that several small parties are scattered in Castile, for the purpose 
'^ of obtaining provisions, gaining intelligence, and inspiring terror 
^' throughout the province. And this accords so well with all the 
^^ positive intelligence which has reached us,, that I really believe it 
** to be true* 
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^ You mu8t^ however, certainly know best the chances of effecting 
^^ a jnnction between your different divisions ; and it does not become 
^* me to hazard an opinion on the subject. With respect, however^ 
^* to the consequences of their distinct retrograde movements, I can 
** tell you, that they are very likely to produce an effect here, not 
" less serious than the most decisive victory on the part of the Enemy; 
^f and I shall, I own, be surprised if a change of government is not 
" the immediate consequence, when the reasons for your retreat 
*^ are known." 

A part is here omitted, which chiefly consists of observations on 
the Paymaster's department. He then goes on — 

f' I had written thus far, when I saw Morla, who informs me, 
*^ that Castanos.is bringing the greater part of his force, though he 
" did not say what, from Calatayud to Siguenza, for the purpose of 
*^ effecting a junction. with San Juan. Reports from the latter add| 
** that the French have reinforced their corps at Sepulveda, and 
*^ th^t he expected to be attacked yesterday or to-day. 

^^ He has received an addition of four new regiments; and on 
*^ the result of the affair about to take place, it is thought his 

union with Castanos will depend. He likewise tells me again, 

that he believes the Enemy have merely small parties throughout 
*^ Ciastile, not sufficient to impede the union of your divisions. He 

declares that his report from Olmedo merely mentioned the arri- 
" val of thirty dragoons in that village, which were detached from 
" Valladolid; where he insists that their present force is not suffi- 
^* ciendy considerable to impede your movements. He added, that 
" according to the declarations of prisoners Buonaparte is at Burgos. 

" You will take all this as it is given. He declares he speaks on 
^^ official reports, and your own accounts will enable you to ascertain 
*^ how far it is worthy of credit This much is certain, that the 
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accounts of the Enemy are magnified, both by their own details 
and by the fear inspired in the country. If it be true that 
Buonaparte is at Burgos, it certainly looks like a great effort 
*^ either on the side of Somosierra or Valladolid. Though Segovia 
^^ would appear to be his object, if his cavalry are pushed beyond 
" the latter town. 

" Truly yours, 

^^ Charles Stuart/* 

After perusing these alleviating details, on the authority of Morla^ 
the following dispatch was opened. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 
** SIR, AranjueZf Nov. 30, 1808. 

*^ I HAD just written my other letter of this date when 
^* I received a messenger from Mr. Stuart with the communication 
*^ of a note addressed to him, but intended equally for myseffl I do 
not know that I can in any way express virith less oflfence the en- 
tire difference of our opinions on tlie subject of ity than by forward- 
ing what I had already written in the ignorance of the determi- 
nation which you had already taken. 

" I have the honour, &c. 

"J. H. Frere."* 

As Sir John Moore's letter to Mr. Frere previous to hi^ knowing 
tke defeat of Castanos, solicited his political opinion ; . and as all his 
letters were written in most respectful terms, it was impossible for 
kim to expect such an answer. Mr. Frere appears not to be at 
all aware of how much importance it is for a Minister to restrain the 
ebullitions of temper. The reasons contained in that which follows 
would certainly be as likely to produce conviction in the mind of his 
Correspondent, had the above letter been omitted. 
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Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, JranjueZf Nov. SO, 180S. 

^' You will find inclosed a letter, of which I tihiink it 
\ right to say, that if there appears any thing in the form or mode 
'^ of transmitting it which may^ appear deficient in respect, it is, I 
^^ am persuaded, wholly unintentional^; and, trusting to your candour 
^^ for seeing it in that light, I have not thought it worth while to 
^^ make any remark to Mr. Garay on the apparent dryness of his 
'^ communication* 

^^ Respecting Mr« Escalante, it may be proper that you should 
^^ know, that he is understood to have behaved very unfairly towards 
^^ General Castanos. I mention this only as it may lead you to 
^^ admit his opinion on subjects connected with that General's con* 
^^ duct with some degree of caution. 

In what I said respecting a retreat upon Portugal, I wished to 

confine myself to a simple political opinion ; which, suppoiung 
^^ other considerations not to be decidedly adverse, might, I thought, 
^^ determine for a retreat upon Qalicia, or the strong country about 
^^ Astorga, in preference to Portugal, supposing of course a retreat 
^^ to have been determined upon as absolutely necessary. 

^^ If, however, you do me the honour to consult me respecting 
^' the general state of the country, and the means of resistance to 
^' be expected finom it, I should say that tiie provinces whidi you 
<^ have hitherto seen are of all Spain the least distinguished for a 

* This apology is curious, and shews that Mr. Frere thought the most delicate 
expressions ought alone to be employed to the Commander of the Forces. Though 
Mr« Garay*s letter which follows does not appear to require any apology. 
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^^ military, patriotic, or provincial spirit No man ever calls himself 
^^ a Leooese. The Junta of that province (at the time when Galicia 
^^ and Asturia were sending deputies, and seemed to be almost put- 
'^^ ting themselves on the footing of independent states) quiedy gave 
'' their full powers to the Asturians, and acquiesced in what they 
'^ determined and obtained for them. With the exception of La 
^^ M ancha and the city of Madrid, the same description will apply to 
^' nearly the whole of Old and New Castile. 

^^ In the course of the late events they have been wholly passive^ 
>^ and have seen their country successively occupied by the stronger 
^^ party. And indeed it is difficult to blame them : living in open 
^^ villages, in vast plains, without arms, and without horses, they 
^ have neither the means of defence or escape. 

" Yet even here we have seen that the towns are abandoned at the 
^ approach of the* French; that no magistrate has been brought over 
^^ to take an oath of allegiance to the Pretender ; nor have the French 
** been able to enlist a single soldier. 

" The whole of this country has in all times belonged to the party 
*^ which was superior in cavalry ; while, in the extremities of the 
" kingdom, powers in every respect inferior have been able to pro- 
^^ tract their independence for ages. 

" From every thing that I can learn of the disposition of the other 
*^ provinces, they seem to be possessed by the most ardent and deter- 
** mined i^irit ; which, even in the event of the defeat of the levies 
^^ which they are raising for the general defence of the kingdom, 
'^ would lead them individually to continue a desperate resistance, 
" under the direction of their separate Juntas, with such assistance 
^^ as England could afford them, by flotillas, disembarkarions, &;c. 
^* But it must, I apprehend, be the wish of Government, on every 
^* account, to prevent things from being brought to this extremity. 
^^ There seem to be two modes of acting with this view : one which 
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^' you justly state to be of greater hazard, inasmuch as we effectively 
^^ place ourselves in the power of the Spaniards ; hut, as you observe 
^^ at the same time, with great truth, this may be worthy of risk^ if 
^^ the people oi Spain and their Government have sufficient energy^ 
^^ to recover from their late defeats. Of the people I have no doubt : 
^^ the Government are new, and have been hitherto too numerous 
♦^ to be very active ; but I trust that this inconvenience will soon be 
^^ remedied. They are resolute, and, I believe, every man of them 

determined to perish with the country. They will not at least set 

the example (which the ruling powers and higher orders of other 
^^ countries have exhibited) of weakness and timidity. 

The military system is certainly defective in^ its two main points,. 

reward and punishment ; but the circumstances of the times must 

prove the necessity of varying from the old system in this re- 
^ spect ; and I am persuaded that your representation on this, as^ 
^ on all other points, would be hstened to with the greatest de- 
" ference. 

^^ If you should dietermine upon marchings into Spain, exclusive- 
^ of the importance of covering the capital^ there are,. I think^ great 
^^ advantages which would result from hastening the measure.. We 
" have now in New Castile an army of 20,000 men, upon which* 

C^stanos (as you will see) is falling back. Reii^>ro6ments. are 
-^ passing through here every day from the provinces, and the* 
^^ addition of the British would give a force very nuich^ I should 
" apprehend, superior to any thing which the French would be able 
}^ to assemble by that tpne ; ei^ecially having a strong, country in* 
^^ arms against them to their left the whole way from the Pyrennees. 

^^ There is besides at present a great delay in the arrival of. the^ 
^^ reinforcements which were {»*omised them ; and which, if they 
^^ had been sent,, would by this time have composed an enormous^ 
•* force. 
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^^Thbre are reports iliat' die retistance to the conscriptioa has 
^ been much more obstinate theui usual ; and the pastoral letter of 

the Bishop oF'Carcapone seems to imply that such reports cannot 
^ be whoUy groundless. 

^ Every great efibrt on the part of France has been preceded by 
^ a similar interval of weakness and internal disturbance; an ad** 

vantage^ therefore^ which should be obtained at the present moment 

would be doubly valuable^ inasmudi as it would render a conscrip- 
^ tion £or a third attempt infinitely difficult, if not impracticable. 
^ But if, on the other hand, the French are allowed with their pre^ 
^ sent forces to retain their present advantage, and to wait the 

completion of their conscription, they would pour into Spain with 
^ a number of troops which would give them immediate possession of 
^ the capital and the central provinces. 

^^ The war would then be reduced to an absolute competition 
^ between the two countries which would stand out longest against 
^ the waste of population, enormous as it must be on both sides. 

'^ I cannot but think, therefore, that considerations both of policy 
' and generosity call upon us for an immediate effort. 

" If, however, this view of the subject should not appear to you 
^ sufficiently clear or conclusive to induce you to take a step which 
^ tvould, I am well convinced (since you do me the honour to refer 
^ to me' on that subject) meet with the approbation of His Majesty's 

* Government, I would venture to recommend netaining the posi« 

* tion 6f Astbrga,' A retreat from that place to Corunna would (as 
^ for ais an umhilitary man may be allowed to judgd' of a'cbuiltry 

* which he has travelled over) be less difficult than through Portugal 

* to Lisbon ; and we ought in that position to wait for the rein- 
^ forcements of cavalry from England ; which would enable the 
^ army to act in the flat country, which opens immediately from 
^ that point, and extends through the whole of Leon and Old Cas- 
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^< tile. My political reasons on this head I have already troubled yon 
^' with. 

^^ I mention this, however, nmely as, in my humble opinion, the 
** least objectionable of the two modes of retreat. Our first object^ 
^^ as it appears to me, ought to be, to collect a force capable of re- 
" pulsing the French before they receive their reinforcements. 

"The covering and protecting Madrid is surely a point of great 
^^ moment, for 'effect in Spain, and still more in France, and in the 
" West of Europe. It would be a point of the utmost importance 
" foe Buonaparte to be able to publish a decree, or to date a letter, 
** from Madrid. The people of the town are full of resolution, and 
" determined to defend it, in spite of its situation, which is judged 
" to be an unfavourable one. This determination ought surely to 
" be encouraged by some shew of support The si^e of Madrid 
^^ by a Pretender to the throne would be a circumstance decisive 
^' against the claim>, even if in other respects it were a legitimate one* . 

^^ I enclose a copy of two official reports from Caetanos.. 

*^ Believe me, &Ca 



y9* 



^J. H. Frere: 



The official reports from Castanos were such descriptions of the 
actions at Tudela as it was thought good policy to present to the 
public,, and were printed in the Spanish newspapers. 

A translation of the letter from* Mr. Garay announcing the 
arrival of two Spanish Generals, and communicating their poworsj. 
is here subjoined. 

* Vide Appendix, T., 
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To the Commander in Chief of the Army of His Britannic Majesty 

in Spain. 

^^ MOST EXCELLENl? SIB, 

** The Supreme Junta wishing at once to determine 
^ on the future operations of the English auxiliary force, and in 
*^ order that the plans decided on may be for the greatest advantage 
** of the allied army, has selected persons whose character, know- 
" ledge, and military experience, are united with other qualities 
** necessary for those who are to undertake so important a charge. 

" On this account Don Bentua Escalante, Captain-general of the 
V Armies of Grenada, and Brigadier I>on Agustin Bueno, hare been 
** considered the most fit ; and they will immediately set off for 
** Salamanca, to consult with the English Generals, and to- agree 
^^ with them on the plans that may be thought- most seasonable, and 
^^ will decide on the operations and ether points &at may occur. So 
that the troops of his Britanmc Majesty may act in concert with 
ours ; and, in accelerating their combined movements, may avoid 
all delays, so contrary to the noble and important cause of liie two 
^^ nations, whose ties of fiiendship and alliance become more close 
'* as their danger becomes greater and more common. And in par*- 
" ticipating the glory, the greatest part will be due to her generous 
"afily. 

" A copy of this has-been sent for the guidance of Generals Esoa*- 
*^ lante and Bueno. 

^'At Aranjxiezj 28NotL 

*< Maetin Garay.'^ 

The mission of these Spanish Generals was unquestionably a 
measure of Don Morla's,. to endeavour to prevent the retreat of the 
British to the South. 
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They corroborated the statement made by Mr. Frere of the 
strength of the Spanish armies ; asserted that they were undismayed 
and augmenting every hour; and that General San Juan^ with 
20,000 brave Spaniards, was in possession of the pass of Somosierra ; 
which he had fortified so strongly as to render the approach to Ma- 
drid impracticable. 

After listening to this flattering statement, Sir John Moore ex-* 
ceedingly surprised these Spanish Generals by introducing to them 
Colonel Graham, who had just brought certain accounts that San 
Juan's corps had been charged by a body of French cavahy, and 
weiie coinpktely routed ; and that there was no doubt that the 
French army vras in full march for Madrid. 

As Colonel Graham had supped the night before with San Juan, 
in his way from Madrid, his inteljligence <K>uld not be questioned. 

Sir John by his interrogations seems to have completely sounded 
the depths of these Generals' <;apacities ; and, finding them very 
ignoi:ant of facts, was little affected by their requisition to move to 
Madrid, Nor was he altered by Mr. Frer^'s letters ; one of which 
wa9 written previous to his knowledge of Castanos' defeat; and the 
dtkort one, which was written after that event, contained no fredh 
information* He was not even shaken by Mr. Stuart's intelligence, 
but p^sisted in his resolution to retire, and waited only for the 
arrival of General Hope *. 

But Don Morla, no doubt instigated by Buonaparte, tried other 
means, besides his influence with Mr. Frere, to stop the retreat of 
the British army, and to bring them to the neighbourhood of Madrid. 

With this view, on the 2d of December, when Morla was induc- 
ing the inhabitants to submit to the Conqueror, who was at the 
gates of Madrid f ; the following dispatch was sent off, by a Go- 
vernment Messenger. 

♦ Vide Appendix, P. H. t Vide Appendix, U. 
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To His Excellency Sir John Moore^ Commander of the Army of 

His Britannic Mqfesty *, 

*^ MOST EXCELLrBNT SIK^ 

" The Junta, Military and Civil, formed of all the 
•^ united authorities of the kingdom, established in the King's name 
for the defence of the country, are threatened by the Enemy ; anA 
have the honour to lay before your Excellency a true and jiist re- 
presentation of afl^rs at this moment. 

The army which General Castanos commanded, and wliich 
amounts to about 25,000 men, is falling back on Madrid in the 
*^ greatest haste, to unite with its garrison ; and the force which was 
^ at Somosierra of 10,000 men also is coming for the same put- 
^ pose to this city, where nearly 40,000 men will join with them. 
^ With this number of troops the Enemy's army which has presented 
*^ itself, is not to be feared. 

" But the Junta, stiU apprehending an encrease of the Enemy ^s- 
force to unite with that at hand> hope ihat your Excellency, if no 
force is immediately opposed to you, will be able to fall back to^ 
unite with our army, or take the direction to fiall on the rear of the- 
^ Enemy. And the Junta, cannot doubt,, that the rapidity of your 
^ Excellency's movements wiU be such as the interests of both couh» 
^ tries require. 

'^ With great con8tderation> 

^^ The Prince of Castelfranco^ 

*^ Thomas Mori.a.. 

*^ Madrid,, Dec. 2, 1S08. 

^^ P. S. The Junta is persuaded that your Excdlency will have 
^ united with the army that General Blake commanded.'' ^ 
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♦ Vide Appendix, V, 
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This letter was brought to Salamanca by a messenger of the Junta, 
December 5, 1808. The Prince of Castelfranco and Don Thomas 
Morla were Deputies of the Supreme Junta entrusted with the 
government of Madrid ; and the latter was tbe person appointed to 
concert all Military movements with the English General^ as has been 
mentioned. While Sir John was taking this paper into consideration^ 
Colonel Charmilly arrived with the following dispatches from Mr.Frere. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 
^^ SIK, Dec. 3, Talavera. 

" Though I have little to add of the general represen- 
** tation respecting the means of resistance at present existing in 
" Spain^ which I had the honour of stating in my letter of the 30th 
^* of last month ; yet the report which is just brought me by Colonel 
^^ Charmilly of the state in which he left Madrid^ is so (Strong a con- 
** firmation^ or more properly speaking, so much exceeds every thing 
^* which I had ventured to say of the spirit and resolution of the peo- 
** pie, that I cannot forbear representing to you in the strongest 
" manner the propriety, not to say the necessity, of supporting the 
^' determination of the Spanish people, by all the means which have 
" been entrusted to you for that purpose. 

^^ I have no hesitation in taking upon myself any degree of re- 
^^ sponsibility which may attach itself to this advice. As I consider 
^^ the fate of Spain as depending absolutely for the present upon the 
** decision which you may adopt. I sajfbr the present y for such is 
^* the spirit and character of the country, that, even if abandoned by 
^^ the British, I should by no means despair of their ultimate success. 

" You will see by the date of this that the Junta are removed 
^* fr*om a situation in which they were exposed to be made prisoners. 
^* They have determined to retire to Badajoz j where I shall hope to 
^' be honoured by your answer. 

" I have, &c. &c. " J. H.Fbebe/ 
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. This letter was sent in to the General, and Colonel Charmilly the 
b^^rer pressed vehemently to see him ; asserting that he had impor- 
tftilt €0«miunications to make. Sir John at length came out from an 
inner apartment, and questioned him upon the intelligence he 
brought. The Colonel descrihed in lofty terms the patriotic zeal 
jArith which all ranks of persons at Madrid were animated. The 
whole iiohabitants of the city, he said, were in arms, and had united 
with the troops. The streets were barricaded ; batteries were erecting 
all round ; the peasants were flocking to the capital; and, in fine, 
the enthusiasm was unexampled. 

^ He added^ that there were most favourable accounts of the rising 
ardour of the South of Spain. 

Sir John Moore listened to all this without uttering a word which 
'cbuld indicate his thoughts. But, when alone, he reflected seriously 
upon the extraordinary demands which were transmitted to him, not 
.only by the Spanish Government, but also by the British Minister : 
and he called to mind, that he had been commanded to receive ^ the 
-requisitions and representations of both with the utmost deference 
and. attention. 

But, independent of these positive requisitions, the intelligence 
brought was of the most favourable kind ; and from so authentic a 
•source that it could not be doubted. The letters were official, and 
irom the highest authorities : and Mr. Charmilly, who was deputed 
by the British Minister, had been an eye-witness of the effervescence 
c^ Madrid. 

The General was thus persuaded that a great and unexpected 
improvement in the public affair^ had taken place; and he judged, 
that he ought not to pursue the plan which he had devised previous 
to these events. Was it becoming hini to fly when the common 

* Vide Appendix K. 
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Enemy was threatening the ruin of Madrid, and when tlie inhabit 
tants of that city had bravely determined to perish, rather than yield ? 
This was impossible ; and, having the strongest reasons to believe that 
the causes for retreating had altered, he abandoned hb intention, and 
resolved to support the Capital to the utmost of his power. In short 
he embraced upon this, as upon all occasions, the determination which 
he. thought would be most useful to his Country, and which was 
most cbngenial to a noble mind. 

It is now, however, completely ascertained, that, notwithstanding 
the apparent correctness of the intelligence, all was false. For the 
Prince of CasteUranco and Don Thomas Morla wrote their perfidious 
statement on the very day they had be^n to capitulate : and they 
pressed Sir John Moore to hasten to their assistance, though they 
knew that Madrid must belong to Buonaparte, before the letter could 
reach its destination *. 

But it could never enter into the conception of Sir John Moore, 
that the two Chiefs of the Junta had conspired to betray the capital 
of their own country, and to entice the army of their ally into the 
power of the Enemy. Nor could he suspect, when the confiden- 
tial agent of Mr. Frere was representing Madrid as in little danger, 
that, in fact^ it had already submitted at the very sight of the French 
army ; that the Spanish Chiefs were crouching at the feet of Buona-* 
parte ; and that the people were overwhelmed with terror and de* 
spair. Not was it imaginable, that the British Minister should be so 
grossly deceived, as to send, for his instruction, intelligence the re- 
verse of truth ; and to require of him, in so positive a manner, to 
succour a city which had actually surrendered. 

As no human penetration could discover the real state of afiairs 
under such representations, the General would have been highly 

* Vide Appendix. U. 
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reprehensible^ had he persisted in his design of retiring to the South. 
So, to stop Sir David Baird as soon as possible, he wrote to him that 
night, as follows ; 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

" MY IXEAR Sia DAVID, Salamanca^ 5 December, 1808. 

^^ The City of Madrid have taken up arms, have 
*^ refused to capitulate to the French, are barricading their streets, 
" and say they are determined to suffer every thing rather than sub- 
" mit. This arrests the French ; and people who are sanguine enter- 
*5 tain great hopes from it. — I own, myself, I fear this spirit has 
^* arisen too late ; ^nd the French are now too strong to be resisted in 
^' this manner. There is, however, no saying; and I feel myself the 
^^ more obliged to give it a trial that Mr. Frere has made a formal 
^* representation, which I received this evening. I must beg, there- 
^* fore, you will suspend your march until you hear from me again, 
^^ and make arrangements for your return to Astorga, should it be 
necessary. — All this appears very strange and unsteady ; but, if the 
spirit of enthusiasm does arise in Spain, and the people will be 
martyrs, there is no saying in that case, what our force may do. 
I hope in the mean time the regiment of cavalry is coming to me^ 
which I asked you for. 

" Believe me, &c. 

" John Mookb/' 

After more full deliberation he \\Tote again next morning. 
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Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

*^ MY DEAR SIE DAVID, Salamanca^ 6 Dtcefnber, 1808. 

" I WROTE to you last night to susflend your retro- 
^' grade movements. I now write to you to beg that you will put to 
^* the right about, and return bag and baggage to Astorga. 

" The people of Madrid, it is said, are enthusiastic and desperate ; 
" and certainly at this moment do resist the French — the good which 
^* may result from this it is impossible to say ; I can neither tnist to 
" it, nor can I altogether despise it. If the flame catches elsewhere, 
" and becomes at all general, the best results may be expected ; if 
" confined to Madrid, that town will be sacrificed, and all will be as 
^* bad, or worse than ever. In short, what is passing at Madrid 
^Vmay be decisive of the fate of Spain ; and we must be at hand to aid 
'**. and to take advantage of whatever h&ppens. The wishes of our 
*^ Country, and our duty, demand this of us, with whatever risk it 
" may be attended. I mean to proceed bridle in hand; for if the 
^^. bubble bursts, and Madrid falls, we shall have a run for it. Liet all 
"your preparations, as far as provisions, &c. go, oontihua Ho be 
*' made for a retreat, in case that should again becotne xicioefiteary. 
** Establish one magazine at Villa Franca, arid one or two further 
^\ back ; to which let salt meat, biscuit, rum or wines, forage, &c. 
" be brought up from Corunna. Send to me to Zamora two regiments 
** of Cavalry, and one brigade of Horse Artillery ; keeping one regi- 
*^ ment of Cavalry and one brigade of Horse Artillery with yourself; 
^^ and send on your troops by brigades to Benavente. The Enemy 
*^ have nothing at present in tliat direction ; we must take advantage 
** of it, and by working double tides make up for lost time. By 
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*^ means of the Cayalry patroles, you will diacover any movementa 
^^ immediately near you; and I take for granted you have got. other 
^^ channels of information ; and both you and me^ although we may 
" look big, and. determine to get every thing forward, yet we must 
^\ never lose sight of this, that at any moment afi^s may take that 
turn, that will render it necessary to retreat. 

I shall write by thL} opportunity to the Marquis of Romana ; and 

it would besfttis&clpry if you kept an officer constantly, or sent 

" one occasi(^n^lly tp.l^im, to judge his force, aiidits state of prepa- 

** ration for service, to let us know how far we can depend upon its 

" action. I wish you would forward the money to me. ' . 

" I remain^ my dear Sir David, &c. 

*^ John Moobb/* 

It Juckily happdo^d that Sir David Baird had proceeded no farther 
ih^ Villa FrdnQa,'so'that little time was lost; and General Hbpe by 
rapid majroh^ had brought his division close to Salamanca. The 
position oftha 3rlti$h Army had therefore become much more secure. 
^x John h^d now a complete though nnaU corps, with Cavalry and 
Artillery^ and^/ by \amdv€inent to the left, his junction with Sir 
J>avidBairdwasiQer{aiH. ' •> 

Being desirous of obtaining .the • co-operation of the only Spanish 
Corps witbiil reoich, . he wrote immediately to the Manpiis of Romana, 
who was at Xi^on. 

. Sir John Moore to the MarquU de la Romana. 

" SIK, Salamanca, 6.Dec:,lS0&. 

*' I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's lettei: 
" of the 30th Nov^atiben . I shiadl in general write to you in French, 
/* as you desire ^; ,hut I hope you will excuse me, if I address this 
/f to.yp^ in English^ as I am at this moment a good deal hurried. 
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Since my arrival in Spain, I have been put in no communicaiion 
^^ with any of the Spanish Armies^, and have been kept perfectly in 
<^ the dark with respect to their movements, the plans of their Gene- 
" rab, or their Government— -and during the time my army was on 
^' its march to assemble and unite itself, I have been left exposed 
^' without the least support. 

My wish has always been to co-operate with the Spanish Armies 
for the good of the common cause : but at last, finding that I was 
left to myself, it became necessary for me to think of myself alone; 
^' and to consider, after the two armies of Generals Blake and Casta- 
^* nos were beaten, what steps I could take for the British Army, 
^* which was then collecting at Astorga, and this place ; thus the 
^^ more helpless from its separation, but even, if united, not sufiiciently 
^* strong to encounter the whole force of the Enemy, which I saw 
'' would immediately be turned against us. I therefore felt myself 
*^ obliged, however reluctantly, to order the corps at Astorga to fell 
^^ back on Corunna ; and I meant myself, with the corps 1 had here^ 
^^ to retire upon Portugal, from whence I should be ready to return 
^* to the assistance of Spain, whenever their afiairs* were better ma- 
^* naged, and an opportunity offered of doing them any good. Per- 
'^ haps this opportunity has already occurred. The French have turned 
<* a great part of their force against Madrid. Hie people there have 
** armed themselves, and say they are determined to resist. If this 
^^ enthusiasm which actuates the people of Madrid last, and they 
^^ continue resolute, and, above all, if the example ' of the capital is 
^^ followed, and the enthusiasm becomes at all general throughout 
'^ Spsdn, and induces large armies to come forward to the assistance 
^^ of Madrid — Spain may still hope to recover from her misfortunes, 
^^ repel the French, and re-establish her independence. As my re- 
^^ treat was forced, and made with reluctance, so it is stopped the 
<< moment I see a chance of acting for the advantage of this country. 
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'^ I have ordered Sir David Baird to return with his corps to Astorga, 
*^ and from thence to Benavente. My wish is to unite with you ; 
^^ and to undertake with you such operations as we may judge best 
^^ for the support of Madrid^ and the defeat of the Enemy. The 
^' French have driven General St. Juan from the Somosierra ; and are 
in possession of that and the pass of the Guardarama. General 
Castanos is said to be at Siguenza. The Supreme Junta have re-» 
tired to Badsjos. Tlie Duke of Castelfranco and Mr. Moria are at 
the head of the Junta^ Civil and Military^ at Madrid. 
^* I have written to you with that frankness which becomes a Mili- 
tary Man ; 1 shall act with you in the same manner. I have the 
greatest respect for your character ; and you will find me always 
ready to undertake whatever is practicable for the advantage of the 
Spanish Nation. 

" I have the honour to be, Sir^^ 

" Your Excellency's, &c. 

^^ John Moore.'^ 

In the morning of December 6, Col. Charmilly again appeared at 
Head Quarters^ and presented the following letter, which he had 
been desired not to deliver unless it was necessary. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore^ 

" SIB, Dec, 3, 180S. 

" In the event which I did not wish to presuppose of 
" your continuing the determination already announced to me of jre- 
" tiring ^vith the army under your conmiand, I have to request that 
^* Colonel Charmilly, who is the bearer of this, and whose intelligence 
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^^ Itias been already refeired.to^. m^ybie previously es^amimd be&re a 
" Councilof War. : . 

/^ I have^ &c. ■ . ■-' \^ •..'{•;(.'. " 

^^ J. H. Ererb.'' 

Mr. ^rere^s mind must hav^ been strongly wrought upon to . ylpw 
the retreat of the British Army to the Tagus, as so :mjuriqus a. mea^ 
sure. For, not content with sending intelligence of the brilUant statd 
of Spanish affairs^ and employing argu:ments^ requisitions, and depu- 
tations : he hete attempts to controul the Commander of the Forces; 
and seepfis to have expected to compel him by aCoUQcil of War to 
obey, even against his will. ^. . 

It may easily be- conceived, that a high-spirited officer couid ipiot 
read such a proposition without expressing great indignation at the 
writer. And he was astonisheji^ to find, that Mr.Frere had had the 
imprudence to entrust Colonel. Charmiljy with the secrets contained 
in. the important dispatches he brought. 

The General however, not choosing to repose any confidence in 
this Frenchman, did not utter a syllable which could give him the 
slightest indication of his plan'; and, not even approving of his pre- 
sence ^vith the army, directed the Adjutant-General to write an 
wder for him to retire. 

The Colonel was thus dismissed, with the conviction that Sir John 
Moore was still determined to retreat, and he returned to Mr. Frere 
to communicate the bad success of his mission. 

But, notwithstanding this conduct of Mr. Frere, Sir John wrote 
to him an answer so calm and dignified, as to form a striking 
contrast with the .style of the other. For, as Mr. Frere was the 
Kiiig^s Minister, he was desirous, if possible, of preserving a corre- 
spondence which waa necessary for the public service. 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^ SIR, Salamanctif S Dee. 180S. 

^^ I HAD the honour to receive on the 2iid inst. your 
^^ letter of the 30th^ in answer to that which I addressed to you on 
^^ the 27th November. Had this army been united and ready to act 
^^ at the time of General Castanos^ defeat, much as 1 think it woidd 
^f have been risking it, yet it was my intention to have marched on 
^^ Madrid, and to have shared the fortunes of the Spanish nation. If 
^^ I could not have sustained myself there, I thought, by placing my- 
'^ self behind the Tagus, I might give the broken armies, and the 
^^ people of Spain, if they had patriotism left, an opportunity to as<^ 
^' semble round me, and to march to the relief of the capiUl. That 
'^ this was my intention is known to the Officers with me, who are in 
^^ my confidence ; it is known also to Lord Castlereagh, to whom I 
^^ had imparted it iu one of my late lett^s. I wished to have my 
'^ opinion confirmed by yours ; which was the reason of my address- 
^^ ing you on the 27th. Had you seen the afiairs of Spain in a diiFwent 
^^ light, and had you been adyerse to the army being committed in the 
^^ heart of Spain, your opinion upon such a sul^ect would, I may 
'^ say, certainly have decided me to have altered my intention. 

^^ With respect to the determination I made 00 the evening of the 
'^ 28th, upon receiving from Mr. Stuart the account of CastanosVd^-^ 
^ feat, I should, had you been with me, have cooMnunicatied it to you ; 
^ but should never have thought of asking your advice or opinion^ 

as that determination was founded on circumstances %i4th which you 

could not be acquainted : and was, besides, a question merely Mi^; 

litary, of which I thought myself the best Judge, At diai timv 

9 



Digitized by 



Google 



98 



46 



the army was divided into three different corps, and could not possi- 
bly be united before the 13th or 14th of this month ; before which 
period there was every re^ou to jb^Heve tljftt. it would be attacked 
by aU the force of the Enemy : as, after General Castanos' defeat^ 
l.know o£ no Spanish army from which it could receive the small- 
^^ est assistance. The army I commanded was weak from separation ; 
'^1 nod tvhea tmited amoun£s to only 26,000 .men fit for duty. I had 
^ been left 'withotttafiy communication with any of die Spanish ar** 
^ mies { I expected no assistance fromany, and it behorrod me. to con* 
^^der the safety of the Briti^ trbops; » I tberefore directed Sir David 
^ Baird, -whose coi^s wiouUbiaiot have been collected at Astcnga until 
^ the 4th of this^ioonth, to £sdl>baok oh Cwanna^ I directed Gieneral 
^ Hope by forced marched, to join me here, where I intended, if I 
^ was permitted, to wait his^ arrival ; and I took measures for retir- 
" ingi with him, into JPoikugal ; vnth a view either to defend that 
^* frontier, and, ukimattely, to return to Lisbon, or to return to Spain 
• ^^ should any^ change of affairs there render k eligible. 
' ^ The resistance made by the people of Madrid has occupied the 
^\ French, and has prevented any corps from being detached against 
^« me. This example of enthusiastic patriotism in the capital, if it 
** hrfdsj may h^ followed by the most happy effects, if the flame com« 
^ ihanicatesy and the example is followed by the Provinces. There 
** has b^en no example of any such resisiance in any other part of 
^^ Spain ; "and, diough I hope this will produce it, I have neither seen 
^ nor heard of much enthusiasm elsewhere. Their armies are devoid 
^ifbothijandj though I trust it witt prove otherwise, I cannot but 
^? 'consider it as doubtful, whether the people of Madrid will continue 
*.*'fihi^.when thiycome to be pressed. If they yield, the whole is 
^<gpiie» I »rdceiwid yesterday a tetter from the Junta of Madrid. I 
"^haW «d6r<j* Sir David Baird to mardi back to Astorga ; and have 
♦**8tbppld hiy pr^piirations for a retreat on PortrigaL . I have put my^ 
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^^ self in communicatioa with the Marquis Romana^ at Leon; and 
^^ without being abletccacdy tp.s^^y ii^fvrhat manner, every thing shall 
^^ be done for the assistance of Madrid^ and the Spanish cause^ that 
^^ can be expected from an army such as I command. 1 cannot thake a 
'^ cUreel nKi?re|Djei|ion Madcfd^ b^c^use the passage of the Guardarama 
^^ a&dS^i»askitsiai:i9 in^the hd|i4f ofllie Freijidi. Besides, iw:^ jomed 
'^tly/SwPftvi^J0i<iR^ . I hayer thougj^t it ^y 

^^.ifOdjf ibu$ q^lii^y tcT/e^^dl^Jii. t<^ wl^/ch ^aye and da 

M sM:uat'^.my..eoadiict};v9tn4'lAvish.f^^ ^l;h^King'f JVliniatev, 

^^ to^ontiiiu^ ikpoii the m^Qpt ^cta&lwti^^fooi^^ yjou : a&^ I ^H^ipe, 
^^ w.iiieilfcayt^biit ;!We^*io0re$|i^ ^h^f^HW^^f^i ^ugl^ w^.npay 
^^ occasionally see it in different aspects, that this will not ^ije^firb the 
f{ Uaitaony that should ^subsist .b^weeiA u^ i .: , . ; . 

.. :.^^FllUy imp]ess«4.a8l ttm.witb thiese s^tlfu^ts^.I^lUiU^^ 
iirom ^^nf remtek upon the tT^^ l^^ijsi^ from ; jjqi^, ^^i/sl^y^ved^^ to 
me last night, and thiA morning* by iQoL (^b^fn^Uy,, or ij^^ijh? oafss** 
sage which accoioj^anied them. I certiiiuby at first did fi^ ^f^ tx^ 
pressed much indignation at a pers(m.}]|ke hiqi: Wp£ m^e«,the 
^^ channel /^f a Communication of tha^ sort. from. you ,tQ,^^ ,. 'Qu>se 
/^ feelings are at an end ; .aiid X dare a^^j th^y i^e^r will be,e^t:ed 
v" towards you again. ' . ;. • - * 

If Mr. Charmilly is your fri^^ it >vas, ^r})ap8y pa.^ujca) for you 
to employ him : but I have prejudio^s.^agadostall t^jt (;l^gs^ and 
f^ it i^ impossible for me to pi^t any trust iq hiii>, , ; I.^^^, therofjfirev 
f^ thank you not to empldy 14m ai^y moi^ria yjjy, jC<nmmuwy,atio|n ^yith 
^^ me. It is impossible not to remar)^^ ^tj whatever ^thusiiipm 
^^ Mdfits in the country ^ a small portion^ 4>f it; bel^oags to the JuQ^a^i 
^^ \^o would otherwise^ I thinks have foujad spme plaee^moi^ central 
" and less remote than Badajos for their residence. . . 

" I have the honour to be, &c* :^ i 
* . ; . " John Moore." 
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Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^ ^^9 Stdammca^ €th Dec 1909, 

'^ I NEGLECTED to mention to yoii in ny ktter of 
'^^ this date^ that the Greneral Officers EscalanCe and Bueno had been 
'^5i4tb me ; who are mentioned in that extraordimury pap^ which 
'" you sent me with yoor letters of the 30th Nov. signed by Martin 
'' de Garay^ Secretary of the Junta. Hie two Generals seemed to 
^^ me to be two weak old men, or rather women, witii whom it was 
'^ impossible for me to concert any military operatiotM, had I been so 
" inclined. 

^^ The persons with whom such operations can be concerted at 
^ present are the Generals who command the armies, not men tike 
*^ these two^ who have no information upon which such plans can 
^^ be formed, except the official papers, always incorrect, wUdi have 
^' been given to them from public offices. Their confevenoe witil 
^ me consisted in questions and in assertions with respect to the 
^^ strength of diffisrent Spanish corps, all of which I knew to be 
^^ erroneous ; and they neither knew that Segovia nor Somosierra 
*' were in possession of the Enemy. I shall be obliged to you t<t 
^' save me from such visits, which are very painful. 

^^ I mentioned to you in my letter of this day that I had had a 
'* letter from the Junta at Madrid Mv Instructions direct me, that 
^ all my communications with the Spanish Govwnment should go 
through you ; and I should be very happy, on every account, to 
comply with them : hut I do not see how this can be, if you con^ 
*^ tmue at Badajos. I shaH, however^ send you copies of them, if 
'^ you wish it 

" I have the honour to- be, &c. 

" John Moore." 
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The f<Aowing short passage io the General's Journal shews the 
ideas at this time revolving in his miod^ while waiting for the junc- 
tion of Sir David Baird. 

'' After Castanos' defeat the French marched to Madrid. Tlie 
<< infaabitanto flew to ams, barricadoed their, streets^ and swore to 
'^ die^ rather thai» submit. 

^^ This has arrested the progress ci die French, and Madrid stiH 
f^ holds out ' This is the first instance of enthusiasm shewn. There 
'^ IS a chance that the example may be followed, and the people be 
'^^ saved* I have stcqpped Baird's retreat, and am taking measures to 
** form our junction, whilst the French are whoUy occufned wilh 
<' Madrid. 

. *^ We are bound not to abandon the cause as long as there is hope. 
'^ But the courage of die populace of Madrid may fail; or at any 
^^ mte they may not he able to resist. In short, in a moment things 
^^ may be as bad a^ ever^ unless the whole country is animated, and 
M flocks to the aid of the capital. 

/^ In this part the people are passive. I have sent Colonel 6ra* 
:^^ ham to Madrid, to let me know exacdy what is passing ;. £or. we 

find die greatest difficulty to get peojde to bring us infimnatian/ 
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The following is the letter entrusted to Colonel Graham. 

Sir John Moore to the Duke of Castelfranco and M. de Morla. 

« Saknumea^ 6 Ik€. 180S. 
^^ I HAD .the honour to receive, last night, a letter 
^^ signed by the Duke *of Castelfranco and M. de Morla, in the 
^^ name of the Junta Military and Civil established at Madrid, 
^^ Hitherto I have been left without communication or support from 
5^ any of the Spanish armies ; and as the army I com^iand was sepa- 
^^ rated at Astorga and Salamanca, at which place it had been 
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-^^ ordered to collect, at ihe time when die army under General 
** Castanos was defeated^ it became necessary for me to consider 
*' what steps were necessary for the security of the British army^ 
^^ whick was helpless from its separation, and when united not 
^* sufficiently strong to encounter the whole French force, which 
^^ was about to be turned against it. I had therefore ordered the 
^^ corps at Astorga to £adl back on Corunna, atid was abdut to 
<* retire with the corps from this to some place of greater secu- 
^^ rity, from whence I might return to the assistance of Spain, when 
^^ a more favourable opportunity offered. Those measures I have 
^^ now stopped. The oorps under Sir David Baird shall return to 
^^ Astorga. I have put myself in communication with the Marquis^ 
^^ die la Romana, • at Leon ; and I shall, in concert with him, under- 
^^ take such operations as are deemed best for the interests of Spain, 
^^ and ioT the relief and assistance of Madrid. I should hopft that 
^^^e example of patriotism given by the capital will be followed by 
*^ the provinces, and that the people will flock up to its assistance ; 
^^ when, headed by the armies, the best results may be expected. 
^^ TUm Junta may rest assured that every thing shall be done by me 
^^ that can be expected by such a corpe as I command. This will be 
^^ delivered by Colonel Graham, whom I send to the Junta that he 
may explain the particulars of my situation, and communicate to 
me the wishes of the Junta, and the relative positions and strength 
of the people of Madrid, and the French opposed to them. 

^* 1 have the honour to be, 

^< Your Excellency's, &c. 

" John Moore.*' 

This letter was written in consequence of the intelligence sent 
by Mr. Frere, who imagined that both CasteUranco and Moria had 
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resolved to fight to the last extremity^ and, rather than snffier their 
eouatry to be enslaved, to perish in its* ruins. 

But it is now fully ascertained that Madrid was basely betrayed. 
The Chiefs who signed the capitulation abandoned every principle which 
they had sworn to mdntain, and stipulated for advantageous condi- 
tions for themselves : while the inhabitants at first resisted with 
noisy vociferation^ and then quietly surrendered their arms. 

Castelfranco and Morla: when they wrote to Sir John Moore knew 
that Castanos' troops were cut off from Madrid by Marshal Bessieres^ 
and were flying towards Cuenca. 

They themselves had ordered the gates of Madrid to be shut against 
tiie corps of San Juan ; who, from mistaken fury, murdered their 
Genera], one of the ablest of the Spanish ofiicers ; and after thiis^ 
horrid deed fled in confusion to Ahnares^ 

Such was the conduct of the misguided tro<^ ; and the two high- 
bom Spanish Chiefs sheathed their swords at the sight of the Enemy 
of their country, and by his order employed their perfidious peas ta 
betray the British army. In the letter to Sir John Moore the signa- 
ture il Principe de Castelfranco is written with a steady hand; but 
Thomas Morla's appears to have trembled in signing his infetny. 

Buonaparte, with affected grandeur, pretended to extend hi^ 
clemency to these degraded Spaniards* To conceal their concert 
with him, and to gratify his spleen, - he cunningly taunted Movla 
for his former perfidy in breaking the Capitulation with Du Pont.. 
But so shaHow a device is easily comprehended. 

Morla made good terms for himself and his base associates. His^ 
fortune and military rank were preserved to him, and he stoops to 
exist under the protection of the Usurper <^ his country.. 

^* Fendidit hie auro patriamy domimimque petentenif 
Jbipomitj jiait leges pretio atque refiadtJ.* 
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But these dismal truths were all unknown to Sir John Moore. He 
never saw the men, and had no means of judging of the sincerity of 
their professions. He perceived veiy clearly the folly which pre- 
dominated in the Spanish councils, but conjectured nothing worse. 

On the 7^b ^f December he had the pleasure of receiving the 
following patriotic address from the City of Toledo *. 



J%e Junta of Toledo to his JExceUeruy Sir John Moore, Sfc. Sfc. 

" £XC£LL£NT SIE, Toledo^ 5tA December^ 1808. 

" Thb Junta of Toledo, most anxiously wishing to 






'^ save their country, have signified to General Eredia, the Comman- 
dant of this Capital, that it is their intention to reunite here the 
dispersed annies; and to take the proper measures to enable him 
to defend this City to the last extremity. 

Hie Junta is besides in communication with Aranjuez, and other 
points of union; aiid halve the satisfection to assure your Excellency 

"that they are resolved to die in defence of their -country. They 

" transmit this information for the guidance of your Excellency, 

" wishing you many years.*' 

(Signed by the Membees of Junta.) 

Sir John Moore rejoiced at this new proof of rising spirit in Spain, 
and immediately returned the following answer. 

♦ Vide Appendix X. 
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Sir John Mowe to their Mxcellericies the Junta of Toledo. 

'^ G£NTL£M£N^ Salamuncay 7 Dfc. 1S08. . 

^* I HAVE received this morning the letter which you 
*^ have done me the honour to address to me. 

" The sentiments it contains, and the determination you express 
to die for your country, do you and the City of Toledo the greatest 
honour. If similar sentiments animate the rest of Spain, and the 
Spaniards will adhere fidthfully to each other, there can be no 
doubt of your ultimate success, .whatever temporary advanjtages the 
French may perhaps gain. The example given by Madrid is 
worthy of a great nation : it will, I hope^ excite the enthusia^n 
of all good Spaniards ; make them collect, and march to ihe 
assistance of a to^vn which ought not to be sacrificed.' 
" The British army, like the British nation,, is desirous of render-^ 
ing every assistance to the Spanish cause, and you may depeB4 
upon its best exertions. I am uniting the different corps of the 
army, and preparing to act 

^* The Marquis of Romana is at Leon, collecting ihe army that 
was with. General Blake in Biscay; and, in concert with him, 
whatever is possible on this side shall be done. 
" I shall hope to continue in correspondence with you, and that 
you Anil inform me with the progress you make ; and with w:hat-^ 
ev^r movements are made, either by the Enemy or by the armed 
force assembling at Toledo. You shall be equally informed by me 
of every thing on this side. In order to facilitate this ccmrespondence, 
I shall send a British officer to reside at Toledo, which I trust will 
meet your approbation. , 

*^ I have the honour to be, &c, 

" John Mooes/' ^ 
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An officer was accordingly sent to concert measures for the defence 
of Toledo ; but the Junta at the approach of a Frefich co^s suddenly 
changed their resolution, and, instead of dying, or even fighting 
for their country, very prudently retired : and the Duke of Bellune 
todk possession of this peaceftil City. This tvas ' one of the usual 
disappointments Sir John Moore met with froili his ally ; who was 
constantly proclaiming the most daring intentions ; and' when expec- 
tati6n was wound up to its height, and the most strenuous deeds 
were Iboked for, in a moment exertion relaxed, and every resolution 
yielded. '' \ '' ' ' ''"" '" '- -' - ' ' 

Indeeid few Geneiiib hate been entangled with so many em- 
barrassments as Sir John Moore ; who not only had to contend 
tvith the distrust of the Spanish Government, always exaggerating 
their resources, and concealing or glossing over their disasters ; but 
also to guard against the'E^ecr^ plots of unsuspected traitors, hid 
hi the bosom of the Junt^. While the British Minister, instead of 
assisting him with correct information, perplexed him with false 
intelligetfcce, harassed him /with vexatious missions, and thwarted 
him with pertinacious requisitions. And, lastly, he had to eilcounter 
the power and genius of Buonaparte. 

Madrid had now fallen, and the indefatigable Emperor was resolved 
to give the discomfited Spaniards no time to rally ; but to disperse 
their dispirited troops, and penetrate with celerity to the South. 

Marshal Bessieres was chasing the Central Army on the road to 
Valencia ; the Duke of Bellune had entered Toledo j and the Duke 
of Dantzic, * with, a strong division, was marching to Badajoz, with 
the design 6f' either seizing upon Lisbon or Cadiz; the Duke of 
TreviHe was • proceeding against Saragossa; the Duke of Dalmatia 
was preparing to enter Leon ; and Buonaparte, from Madrid, was 
ready to supjpdrtall these movements, arid complete the isubjugation rf 
(Spain. "* 
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There are no eeilaitt ,daeuSMnta to ascertain what' firere thi itetiad 
nunbera of t)ie 'Fi^ecich army who invaded Spain. ..;... 

Bfion^pBTtejinnouncod thiM; liis inteniioawasto oorry thfeare^200^000 
men$ axi4 t^i^ Preoch Offieers wh<> wore taken primoerB helievBd ikat 
their.aniiy.QQmistedof fi^ • •' *• • * 

The foljpw^ngjitatement ahews thai: iii this tlifere wais probahiy Ittle 
or no exaggeration. ^ ^ -'* 

Various accounts agree in calculating the French force in . 
. ; Spain^ in autumii 1808^ which was stationed behind dite - ' 

Bbro, at' . • . w . . - . w . -/ - ^ 45,000 
There were at the same time, in the Town 6f ' Baredlona, 

and in the Province of Catalonia/ - - - - -•' - - 15,000 

According to like intercepted letter from the €rovernor of ' 
Bayonne td Mai^halJourdan, there would enter Spain 
hy Bayonne^ between 16thOctober and l^thNovtember*^ 'f 2,000 
An army, chiefly from Italy, entered Catalonia about the * 

same peiriod - -•......-*-.:.*. 1^,006 

Junot's division ientei^, in the beginning of December 30^,000 



177,000 



From reports there is reason to 1believ6 'that there were odiet 
French corps besides the above; tvhich wbiild ihake the numbers 
nearly accord with BucQiaparte's declaration. ' ' 

It is not however to be imagined, that there ever was* M one period 
so. gseat \BU[i efieodve Frendi force as the above ; for deaths and dLsualtii^i 
always occasion a great reduction of the numbers of an army. ^ 

Considerable pains have been taken to ascertain whkt was tfieteal 
British force which entered iSpain ; for a very fidse ledtimate' inayb^ 

* Yidti Appciidiki ;£f 
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by examiiuDg only the total nunbers of official reports. After 
an accurate * examination it is found^ that the whole efiective force 
of the corps which marched from G>runna under Sir David Baird 
coimsted of 9550 men ; and of those which proceeded from Portu* 
gal was 18^4163 making altogether an army of 25^631 infantry 
and 3450 cavalry. The artillery was numerous^ but of too small a 
calibre ; including a brigade of useless three-pounders, it amounted 
to fifty guns. 

Sir John Moore was now joine<l by General Hope's division, and was 
d^ious of uniting himself Avith Sir David Baird's ; having reisolved 
to prosecute Ihe war in the ^orth of Spain. - But neither the arts of 
Morla, the news of Charmilly, nor the aigumeiits and requisitions of 
the Junta and Mr. Frere could induce the General to advance to Madrid. 
He knew that the passes of Somosierra and Guardarama were pos- 
sessed by the French, and that an attempt to force them would be 
destructive ; yet, if he continued where he was, or only guarded the 
frontiers .of Galicia, every thing.valuable in Spain would be quickly 
$obdue4* Thd first of these plans was rejected as rash, and the 
Qthen »9 futile; but he formed and executed a plan for stepping 
the progress c^ the French, and relieving Spain, which has been 
highly admired by masters in the art of war. This will be gradually 
developed But, as he found that the Spanish Generals who had 
been deputed to him were qDiite incapable of discussing a plan, or 
giving him any advice, he thought it would be imprudent to confide 
ius intentions to them. He considered it most advisable to trust no 
ODie with his desigps^ except the .Government, and the Generals 
commanding, armies who w<ere to coH^emte with him. 

This i^peairs to have givisn grbat , oifence to osie of the Deputed 
.Geoetalsy who wrote the foUowing letter^ 

t Vide Appendix Y. 
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Don Ventura EscaUmte to His ExceUehctf the Commander of the 
Forces of His Britannic Majesty *• 

^' MOST BXCEI.LSKT SIR^ Z# Cahaia de Bams, Dec. 7, 1808* 

'^ I IN vain exhausted every means, military as well as 
^* political^ to induce your Excellency to give up the project of retir- 
^^ ing with your troops to Ciudad Rodrigo and Portugal, and of 
^' withdrawing that part of the British army which is at Astorga to 
'^ Galicia. And your Excellency having observed, that the Marquis 
^^ of Romana was only able to collect five thousand men, I left Sala** 
^^ manca yesterday morning to meet the Supreme Junta, considering 
^^ my mission at an end. But to-day I have received a courier with 
^^ a lettw from the Marquis of Romana ; of which I transmit a 
" copy to your Excellency, in hopes diat it will have more influence 
^^ than my observations^ and induce you to cliange your plan. For 
^f if, instead of uniting the two divisions of your' army with the army 
^^ of the Marquis of Romana at Zamora, or eiome other point that 
^^ may impose upon the Enemy, you persist in putting your design 
^^ in execution, you will immediately occasion the destruction of 
'^ Spain, and perhaps your Exodlency will be under the necessity 
^* of embarking for England. But if your Excellency will accede 
^^ to the said junction, it is very probable that the Enemy will.aban- 
^^ don his intention of attacking Madrid, and will retire. Tliis would 
^^ give time to the army of the Centre to concentrate, and take other 
^^ positions. 

I request your Excellency to give an answer to the bearer, that he 
may send it to me. And it would be important if your Excellency 
would be so good as to write to the Marquis of Romana your final 



u 

^^ determination. 

" Ventura Escalante. 



* Vide the original Spanish, C. C. 
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The answer that was sent to thi^ letter was one of pure .civility, 
Sir Jbhn choosing only to write confidentially to the acting Generals. 



* De Sir John Moore h son Excellence le Marquis de la Momana. 

" MONSU5UR I4E M AtlQUIS, Salarhufica, ce S Decembre. 

'^ Un Officier que' j' expAlie au Gr^^^ Sir David 

^^ Baird, ni' ofire V occasion de vous ^rire. Je n' ai pas encore re^u 

^^ des informations sOlres, k V ^ard de Madrid ; j' ai lieu de croire que 

le peuple tient encore. Une lettre du Junta de Toledo m' a oom<» 

muniqu^ V intention de rassembler un corps d' arm^ Ik ; et que le 

peuple est d^termini^ de mourir, les armes a la main. 

Le General Castanos a re9u ordre de se r^tirer k Carolina, de 
<* r autre cAt^ du Sierra Morena. 

'^^ Dans cette partie de 1- Espagne les habitans sont trop tnnquilles : 
[^ ils disent qu' ik n'ont point d' armes; ils ont besoin d'une tSie pour 
^<' les remuer ^t pour lea rdunir, et pour les commander. Je propose, 
'^ le lO courant, de £ure un mouvement isurZamore et Toro, pour 
me rapprocher du Corps du G^^ral Baird et du votre. Quand je 
sais quel progi^s vous avez fait dans roigama&tion de votre'arm^, 
nous pourrotis combiner quelque chose; et j- attends avec impa>- 
^^ tience de recevoir une r^ponse k la lettre que j' euis V hbnii&ur de vous 
^' ecrire le six. Deux Officiers G^^mux etoientioi, il y a'quelques 
^ jours, envoys de la part du Junta Supreme. Ils ne m' ont pas paru 
^^ d' avoir ni les pouvoirs ni les informations n^essaries pour coaibiner 
^^ une operation. J' ai cm pouvoir m' appliquer plus claireineni avec 
^^ voiis. Monsieur le G^n&al, et j' ai refus^ d' entrer avee euo: en 
<< matiere : ils etoient k G^n^ral Escalante et le B. G^n^ral Boeno. 

^* J' air honneur 

" d'6tre, &c. 

^^ John Moob£^ 
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The following instraetions were then dispatched to Sir DalTid 
Baird. 



• Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

' ^^ MY DJJAR GENERAL, Saiamanmj Sih Dec, 1808. 

^^ Maprib still holds out, and I have some reason to 
^^ helieve that some efforts are making to collect a force at Toledo, 
*^ suQ^.s^, still lajg»one on the other, side of the Sierra Mor^na. As 
** long as there is a chance, we must not abandojn this country. The 
" conduct of Madrid has givep us a little time, and we must en- 
** deavour to profit hy it. My first object must be to unite with 
^^ you, and thus connect myself with the Marquis Romana. I shall 
** move a coips firom this on the 10th, to Zamora and Toro. To 
** which last place I shall move Head Quarters. 

. f^ I .should wish you to push on your people by brigades to Be- 
*^ navente. I have desired General Clinton to send you, for your 
^^ private information, the manner I propose dividing the army. 
*^ I think you will prefer commanding a division to being second in 
*^ command without any. I send you this privatCy that you may 
" consider it, and let me know if you would wish it altered in any 
'^ particular. But I should not wish it to be shewn to any of the 
'' Generals, which might draw upon me applications which I could 
^^ not grant. You will have the goodness to point out to me any 
^^ alterations, respecting the corps with you, which might improve 
" the arrangement. 

'^ You never noticed the letter I eneloseid to you, long since, for 
'< General Leith, ordering him to join you. lam, therefore, ig- 
^^ Borant whether he 'is with you. He is placed, like all the cor- 
^' respondii^^ officers, under my command, but he has never written* 
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^' me a Kne. I shall thank you to tell me where he is^ as also 
** the Officers who were employed in the mission under him, 

^^ In the mean time I am anxious to know the real strength and 
^^ condition of the troops Romana and Blake are assembling; and 
^^ I shall thank you to send an intelligent officer to Leon to see 
^^ them; and who is capable of judging without allowing him*^ 
" self to be humbugged. You will of course order whatever 
^' troops arrive at Corunna to be immediately landed and moved 
<* forward, 

" I have sent Colonel Graham (90 Reg.) to Madrid, and expect 
*^ to hear from him this evening, 

" I remain, &c» 

" John Moore.*' 

Colonel Graham, who had been deputed with the answer to 
Castelfranco and Morla, instead of travelling directly to Madrid, 
thought it most prudent to go first to Talavera, to obtain intelli; 
gence. He arrived there late at night on the /^h of December. 
The following letter explains his proceedings ; but, as the Spanish 
messenger was slow, and the Colonel was indefatigably active, he 
returned to Salamanca on the 9th, before the letter arrived. 



Colonel Graham to Sir John Moore. 

Talaveira de la Reina^ 
« MY DEAR GENERAL, Wednesday Night late, 7-8 Dec. 180S. 

<< Owing to the extreme difficulty in getting horses, I did 
" not get here till past eleven to-night : and hearing there was a part 
« of the Junta Central stiU in this place, I immediately waited oii 
« them to obtain information: the amount of which I ^end by an 
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eKtracrdinary oooriery as die mo«t likely means of its reaching you 
^^ BOtm ; as he will get on much faater than I ooold, requiring fewer 
^^hflvses. 

^ It seraw on the Sd^ Castelfiranco and Morla: made some sort of 
^^ agraement with the French, who on the day before get posses- 
^^ sioa of the Retiro and Prado of Madrid* They are suspected of 
^ treason ia Ihis proceeding ; hairing refused to admit the troops 
^^ under St. Juan and Hereida who were at the gates on this side ; 
^^ and whose presence^ it is assorted^ would have enabled the citizens 
^ to have defended die town. Castellar, the Captain-General^ and 
<^ all the Military Officws of rank, refused to ratify ilie agreement^ 
^^ left ihe town, and brought away 16 guns ; and the inhabitants re- 
fuse to deliver up their arms. In this state of things the £nemy 
remain in the Retiro, without having taken possession of the dif- 
ferent posts within : and they ^the two Deputies here} do not think 
^^ there is any chance of any part of die French force (between 20 
^' and 30,000 men) being detached firom Madrid. 

^^ Castanos' army, meanwhile, commanded by Genend La P^a, 
'^ second in command, is at Guadahoara ; and they say amounts to 
'^ about 30,000 men. There are about 12,000 of die remains of St. 
'^ Juan and Hereida's army here, going to occupy the bridge of Al- 
^^ maraz ; where great exertions are making by the Junta to assemble 
^^ a large force. Meanwhile St. Juan has been sacrificed to the popu- 
^^ lar fury for retreating from Madrid ; and was this morning mur- 
^ dered here. One of the members now here is to proceed imme- 
'^ diately to Leon, to concert measures with die M. de la Romana ; 
^^ whose force they state^ by the accounts received this day, to exr 
^^ ceed 30,000 men ; and every where, where die country is not oeci^ 
<' pied by the Enemy^ diey say the most acdve measures axe taking 
^^ to increase the military force of the country. They state the whok 
^' of the French force in Spain not to exceed from 70 to 80,000 men ; 
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^^ a part of which is before Saragossa. Tliey deny any reinforcements 
*^ more being on their way to jdin the Enemy. They are most anx- 
'^ ious that you should join Romana. I shortly explained to them, 
" the divided state of your army, and the necessity you was under to 
^' begin a retreat^ instead of completing the junction, on hearing of 
** Castanos' defeat. I assured them, that, whatever might be your 
'^ determination from circumstances, you have nothing more at heart 
^' than to sene effectually the cause of Spain ; but that the British 
*^ auxiliary army could do little in that by itself, and that every thing 
** depended on their being able to bring forward a powerful Spanish 
^' army, that could unite with it. I mean to return by the Placentia 
f^ road. I am afraid I shall not be able to get the Courier to send thiji 
" till to-morrow morning. 

" I remain ever most truly yours, 

" Thomas Graham. 
^^ P. S. I think they mean that La P^na should retire on Anda- 
^^ lusia : though they do not seem to have quite given up hopes of the 
y people of Madrid resisting, should they be able to introduce a few 
'^ thousand men. The Junta is at Truxillo. You see that all that I 
^^ can do is to repeat what I have heard ; for I have no means at this 
" moment of judging for myself.'* 

f Paper inclosed.) 

" . In the Morning of the S/A.. 

" I HAVE just heard, from good authority, that the Enemy 
^^ have gone towards Saragossa with a lai^ force ; and that that and 
" Madrid are their objects. 

P. S. Official accounts are just come that they attacked Sara- 
gossa on the first, and were repulsed with great loss.'' 
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This letter exemplifies the manner in which the' Spanish Junta 
cloaked their calamities from the sight of their ally. Not being able 
absolutely to deny the capitulation, they softened it into a kind of 
agreement; adding, that the indignant inhabitants had refused to 
deliver up their arms, and that the French had not ventured to enter 
the city. They also sunk doi^Ti the numbers of Buonaparte^s army, 
and exaggerated their own in the same proportion : completely dis- 
guising from the British General the relative strength of both. 

He was thus misled by the persons who ought to have instructed 
him ; and taught to believe that Madrid, instead of surrendering, had 
only formed a species of armistice with the Enemy, That Spanish 
corps were preparing to advance to its relief; and that the chief por- 
tion of Buonaparte's force must be occupied in controuling it. 

It appears from Sir John Moore's letters, that he neither credu- 
lously trusted, nor totally disbelieved this authenticated account; 
though it was likewise confirmed by many private reports : particu- 
larly by the testimony of a Friar^ who had come from Madrid. Not- 
withstanding his doubts, he considered himself compelled to make 
every efibrt in his power for the relief of the capital, and accordingly 
advanced from Salamanca. 

The movement was made from the left flank, by brigades, towards^ 
the Duero. 

The reserve and General Beresford's brigade were marched to 
Toro } there to unite with the cavalry under Lord Paget, who had 
reached that place from Astorga. He moved with the remain- 
ing divisions towards Alaejos and Tordesillas. At this last place the 
whole were intended to unite^ whence he proposed to proceed to Val- 
ladolid. Sir David Baird's corps were not yet all collected ; but he 
was diredted to pu$h op his brigades to Benavente^ to support or join 
him. 
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The intention of this movement was to threaten the communica- 
tion between Madrid and France : but the design is expressed in the 
following letters. 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

*^ MY DEAR sra DAVID, Salamanca, \2th December j 1808. 

^* I HAVE received both your letters of t3ie 8th, in answer 
** to mine of the 5th and 6th. 

^* Lord Paget is at Toro, to which place I have sent the resen^e, 
** and General Beresforti's brigade ; the rest of the troops from this 
" are moving to the Duero. My quarters to-morrow will be at 
^* Alaejos ; Hope's at Tordesillas ; Fraser will be with me with his 
^* division on the 14th ; on which day Lord Paget, with the Cavalry 
** and Infantry from Toro, will move along to IKiero', towards us, 
** so as to enable the whole to reach Tordesillas and its neighbouir- 
^* hood the 15th, and Valladolid on the 16th. I have no answer 
** from the Marquis de la Romana, to wliom I wrote upon the 6th, 
^* and with whom it is my wish to form a junction, and to co-operate. 
^* But, although I am disappointed in not hearing from him, and must 
^ forego any assistance from him ; and aliliough your corps will not 
** be up in time, yet I think it an object with the troops I have 
^ to march to Valladolid ; from whence, according to the inf3rmation 
^* I receive, I may move on to Palencia and Burgos ; and thus thrca- 
** ten the Enemy's communications, and cause a diversion in favour of 
^* Madrid or Sarago^sa, or any movement which may be in eontempla- 
** tion from the South of the Tagus. I shall, at all events, cover you 
whilst assembling at Astorga and Benavente, and may bring you 
on to me, or fall back upon you, as occasion requires ; and, in the 
mean time, I shall be just as safe as at Salamanca or Zamora. I 
think I shall call on to me Colonel Crawford with his corps, either 
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** by Toro or Medina de Rio Seco, of which I shall give yon notice 
** from Alaejos. I have atteched one brigade of artillery to each 
^' division of the army ; whatever is over, is considered as reserve, 
** To each division also there is attached ten rounds of musket car- 
" tridgesper man carried in carts, and four mules with pack-saddles, 
" for the purpose of bringing the cartridges, when wanted, from the 
^^ carts to the troops ; besides which, I am forwarding musket-ammu- 
^^ nition, and ammunition for guns, to Zamora. I think if you bring 
<' on with the troops two brigades of artillery, besides the two of 
^^ horse artillery, one of which is with Lord Paget, this will suffice ; 
<^ leave the othter two at Astorga, ready to come forward v^hen called 
^^ for. I wish yon would make the same arrangement for canying 
^^ with your brigades, or divisions, ten rounds a man^ besides the sixty 
in pooches. I afaall enclose a letter from Colonel Harding, odm- 
manding the artillery, explanatory of every thing else. I consider 
BenaVente as a place to have certain stores advanced to ; the rest 



*^ you should divide between Astorga and ViUafranca. 

^^ All the money at Corumia should be brought up to ViUafraiica ; 



^^ we siudl want it. I am much obliged to you for your opimoti upon 
f ^ the Galieias and "Vigo ; and it is that which now, pmbably, i 
*^ AbIL foBdw, should such a measure become uMBSflary. I on, 
^^ therafore, most anxious that magazines shmild be fiirmed on that 
<^ communication. I have written home, to direct tbat alt tmnsports, 
*^ &e. idumld call at Coranna, and Vigo, unless otherwise directed* 
^^ Coranna must be the place for all supplies from England ;-~*<iie 
^^ communioation through Portugal is difficult and tasdy. 

Forward the inclosed to the Mait|uis de la Romana aa soon 
as possible ; and send me any letters which may come from him 
without delay. An Officer will remain at Salamanca to forward 
*^ letters to me. Shot)ld yMi not pirefWr the direet r6ad by Toro id 
" Tordesillas, or Valladolid, you vrill not think it necessary to have 
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more cavalry with you whilst I am in your front. I shall enclose 
" a letter for Lord Castlereagh *, which I shall thank you to for- 
" ward to Corunna. 

^^ Believe me sincerely, 

" John Moore/* 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^ SIR, Salanmhca^ D^xeniber \2thy 1808. 

" I LEAVE this to-morrow, and I expect to be in Valla- 
" dolid on the 16th, with that part of the army which came from 
Portugal, joined by 1500 Cavalry which came \Vith Sir David 
\^ Baird; the rest of Sir David's corps he is assembling at Astorga 
and Benavente ; but I have thought it advisable to make this 
movement without him, rather than wait longer* He will be ini 
my rear, and can join me when he is ready. I have heard nothing 
from the Marquis de la Romana, in answer t6 the letters I wrote 
^^ to him on the 6th and 8th instant I am thus, disappointed of 
^' his co-operation, or, of knowing what plans he proposes* 

I am in ignorance of the state of Madrid. It was attacked the 
2d, and capiibilated the 3d. The Frendi tbeh: had the Redro, 
\^ and the people kept their arms. Whether this continues theif 
<' relative situation, I cannot learn. The difficulty of obtaining 
'^ information surpasses what I ever met with. 

" The object of my movement is to threaten the French communi-^ 
^^ cations, and attract their attention from Madrid and Saragossa, and 
" favour any, movemcait which may be projected by the armies form-' 
<< ing to the South of the Tagus. 

^^ If no advantage is taken of it, if no efforts are made, and 
*^ if every dne continues quiet,, as they did when Madrid was attacked,* 
^^ the French will have their option to turn against me what portionr 

* Vide Appendix B B. 
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^ of their -force tkey please ; it will, of course, not be one inferior in 
'* number, and I need not state to you what is likely to be the conse- 
^^ quence. 

• '' The French in the North of Spain have from 80 to 90,000 
f* men : — it is ^aid that more are advancing, and I believe it; as 
^^ many of the letters, found inth^ intercepted mail, mention a seventh 
" and eighth division, preparing to enter Spain. I have seen 
^^ nothing in the conduct of the- Spaniards that gives me the least 
" hope that they will resist such formidable numbers. They have 
^' shewn nothing like resolution hitherto. Madrid, after so much 
^^ boasting, held out but one day. This army is now in motion, and I 
^' shall make with it what diversion I can, to favour any resistance, 
^*or any attacks made elsewhere; ' If the forces, collected to the 
*^ Sbuthward of the Tagus, will move forward in great numbers, 
^* and Hke men determined to rescue their country, Madrid may still 
*^ be saved;- if the inhabitants keep their alritis, and if the FVench, 
*^ notwidiistanding the capitulation, have not dared to ertter the city ; 
" but nothing short of some very decided measure will save either 
^^ Madrid or Spain at this moment. I shall continue to keep you 
" informed of my movements ; and your Courier coming by Ciudad 
^* Rodrigo, will be informed where to find me. 

" I have, &a 

*^ John Mooiib.'* 

It appears by this letter, that Sir John Moore was still ignorant 
<>f the submission of Madrid ; and he was led to entertain hopes 
that his movements might be useful to save that city. ^ 

On the same day, December 12th, Lord Paget, with the principal 
part of the cavalry, marched from Toro to Tordesillas ; while Briga^ 
^r-General Stuart, commanding the 18th and King's Grerman 
DrogoqnQ, wm moving, from A>^yol?* . ^h^ ^T^^S^l^T g^^. infanna«^ 
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^n that a p^rtj of Freuch cavalry aaaid iofaa^ were jpotfbid itt a 
village called Rueda. 

Captain Dashwood secretly reconnoitred the place at ni^t^ i^ 
Haarked the -poaition of the guards. The 3rigad|er then rode up to 
the village with a party of the 18th I^^qons^ eutprised the 'E»^mf, 
abd killed oar took prisonerB almost the whcde detachment. 

This n^ the first encounter of the Freach and Britasli in $p^fi. 
The xparch of the British had beeii so well oonCealed, th^t the !Preqch 
were astonished to find that there were any English troops thetre. 
The prisoners declared th^t it was univeiFsally believed they ha4 re^^. 
treated. 

The Head Quarters were, pn the 14th I>eota9tber^ at Al«ej90^ where 
Sir John received a letter from the Marc|uis of RooMaa, who^ he 
thought, had beeli rather top hmg iol wrking. The Marqub hfcw 
distinctly eKipresses a perfect a^robation of the reasima for 4h6 retieat 
which Sk John Mo^e had bef(HPe prpjec^bad ; aad, from eajatiou, he 
adds iiot a woid ^respecting the foi'ward movetoent, kat hh letter 
ehMld feU iutlo ihe handa of the En^iiy, 

Theffe is often ia the Mar^ui^'s letter otkbi or two BqgjlifilL worda^ 
and the Vrm&n is a )ktle incorrec^i. 

A. S. E. Mr. le G4ndral Sir John Moort^ Commandant Giniral 
de VArm^e Angloise en Espagne. 

** Jte vtors paries deuK tettroe de V. E. du six et hmt 
'* courant^ la cause dcs mouvemens retirogrades ^ju' eHte avok prescrk 
" aux porps d' Arm^ sous ses ordres ; et je la ttoa^ trks fond^ et 
^* trfes juste. Craignant d'aventurer une r^nse aux articales des 
" deux lettres^ je me reserve de le ifeiire par le moyen d "un OflScier 
que j'^xp^erai demain pour aller h votre rencontre ^ Zfoatnofny 
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*• tandid^e je hie pr^r^ jpouf feire a^ec V. E. la jonction si desir^. 
^ *f J'ai r honiieur de tfenouveller a- V. E. V •hommage de ma haute 
" Mtitne^ et de la pttrfeitfe consid^ratidft rtvee lAq.nelle 
' ; ^< Je suii Totre triis humble, 

" et trfes devout serviteur," •' 

'* Le MARQftJJd'Dte LA ROMANA.^ 

On thfe same day on which the above was received, a pacliet of 
letters from the Head Quarters of thfe FrenfcK Army weife brought 
to Sir John Moore. The Officer who had tlidm'"in charge was inter- 
cepted, and miirdered by some Spanisli peasants. 

The following dispatch from Marslial BertltiieV tb the Duke of 
Dalmatia was very important. • ' 

^ Monsieur le Mar^chal Due de DalnicFtie, commandant' le 2 Corps 
d'Arm^tj h Saldana. Xe V. Conn^tahle, Major OAi^ral 

** Chamartin^ le 10 Decembre^ 1S08. 
'^ A MONSJBUR US MARECHAL DUG D^ DALrHATIE, 

" J' Ai hi k TEmpereur, Monsieur le Marshal, votre 
^^ lettre du 4 Decembre, apport^e par V un de vos officiers ; sa Ma- 
^^ jest^, Monsieur le Due, approuve tout ce que vous avez fait. Le 
" 8"** Regiment de Dragons, le 22™* de Chasseurs, le Regiment du 
'^ Colonel Tascher, le Regiment Hannoverin, font quatre Regiments, 
^^ formant deux Brigades command^^es par les O^n^raux de Brigade de 
" Belle et Franceschi : ces deux Brigades de Cavalerie sont sous vos 
** ordres ; et vous pouvez les faire manoevrer comme il vous convicil- 
" dra. L'Empereur pense qu' avec la Division Merle, avec la Divi- 
** sion Mouton, les 4 Regiments de troupes k clieval, vous n* avez 
** rien qui puisse vous r^sister. 

" Qu' avez vous k faire? Vous rendre maitre de Leon, rejetter 
" r ennemi en Galice, vous emparer de Benavente et de Zamora ; 

K 
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" voUs ne devez pas avoir d' Anglais devant vcmst car quelques Regi^ 
^^ meats sent venus a I'EsCurial, k Salamanque^ et tout potte k pen^ 
" ser qu'ils sont en pleine marche retrograde : notre avant-garde est 
^* aujourd'hui k Talavera de la Reyna, sur la route de Badajoz : elle 
" sera bient6t sur cette ville. Vous sentez assez que c^ mouve* 
*^ meat (s' il ne V a pas d^fa fait) va forcer les Anglais k accourir sur 
" Lifibonne. Au moment^ Monsieur le Mar^chal, que vous serez 
" certain,, comme tout porte k le pr^sumer^ qu'il n'y a pas d' Anglais 
" devant vous, vous pouvez marcher droit et k t6te baiss^e ; il n'y a 
^' rien en Espagnols qui puisse tenir Qontre vos deux divisions. Faites 
" faire des souliers et des capottes a licon, k St. Ander, a Palencia. 
" Sa Majesty approuve toutes les deman4es que vous ferez ayant pour 
*' but d'ameliorer votre materiel: vous pouvez dgalement requ^rir des 
'^ mulets pour r^monter votre artillerie, et des chevaux pour remonter 
*' votre cav^lerie, en mettant dans tout cela les formes et tout ce qui 
^^ tient k la bonne administration. II est possible qu' aussitot que la 
" division de Dragons du Gen. Miller arrivera en Espagne, TEmpe- 
*^ reur vous Tenvoye ; mais cette division rie feira pas en Espagne au 
*^ moius de 13 jours. A la distance oxj vous vous trouvez de nous, 
^^ Monsieur le Due, vous ne pouvez vousconduire que par vous^mifime, 
".et regarder tout ce que je vous ecris k un si' grand ^loignement 
^* comme une direction gendrale. * 

" Sa Majeste pense que vous prendre^ toutes les mesures pour sou- 
" mettre le pays entre le Duero et la Galice et les Asturies, en gar- 
'^ dant toutesfpis, et precieusement, St. Ander. Le 5°'^ corps, que 
*^ commande le Mar^chal Due deTrevise, a re^u Tordre de se diriger sur 
" Sarragosse. Le 8 '*^^ corps aux ordi^es du Due d^Abrantes, dont la 
"1' Div°" arrive a Vitoria vers le 12, va vraisemblablement recevoir 
** des ordres pour se r^unir k Burgos. Des gabarres et des batiments 
" de toute espece, armes au guerre, orit V ordre de se rendre a St. 
** Ander; faites les charger de marehandise Anglaise saisiie, de coton, 
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^* de laine, d'artiUerie, et qu'on les expedie sur France. Enfin tehez 
" Valladolid et Zamora dans la soumission : Valladolid est une bonne 
'* ville, et qui s' est bien conduit ; on dit qn* il seroit trfes int^ressant 
^* d'occuper Zamora. Enfin, Monsieur le Due, rEmpereur pense que 
" YOus pouvez tout faire du moment que les Anfijlais seront retir^a sur 
^^ Lisbonne. 

^* Cinq divisions de Castanos, compost des meilleurs troupes, ont 
iti culbut&s'plus fecilement encore que vous n' avee culbut^ vous- 
m^me Tarm^ d'Andalousie h Burgos. Ijes d^ris de TArm^e de 
Castanos sont poursuivis par le Marechal Bessieres, qui leur a coup^ 
" la route d'Estramadure, et qui les poursuit sur celle de Valence k 
^^ plusieurs joum^es au delk du Tage. L'£mpereur a son quartier 
^^ g^hdral k Chamartin, petite campagne k une lieue et demi de Ma* 
" drid; sa Majesty jouit de la meilleure sant^. La ville de Madrid 
est trks tranquille ; les boutiques sont ouvertes, les spectacles ont 
repris, et il ne parait pas que les premiers pourparlers ayent ^t^* 
appuy^s de quatre mille coups de canon. 

" Le Prince de Neuchatbl, 
" Major G^n^ral. 
" Je vous enverrai demain la proclamation et les ari^t^s pri« par 
*' rEmpereur ; vous y reconnoitrez celui fait pour commander k tout.^' 

This letter gare Sir John Moore not only a correct account of the 
disposition of* most of the French divisions, together with the inten- 
tions of the Emperor ; but also included an exact summary of ' the 
Spanish operations, and of the state of Madrid. 

The most important service that Mr. Frere could perform to Spain 
and to his Country, was certainly to send intelligence of all important 
events to the Commander of the Forces. This duty was of course in- 
culcated in his instructions from the Secretary of State i in which is 
the following clause : <* You will on your- part keep him (Sir J: 
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" Moore) regularly infermed of any political event of importance 
*^ which may arise, and which can in any degree affect the safety, or 
" influence the movements, of the army/' It cannot be questioned 
that the surrender and total submission of Madrid was a political event 
of some importance ; and likely to affect the safety, and influence the 
movements, of the British army. Yet Mr. Frere never transmitted to 
1^ John Moore this intelligence ! It was the nibctfe requisite to do 
so, as, by his letters from Aranjuee when close to Madrid, and by 
those from Talavera when near it, and by the mission of has fnand 
Charmilly, he h^ sent the strongest assurances of the detemmiation 
dT the inhabitants of the capital to hold out to the last extremity. 
Yet Mr. Frere never intimated to Sir John Moore that this expecta- 
tion had proved fallacious ! To conceal such intelligence, would have 
been highly criminal : it must, therefore, be concluded that Mr. 
Frere was totally misinformed and deceived. Yet one is quite at a loss 
to conceive how the Junta and Mr. Frere could find any difficulty in 
obtaining intelligence from Madrid. For thisf city never was sur- 
rounded by the French ; the communication with the country was left 
open by their consent, for the admission of provisions. And though 
the Governor and a few others were trait<»*8, yet the city was full of 
loyal citizens, undoubtedly disposed to send true accounts^ . 

No satisfactory explanation appears for the want of true intel- 
tigeiice, ' and the transmission of false ; or for mingling both together, 
as- was the present- case. For the Junta had actually communicated to 
die British Commander that Madrid had capitulated; but they had added 
that the city had remained in some sense hostile^ and that the French 
troops had ncit veiitared to enter within the gates. This impression 
of course continued upon his mind ; and it was from Marshal Ber* 
thier that he was indebted for the knowledge of die truth. But it 
was now too late to resume the former plan of carrying his arms to 
the South : and he still had some reliance on the favourable advices 
which had been sent him on the other points. 
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Along with the unfavourahle intelligence commamcated in Ber- 
tluer's letter, it was some consolation for Sir John Moore to find that 
Buonaparte believed he was retreating. But as he perceived that 
Soult's corps was stronger than had been represented, he considered 
it no longer advisable to march to Valladolid, least Sir David Baird 
should be attacked in forming his junction. He thought it pre- 
ferable to move to Toro, to approach nearer to Sir David, and ac- 
cordingly wrote to him this intention. • 

Sir John Moore to Sir David Baird. 

*^ MY DEAR SIR, Head Quarters, Alaejos, Dec. 14, 1808.^ 

^^ I R£C£iV£i> last (light your letters of the 10th and 11th 
inst. It was my intention to have moved to-morrow on Valladolid ; 
but by a letter from Buonaparte to Marshal Soult at Saldanha, 
^' which we have intercepted, the officer who carried it having been 
^^ muidered by the peasantry, I am induced to change my direction, 
^^ and shall be to-morrow with all the troops I have at Toro, and its 
'^ immediate neighbourhood. It appears that Marshal Soult, Due de 
^' Dalmatia, has with him two divisions at Saldanha, besides one 
'^ under the Doc d'Abrantes which is collecting at Burgos, and ano- 
^* ther under the Due de Trevile which has received orders to march 
on Sarego^sa^ but which of course may be recalled. Madrid has 
submitted, and is quiet ; and the French from thence are marchipg 
^ upon Badajos. Their advanced guard was at Talaveira la Reina <m 
^^ the 10th instant. My object is now to unite the army as soon as 
'' possible : you at Benavente, and I at Toro ; from whence, either 
^^ by a forward or flank movement, the two corps can be joined. I 
^' diall direct all my stores from Zamora to be forwarded to Benavente, 
^^ Tlie arrangement with respect to yours which I communicated to 
you in my letter of the 12th inst. may go on ; by which we shall 
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* have a certain portion at Benavente, and the rest at Astorga and 

* the rear. It appears from the intercepted letters, from deserters, 

* and from prisoners we have taken, that the French are in complete 
^ ignorance of the present movements, and think we have retreated : 

* As they will now know the truth, what change this may make in 
' their march to Badajos I know not : but Marshal Soult will cer- 

* tainly be checked in his intended operations ; which were projected 
•' upon the supposition that he had nothing but Spaniards to oppose 

^ him. Every arrangement which I before directed with a view to 
^ enable us to live in the Galicias, should be strictly attended to ; 

* for, though in the first instances we may not have opposed to us 
^ more than we can face, it will be in the power of the Enemy to in- 
^ crease their force far beyond our strength. I have received a letter 
^ from the Marquis of la Romana, and I expect an officer from him 

* every hour. Whatever I determine with him shall be communi- 

* cated to you ; in the mean time I shall thank you to let him know 

* that I have changed my intention of going to Valladolid, in conse- 
^ quence of information ; and that I am collecting the army at Toro 
^ and Benavente. 

" Believe me, &c. 

*^ John Moore/' 

Though Sir John Moore had received no answer to the letters he 
wrote to Mr. Frere on the 6th and 10th, he continued sending him 
exact information of his movements 
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Si7' J. Moore to Mr. Frei^e. 

** SIR, * Toroy 15 Dec. 1808. 

*^ Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmatia, is with a corps at 
** Saldana : Junot, Duke of Abrantes, is marching with another by 
^^ Vittoria on Burgos ; and there is a corps under another Marshal, 
^* Duke of Trevise, destined for Saragossa, Madrid is quiet ; and 
^* the army, or rather a portion of it, is on its march to Badajos ; the 
** advanced guard was at Talavera de la Reina on the 10th. Buona- 
** parte is at Chamartin — in the belief that the British have retired 
" into Portugal. Marshal Bessieres is in pursuit of the army of Cas- 
*^ tan OS ; has intercepted its march to Estremadura, and is following 
" it to Valencia. This information, which I received yesterday, has 
" determined me to unite the army with all possible speed ; and in- 
*f stead of proceeding to Valladolid I have marched to this place> in 
" order to make my junction with Sir David Baird, who is assembling 
*• his corps at Benavente. I met a King's messenger on my coming 
'* to this town who was in search of you : I have directed him to go 
" to Ciuuad Rodrigo; where, according to the information he re- 
** ceives, he will proceed straight to Badajos, or enter Portugal. 
^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore." 

The British Commander was now very desirous that the Duke of 
Dalmatia should move forward, and meet him halfway ; though he 
could hardly flatter himself with this expectation. He resolved there- 
fore to march to%vards him, form his junction with Sir David Baird 
on the road, and, if possible, encounter Marshal Soult before he was 
reinforced, and before any French corps should be pushed forward 
on his right flank to endanger his retreat* 
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With this design he had inarched to Toro, which he reached on the 
16th. Here he received the following letter firom Lieut.-Col. Symes^ 
who had heen deputed hv Sir David Baird to ascertain the strength 
and condition of the Marquis of Romana's troops. 

IJeut. 'Colonel Symes to Sir David Baird. 
<« SIR, Leon, I4M Dec. I SOS. 

^^ I HAVE the honour to acquaint you that I arrived at 
** Leon yesterday evening ; the difficulty of procuring post-horses 
" greatly retarded my journey. Between Menibibre and Manzanal I 
^' met a brigade of Spanish artillery, viz. two howitzers, and six field- 
" pieces ; they were proceeding to Poiiteferada, for what precise 
" object I could not learn; — possibly to defend the passes of the 
" mountains. 

" At a league North of Astorga, I catne on another brigade of 
*^ Spanish guns, drawn up on a rising ground. These guns had only 
^* three or four meh to guard them, and no regular centinels. I was 
** told that the gunners and cattle were in the neighbouring village, 
" I examined the state of the guns and the ammunition, as closely as 
** I could without giving offence. They appeared very defective j 
" the men said they c;ame from Leon fifteen days ago, and knew not 
*' whither or when they were to proceed. At Orbigo, four leagues 
" from Leon, I found the place occupied by a numerous body of troops ; 
" I was told 4,000 under Major General Don Jeiiars Trigader. 
" There were five regiments ; three of the line — El Rey, Majorca, 
'^ and Hibernia; and two of militia — the Maldonada and another. 
^^ The equipment and appearance of these troops were miserable. 
" I had an opportunity of inspecting the arms of the General's 
" Guard, which were extremely imperfect; the springs and locks 
'^ do not often correspond ; either the main spring was too weak for 
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** the feather-spring, or the feather-spring too weak to produce 
** certain fire from the hammer. I tried sixteen ; of this number 
"only six had bayonets, and these were short and bad. The ammu- 
" nidon pouches were not proof against rain : the clothing of the 
" soldiers was motley, and some were half naked. They were in 
** general stout young men, without order or discipline, but not 
" at all turbulent or ferocious ; and nothing of intoxication was ob- 
" servable. Soon after 1 left Orbigo, I met the regiment of Vittoria 
" on its march from Leon, destined, I was told, for Ponteferada : 
" the men were wretchedly clad and armed. 

" I got to Leon early in the evening, and waited on the Marquis 
" de la Romana ; he had not heard of the capitulation of Madrid ; 
" expressed himself vaguely on the subject of moving; stated his 
"force at 22,000 infantry and 300 cavalry; complained much of 
" the want of officers ; had intended to form his army into five divi- 
^* sions, but could not for want of Officers to put at their head : he, 
" therefore, meant to divide his army into wings; one under General 
^^ Blake, the other under himself; that his force was daily increasing 
" by the return of fugitives. He expressed hopes, that we had 
" light troops to oppose those of the French, who were very expert; 
" and added, that he was training 6,000 of his men to that species 
*^ of warfare. There was to be a general review the next day, at 
" which I expressed a desire of the honour of attending his Ex- 
" cellency. In the morning I waited on the Marquis, and pressed 
" him, as far as I could with propriety, on the subject of joining' 
*' Sir John Moore ; to which he evaded giving any more than general 
*' assurances. He does not think that the force of the Enemy in the 
" North exceeds 10,000 men in all ; and that there is no danger of 
'^ their penetrating into Asturias. He recommends to Sir John 
" Moore, to break down all the bridges between Toro and Aranda -^ 
^^ five in number; that Zamora be fortified and made a dep6t; and 
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" thait magazines be formed at Astoi^ga and Villafiranca ; regretted 
" Jbis want of cavalry; expressed a wish to procore 2,000 English 
*/ Baudtets, and shoes for his army. When I asked him for 100 draft 
" mules for General Baird's array, he replied, it was impo6sible ; he 
** had not one to spare. Whilst we were talking, a courier brought 
!* intelligeuce of the repulse of the French at Madrid. It may be 
^^ true, but seems at present to stand in need of confirmation. 

** 1 attended the review. The troops were drawn up in three 
^^ columns ; each might, perhaps, consist of 2,500 men. The Mar- 
" quis, on horseback, addressed each column' separately; when that 
'* was over, the troops formed into lines ; the right wing was badly 
*-^ armed, and worse clothed ; the left was better, being chiefly pro- 
" vided with English firelocks ; and a corps of 1,000 men in uniform, 
^^ who, I was informed, were light troops, might be called respect- 
^* able« Their ^movements from column into line was very confusedly 
*^ performed, and the Officers were comparatively inferior to the 
*^ aaen ; there was only one brigade of artillery in the field ; and I 
^^ doubt whether there is any more in Leon. The guns were drawn 
by muks. No ammunition-waggons were brought into the field 
" {or inspection. On the whole, from what I have been able to 
observe, since I came here, and from the tenor of my conversations 
with the Marquis, I am disposed to doubt his inclination of moving 
in a forward direction to join Sir John Moore. I suspect he rather 
^^ looks to secure his retreat into Galicia, unless the aspect of affairs 
f < materiaUy alters for the better ; and if he were to join Sir John, I 
** doubt whether his aid would be found essentially useful. My reasons 
*' for these conclusions are as follows :-*— If the Marquis meant to 
** advance, why send his artillery and troops into the rear ? and why, 
"as he is assured of the time when Sir John Moore intends to be 
" at Benavente, decline to fix any precise day to make a movement ? 
^* I do not know what communication he may have made to you 
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** dirough Captain Doyle, or by letter to Sir John Moore, to whom 
^^ he- says, he has written fully ; fant to me he has certainly given no 
^^ cause whatever to sv^ipoae that he will move in concert with your 
<« army, or that of Sir John Moore : I hope I may Ije mistaken. 

^^ My motive for* doubting, whether the aid which he might hring 
'^ would be of any importance, arises from a sense of the inefficient 
^^ state of hb army, and the want of discipline in the men. It is 
" morally impossible that they can stand before a line of French 
" ifli£Einrtr}\ A portion: of, at feast one third of,, the Spanish muskets 
^^ wUl not explode ; and a French so)£er wilt load and fire his piece 
" with precision three time^* before a Spaniard can fire his tmce. 
^' Mea^ however brave, cannot trtand against such odds ; as to charg- 
" ing with the bayooet, if their arms were fit for the purpose, the men, 
" though individually as gallant as possible, have no collective con- 
*^ fidence to carry thj^nab om, nor OfBcers to kad^ them ; they will 
^^ therefuFe disperse, probably on the first fire, and can never be 
** ralUed, until they voluntarily return to their General's standard; 
^^ as in the case of the Mar^pik db la Roraana^s present arnry, ahnost 
f^ wholly composed of fugitives from the battles of the North. A 
" striking instance of this is given by 1^ Marquis himself, who as- 
^^ sured me that the l^>aniacds dad not lose above 1000 men in 
^* their late actions with the French ; a pro(^ not of the weakness 
" of the French, but of the incapacity of the Spaniards to resist 
^^ them. In fact, the French light troops decided the contest ; — the 
*^ Spaniards fled before a desultory fire; — they saved themselves, 
*^ and now claim merit for having escaped. 

" By ai repetid^oo of such flights and^ re-assembling, the Spaniards 
^^ may, in the end, become soldiers, and greatly harass the Enemy ; 
^^ but, as we cannot pursiM Aai mode of i^rarfare, our allies are not 
^* much calculated to be of use to us on the day of battle, when we 
^^ must either conquer or be destroyed 
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^^ Spaniards, which I highly respect, and which, in the end, may 
^^ effect their deliverance ; but they are not now, nor can they for a 
^^ long time be, sufficiently, improved in the art of war, to be coad- 
^^ jutors with us in a general action: we must, therefore, stand or 
^^fall through our ovm means \ for, if we place any reliance on 
^^ Spanish aid for success in the field, we shall, I fear, find ourselves 
" egregiously deceived. 

^' I think the Marquis de la Romana should immediately be called 
^^ upon, to say upon what day he will march, and on what day and at 
'^ what place he will join Sir John Moore. 

^' I have thought it my duty. Sir, thus to enter at length into the 
^^ subject, with a view to prevent hereafter any disappointment on a 
'^ matter of such high importance, 

^^ I have the honour to be, &lc. 

^* Michael Symes, 
" Lieut..CoL" 

This account of the Marquis of Romana's troops, was most dis- 
couraging. It was evident that little reliance could be put on a 
force so imperfectly organized. The following letter from the Mar- 
quis gives no very flattering description of his army, though it was, 
in many points, an exaggeration. 

The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. 
** SIB, Leon^ & 14 Dec. 180S. 

^^ VoYANT les mouvements que 1' Arm^ sous les ordres 
** de V. £. execute en avant, je prens le parti de lui d^pScher mon 
" aide-de-camp Mr. O'Niell avec cette lettre, qui V instruira, et de 
^' la destination de mon Arm^ et de mes desseins. Je me trouve 
^^ avec 20 mille hommes presents sous les armes, que j' ai commence 
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^r k tabiller, et k les mettre en ^t d' agir; mais il s' en faut encore 
« beaucoup que j' aie complete Y ouvrage, et il-y-a encore les deux 
'' tiers au moins qui ont besoin d'6tre habill^s de neuf et en entifere. 

" Presque toute TArm^e se trouve sans havre-sacs, sans gibemes, 
** et sans souliers ; et malgr^ toute Y activity que j'ai mis pour cet 
" effet, je n* ai pu y parvenir k cause du peu de ressources qu' ofire Ic 
*^pays. J' attends d'un jour k F autre tous ces objets; roais 
** r ^loignement ou ils se trouvent de ce point-gi retardent Fex^cution 
^^ de mes ordres, Si les Provinces mettoient un peu plus de z^e, je 
*^ ne doute pas que TArm^ se trouverait dejk en ^tat d'a^r de 
" concert avec celle de V. E. Voici quant h. la situation de mes 
*^ troupes^ je vais k present exposer St V. £• mes desseins. Si je 
** n' avois point d' Ennemis en face, je ne douterois pas un instant de 
** r^unir toutes mes forces avec celle de V. E. et de concerter un at- 
^^ taque ddcisif sur les troupes qui cernent Madrid dans ce moment: 
mais il-y-a un corps d'environ huit k dix miUe hommes d'aprfes les 
meilleurs enseignemens qui s' dtend depids Sahagun jusqu' k 
jdlman%a^ et dont Y objet k ce que je crois est de tenir en ^cfaec 
^^ mon Arm^e, ^galement que d'entretenir les communications avec 
^^ les montagnes de Santanden La position est le long de la petite 
*^ rivifere de Ow, et il occupe les villages de Sahagun^ ou il appuye 
" sa gauche ; Saldana^ ou se frouve son corps principal ; Cea et 
^^ jilmanza^ oii il a ses avants-postes* De ce dernier point il pousse 
ses.reconnoissances jusqu' k Pedrosa k FentHje de Valdeburon^ et 
il pretend g6uer ma gauche. Tant que ce corps sera dans cette 
position, je ne pourrois pas abandonner la mienne, tant parceque 
je ne puis pas laisser k ddcouvert ni abandonner ce pays ou je tire 
beaucoup de subsistances, comme aussi parceque je laisserais libre 
" et degag^e k Y Ennemi Y entree des Asturies, et ,qu' il ne tarderoit 
^* pas a s* emparer aussitdt de ce pays-9i, et k menacer Tentr^ en 
^^ Galice. Je compte dfes que je serois en ^tat de manoeuvrer de pousser 
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'' le coY\}s qui e«t devmit moi; et en m^me temps Sir I>avid Baird 
'• pouproit moutrcr lea t6tes de Colonnes en avaxi^ant: depuis Benavente 
'^ sur la route de Palencia, Ce mouvement coishiisd obligeroit ce corp5% 
'^ eimcmi k se replicr sur Reynosa^ 6u m^me k Burgos ; une £ois degagd 
'* de cette partie^ }e iie trouve pas qu'il fvt d'lfficUe k V^ E. de venir se 
*' joindre k nos corps, tant k celui de Sir David Baird commse ^gale- 
*^ merit au niieri. 

^^ Je voudvois biea avoir un^ entrevue avec V. E. : iwas applaBiroii^ 
'^ bleu de.4 difficult^;, si je pttis V ex^utm* sains faire faute icL^ je me 
'^ rendrois au plwi t6t k TopdesiUas,^ et Je iie inaaquerai pas de vous 
'^ Gu avertir d' avance, 

*^ J'ai r bouneiir d' 6tre, Monsieur le General, 

^^ v6tre trfes humble et d^vou^, Serviteury 

^^ Le Marquis »b la Romabia/* 

While Sir John Moore's whole attention was efigrossed with the 
attack on the French army, which he was meditating, a new mission 
from the Supreme Junta and Mr. Frere overtook him this day at Toro. 

A member of the Jimta, accompanied by Mr. Stuart, presented the 
following dispatch ; 

Don Martin De Garay^ Secretary of the Supre^ne Jiinftiy to His 
Excellency J. Hookham Frere^ 8fc. 8fc. |re. * 

'' Sir, 

" The Marquis de la Romana has informed the. 
*' Supreme Junta, from his Head Quarters in Leon, under date 
'^ the 2nd inst. that eight days ago he was treating with the Englisk 
^* General Sir David Baird, who commands the troops of his nation? 
** at Astorga, to proceed with them and twelve or fourteen thousand 
" picked men of the army under his command, to Zamora, to unite 

* Vide Original in Appendix, W. 
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^^ with the General Sir John Moore, by the rtiad he had pointed out; 
^< in order to make a movement against the Enemy, towards the 
" point that might be thought most convenient. But, when he 
" flattered hims^f that General Baird would agree thereto, he re- 
** phed, that he had positive orders to go by land or sea to unite 
" with Sir John Moore in Portugal. That he had repeated his 
" request to both Generals ; and that xm the preceding day General 
" Baird had definitively answered him, that he was withdrawing 
^^ his artillery to embark it atCorunna, and that he intended to go 
^* with his troops to Portugal, along the coast of Galicia, or by the 
" province of Tras los Montes upon Almeida. Hiat he wrote him, 
*^ in conjunction with General Belande (who had arrived that night 
'** at Leon), acquainting him of the consternation that he would throw 
^^ that country into by his retreat ; the impossibility of the IMarquis's 
" marching alone, without any cavalry, towards Zamora; the evils to 
^* which that province remained exposed, and the risk \\ith which it 
threatened the kingdom of Galicia *. 

*^ The Supreme Junta has learnt with the greatest surprise and 
pain this resolution of the English General ; which, if put in exe- 
cution, would afford great advantages to the French arms, and 
*^ Would bring on the most terrible consequences upon the Spanish 
" arms. The generous and ready succours that England afforded us, 
" and the troops with which she assisted tis, increased the enthusiasm 
^ of the whole country, and strengthened the just hopes that this 
" union would secure the happiest results to the enterprize. For 
" the samie reason, the dismay and consternation that will now arise 
'^ from seeing the British army retreat without acting or uniting, 
" will excite feelings contrary to the good cause, will weaken the 

* Vide page 120, where the Marquis states an opinimi eKlctly the revets^ ttf 
this ; namely, that it appeared to him, that the cause for Sir John Moore's oFdering 
a retreat was well founded, and very just* 
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'^ enthusiasm and ardour which^ hitherto^ confidence in the unifonhitr 
^^ of ideas^ and in the operations of the British army united with our 
'^ troops, has sustained. 

^^ Besides the irreparable injury that we should feel, Portugal 
** would remain exposed to see herself for the second time subjected 
*^ to the French; who would then disconcert, most completely, all 
^^ the plans and measures that would alone save these two kingdoms, 
** allies of England, who by the ultimate result would only have 
" afforded us succours and troops to make us rely on their effective 
^* assistance, and withdraw them in the most critical and interest- 
*^ ing moment. In reality, the Enemy has never been nearer his utter 
^^ ruin (if the English and Spanish armies act with judgment and 
'* energy) than in the moment when, weakened by what his late 
*^ efforts have cost him, we might profit of the advantage of seeing 
** his army divided in covering such an extended line. 

" All these considerations, and the melancholy consequences the 
*^ retreat of the British troops would produce, cannot be hidden from 
" your Excellency's penetration, and that of his Britannic Majesty's 
^* Generals ; but, if the British army were united to ours, it would con- 
*' tribute to give liberty to Spain and Portugal; finish the generous 
^^ work for which the friend of Spain destined them ; immortalise their 
*' name, and render service to all the Continent. 

" Although our troops have experienced reverses, there are no 
*^ grounds for dismay. The state of things rather promises that, 
" by the number pf English and Spanish troops, and by the enthu- 
^^ siasm and confidence their union will produce, advantages will 
^^ occur which must secure us victory. 

*^ The Marquis de la Romana will see Sir John Moore, and join 
" him with fourteen thousand chosen men from his army ; and with 
^* the active and energetic measures the Supreme Junta has directed, 
** in a month it will augment its numbers with thirty thousand con- 
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^^ scripts from the kingdoms of Leon, Galida^ aiid Asturias. His 
" Majesty, as your Excellency knows, has resolved that one of its 
^^ members shall go and confer with Sir John Moore. He is ready 
^' to depart, and will be accompanied, as your Excellency has pro- 
^^ mised, by Mr. Stuart, who will do every thing in his^ power to 
f* contribute to the- object. He also hopea that your Excellency, 
^' impressed with the^e weighty considerations, will endeavour t^ 
" persua4e the General in Chief pf the English troops^ that the 
^^ enthusiasm of the peoiple, their consolation, the liberty of the 
^^ nation^ the security of Portugal, the interests of EngUnd> and 
^^ those of all Europe,, depend on the immediate union; wd whoa 
^^ the plans are concerte^^ to act in the most convenient manner ; for 
^^ otherwise neither tjie object of their coming ^vill bei attaiped^ por 
^^ any advant^e will have resulted, than that of losing the bert 
" opportunity of destroying the eternal Enemy of the repose of the 
^^ Continent, abandoning Spain and Portugal to their fate, in the 
precise, moment in which they stood most in need of tbi^ aasistwce 

of their AUy. 
The Supreme Junta relies on the attachqi^ent ypur £p(ce]len<;y has 
" she^vn them, and on the lively interesrt you ta^e i|i ojir cauae. j ^nd 
'^ thajt you .will eontri^ute with ail yow infli^ejpce a^ representation, 
" that the great enterprize naay not fail. All which I auhrait tp your 
^f JExceUency'§ consideration, by comoiaad of his Majesty.. 

(iSlgned) ' ^* MahtiIj db Qahay; 

** TruxiUo, S DecemMr^ iSdS.'* 

The Junta here, as faeretofora^ assure Sir-Johq Moore of an aug'* 
tn^titing enth^irasm. He. ia f^timiaed to he joined immediately with 
fourteen thousand picked men of the Marquis of Romaaa'a Mp^y> bimI 
m a motidbwith thirty thousand conscripts. It wiU> afisrwaitds 'ap- 
pear how these promises were kept. . . .^ r, i . ^ 

T 
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The following is the letter brought by Mr. Stuart 

Ta Sir John Moore. 

** SIK, Truxillo, Dec. 8, 1808. 

** After the representations which have been made 
to you from other quarters, I can hardly hope that a farther 
remonstrance on my part can produce any effect: when high 
military rank and authority, and the influence of persons whom I 
*^ am: told you honour with your private esteem, have been found 
unavailing. The advantages which Mr. Stuart possesses in this 
respect will, I hope, enable him to urge- you with the warmth of 
regard, what I may be allowed to state with impartiality and 
candour, towards a person with whom I am no otherways ac- 
quainted than by the honour which he has done me by his cor- 
respondence : I mean the immense responsibility with which you 
charge yourself by adopting, upon a supposed military necessity, 
a measure which must be followed by immediate if not final ruin 
to our Ally, and by indelible disgrace to the Country with whose 
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*^ resources you are entrasted. 

*^ I am unwilling to enlarge upon a subject in which my feelings 
•*' must be stifled, or expressed at the risk of offence ; which, with 
*^ such an interest at stak^, I should feel unwilling to excite. But 
** this much I must say, that if the British army had been sent 
^^ abroad for the express purpose of doing the utmost possible mis- 
^^ chief to the Spanish cause, witk the single exception of not firing 
^^ a shot against their troops, they would, according to the measures 
*^ now: announced as about to be pursued, have completely ixdfilled 
** their purpose. 

^< That the defence of Galicia should be abandoned must appear 
♦* incredible. 
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• *^ I inclose a note which I have just received from Mr. Qaiayv 
" Secretary to the Junta, and remain, with great truth and regard/ • 

" Sir, : V 

^* Your obedient humble servant, 

^^ J. H. Frere/' , 

This letter, and this second mission, shew the decided interference 
of Mn Frere in the military operations ; and they prove how deter- 
mined he was that Sir John Moore should be governed by him. 

It must be very superfluous to add a word in justification of Sir John 
Moore's original plan, since it appears, by Berthier's letter, that Buo- 
naparte presumed that his movement would of cour3e induce the 
English to retire on Lisbon. We do not, however, suspect that 
Mr. Frere thinks himself a superior general to Buonaparte ; we only 
perceive that his understanding was completely warped by traitors. 
The stile of the letters, however, do not admit of the same apology ; 
and the whole transaclion displays an extraordinary specimen of 
diplomatic authority. " Had it not been recorded, no one could have 
suspected how Commanders of Armies might be treated by British 
Plenipotentiaries. 

The forbearance of Sir John Moore on receiving these letters is 
very remarkable : he sent no answer till the 23d, which will appear 
in its place. In his Journal there is the following passage. 

" I halted at Toro on the 16th, when Mr. Stuart came to me 
*' from Mr. Frere, accompanied by a Member of the Junta, to re- 
" quest I would connect mjself with the Marquis of Romana. This 
^' I told them I was about to do, and that I had written to the 
** Marquis from Salamanca. 

"I explained to Mr. Stuart Mr. Frere's extraordinary conduct to 

me, and I shewed him his letters, which surprised him. He was 
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^ not much pleased at having been sent upon ^ wisftoa iridi tnly a 
*^ half-confidence/' 

It is mortifying to observe, with how much more propriety and 
judgment the political details are managed by the French, even when 
conducting -Ml «itrocioiis usiupation, than by the English, when en- 
gaged in the justest cause. 

Let Marshal Berthier's letter be compared with Mn Frere's. The 
instructions contained in the former are perspicuous, and the lan- 
guage is concise and polite. And though Marshal Soult only com- 
manded a detached corps, he is left with ample discretionary powers, 
and free from the fetters of diplomatic men. 

But what above all things merits imitation, the best information 
which had been received is sent him, and the state of affairs is 
fsdrly described y neither exaggerating nor disguising the truth. 

It thence appears tha^ the correspondence between public officers 
in France is of an apposite nature from the pompous Bulletins. 
T?he latter are intended to deceive the vulgar, the former to instruct 
their officers. And the French are too wise politicians to suppose 
that successful measures can be founded on false information. 

Sir John Moore * had now resolved to threaten the communica- 
tions between France and Madrid ; and, if a favourable opportunity 
offered, to attack the Duke of Dalmatia's corps, or any of the cover- 
ing divisions that should present themselves. He foresaw that this 
would necessarily draw upon him a large French force, and of course 
would prove an important diversion in favour of the Spaniards ; who 
would by this means have the opportunity of collecting in the South, 
and restoring their affairs. The army was now near the French 
position. The cavalry under Lord Paget were pushed so forward, 
that their patroles reached as far as Valladolid, and had frequent 

♦ V ide Appendix, DD. 
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iBueoessfttl Bkinmshee wkh the. Enemy. Colonel Ottray met a de« 
tachment of French cavahy^ charged them, and made the nvliole 
prisoners. 

On the 18th of December Sir John Moon's Head QnaiiBTS were 
at Castro Nuevo^ and Sir David Baird's at Benavente, <m die road to 
join him. 

Sir John was very desirous c^ obtaining die co«opesatkm cf the 
Marquis of Romana^ who nnhickiiy was beginning to rettve on 
Galicia. This proceeded from the Spanish aad I^iglieth Cowmanders 
being independent, instead oi the one being 'subordinate to the 
other. 

Sir John Moore to. the Marquis de la Homana. 

**SIE, Castro Nuevoy ISthDec. 1808. 

" I HAi> the hcmour to receive, atToro, on the 16th 
inst. your Excellency's letter of the 14th,. delivered to me by your 
Aid-de*camp, Mr. O'NieU. I have deferred to answer it until 
I approached nearer to you, and until I knew what measures you 
*^ might propose to pursue, in consequence of the information I had 
•* directed Sir David Baird to communicate to you. Upon a know- 
^^ ledge that Marshal Soult had a corps so near as Saldana and 
Sahagun, which would soon be joined by another coming from 
France under General Junot, I judged it expedient to make my 
junction with Sir David Baird in this neighbourhood, as speediest 
^* done, rather than at Valladolid. I therefore marched from Ala« 
" gos, on Toro, and yesterday came here ; where I occupy rather 
^^ an extended cantonment My intention -was to march towards 
Saldana and Sahagun, as soon as Sir David Baird's corps was come 
forward ; which I thought would either lead to an action with 
^* the corps under Marshal Soult, or induce him to retire. In either 
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^^ case I expected to disembarrass you frotn a troublesome neigb-^ 
'^ boun In this operation I of course expected the co-operation of 
" such part of your corps, if not the whole, as was fit to move. 

" I received, upon my arrival here yesterday afternoon, a letter 
" from Sir David Baird, inclosing ohe which he had just received 
" from you, dated the 16th ; in which you mention your intention 
" immediately to retreat, by Astorga and Villafranca, into the 
^^. Galicias. I beg to know whether this be still your Excellency's 
" determination, as it is one which must materially affect my move- 
'' ments, I own that I expected that your Excellency would have 
^* left the road through the Galicias to Corunna open for the British 
*' army, as it is that by which we must receive our supplies ; and by 
'^ which, if obliged, we can alone retreat. I expected that your 
" Excellency, with the Spanish troops, would have entered the 
'* Asturias, and have thus protected the left flank of the commu* 
" nication on Corunna. I was the more induced to think that this 
^' would have been your mode of acting, as it is stated in a paper 
^' given, I believe, . by your Excellency to the British Grovernment ; 
^' and by which they were induced to prefer the disembarkation of 
^^' their troops at Corunna, and the assembly of the British army in 
" Leon. 

" As il^was my wish, on coming here, to combine my movements : 
^* with those of the Spanish army under your command, I hope you 
" will have the goodness to communicate to nie your intentions. You 
" know the successes the French have met with, you know the forces 
^' they have in Spain, and you should be able to judge better than 
*^ I can, what chance there is, after the recent defeats, of an army 
^^ being assembled in the South of Spain able to resist, or occupy 
^* the attention of the French, sufficiently to oblige them to withhold 
'* any considerable portion of their army from being sent against us. 
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I have no accounts, from Saragossa; but it is reasonable to 
^* suppose that it cannot hold out long against a regular attack. 

^^ I had forgot to mention to you; that a Member of the Supreme 
^^ Junta waited upon me at Toro, to request in the name of the Junta 
^^ that I should act in concert with your army. The Junta were at 
^* TruxiUo ; but have retired to St. Mary's, near to Cadiz. 

^^ I shall wait anxiously for your Excellency's answer, and have the 
"honour to be, 

« Sir, 

^< Your most obedient, &c. 

" John Moorb*'' 

The General continued his march on ViUe^ndo and Valderos. 
On the 20th December he reached.Majorga; and here he was joined 
by Sir David Baird, with the Guards and General Manningham's 
brigade. 

The British army were now united ; and, independent of some 
small detatchments left to keep up the communications, it amounted 
to 23,000 infantry, and 2000 two or three hundred cavaky. The 
Head Quarters were at Majorga, but the cavalry and ^horse-artillery 
were advanced to Monastero Melgar Abaxo, within three leagues of 
Sahagun ; where it was understood that near JQO of the Enemy's 
cavahry were posted. 

The weather was extremely cold, and the ground covered with 
deep snow ; yet Lord Paget endeavoured to cut off this detachment. 
His Lordship marched at two o'clock in the morning, and sent Gene- 
ral Slade with the 10th hussars along the Cea to enter the Town ; 
while he proceeded towards it in another direction, with the 15th 
dragoons and horse-artiUery. * 

His Lordship approached the town at dawn, and surprised a pi- 
^et : but two or three men escaped, and gave the alarm. He pushed 
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llie two corps manoeuvred for some tuiie^ each endeaTOuiing to gain 
the flank of its opponent. At first the ground was nnfiiyottrable to 
Lord Paget ; particularly from the situation of a hollow. But by 
superior #kiU his Lordship surmounted this difficulty ; passed die hoi- 
low, c<»apl^ely out-manoeuvred the Enemy, and charged them at a 
fkvourabl^ moment ; for ^tm Fi^ndi hairing wheeled into line, very 
injudiciously halted to receive the shock. But this they were un* 
equal to ; they were overthrown in a moment, and dispersed in every 
direction. Many of the French were killed; and the prisoners 
amounted to 157, including two Lieutenant Colonels. The loss of 
the British was trifling. The 15th Regiment of Hussars, about 400 
strong, encountered in this action near 700 French, and ^urpaaded 
them both in skill and intrepidity. 

Sir John reached Sahagun in the morning of the 21st of DdoemH 
ber, and established there his Head Quarters. As the soldiers had 
suffered a great deal from the forced marches (for the weather Was 
severe, the roads were very bad, and covered with snow) he halted a 
day, to enable them to recover. 

The following letter was received this morning from the Marquis 
of Romada. 

The Marquis ofMomana to Sir John Maore^ 

" SIB, Lam, le 19 Decembre, 1808. 

^^ Je m'empreste de r^pondre k la lettre de V. B. de hior, 
^^ dati^ de Castronuevo, en lui exposant que si j'avpis pens4 fitiie une 
*^ fetrafte, ee n'^toit qti'en ibison d^s AoUveUes qUe je reyevois de Sir 
^' David Baird ; autrement ce n'etoit nullement mon intention. J' at 
'^ pko^ iocs avants-postcJs de fa^on k pouvoir me retirer en bon (mire ; 
*^ dt tant que le Corps dtt Marshal Soult ne recevroit pas de renforts 
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^ plus Mmndi^blea, je h' ai rien k risqaer dans ina positiota^ qui' n' est 
^^ . (pie momeiitatide, et uniquemeTit pour r^blir Tarm^e. Je voudrois 
^^ co-op^rer au mouvemeilt que V. E. pense ftiire sur Sahagun ; et je 
^^ n'attetidrois poured^ que le moment de 89ayoir qiiand votre Excel- 
^^ lente^'petis^ le mettre en 4x^cation, pour me mettre en marche. 
*^ Je ferai longer les Montagnes de Leon jusqu^ k Gtuzrdo par un 
^^'txar^ de troupes l^kfes ; tandis que le gros de mes troupes marchera 
^t sur *^inmntMy et de-Ik cototycnt la Riviere de Cea se port^ra sur Sal* 
^^ dana^ ok doit se trouver le Corps du Mar^chal Soult, k moins 
<^ qu'il n' alt dislng^ de position tomme on le dit depuis d^ux jours. 
" Les avis annon9ent qu'ils n' ont laiss^ k Saldana que 1500 hom- 
*^ rsit&j el quails out &it filer les autres vers Quardoy ^n se rapprochant 
f ' des Mentagiifes. On pi^teiid quails ont hGuardo 3 mille hommes, et 
^* quece Goi^is piit liien 4tre augment^ paries d^tachements qui ont 
" quitt^ la LieharuiyOJx, les Montagnes dfe Santander, qui confine 
«i avec iLeo^ *t le* 'A^lm^ie^\ ttti reste il n'y a pas un grand fond k 
^^ lure BUT -les n^porte des P^ysafts, car outre qu'ils ne voyent paS 
f^^ieis^eftenient; ibi soilt- brouill^ ^s^rib leur coiAptes par les marched 
^*^ contintieHes' «t les ccfirtre-iaarclies q^ie lefe Enilemii^ fbnt J'ai 
*^ rhkifnAetir de puSvenir V. E. ^ti'ils ont fait barricftder le Pont et 

Teiiti^ de Sahagun fevec des charriots. 

" Si V. E, a d'autres prqjets en t^te j'espfere qu^elle voudra; bien 
^^ m'en dcmner ^ootinoissance> ' d^ns la persFuasion que je ne desire autre 
*^ ^feose q^6e cdncefter en tout mes operations avec eelles de V. E. et 

Tappuyer de mon mieux dans toutes les entrejMises; Jfe ci'ois qufe 

pour le moment il ne doit pas 6tre question de retraite, mais bien de 
f^ titer, TEnnemi, et V obligeir k s*^oigher de la Capitale. Si V. E. le 
" jngeoit k propos, nous pourrions avoir une entrevue k SenaventCy 
" et peut-6tre il seroit plus facile alors d'^tablir un plan d'opdrations. 
" J' ai eu ce soir des lettres de la Junta dat^e de Merida en Estre- 
" madure le 13, dans lesquelles ils m'anuon9ent que le Peuple tient 
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'^ encore bon k Madrid^ que les Fraofois out ^t^ repouss^ et faattfts 
^' allant k Saragosse, et que les choseA vont tr^ bien en Catalc^e. 
" Je prie V. E. d'agrder Thommage 

'^ de mon sino^re et respectueux attadianent, 

^^ Lb Marqui db la Romaka/' 

. T^e Marquis in this letter expresses his approbation of the present 
measures^ and his willingness to eo-operate in the attack proposed to 
be 'made on Saldana ; but his intelligence is in every point erroneous. 
The last pars^raph, mentioning the information sent 1^ the Junta, is 
most extraordinary. 

Could it be possible, that on the 13th of December the Junta did 
not know that Madrid had completely submitted tea days befiare; 
when they themselves had been chased by the French army firom 
Talavera, which is sixty miles beyond Madrid ? 

It is true that Mr. Frere in his remonstrance of the 23rd of No* 
vember^ reproached the Junta for concealing information from hhn, 
and even for equivocating upon the subject But it is quite incredible, 
that they should intentionally deceive their own General, and through 
him the British Commander. We must therefore suppose that the 
Junta transmitted the best intelligence they had; and must pity^most 
sincerely a country so governed. . 

The following letter from the Duke of Infantada is dated the 13th 
of December, the same day with that from the Junta to the Mai^ift 
of Romana. Let them be compared* 

♦ Vide page 5S. 
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Du Ihic de V Infantado h S. E. J. H. Frere. 

" MONSIEUR, . , Cuengoy ce 13 Decemhre^ 1808. 

^^ j£ me fais un devoir de vous annon9er, comme k 
notre tr^s bon et fidUe Alli^, qu* ayant ^t^ envoy^ k cette arm^ du 
^* Centre pourlAcher d'acc^erer son arriv^ aupr^s de la Capitale, k 
/^ fin de sauver celle^ci^ s' il^tolt possible^ n' ayant pu rdussir dans 
^' men projet, et me disposant'en consequence k me rendre aupr^s de 
** la Junta Supreme, je me suis vft obllg^ par les G^n^raux^ et forc^ 
^^ par les circonstan.ces9 k prendre le commandement de V arm^e, en 
^^ attendant la d^ision de la Junta. C est malhe^jo^usement V esprit 
^* d* insurrection et de m^contentement du soldat qui m' a plac^ au 
poste que j' occupe; et c'est assur^ment une situation bien d^sagr^- 
able que celle d' avoir k corriger des nxaux iuy^t^r^^ et de d^buter 
par des mesures n^essaires pour r^tablir F ordre et la discipline 
^ totalemelat n^gligfe. 

Je ne saurais vous d^peindre V i\zt ou j' ai trouv^ ce corps de 
troupes aiFam^, sans chaussures^ une grande partie sans uniformes, 
manquant de munitions, ayant perdu la plupart de ses bagages; 
^^ r&luit k peu pr^s k 9 mille hommes d* infanterie et deux de cava- 
*^ lerie, et surtout ayant totalement perdu la confiance en ses Chefs. 
J' at crA d'aprfes qela, devoir suivre le plan adopts, par mon pr^d^- 
cesseur, celui de venir dfins ce pays montueux pour y passer le peu 
de jours n^cessaires k retablir un peu F arm^ ; pour me faire rejoindre 
par quelques traineurs, et quelques recrues, donner la chaussure et 
du repos au soldat et aux chevaux, et partir ensuitQ pour de nouvelles 
" op^tions. Mais il seroit bien import?int poijir leur r^ussite qu' elles 
*^ marcnassent d* accord et de concjert avec celles des autres armies, 
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" surtout avec celles de V arm^e Angloise ; et il seroit, par cons^- 
^^ quent, indispensable que nous connussions mutuellement nos pro- 
"jets. Le Colonel Wliittingham se trouve malade dans ce moment- 
** ci, et je d^sirerois d' apr^s celk qu' il me fut envby^ par S, E. le 
" Gr^ndral en Chef Moore un oificier de confiance et connoissances 
" militaires, qui pftt me rendre compte du plan adopts par le 
" G^n^ral pour cette campagne, et lui rendre de ce que nous accor- 
** derions ensemble quant k la part que le corps d' arm^ pourroit 
^' prendre k son execution. Je sersd bien charm^ si le choix pouvoit 
*^ tomber sur le Colonel Graham/ qui j' ai eu Y honneur de connoitre 
" chez M. Stuart. 

Je ne sais, Monsieur, ou cette lettre-ci vous parviendra, car 
j' Ignore encore le lieu ou la Junta s* est d^tenue ou fix^e, et je 
pensd que vous fetes aupr^ d 'elle. Ma lettre n* en sera pas moins 
r organe de ma tr^-sinc^re affection, ainsi que de I'assurance de 
ma plus haute consideration, avec laquelle 

" J' ai r honneur d' 6tre, &c. 

" Le Due PEdL lNrANT4i¥>-^' • 

What folly, deceit, and distress, does this most natural letter 
detect ! Here is a genuin^ description of the Spanish army^ and s^ 
true account , of its numbers. And it is lamentable to.oBserv^^ 
that while the British army, almost by the conimand of the Jun^^ 
is hazarding its existence to make a diversion in favour of .th^ 
Spanish army, the General of the Spanish army knows ^lothing abo^^ 
the matter. What confcert could there be between the various armies 
employed for the defence of Spain, when the Junta, the centre of 
intelligence, kept them all in absolute ignorance of the state of things? 

Had Sir John Moore been so fortunate as to find so candid a cor- 
respondent as the Duke of Infantado, a person who would describe 
things as they were, there is no doubt that the events and conclusion 
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of the. campaign woukL have been very dliFerent . But this moat iiK- 
portant letter, dated Cuenca, Dec, 13; was sent to Seville, and was 
there enclosed in one to the General from Mr. Frere *, dated Dec. 22. 
It oontained the only correct information he had hitherto sent. But 
instead of being carried according to its address, it was conveyed to 
London. The packet was unsealed by Sor Johu Moore's Executora. 

On the 22d of Debember:, while the troc^s were enjoying a short 
repose at Sahagun, and preparing for action^ the following letter 
anived. 

Mr. JB^rere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Merida^ 14 Dec. 1808. [Received 22 Dec. 1808.] 

" I WAS last night honoured by your letter of the 
'' 10th, and was sincerely gratified at learning that, with hopes 
^' infinitely less sanguine than J confess myself to entertain of the 
*^ final success of the Spanish cause, you had determined to make 
" an effort in its favour. A resolution taken with such view:s must 
^' have been in a great measure founded upon feelings similar t9 
" tho^e which you will have seen very strongly expressed in a letter 
of which Mr. Stuart was the bearer ; and of which I wish to say 
notjiing more, than that I feel highly gratified in th^ idea of your 
having partaken them with me, and that, without communication 
" between us, the same sentiments which at that very moment 
*^ were influencing your conduct, were guiding my pen. 

*^. Your letter happened to be delivered, to me while I was with 
'^ the Junta; and, after communicating such parts of its contents 
•' as were most important and gratifying to them, with the reserve 
" which you pointed out, I mentioned Mr. Pignatelli's conduct, 

* It was coastdered iioprppex to pnnt.tbn letter of MnFrere's, ssitwttnat 
receiyed by the General. 
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■^ and was told that it had been already determined to remove him 
" from his command, and that he should be sent before a Court Matdal 
*^ for his conduct at Valladolid; that the same resolution had been 
^^ taken with respect to an Engineer Officer of high rank, whom his 
^^ brother officers had denounced to the Marquis of Romana, for not 
" having appeared in the moment of action. Thatj with respect to 
^^ Avila, the Authorities of that towTi should be displaced, and 
.^^ General Romana directed to treat them. in the manner which their 
^^ conduct has deserved. You know, I presume, that he' is invested 
^^ with the authority of Captsdn General of Leon and Old Castile, 
^^ Gralicia and Asturias ; and I can congratulate you on having to do 
^' with a man whom, upon all subjects of this sort, you will find of 
^* a perfectly right mind, . and determined to keep every man to the 
^^ performance of his duty. 

" The placing the towns which you mention in a state of defence^ 
^* suitable to the means of attack which the Enemy might at present 
^^ be able to direct against them, would, I imagine, fall within the 
^* hmits of his authority ; but I shall state the subject to the Junta, 
^^ and I have no doubt of their approbation of any measure which 
^^ you suggest. The one of giving a temporary species of defence 
to the open towns has, I think, great advantages in a country like 
this, which is not over-run with luxury and timidity, and where, a 
kind of provincial pride exists, not only in every province, bu,jt 
almost in every town. The people would be amused and animate^ 
not only against the Enemy, but in rivalry udth each other; 
the Enemy would be obliged to overcome, at the price of his bU)od, 
obstacles which had been opposed to him by mere labour ; and^|i 
" thousand barriers would be interposed against that deluge of panic 
^* which sometimes overwhelms a whole nation, and of which, at 
'^ one time, I was afraid 1 saw the beginning in this country. ' ♦ 
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With respect to. what you mention of directing the public mind 

by proclamations, and other means of popular impression. Marquis 
" Romanais, with very few exceptions indeed, the man whom I have 
^^ Men most capable of judging rightly. I send inclosed an ordon-^ 
f^ nance which has been publbhed in Aragon, and which has not 
^^ yet appeared in the papers. I will thank you to forward it to 
^^ Marquis Rximana^ if it is mot printed. In the mean while, you 
^^ will be glad to hear thfett it is much approved of by the Junta ; and 
'^ that they are well persuaded that it is only in this way that things 
f ^ can be done. They are almost all of ihem men of mild tempers and 
f ^ good humour, such as it.is natural to expect in men who have been 
^' the ol^ect of a popular choice, and it will cost them some struggle 
^^ to get the better of their natural dispositions, unless (which I think 
f^ most likely) they put the thing out of their own hands, by erecting 
" a special tribunal for Military offences. 

^^ The extinction of the popular enthusiasm in this country, and the 
'* means whieh exist for reviving.it, would lead to a very long discus* 
f^. sion« I.would^only say, that if I am at all right in my judgment 
^^ of the. cause of the evil, it is already removed by the act of the 
-'f. Jimla; and I trust that its effect will not long survive.. 

*^ I have been pei^uaded to write to the Commander in Chief i« 
^^ Portugal, to reinforce the army under your command with all the 
^^ troops he can spare ; and, have already transmitted home a repre-^ 
" seqtatioA to that effe<^ The Portuguese who have been offejDed by 
*' the Regency,,! apprehend, you would hardly wish for; I have 
'* thtisfore. suggested their being sent to Badajos or Alcantara. 

'^ No official report has' yet been received of the ca^tulation of 
>^ Madrid, nor iait by any means certain^, that any formal stipulation 
''existed; Nothing has been heard from Morla, Castellar, ^nd 
>? .Caate)firanc0;.Mtf)c is it known where they are. An order has been 
" drawn up and is to be published, prohibiting all persons concerned 
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^ in the capitalation^ or holding flny comtmmd in ihe tonn at that 

* time^ from approaching the residence of the Junta. 
'^/The army of Aragon had repubed an attach on the 2nd.' Pala- 

^ fox's official report of the unfortunate action of Tudela repmsents it 
^ as an exceedingly bloody one ; and that the French confess to a* loss 
^ of 4000 men. All the reports from Madrid repi^esent the feree of 
^ the French as much reduced. I have heard no ^stiinatq labove 
^ 26^000 men. All these estimates are vague '; bu^ offieersiwho 'urere 
' witnesses to the attack, are confirmed in the opinion of^the irecik- 
' ness of the Enemy, by what they observ^ iE>f his appedurarice md 
' mode of approach. The Catalans appear to be entin&ly at tiiieir ease, 
^ following up the blockade of Barcelona. Whenever k falk^ it will 

* set loose a considerable reinforcement ; Mr. Jovellanolb made out to 
' me a regular detail of 25,000, besides peasantry and irfegulars, 
^ who are employed there, 

*^ The Junta are on their way to Seville, a situation on many ac- 
^ counts preferable, in my opinion, to any other they oould have 
' chosen ; unless circumstances could have allowed tbttiA to have 
^ stopt at Toledo. I shall follow them from hence to-morrow. 

'^ This province is raising horses and men with greiit zeal^ and aend- 

* ing them forward to defend ihe passes of the Tagus ; particelaffiy to 
^ Almanaz. The Junta have been recefred with general respect by 

* the people, and with great deference by the inferior Juntas^ 

^^ I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, Sir, 
^* Your most obedient humble servarrt, 

. '*J. RFteaiL'*^ 
The exertions of the Supreme Junta and «f Mr. Freiie are sin^krly 
displayed by this letter. After the armies of Spain am beatem, and 
the capital is taken, Mr. Frere informs Sir John Moore, that he in^ 
tends to state to the Junta a proposal for placing a few towns inaitate 
of defence. 
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A» this: plan was suggested by Sir John Moore in his letter of tho 
10th of December, it was not requisite to make any great efiort to 
oontince him of its utility* But Mr. Freve is fired by the idea; he 
diB]^yi the expected advasiteges in a fine flow of elocution ; and at 
ki^th lisM in his dietionf to th* subliane metaphor of interposing a 
thoussffid barriers agaikist a deluge of panic. 

Ifheso phfases weM an inadequate substitute for dearfli of iati6lli^ 
gence ; for Mr. Frere does* not yet deciaie, whether Madrid haa 
suhmitt^ or not: his escpvciBsicns at<e still vagiw; he writes, there 
is no ^^ official report ol the capitulation.^ 

Did Mr. Frere expect that Moria or Buonaparte would report to* 
the Jimta? And does he acquire no intelligenee but by official re- 
ports^ Mn T^re was oertaiidy not a person to be depended upon 
for information ; for this letter^ which only hints daifcly at the ca* 
pitulation of Madrid^ reached the General on the 22nd of De- 
cember ; whereas an ex^ilictt account of the surrender of Madrid 
had been conveyed to Paris, and thence to London, and was printed 
in the Engfish newspapers three days sooner *• 

But' it would be d«iii^ injustice to Mr« Frere to assert that his let- 
ter gives no inteffig^ae; sitce he informi Sir John Moote that-llie' 
force o£ the Frandi is nrodi reduced ; and that no estimate he has 
heard of their numbers, at MaAid exceeds 26,000 men : he conae* 
quenily is desirous that- the Genesal should rely upon this intelli* 
gence ; yet he owns> that tiie Junta are on th^ way to S6yiUe~a* 
measure which he very much ajquwes jof. 

What ! aliter a]l the boasted enthu»asm of the Spanish nation, does 
Mr- Frere approve of the Supreme Junta flying to the extremity of ► 
the Peninsuki from the dread of 26,000 Frenchmen ? If there had • 
been no greaieriiumber the Junta need: have taken no alarm , though* 

* Vide Appendix, U. 
X 
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not a Spaniard had beeii in arms : for 25,000 Britbh were now ad- 
vancing into the heart of Spain. 

• Buonaparte's intelligence is somewhat different He declares, in 
his 20th hulletiri, that he reviewed his army on the 18th of Decern^ 
ber at Madrid, which consisted of 60,000 men, with 150 pieces of 
artillery : and this was independent of two large corps under the 
Dukes of Bellune and Dantzic, at Toledo and Talavera ; and others 
in the neighbourhood. The account of the review, we believe, was no 
exaggeration. It was confirmed by the prisoners who were afterwatds 
taken by the British ; and the terror inspired by such a force forms 
a sufficient excuse for the retreat of the Junta. 

On the same day the General received another letter! from Mr. 
Frere ; which was written only two days later, yet of a totally 
different tenor. 

Mr. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

*' SIR, LasSantoSj Dec. 16, 1808. 

" There was a part of the letter with which you 
'^ honoured me on the 10th, td' which I hope I shall now be able to 
^^ send a satisfactory answer. The subject of the ships in Cadiz had 
*^ not escaped me ; but I thought it so very dangerous to suggest io 
^' the Junta any idea except that of living and dyiiig on Spanish 
'^ ground, that I avoided the mention. of any subject that could seem 
^^ to imply that I entertain any other prospects. The measure of 
'^ confining the French prisoners oh*board of them, seems to offfer an 
'^ opportxinity for making arrangements iwhich, witliout damping the 
" spirit of the country, may provide a 'resource in case of the worst.. 
^^ This measure has been taken by the Junta of Seville, whose eoa^f 
'' was so conspicuous in the course of the last summer. They have, 
** as I judge from their proclamation, determined to assert themselves 
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" very vigorously j for they have reaasumed their old title, and directed. 
^^ the Commander of Cadiz to correspond with them directly, as tbey. 
^^ do not know what is become of the Central Junta. ^ I hope J shall 
^' succeed in keeping the peace between them. 
** I have the honour to be, &c. 

" J. H. Frere/' 

This letter should be read with particular attention, as the hints it 
contains are very extraordinary. 

Mr. Frere here acknowledges the reasons that he would not notice . 
sooner the subject of the Fleet of Cadiz, to the Junta. He thought it 
dangerous to suggest '* any idea except that of living and dying on 
Spanish ground;'* and he avoided the mentioning any thing that would 
seem to imply that he entertained other prospects. It thus appears, 
that Mr. Frere did, in fact, think of the ships of Cadiz, and that he 
did entertain prospects different from those he depicted to the Junta, 
but that he disguised his thoughts from policy. 

The wisdom of these concealments to an ally is a diplomatic ques-, 
tion. But it was not from the Junta alone that Mr. Frere hid the 
melancholy forebodings in his. mind ; he also kept them a profound 
secret from the Commander of the British Forces ; and, not contented 
with a bare concealment, in every former letter he drew a flattering 
picture of the Spanish affairs. Let the letter even of the 14th of 
December be again examined: he there states — that the cause of, 
the extinction of enthusiasm is now removed — - that no official aC-, , 
count of the capitulation of Madrid has yet been received — that,, 
the army of Aragon has repulse^ the French — that the force of 
the French is much reduced, only 26,000 being at Madrid — that 
the Catalans are at their ease, and Barcelona about to fall. This is 
an abstract pf the agreeable description wTitten on the l^th; apd 
on the 16th, "no new event having occurred, Mr. Frere is making 
arrangements for the worst I 
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With regard to the British Army, the discovery of Mr. Frere's real 
sentiments comes too late. It is now on the bank^ of the CiiafAon 
dose to the portion of the French. 

The Commander wrote early in the morning to die Marquis. 

Sii: John Moore to the Marquis de la Ramana. 

*' SIR, Sahagufij 22 Dec. 1808. 

^^ I HAD the honour to reteive your Excellency's letter of 
•* the 19th yesterday morning early, as I was getting upon my hoFse 
*^ to march with the troops to this place, where I arrived in the fore- 
" noon. Six or seven hundred French cavalry were staticmed at thi* 
'^ place ; a part of my cavalry marched ihe preceding night, attacked 
*^ and defeated them at day -light yesterday morning, killed a good 
^' many, and took two Lieutenant-Colonels, eleven officers, and 144 
*^ men prisonei^s. 

^^ The hody of the French under Marshal Soult is stiU at Saldana. 
^^ I shall marchin that direction to-morrow, and shall attack them the 
^^ moment I can. If your Excellency can make any movement in 
^^ ^{avour of this .attack, or to take advantage of any^ success I may. 
'f meet with, I take for granted.you willdo it. But time to me is the . 
mpst precious of all things ; and I cannot delay my movement 
With respect to the information .sent to you by the Junta, you 
'^ may depend upon it, it is erroneous*. Madrid is quiet ; Buonaparte's 
*^ prof^lamations are dated from it ; and.nothing but the greatest exer- 
'^ tion on the part of Spain^ and all good Spaniards, will preserve 
'* them from conquest. 

*^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.*'^ 

The following letter arrived on the evening of the 22nd« 
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The Marquis ofRommm to Sir John, Moore. 

*' SIR, Leatty 21 Decemhre^ 180«. 

^^ J' ai en rhonheor de vous ^rire le 19 en i^ponse k IsL 
^* lettre que V. E. m'avoit remis par mon aid6-de*camp Mr. CyNi^ll, 
^^ et il' ayant jpas eu d'avis depuis, je dois lui ekposer qtie pbuf faire 
^^ Tattaque de Saldana comme il pstroit que e'est V intention de V. £^ 
**'je desirerois de coop^rer de mon c6t^, afin que la rdussite soit com- 
** plette. L'Ennemi en rassemblant toutes les forces qu'il a diss^- 
*^ min^s sur tous les poitits de ces environs, aura ti>\it aiu plus, d* a- 
" prfes les meiUeurs renseignemeiits que j*ai pris, environ 8 k 9 mille' 
" homines dHn^nterie, et mille chevaux, avec 8 k 10 pieces d'artillerie; 
*^ il seroit tres important d'envelopper ce corps, et le d^truire, avant 
" qu'il puisse faire sa jonction avec quelqu' atrtre corps que Napoleon 
p(it lui envoyer de renfort. Si V. E. se d^tennine k cette entre- 
prise, je ferai un mouvement avec 9 k 10 mille hommes, qui est 
tout ce queje pourrois rassembler de mieux habill^ et arm^s ; tout 
^^ le reste se trouvant presque nud et nial eqiiip^. 

'^ Si V. E. me donne une r^ponse pronipte, je sortirai demain ; mais 
j' ai r hontteUr de lui faire observer, que le coup donn^, il £%udra 
rentrer dans mes quartiers dTiiver, £aute d* habillement et foumi- 
tures pour les troupes. Cependant nous laisserdns a parler de cela k 
notre entrevue, comme ^alement k cottcerter le plan d'operatibns k 
suivre. Je suis persuade que 1' Ennemi n'est pas en force, et que 
^' tous les d^sastres dont nous sommes temoins n' ont eu lieu que faute 
^ de combinaisons dans les operations de nos armies. Par un Officier 
^^ d' Ingenieurs que m' a remis la Junta de Zamora^ pour avoir 
^ trouv^ sa conduite un peu suspecte ; j'ai ^t^ inform^ que Tarm^ de 
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^^ Palafox n^a recu aucuu echec comme les Ennemis le publioient^ mais 
*^ qu'il a ^t^ oblig^ de se replier sur Saragosse, k cause que rairn^e 
" de Castanos avoit quitt^ la position de Logrono, qu'il n'avoit jamais 
** dik abandonner : il donne des details trfes circonstanci^ de Y arm^e 
** Francoise sur Madrid, de TEmpereur, de la Division de Junot, et 
** enfin des nouvelles que je crois trfes n^cessaire que V. E. en aye 
^' connoissance, et d'apr^s lesquelles il me semble que nous devons 
'* absolument avoir une entrevue. 

^^ J'ai r honneur de renouveller a V. E. I'hommage de mon sincere 
" et respectueux attachement, 

^^ Lb M" de la Romana/' 

Complete concert was thus established between the British and one 
Spanish army. The number of the Spaniai*ds which could be brought 
fonvard, was less than the half of what had been originally stated;' 
and the assistance that could be expected from these troops may be 
judged of from the report of Oolonel Symes, who continued with the 
Marquis. In a letter from him dated Leon, December 22nd, he 
says, " The troops here, although they cannot be relied on to influ-* 
*^ ence materially the result of a general action, yet maty be brought 
** into use as auxiliaries^ to engage the attention of a part of the* 
" Enemy's force ; and, in the event of the Enemy being broken, may 
^^ prove an active instrument to complete his destruction. When I * 
^' say this much, I say all that can possibly be expected from them, 
^' under the present appearance/' 

Early in the morning of the 23rd Sir John sent off the following 
letter to the Marquis of Romana, signifying the movement he wished 
him to make. 
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Sir John Moore to the Marquis qfBomana. 

' ^ ^' SIR, Sahagun^ 23 December 9 iS08^ 

" I HAD the honour to write to you yesterday ; and thia 
y morning I received your Excellency's letter of the 21st. I shall 
*' march this night to Carrion, where, I have reason to helieve, 
^^ some of the Enemy are collected. To-morrow I shall march' on 
^^ Saldana. If your Excellency would march from Mansilla, either 
" dii^ct on Saldana, or pass the river a little above it, whilst I mardlt 
" on from Carrion, I think it would distract the attention of the 
" Enemy,^ and considerably aid my attack. My march from Carrion 
^* will probably be in the night. Any information of your movement 
[^ I shall thank you to address to me at Carrion, where I shall be at 
^< day-light to-morrow. I enclose a letter and a printed paper, sent 
" to me by Mr. Frere, and which I received yesterday. 
" I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

" John Moobe." 

Every arrangement was no\^ c<Mnpleted for the attack of the 
Enemy. The British were collected between Sahagun, Gmhal, 
and Villada, consisting of twenty ^ve thousand four hundred men. 

The Duke of Dalmatia, after the defeat of his cavalry at Sahagun, 
had withdrawn a detachment from Guarda, and concentrated his troops 
to the amount of eighteen thousand behind the river Carrion. Seven 
thousand were posted at Saldana, and five thousand at the town of 
Carrion ; and detachments were placed to guard the fords and bridges. 
It was also known that the head columns of Junot's corps (the 8th} 
were between Vittoria and Burgos. 

Before this period, Sir John Moore had been able to establish 
many excellent channels of intelligence, upon which he could, ia 
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tsome measure^ depend. Expresses were continually arriving with 
reports of every important circumstance. 

He now answered Mr. Frere's last letters, and communicated to 
him his plan ; and it appears, from this letter, how just a view the 
General had of his situation^ 

Sir John Moore to Mr. Frere. 

^^ SIR, Sahafiun^ azd^ec. 1S08. 

^' I HAD the honour to receive yesterday your letters^^of 
^^ the 14th and 16th, with incloaurea, which shall be forwarded by the 

first opportunity. 

'^ As you acj^nowledge only the receipt of my letter to you of the 

10th instant, I send ypxi a duplicate of two letters which I addressed 
^' to you on the 6th, and whiph I sent by a messenger who, perhaps^ 
^' was intercepted. 

^^ With respect to your letter, delivered to n^e at Toro by Mr. 
'^ Stuart, I shall not ren^urk upon it. It is in the style of the two 
^' which were brought to me by Colonel Charmilly, and, consequently, 

was answered by my letters of the 6th, of which I send you a du« 

plicate : that subject is, I hope, at rest. 

^^ £ am in communication with the Marquis de la Romana. I 
^^ march this night to Carrion, and the next day to Saldana^ to at« 
^^ tack the corps under Marshal Soultf. 
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^^ Buonaparte is dating his proclamations from Madrid ; and as to 
'• thd British army, if it lyere in a neutral, or Enemy's country, it 

t Some remarks on the Spanish co-operation are omitted. 
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^* could not be more completely left to itself. If the Spaniards are 
^^ enthusiasts, or much interested in this cause, their conduct is the 
most extraordinary that ever was exhibited. 

The movement I am making is of the most dangerous kind. I 
" not only risk to be surrounded every moment by superior forces, 
" but to have my communication intercepted with the Gralicias. I 
^^ >vish it to be apparent to the whole world, as it is to every indivi- 
" dual of the army, that we have done every thing in our power in 
^^ support of the Spanish cause ; and that we do not abandon it, until 
*' long after the Spaniards had abandoned us. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Mooee/' 

The army were now in complete preparation ; the disposition for 
an attack was made, and the Generals had receivied their iostructions. 
But, in the course of this day, messenger after m^sepger brought 
unpleasant reports. 

Certain information was received, that a str6ng reinforcement had 
arrived at Carrion from Palentia ; and that a large quantity of provi<* 
uons and forage were preparing in the villages in front of that town. 

A Courier nract arrived from Los Santos^ bringii^ information 
that die French corps, which was mardfiipg to the Soirth,. had been 
halted at Talavera : aiid several other messengera arrived, bringiog 
reports that the Enemy were advancing from Madrid. 

Towards the evening an express arrived from the Marquis of 
Romana. 
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JDu Marquis de la Romana h son Excellence Sir J. Moore, K. B. 

^^ SIR, ^^Leon, 22 Decemhre^ 1808. 

" Un Confident que j*ai sur la riviere Duero me donne 
/^ avis sous date de 18 courant, qu'on lui a assur^ que les Ennemis 
*' qui se trouvoient a rEscurial ont fait un mouvement vers ce c6td-cL 
U m' syoutoit que si la personne qui lui donnoit cet avis n' arrivoit 
pas ce jour m6me, il alloit lui de sa personne se transporter k Villa- 
castin (douze lieues ^oign^ de Madrid) pour £tre en observation 
'^ des deux chemins, celui qui passe par Zamora, et Fautre qui va par 
** Segovie, 

*' Je m'empresse k donner cet avis k V. E. pour les mesures qu' elle 
*^ jugera convenables k prendre. 

" J'ai rhonneur, &c. 

^^ Le Mabquis de la Romana/' 

Sir John> Moore saw at once the import of the various intelUgence 
he had received. He perceived that his movement and deagu were 
discovered by Buonaparte^ who was now marching a superior fierce 
against him. This .was what he had all along expected, and was 
prepared for. 

The forward march of the. troops was instantly countermanded. 

Soon after a second note arrived from the Marquis. 
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Du Marquis de laBomanad son Ewcellence Sir J. MoorCy K. B. 

MansiUa 23 Dectmhre 
^' SIB, ^ irois heures du soir, 

" J'ai rhonneur de vous annoncer mon arrivfe id avec les troupes 
que je compte employer dans le mouvement auxiliaire. Je n'ai pu 
" tirer q'environ sept milles hommes d'infanterie, 120 chevaux, et 
^^ huit pieces d'artiUerie. Les troupes sont cantonn^ dans une cir« 
^^ conf(^rence k une lieue et quart de cette viUe en avant vers 
'^ Saldanha, except^ un corps que j'ai envoy^ k trois lieucs d^lcl k uii 
" village nomm^ VUlarmimio ^oign^ trois petites lieues de Cea. 
'* J'attends vos rapports pour me mcttre en mouvement, que je ne 
^^ ferai q'apr^s que V. £• m'aura cominuniqu^ ses plans et ses inten- 
" tions. Je desirerais avoir une r^ponse positive pour expe^er les 
^^ ordres de bonne heure au corps. 

" J'ai r honneur, &c. 

" Le Marquis de la Romana/' 
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An answer was instantly sent badu 
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Sir John Moore to the Marquis ofRomana. 

^^ SIB, Sahaguriy 25d Dec. 1S08. 

^^ I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter 
^^ of the 22d this afternoon, and have to thank you for the informa- 
^^ tion which it contains ; the probabiliiy of its truth is confirmed to 
^^ me, by information which reached me this mormng, that a consi- 
^^ derable quantity of provisions and forage had been ordered to be 
'^ prepared in the villages on this side of Palencia. I also' know that 
^^ the intended march of a corps of the French to Badajos has been 
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^* stopped, when its advanced guard had reached Talavera de la 
^^ Reina. 

** Your Excellency knows my object in marching in this direction^ 
** was to endeavour to free you from a troublesome neighbour, and to 
" strike a blow at a corps of the Enemy, whilst it was still imagined 
" that the British troop had retreated into Portugal. I was aware 
" of th^ risk I ran, if I should be discovered, and the Enemy push on 
** a corps between me and my communication. 

^* My movenjent has, in some degree, answered its object, as it 
" has drawn the Enemy from other projects, and will give the South 
^* more time to prepare. With such a force as mine, I can pretend 
" to do no more. It would only be losing this army to Spain and to 
" England, to persevere in ray march on Soult; who, if posted strongly, 
" might wait, or, if not, would retire and draw me on until the corps 
" from Madrid got behind me : in short, single-handed, I cannot 
*^ pretend to contend with the superior numbers the French can, 
^^ bring against me. 

" I received your Excellency's letter at six, and the troops were to 
" have marched from this to Carrion at eight this evening. I coun- 
'^ termanded them, and shall take immediate measures for retiring 
'^ on Astorga. There I shall stand; as my retreat thence, if neces- 
" sary, will be secure. I shall be in the way to receive the supplies 
'^ and the reinforcements which I expect from England. At the 
"worst, I can maintain myself, and, with your Excellency's aid, 
" defeiKl the Galicias, and give time for the fonnatioa of the armies 
" of th^Sooith^ and that which you eoaBUBand to be prepared, when 
" a joint effort niay be made, which caii abme be efficacious. It is* 
" playing the Enemy's g£(me to dfaw him to attack our axrhies-in 
" rotation. • 

^^ I hope this, plan will mee^ your appsi^bation ; yeiu may rest 
<^ assured that I shall n^t retreiit a -foot beyond what is necessary 
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^^ to secure my sup^dles from being intercepted ; and that I desire 
^^ nothing more than to meet the Enemy upon any thing like equal 
** terms. 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Mooeb/' 

" P. S. I had finished my letter, and was writing one to Colonel 
^^ Symes, both of which I meant to dispatch to your Excellency in 
" the morning; when I received your letter from Mansilla of this 
'' date, 

" Your Excellency will see, that in consequence of the information 
** contained in your letter of yesterday, I have countermanded my 
" march to Carrion. I am sensible of the zeal and activity your 
" Excellency has dbplayed, in thus hastening to co-operate with me ; 
'* but, for the reasons contained in the former part of this letter^ I 
^^ believe the attempt no longer advisable. It will, however, be of 
** use, and will blind the Enemy, should you continue with your 
^^ corps a few days at Mansilla. 

*^ You wiD, of course, not mention my intentions of falling back.' 
^^ K 1 am followed, I shall stop and offer battle ; and though you 
** should be at a distance, yet the knowledge that you are >vithin 
^ reach will distract his attention, and act as a diversion. 

^' I shall be happy to hear again from you what are your intentions. 
^' I shall, I think, fell back on Benavente. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c.' /^ 

^^ John Moore." 

It is now requisite to point out the plan which was adopted by 
Buonaparte. The particulars were disclosed by his movement^ but 
expict information haa also been obtained through Major Napier of 
the 50th regiment This Oflficer al the battle of Corunna was stabbed 
in the body by a bayonet, and wounded in the head by a sword, yet 
he defended his life till quarter was promised him. When a prisoner 
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he'Avas treated most handsomely by the Duke of Dalmatia. He dmed 
with Marshal Ney frequently, who as well as General La Borde, the 
Chief of TEtat Major, and other Officers of rank, frankly told him 
the design and sentiments of the Emperor. When Buonaparte re- 
ceived intelligence that the British were moving to the Duero, he 
said, '^^ Moore is the only General now fit to contend with me; I 
^^ shall advance against him in person/' 

Orders were then sent to the Duke of Dalmatia to give way, if at- 
tacked, and to decoy the British to Burgos, or as fiu* Eastward as 
possible; and at the same time to push on u corps towards Leon, 
on their left flank. And should they attempt to retreat, he was 
ordered to impede this by every means in his power. The corps on 
the road to Badajos was stopt, and ordered to proceed towards Sala- 
manca ;. while he himself moved rapidly with all the disposable force 
at Madrid, and the Escurial, directly to Benavente. Neither Buona- 
parte nor any of his Generals had the least doubt of surrounding the 
British with between 60 and 70,000 men before they could reach 
Galicia. 

. Sir John Moore, as appears both by Ins letters and his condi)^; saw 
ckarly the whole of this plan : he had prepared for tlie danger ; cal- 
culated the time ; and has acquired the glory of being the first General 
who has frustrated Buonaparte. 

After having fully concerted the scheme of his retreat^ he wrote 
again to the Marquis. 

JSir John Moore to the Marquis ofRomana. 



M»> Sahagun, Dec. 24th, 180S, 

" My information this morning states that the French 
" have received reinforcements. I shall begin my retreat to-morrow 
*^ morning vnth a part of the infantry; therestwill follow with the 
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Cavalry the day after. It is of great importance to me^ that you 
^^ should keep a strong corps at Mansilla, to defend the bridge there, 
^^ whilst I march in two divisions on Valencia and Benavente. The 
corps whidi passes at Valencia will remain on the opposite side to 
guard the Ferry, until the corps which marches on Benavente has 
passed the bridge at that place. Sir David Baird commands the 
division which goes to Valencia : I shall march with the other to ^ 
'^ Benavente. My hopes are to cross the river Eslar before I am in- 
'< terrupted : when once across, my communications with the Galicias 
^^ wiU he secure ; and, if pressed then, I shall have no objection to 
** try an action. 

^^ I have thought it right to make this communication to your Ex- . 
cellency. You will, I suppose, think it right when I am passed, 
to order the boats upon the river to be destroyed. I have only to ^ 
repeat my request, that Astorga and its. neighbourhood may be 
^' left for the British troops, together with the passage into the GUU-- , 
^^ cias ; and not occupied by those under your Excellency's command. 
f^ You wiU find no inclination in me to abandon the Spanish cause ; 
^* but, on the contrary, every desire to co-operate with you for the 
" generalgood " 

^^ I have the honour to be, &c. . *' 

^^ John Mqosb^'' 
On the 24th of December Sir John Moore was silently, but jbumly 
occupied in preparii^ to retire ; which, in the presence of an enemy, 
is the most difficult of all military operations. But, to judge of it on 
this occasion, the Map of Spain witti the relative positions of th^ 
French army, should be examined. 

The Duke of Dalmatia received strong reinforcements from the 
22nd to the 24th ; so that his army alone was much superior to the . 
British. It was .posted behind the river Carrion, between Carrion 
and Saldana. 
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The Duke of Abrantes httd advanced from Biugos to Palentia^ and 
threatened the ri^t flank of the British. 

Buonaparte pushed on the corps at the Escurial, and matched frpm 
Madrid on the 18th. in person^ with an army consisting of 32,000 in- 
;fiantry and 8000 cavaLry. The advaoced<-guajpd of &is cavaby paned 
through Tcnrdesillas on the 24th ; the same day the van of the British 
left Sahagun j and both moved to the same point -^-Benavente. 

There was another corps on the road to Badsyos commanded by 
the Duke of Dantaic : this had advanced to Talavera de la Reina ; 
md had pushed on as far as Arzo-Bispo^ in pursuit of the Spanish 
General Galuzo. This was likewise counter-marched, and was di- 
rected towards Salamanca. Even the division mider the Duke of 
Trevise, which was piocaeding toSaragossa> was stopt :. and thelong, 
meditated vengeance against that heroic city w^ deferred. 

In fine^ the whole disposable force of the French army^ forming an 
irregular crescent^ was marching in radii with rapid steps to envircm 
the British* To accomplish this &vourite object^ Buonaparte stopt 
fab victoriouB career to the South, whexe there was nothing capable 
of resisting him. Jisbon and Cadiz would have yielded as easyiy as 
Madrid* ; and those must be sanguine indeed, who can believe that 
any further resistance would have been made by Spain. 

* In confirmation of this, the following is an extract of a letter from a person 
in the confidence of Government, to Sir John Moore. 

" SeoiUe, Jan. lOth, 1809/ 
** AtTHOUGH the Junta are daily pushed to indace them to give orders for 
" the advance of every thing South of Madrid towards the Capital^ I do not'ob- 
'^ serve that this measure appears hitherto to have taken up die attention of the 
** Enemy, who are steadily determined to attend to no other object until he shall 
" have measured his strength with your army : which is now certainly the only hope 
" of this country. For it is merely the time and breath they gain during this effort 
<« of Buonaparte which will enable them to bring together a force fit to c<mtinue 
<« the contest.'* 
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^7^&boUmeMnre»9' adopted by Sir John Mobre^ arpeoted 'tfie 
immediate 8ub|iigation of thia countiy. It remains to be seen how he 
extricated his army from its perilous situation* 

The inteUigence he had got was sufficiently founded to induce him 
to retire ; but he had not yet learned the whole atnidunt pf the force 
that was marching against him^ and was resolved not to be alarmed 
iixto a £yse step^ ncH* retreat one step farther than was absolutely 
necessary. He wished to defend the Gralicias, if possible. 

His first object was to' pass the river Bslar without interruption. 
There are three routes across this river : the first is by M ansiUa^ where 
there is a good bridge ; the second is by Valencia where there waa 
only a ferry ; and the third is by Castro Gonsalo, where there b also a 
bridge ; this last road leads to Benavente. It was impossible to go 
by Mansilla, as the Marquis of Romana's tropps were theie^ and 
the country was completely exhausted by them. There were great 
objections to the whole army attempting the passage by the ferry at 
Valencia ; for the mtelligence received was, that the river was rapifUy 
increaiung, so. that the ford would probably be too deep, and the 
boats were few. These circumstances would render the passage of 
the whole army very tedious at this point. And besides, an adequate 
supply of food could not be found ; nor could covering, which was 
necessary at this season, be had for the whole army on one route. 

It was, however, quite requisite to secure Valencia to stop the 
Enemy. <Sir David Baird was, therefore, directed to .take that route ; 
and it was resolved that the rest of the army should proceed by Castro 
iGronsalo. "i 

By this division ^f the army also the magazines and stores, whicH 
were deposited at Benavente and Zamora, were effectually covered. ' 
The road by Leon- was necessarily left to the troops of the Mar* 
quis of Romana : who, in consequence of the request of Sir John 
Moore to defend the passage of the river, left three thousand men 
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there^ and four pieces of cannon, and then retreated to Leon. He 
wrote a few lines to express a wish for a conference with Sir John 
Moore ; to which note the following answer was returned. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Romana. 

" SIE, Sahagun, Dec. 24, 1808, 

" I HAD the honour to receive your Excellency's letter of 
'^ this date. There is nothing I wish so much as to have a personal 
" interview with you : but in the present situation of this army it 
'^ is impossible for me to leave it for a moment. Once across the 
^^ Eslar, and I will ride any distance to have the honour of meet- 
^^ iog you. I shall remain here with the Cavalry until the after- 
'^ noon to-morrow, and shall leave them to join the division of the 
" In&ntry in the evening, which will be at Majorga. 

If your Excellency can make it convenient to come there, you 
will make me very happy : but if this be inconvenient, I shall go 
to you when I reach Benavente. The French continue to receive 
'^ reinforcements. A considerable number arrived at Palencia this 






u 



mormng. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

^* John Moorb.'' 

Two of the roads over the Eslar were thus occupied by the British 
and one by the Spanish army. But, as the latter was the nearest 
route to Astorga, it was of great importance that the Enemy should 
be retarded there. The Bridge of Mansilla and the Gty of Leon, 
were points to defend : and the following letter from CoL Symes will 
shew the expectations that were held out of defendmg Leon. 
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Colonel Symes to Sir John Moore. 

"sib, MansiUa, Dec. 25^ 1808, Oneo'CUck^ 

^^ I IJAD the honour oiP your note early tliis morning, 
and am fully aware of the necessity which prevents a meeting be- 
tween your Excellency and the Marquis, at present. The Mar-' 
qui«, for reasons of the same nature, cannot leave his troops: 
^^ indeed, his presence is indispensibly requisite, for he has no second 
V to whom he can confide his charge. General Blake is at Leon. 
^^ The Marquis says, that wherever else he may go, it is impossible 
^^ for him to send any part of his troops into the Asturias, as^the 
^^ roads are now impassable ; the snow has fallen in unusual quantity. 
^^ The Marquis's idea seems to be that of retiring on Astorga, but not 
"precipitately ; to put Leon in the best possible state of defence, and 
" to leave there 2000 men and some guns. '[Hiese troops, when added 
^^ to the armed inhabitants and the volunteers who are armed and under 
\^ a sort of training, may impede the progress of an Enemy — give 
" him much trouble, and afford protection to your left flank. The 
" Volunteers of Leon, including the students, are estimated at from 
" 12 to 1500 men ; the rabble are numerous. 

" The City of Leon is very extensive ; it is surrounded by a high 
" wall, in some places ruinous. There are old Moorish Towers at 
" irregular distances j several gatcT'^'ays without gates, but a little 
^^ trouble may repair the chasms, and blockade the gateways, l^e 
^^ suburbs embrace the wall, which, in some parts, forms a back for 
" long rows of mean houses. The city is not commanded — there is 
" some rising ground about a mile and a half distant, to the East and 
" North J excepting this, the country seems to be an uninterrupted 
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'^ plain for many miles. Between Leon and Astorga it is a continued 
*^ flat, without enclosure or obstacle to oppose the advance of troops 
" from any direction. Leon,, if disputed vigorously, may prove very 
" embarrassing to the Enemy, and it is a kind of warfare for which 
^^ the Spaniards seem adapted. The Marquis appears rather, dis- 
'^ pos^d to risk a general action ; but he says, what is too true, that 
" his army, in eff^ect, is no army. He thinks that his artillery will 
he well served — it may be so, but I doubt. Two howitzers and 
" eighteen field-pieces compose the number of guns with us. We 
" move to Leon to-day. The Marquis communicates to your Excel- 
f lency the intelligence he has received. Mansilla is not capable of 
;* defence ; and breaking the bridge, the Marquis thinks, will not be 
^^ any material obstade to the Enemy. In the present state of the 
weather I think it would impede his progress. 
" I am, Sir, with great respect, 

" Your faithful humble servant, 

« M. Symes.*' 
According to the arrangement which was made, €reneral IVaser, 
followed by General Hope, marched with their divisions on the 24th 
of December to Valderos and Majorga ; and Sir David Baird pro- 
ceeded .with his to Valencia. To conceal this movement Lord Paget 
was ordered to push on strong patroles of Cavalry close to the ad- 
vanced posts of the Enemy. 

The reserve, with two light corps, did not retire from Sahagun 
till the morning of the 26th ; they followed General Hope. Lord 
Paget was ordered to remain with the cavalry until the evening, and 
then follow the reseirve. Sir John accompanied these last corps. 

The retreat commenced in this deliberate manner. On the 26th of 
December Sir David Baird reached the Eslar, and passed the ferry 
with less di£Bculty than was expected. He took post, according to 
his orders, at Valencia, and wrote to the Marquia of Romana urging 
him to blow up the bridge of Mansilla. 
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', Thd other division&of In&ntiy prooeeded unmolested to Castro 
Gooaolo* 

di the 24th of December the adTanced guard of Buonaparte's 
ariny marched from TordesaUas, which is a hundred and twenty miles: 
£p6m Madrid^ and fifty from Benavente ; and strong detachments of 
Cavalry had been pushed forward to Villalpando and Majorga. On 
thfil 36th Lord Paget fell in with one of those detachments at the lat-*^ 
ter i^ce. His Lordship immediately ottlered Colonel Leigh, with 
two squadrons. of the 10th Hussars^ to'attack this corps, which haJ 
halted on the sunimit of a ste^ hill. One of Colonel Leigh's squa- 
drons was kept in reserve ; the other rode briskly up the hill : on 
approaching the top, where the ground was ru^ed, the Colonel judi- 
ciously reined-in to refresh the horses, though exposed to a severe 
fire from the Enemy. When he had nearly gained the summit, and 
the horses had recovered their breath, he charged boldly and over- 
threw the Enemy : many of whom were killed and wounded, and 
above a hundred surrendered prisoners. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and gallantry displayed by the 
British Cavalry on this occasion. The 18th Dragoons had signalized 
Aemselves in several former skirmishes ; they were successful in six^ 
different attacks. Captain Jones, when at Palencia, had even ven- 
tured to chaige a hundred French Dragoons with only thirty British ; 
fourteen of the Enemy were killed, and six taken prisoners. 

The cavalry, the horse-artillery, and a light corps remained on the 
night of the 26th at Castro Gonsalo ; and the divisions under Gene- 
rals Hope and Fraser marched to Benavente. 

On the 27th the rear-guard crossed the Eslar, and followed the 
same route, after completely blomng up the bridge. 

It now becomes requisite to make a very painfiil confession* The 
army, which, during the advance, had been distinguished for regu-^ 
larity and good conduct, began to display on the retreat a very oppo- 
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site behaviour. This may in part be imputed to inattention in ihte. 
Spanish Magistrates ; who^ instead of exerting themselves to procure' 
lodgings and necessaries for the troops, sometimes fled or hid them- 
selves. But another cause of these disorders was, undoubtedly, the 
independent character of Britons ; who always submit to military dis- 
cipline with great reluctance. They were indignant at the little as- 
sistance afforded them by the Spaniards ; and took the opportunity 
which the retreat afforded them, of throwing off restraint, of display- 
ing their native humours, and of acting too much as they pleased. 

But, whatever was the cause, the General was most desirous to 
stop this misconduct ; both from humanity to the Spaniards, and for 
the safety of his own army. He, therefore, issued out the following- 
order. 



*^ Generai. Orders. 

Sead Quarters J BenaventCy 21th Dec. 

^* The Commander of the Forces has observed with con- 
cern, the extreme bad conduct of the troops at a moment when 



they are about to come into contact with the Enemy, and when the 
" greatest regularity and the best conduct are the most requisite. He 
** is the more concerned at this, as, until lately, the behaviour of that 
^^ part of the army, at least, which was under his own ijaunediate com-^. 
^^ mand, was exemplary, and did them much honour. 

^^ The misbehaviour of the troops in the column which marched by 
** Valderas to this place, exceeds what he could have believed of Bri- 
*' tish soldiers. It is disgraceful to the Officers ; as it strongly marks 
** their negligence and inattention. 

^* The Commander of the Forces refers to the General Orders of the 
*' 15th of October, and of the 11th of November. He desires that. 
^^ they may be again read at the head of every company of the army : 
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^^ he can add nothing but his determination to execute them to the 
^^ fullest extent. He can feel no mercy towards Oflftcers who neglect 
^^ in tim:es like these essential duties^ or towards Soldiers who injure 
^* the country they are sent to protect The Spanish Forces have 
** been overpowered ; and until such time as they are re-assembled^ 
^^ and ready again to come forward^ the situation of the army must be 
^^ arduous^ and such as to call for the exertion of qualities the most 
rare and valuable in a military body. These are not bravery alone^ 
but patience and constancy under fatigue and hardship, obedience 
^^ to command, sobriety, firmness, and resolution, in every different 
^^ situation in which they may be placed. It is by the display of such 
'^ qualities alone^ that the army can expect to deserve the name of 
^^ Soldiers ; that they can be able to withstand the forces opposed to 
^^ them, or to fulfil the expectations of their Country. 

^^ It is impossible for the General to explain to his su'my the motive 
*^ for the movement he directs. The Commander of the Forces can, 
^^ however, assure the army that he has made none since he left Sala- 
manca which he did not foresee, and was not prepared for ; and, 
as far as he is a judge, they have answered the purposes for which 
they were intended. 
^^ When it is proper to fight a battle he will do it ; and he will 
^^ choose the time and place he thinks most fit : in the mean time he 
" begs the Officers and Soldiers of the army to attend diligently to 
^' discharge their parts, and to leave to him and to the General Officers 
"^^ the decision of measures which belong to them alone. 

^' The army may rest assured, that there is nothing he has more at 
" heart than their honour — and that of their Country.'* 

The latter part of the above order alluded to a number of Officers 
having been indiscreetly free in their criticisms of the Military opera- 
tions. This licence is characteristic of Englishmen : but ia the pre» 
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sent aituation of the army it had a loost miicliievoufei tenNfeoioy. Be- 
sides^ as Sir John Moore kept all hiA intelligence extremely «ecret^ 
it waa impossible for the officers to judge of the propriety of the 
movementfl* 

Sir John Moore endea.voured to remove ocu^ of th^ cauA«a of the 
irregular conduct by this letter to the Marquia. 

Sir John Moore to the Marquis of Romana. 

" SlE, ' Benavente, 27 Dec. 1808. 

*^ I HAD the honour to receive yesterday, on my arri- 
" val here, your Excellency's letter from Mansilla, of the 25th, 
** The Enemy are advancing ; hut I believe their main body only 
" reached Vallado.Ud yesterday. The movement I made to Sahagun 
^^ has answered every purpose I had a right to expect. A little mor^ 
good fortune would have enabled me to cut up Soult's corps j but 
the attention of the Enemy has at last been attracted from other 
objects. His march on Badajos has been stopped, and the forces 
^* in the South will have time to be formed, and to come forwar^. 
** I shall continue my movement, on Astorga. It is there, or behind 
** it, we should fight a battle, if at all. If the Enemy follows so fer^ 
** he will leave himself the more open to the efforts of the South. 
" My opinion is, that a battle is the game of Buonaparte, not our's. 
** We should, if followed, take defensive positions in themountain^, 
" where his cavalry can be of no u^e tg him ; and there either engage 
*^ him in an unequal contest with. us, oblige him to employ a consi- 
** derable corps to watch us, or to retire upon Madrid: in which last 
" case we should again come forth into the plain. In this maaner 
** we give time for the arrival of reinforcements from England,-— 
*^ your army to be formed and eq^uipped, — and that of the South tp 
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*^ come forth. In short, the game of Spain and of England, 
" which must always be the same, is to procrastinate and to gain 
*^ time ; and not, if it can be helped, to place the whole stake upon 
^^ the hazard of a battle. 

" The people of this part of Spain seem to be less well-disposed 
** than those I have hitherto met with. They perhaps think that we 
** mean to abandon them. It would have a good effect if you ex- 
^^ plained to them, in a proclamation, that this was by no means 
^* either your intention, or that of the British army ; and call upon 
^^ the Alcaides and Corregidors to remain at their posts, and to be of 
^^ all the use in their power to the different armies both Spanish and 
" British. Some of them of late have run away from the towns ; 
^^ which has been the unavoidable cause of irregularities having been 
^^ committed by the troops; for, when the Magistrates are not present 
^^ to give regularly, the soldier must take, and this produces a mis- 
^' chievous habit. 

^* I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Moore.'* 

During the march to Benavente a confidential person, whose 
intelligence had always been correct, came up with the General at 
Fuentes. He had passed Buonaparte and his army, who were mak- 
ing forced marches to overtake the British. 

And it appeared from several accounts, that, in contradiction to 
the declarations and information so repeatedly transmitted from 
the Central Junta and Mr. Frere, not the slightest movement was 
made by the Spanish armies ; who permitted the various divisions 
of the Enemy's army to traverse Spain, in every direction, with as 
much tranquillity as France ; with this essential difference, that the 
Spaniards furnished them with every supply for nothing, whereas in 
France they must have paid for what they wanted. 

A A 
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' Notwithstanding this . unfavourable intelligence^ Sir Jdin Moore 
had still some expectations of being able to maintain a footing in 
3paiA*, He hoped that the Spaniards, after all their declarations 
and promises, would rouse themselves to make some effort ; and per* 
haps want of provisions for so large an army might stop the advance 
of the French. It was his earnest wish to maintain himsdbF in the 
mountains of Galicia ; and not to retire to the coast, unless compelled 
by great superiority of numbers. 

» There are two roads to Vigo ; but that by Orense, though the 
shortest, is neither practicable for artillery, nor for any species of 
Tvaggon ; consequently the British army took the road by Astorga ; 
fmd (Krders were now sent to Sir David Baird, who was still at Valentia, 
tp march to that point ; while on the 28th of December Generals 
Hope and Fraser proceeded with their divisions to La Banessa. 
. Next morning, at day-break, after near two days* rest, l^r John 
Moore followed with the reserve j and Lord Paget, as befixre, waS 
ordered to bring up the rear with the cavalry. 

' But at nine o'clock in the morning, before his Lordship had 
moved, some of the Enemy's cavalry were observed trying a ford 
near the bridge which had been blown up ; and presently between 
five and six hundred of the Imperial Guards of Buonaparte plunged 
into the river, and crossed over. 

They were immediately opposed by the British piquets, who had 
been much divided to watch the different fords ; but were quickly 
^sembled by Colonel Otway. When united they amounted only to 
two hundred and twenty men. They retired slowly before such 
superior numbers, bravely disputing every inch of ground with the 
Enemy. The front squadrons repeatedly charged each other ; and 

* Vide Appendix, E E. 
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upon the piquets being reinforced by a small party of the 3d Dragoons^ 
they chaiged with so much fury that the front squadron broke 
through, and was for a short time surrounded, by the Enemy's rear 
squadron wheeling up. But they extricated themselves, by charging 
back again through the Enemy. They then quickly rallied, and 
formed with the rest of the piquets. 

Lord Paget soon reached the field : and Brigadier-general Stuart, 
at the head of the piquets, was sharply engaged, the squieulroils on 
both sides sometimes intermixing. His Lordship was desirous of 
drawing on the Enemy farther from the ford, till the 10th Hussars, 
who were forming at some distance, were ready. . This regiment 
soon arrived, and Lord Paget immediately wheeled it into line, kk 
the rear of the piquets. The latter then charged the Enemy, sup- 
ported by the 10th Hussars. But before they could close, the French 
wheeled round, fled to the ford, and plunged into the river. They 
were closely pursued, and left on the field fifty-five killed and 
wounded and seventy prisoners ; among whom was General Le 
Febvre, the Commander of the Imperial Guard. 

As soon as the Enemy reached the opposite side of the river they 
formed on the bank ; but a few rounds from the Horse artillery, who 
arrived at that moment, quickly drove the French up the hill in the 
greatest disorder. 

The Imperial Guards shewed themselves much superior to any 
cavalry which the British had before engaged. They fought very 
gallantly, and killed and wounded near fifty of our Dragoons. 
Major Bagwell, who commanded some of the piquets, was wounded. 

It was learnt from the prisoners that Buonaparte slept the night 
before (on the 28th) at Villalpando, which is four leagues finom 
Benavente. He had commanded General Le Febvre to pass the Eslar 
if possible, but not to commit himself; and it was e^^pected that he 
would have been joined on the march by a PoUsh regiment ; which, 
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however, did not come up in time. Le Febvre owned to Sir John 
Moore^ that when he saw nothing but the cavahy piquets, he oon- 
eluded that all the rest of the army had left Benavente, This in- 
duced him to cross the river ; and, when once over, he could not, 
he said, without fighting, retreat with such a corps as he com- 
manded, with men who had put to flight thirty thousand Rusnans 
at Austerlit2. 

As tlie soldier to whom he had surrendered had taken from him 
his sword, the General presented him with a fine Eaist-Indian sabre. 

Towards the evening the Enemy brought up some fidd-pieces, and 
cannonaded the piquets from the heights on the opposite side of the 
river ; but without the least effect. 

Lord Paget drew oflF the Cavalry at night, and followed the Reserve 
to Jjol Banessa. As the intelligence and circumstances were still not 
so decisive as to enable Sir John Moore to determine whether he 
$hould in the last resource retire upon Vigo or Corunna, it was of 
importance that he should retain the power of choosing that port 
which would best suit his purposes. He, therefore, found it neces- 
sary to detach a light corps on the road to Orense, which is the 
shortest route to Vigo ; foreseeing, that if he neglected this precau* 
tion, the Enemy might seize the road by one of their light detach- 
ments, precede the columns of the British by forced marches, and 
deprive them of the choice of Vigo j or, by seizing some of the 
passes in front, retard and embarrass the retreat exceedingly. 

Besides these strong motives, provisions had become extremely 
deficient, and it was doubtful if the whole army could be tolerably 
subsisted on one road. 

For these reasons General Craufurd was. detached, with three 
thousand men lightly equipped, on the road to Orense. If pursued, 
he could take up a strong position behind the river Minho, and there 
pbeck for some time the advance of the French. 
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The rest of the army proceeded to Astorga ; and Sir David Baird's 
column^ coming from Valencia^ again united there with Sir John 
Moore ; who was extremely disconcerted to find that the town was 
preoccupied^ and filled with the troops of the Marquis of Romana. ' 

This General did not destroy the bridge of Mansilla^ as had been 
requested. The guard he left there was charged by a party of 
Soult's cavalry ; and the Spaniards fled, or surrendered tliemselves 
prisoners. 

The Duke of Dalmatia then advanced on this road to Leon; 
which City, instead of making the obstinate defence that was ex- 
pected, opened its gates at once to the Enemy, and furnished them 
with as many rations as they required. 

, Thus was Sir John Moore perpetually disappointed in every assist- 
ance that was expected firom the Spaniards. He had repeatedly 
requested the Marquis of Romana to leave the roads to Galicia clear 
for the British ; and wished the Marquis to fall back upon the 
Asturias ; because, when the Enemy proceeded towards Gralicia, this 
Spanish army might have interrupted the French convoys, or com- 
pelled them to employ large detachments for their protection. In 
the Asturias they could certainly be eminently useful, and quite safe. 
But all remonstrances were in vain ; the Marquis entertained a dif- 
ferent opinion, and resolved to push across to Orense, in front of the 
British. Thus the Spanish army, instead of being of the slightest 
utility to the English, by consuming the provisions, and filling the 
roads with their mules and carts, were a most serious impediment. 

The appearance of this army was extremely melancholy : it was 
ill armed, ^vretchedly clothed, and very sickly. But no reproach 
ought to be thrown upon these troops for the little resistance they 
made: their native courage is undoubted; and they endured the 
most cruel privations with the utmost patience. But their deplor- 
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able, almost famished condition, and the total want i^ <^cers, 
would have disheartened the bravest people. 

Astorga was one .of the dep6ts which had been formed for warlike 
stores, with die view of offensive operations in conjunction with the 
Spanish armies ; which gave an opportunity of supplying the Mar- 
quis's troops with muaquets, and as much ammunition as they could 
carry off. The rest was necessarily destroyed. 

The corps under Sir Dayid Baird had brought their camp equipage 
from Corunna to Astorga, and had deposited it there. But this was 
no country for such conveniences : there were no means of removing 
it, and the whole was ordered to be consumed. Many officers had 
brought along with them a considerable quantity of baggage, and 
the overloaded mules fell behind. But the General would not suffer 
a soldier to be detained by the baggage ; and gave strict ordei^, that 
every horse or mule that could not keep up with the columns should 
be abandoned. 

Being most anxious for the good conduct of the Troops, he issted 
the following encouraging order. 

" G£N£BAL Orders. 

'^ Head StiarterSf Astorga^ 30th Dec. ISOS. 
*^ The present is a moment when the Army is neces- 

" sarily called upon to make great efforts, and to submit to pri- 

" vations^ the bearing cheerfully with which is a quality not less 

** estimable than valour. 

*^ The good-will of the inhabitants wiU be particularly useful to 

" the Army, and can only be obtained by good conduct on the part 

*' of the Troops. 

" The Commander of the Forces cannot impress too strongly on 
the whole Army the necessity of this; and he trusts that the 
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^^ Generals and the Commanding Officers will adopt such measures^ 
^^ both on the march and in the cantonments^ as will ensure it 

** It is very probable that the Army will shortly have to meet the 
^^ Enemy ; and the Commander of the Forces has no doubt that they 
^^ will eagerly imitate the worthy example which has been set ihem 
" by the Cavalry, on several recent occasions, and particularly in the 
^^ aflfair of yesterday ; in which Brigadier-general Stuart, with an 
^* inferior force, charged and overthrew one of the best corps of 
Cavalry in the French Army. 

The Generals will immediately in^ct the baggage of the bri- 
gades and divisions. They are held responsible that it does not 
" exceed the proportion fixed by the Gdneral Orders.'* 

It is known that Buonaparte had fully expected to have reached 
Benavente as soon as, or before, the British ; and the Duke of Dal-v 
matia hoped, that they would be so much retarded by Buonaparte's 
attacks, that he might, by forced marches through Leon, precede 
them at Astorga. The little resistance made by the Spaniards at 
Mansilla, and the immediate submission of Lieon, fieicilitated this 
plan. Had either been in time, the British would have been sur^ 
rounded. But Buonaparte was anticipated in both his projects; and, 
while a part of his cavalry was repulsed by Lord Paget, the van of the 
British Army, under General Fraser, entered and secured Astorga. 

The advanced guard, and the main body of the British Army, on 
the 30th of December, moved on to Villa Franca; and Sir John Moore, 
with General Paget and the reserve, followed on the 31st. They 
marched to Camberos that evening; and the cavalry followed at 
night. The piquets on the road from La Beneza, who were posted 
to watch Buonaparte's cavalry, and those at the bridge at Orbiga 
to attend to Soult's, retired as the Enemy advanced. The cavalry 
reached Camberos at midnight ; when immediately the reserve pro* 
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ceeded^ and arrived next morning (Jan. 1) at Bembydre, precisely 
as the preceding divisions were marching off to Villa Franca. 

The scene of drunkenness that presented itself here was disgusting. 
The stragglers from the preceding divisions so crowded the houses^ 
that there was hardly accommodation for the reserve : while groups 
of the half-naked and unfortunate peasants belonging to the Mar- 
quis of Romana completed the confusion. The Marquis was moving 
towards Orense; but his troops were dispersed in all directions, fill- 
ing the neighbouring towns. 

The French were following so close, that their patroles, during 
the night, fell in with the cavalry piquets. 

When Buonaparte reached Astorga he was joined by the Duke of 
Dalmatia. The whole Army that was assembled there amounted to near 
70,000 men, independently of other corps, which were countermanded 
from their former destination, though not yet come up. It is natural 
to imagine that a man so accustomed to succeed in all his plans must: 
have been bitterly disappointed to find that, notwithstanding his ex- 
ertions, the British were beyond his reach. He here rfeviewed this 
immense force; and perceiving, by the masterly arrangements of 
his Enemy, that it was no longer possible to intercept him, he halted 
to watch the event. Three Marshals of France, with as many di- 
visions, were commanded to follow the British closely, and to destroy 
them, either before or during their embarkation. And some other 
corps followed those divisions, to support them. 

Although the Enemy had hitherto been completely frustrated, yet 
a multitude of severe distresses were now accumulating upon the British, 
which the prudence of their Leader could not avert. Deluges of cold 
rain fell, chilling and drenching the soldiers, who were wading in bald 
roads deep with mud. It was often difficult to procure shelter when 
they halted ; or fuel to dry their dothes, or to dress their food. The 
provisions were qften scanty, and irregularly procured; for the ba^age. 
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magazines^ stnd stores/ were transported on carts, drkwn chiefly by 
Spanish mules aiul bullocks ; but the drirers, ternfied by the approach 
and attacks- of the French cavalry, often rati .away in the' night-* 
time, leaving their waggons ; persuaded, thfet if they fell into the 
hands' of the French Aey would be massacred. Tlie bullodcs and 
mules, unfortunately, could not be mitde to move, except by the 
native drivers. Thus provisions and stores were frequently obliged 
to be destroyed, to prevent their felling into the possession of the 
Enemy; and, for the same reason, the weak, the sick, and the 
wounded, were necessarily left behind. . : 

Truth makes it necessary to mention, that the inhabitants of Sjpain 
gave little aid to their persevering Allies, who w^re encountering every 
evil . for them, and made no attempt to annoy, or to retajxl the 
Enemy. Had ilie armed Spaniards harassed the flanks and rear 
of the French Araoy, they might, with littk: dahger to themselves, 
have retarded their advance, and 'diminishied' their numbers ; instead 
of which, they never &teA a musket at a Frenchman ; and often fled 
from their houses at the approach of the English ; barrinjg their doors, 
and carrying off mules, carts, oxen^ fcMrage, and provisions ; in short, 
whatever could lessen. the distresses, br contribute to the comfort 
of th^ friends. This conduct on the part of the Spaniards excited 
much animosity in the breasts of the English, and was the cause of 
many disorders. But I have no doubt that the passive conduct of 
the peasantry was owing to ^tieiv rulers never organising them, nor 
leading them forward. Sir John Moore always entertained this bpi^- 
nion. In his Journal and letters he praises the people, and depre- 
cates the apathy and weakness of their CSii^; for he was not aware 
that there were traitors' among them, who paralysed the Nation. 

It has been mentioned, that, oa the 1st of January, the Geneml 
found.the' little town of Bembydre Allied 'with stragglers of the pre- 
ceding, divisions. And ^ Hen ht marched with the reserve and the 
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cavalry to ViUafraj^^ca oh tlie morning of th« 3ikI, he left Colonel 
Rose tfith the SOth regiment^ and a dmall detadhlment of cavahy, to 
cover the town^ wkik parties were sent to warn the stragglers^ 
amounting to near a thousand men, of their dangw, and to dnve 
them^ if possible, out of the houses. Some few were prevailed upon 
to move on ; but neither threats, nor the approach of the Enemy, 
eould induce the greater number to quit the houses* At length the 
rear-guard was compelled to BAarch and leave these senseless people to 
their fate : yet a small detachment of cavalrjr covered. the whole, amid 
only quitted the town on the approach of the Enemy : then, iinetn 
the immediate danger, the road was filled with Spanish and British 
stra^^era {armed and unarmed), mtdes^ carts^ women and diildrai, 
all mingled iti strange confusion. 

Four or five squadrons of French Cavalry were seen moving ham 
Bembydre^ l^eir advanced-^ard firing at a patnile of the 15th Hus*> 
aars; On their approach the detaehmenit ia the rear was taokSfieUed 
ia relire> and were dbsely pursued ter sevetal mifea* As the French 
dragoona galloped through the long line of straggkra, they slashed 
theok with their swoBob xnerctteasly to the right and left : and tlime 
men were so insensiUe from iiquerr, as neiither to make resistauee nor 
get iutef the road; The pursuit continwed tiU checked by General 
Paget with, the reserve^ who repalBed them* 

The resenze halted at Cacabelos, and the greatest part of the ca/valry 
at Villafranca. On arriving at thia town tine Gtteral lie»rd wi<!h 
vexation, that great irregukriines had. alsQ beeii. oommitted there by 
the preceding divisacuis. Tlie Commissaries sepcorted tlttt the Magar 
sioes had been plundered, stores of wine had heen broke open^ and a 
great ojiaaiitky of forage and pravisiens spoiled One man who was 
detected tn committing these ateooities was amde .aiiieKBaD|de of^ in 
the hi»pe of preventiag^^sbchcncmee in future : and^ to deuffinfo the 
ttlldura of the. miseraiUe eeme^pieiiees of theic drunkeimeas, and of 
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quittiag tbeir ^OTfs^ aom^ of those strng^Urs who h^d been shockitigly 
man^pd by the cavalry, werp $hewn tfa,rough the ym^s. . Thus every 
measure was adopted that priKkoee could devise^ to put a 6t<^ to this 
bad GondiiQt. 

On the 3x4 <^ January four km: five thousand French cavaky were 
^aeen (at one o'clock in .the forenoon) advancing eautioui^y within ft 
league of CSacabelo^, T\^ 95th and a detachmetit of Britiah oavalrjr 
occupied a hill about half a league in front of the town^ through 
wliich a sballmir river Tan^ and part of the rteevve was posted on the 
opposite bai^k. 

Sir John Moore eommanded the^5th to- retire th^o^^i thl^ toifft 
and over a bridge. But while the tvyp^.re^^r po^panies were passiug 
along a narrow street, the cavalry .piqqet v retreated precipitately 
through thein^ and the Enemy's cayalj^y purs^ued so closely that some 
^ew soldiers of the p5th ^ye^e made prisoners. The Enemy's dia* 
m ou n t ed chaas^urs imnf^diat^ly advanced rapidjy, et^ssed the dver in 
giToat force, and attacked the d5th^ die cavalry jianitig in the onset. 

The 95th were directed to retpeal; up some hills among vineyards f 
which they did i^wly in ^ very g^dlanjt manner, galling the Enemy 
with a well-aifued fire from their rifles. 

Tb/e French cavaLry chained up the road, but were driven back 
with considerabk slai:^ghter by the 9$th.. Gefiepal Colbert^ who 
eomnnand^ the adyanced-guar^of the French, was among the ^in. 

A large column of the Enemy were next observed descending the 
hill on the opposite side of the river. Jmmediatety the artillery at- 
tached to the reserve opened upoU' this cotumn a severe fire, which 
stopt their movement. In this attack the Enemy sujQTered much. 
Sir John Moore towards the evening withdrew th^ r^s^xve to Villa* 
firancaj and b^^g aware that the gre^rpart of the Enemy's anny 
were very »par, he resolved to inake a night march to I}errerias. 
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The country now being inclosed and mountainous, the cavalrj were 
sent on before to Lugo ; the reserve did not quit ViUafiranca till ten 
o'clock at night, ahd arrived at Herreriaai at midnight 

The General here received a favourable description of the ground 
in front of Lugo ; and as he perceived that the Enemy were pressing 
hard upon him, be conceived that it would be more advantageous to 
fight them thene; than to suffer his troops to be continually harassed 
on the march. ' 

He therefore came to the determination to offer battie at Lugo ; and 
wrote dispatches to Sir David, who was far in front, to hak there. 
He inclosed in the packet letters to be forwarded, with similar orders, 
to Generals Hope and Fraiser who commanded the advanced divisions. 

This dispatch being of the utmost importance. Sir John Moore sent 
it by his Aid-de-Camp (Captain Napier), accompanied by an orderiy 
dragoon. Gapt. Napier reachtd Nogales, and delivered it with the 
inclosures to Sir Dlavid Baird, who forwarded them to the respective 
officers. The orderly di-agoon who was entrusted with tiiese last let-* 
ters got drunk on tiie road, and lost them. 

By this unlucky accident General FViiser, with his division, pro- 
ceeded a foil day's journey towards Vigo, the original destination, 
and was countermarched next day. The weather was dreadfol ; so 
that this division instead of comfortably resting these two days at 
Lugo, as %\'as intended, were excessively harassed, and lost many 
men from fatigue. 

Accounts were this day (January 4th) received from Engineers, 
and others, respecting Vigo and Conmna.. The report respect- 
ing the peninsula of Betanzos was the most favourable ; and as 
Vigo was tiiree long marches more distant, Sir John Moore deter- 
mined to retreat towards Coruhna, in preference to Vigo. He sent 
off immediately two expresses, by different routes, to Rear-Admi- 
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lal Sir Samuel Hood, to request he would send round the transports 
to Corunna. To this place letteris were likewise sent, that provisions 
might he forwarded, and preparations made for the reception of the 
troops. 

While the reserve were marching towards Nogales, they fbiind 
between thirty and forty waggons with stores for the Marquis of R<h 
mana's army. These waggons were filled with arms, ammunitioDi, 
shoes, and clothing from England : for by the arrangement that the 
Spaniards observed, their army vraa left destitute of every necessary, 
and abundant supplies were now moving on the road — precisely at 
the time tlie French were advancing. No stronger presumptive proof 
could be brought of treason having deeply pervaded the Spanish 
councils. 

There were no means of carrying back these stores : some of the 
shoes, and such things as could be made use of, were distributed to 
the troops as they passed, and the rest were destroyed. 

On a hill above Nogales there were some artillery waggons be- 
longing to the Spaniards which had been abandoned : and two sol- 
diers and a woman, who had drunk to excess, weHre lyh)g dead in the 
snow. This was a shocking scene. The reserve reached Nogales in 
the afternoon, and here Sir John learnt the provoking loss of his dis« 
patch, and the march of Greneral Fraser's division on the Vigo road> 

On tlie morning of the 5th of January the reserve left Nogales ; 
the Enemy entering the town soon after the rear quitted it Tlmne 
was a bridge here, which for want of a sufficiency of proper tools was 
not completely destroyed ; but this was of little importance as the 
river was fordable. There were some Officers who criticised, occa^ . 
sionally, the operations that were adopted, in a manner injurious to 
the service ; and this subject of blowing up bridges was one of those 
upon which they chiefly dwelt. General Paget at length mentioned 
this to Sir %Tohn Moore, and pressed him to destroy more bridges. 
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Sir John, in answer, requested him to look around and examiaa 
mth him more particularly the nature of the nvexs over which theM 
bridges were thrown. He pointed out to him, that bodi in&otnf 
and cavalry could usually pass a little above or below the brid^ : 
toid that the obstruction to artillery would be quidkly repaired by an 
army €oostit«ited like the French. That it mtist likewise be recol-» 
Jected, that the destruction of these strong bridges could not be soott 
efiecied ; and that the troops must halt during that time. So diat 
when this loss was deducted, it would be found diat the advantage was 
much less considerable than was imagined* Whenever any important 
advantage could arise from blowing op a bridge, he thought it cor- . 
tainly should be done : but he wa» persuaded that General Paget 
woidd agree with him, that when the advantage was less, k was a 
cruel measure to do such tasting mischiel* to diose allies we came to 
benefit, as to ruin, for a length of time, the communications of their 
country. 

This Tifas the defence that Sir John Moore made, for what some^ 
perfaap, thought a neglect; but which increased General Paget^a 
esteem for his friend and commander. 

Tlie Rifie Corps, whidb aiivoiys mardied with the reserve^ co^vcred 
the rear ; and the £nemy being close at hand it was engaged nearly 
die whole of 4liis day. In such circuaMtances it was impossible to 
sulfer any thing to retard the march of the coliunn : whatever could 
not keep up was therefore destroyed* 

There were even two carts with dollars to the amount of five and 
twenty thousand pounds, wltich fell behind. This money had been 
broqght forward from Gorunna vi4th Sir David Baird's corps, and 
was under the chai^ of Mr. Courtney belonging to the PaymasAw- 
general's department. The means provided for its conveyance were 
insufficient ; for the carts were drawn by tardy buHocks who were 
.qtiite exlmusted by fatigue, and could not be got on. After eveiy 
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effort was made in vain, the casks were at length rolled down a pre- 
cipice on the side of the road, and the advanced-guard of the French 
passed the place in five minutes afterwards. It was afterwards learnt 
by some prisoners, that this money was found by the Spanish peasants. 

There is a hill above Constantino, and the General feared that in 
descending the column would be severely annoyed. To protect it he 
halted the Rifle Corps and Horse Artillery at the top of the hill ; and 
as the road was winding and exposed, their position was good. In 
the mean thne the remainder erf the reserve retired over the hill. 
The Enemy perceiving that if they advanced they would be salilted 
with the guns, halted tfeeir column for more than half an hour behind 
another hiH r and, as soon as the lear of Hhe reserve had nearly reached 
the bridge of Constantfno, and were in safety, the Artillery and Rifiie 
Corps suddenly retired also, and the whole passed over without loss» 

Upon thiy occasion the Enemy acted- ^itb excess df ca^io», biTt 
afterwards poiused down the hiM. General Pbget was then- ordered to 
defend the brid|ge and the banks of the river, with the 28th and 
95tfc ; whife Sir John Moore d!rew up the S2nd, 30th, and Wst regi- 
ments on a strong position on the tep of a hill near* the rive* : the 
Horse-artillery were Kfcewise well posted. This position was hardly 
taken when the attack commenced. The Enemy's cavalry and dis- 
mounted chasseurs attempted to pass the bridge, but the well-directeiA 
fire of the artilliery and of the rear-guard drove them quickly back. 
They repeatedly advanced, for the skirmishing continued till night, 
the Enemy's mmibers always augmenttng ; but General Paget main- 
tained the bridge, and preserved his position 

At eleven at night General Paget received ordem to retire to Lugo, 
xvhile the remainder of the reserve were under arms to protect him. 
The reserve were much fatigued by their exertions^ and were quartered 
near Lugo. The following Order was issued next day. 
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General Orders. 

*^ Head Quarters, Lugo, Uh January, 1809. 

^' Generals and Commanding Officers of Corps must be as 
'^ sensible as the Commander of the Forces^ of the complete disorga- 
nization of the army* 

" The advanced-guard of the French is already close to us, and it 
is to be presumed that the niain bpdy is not far distant ; an action 
^^ may, therefore, be hourly expected. If the Generals.and Command- 
S' ing Officers of Regiments (feeling for the honour of their country 
<^ and of the British arms) wish to give the army a fidr chance of 
success, they will exert themselves to restore order and discipline 
in the regiments, brigades, and divisions which they command. 
The Commander of the Forces is tired of giving Orders which 
^^ are never attended to : he therefore appeals to the honour and feel- 
^^ ings of the Army he commands.; and if those are not sufficient to 
^^ induce them to do their duty, he must despair of succeeding by any 
^' other means. He was forced to order one soldier to be shot at 
^^ ViUafranca, and he will order all others to be executed who are 
/f guilty of similar enonnities : but he considers that there would be 
^^ no occasion to proceed to such extremities if the Officers did their 
^^ duty : as it is chiefly from their negligence, and from the want of 
^^ proper regulations in the regiments, that crimes and irregularities 
^^ are committed, in quarters and upon the march." 

. Hie remarks in this Order are extremely severe ; but this was not a 
moment to employ flattery. It was undoubtedly right to. adopt what-^ 
ever measure would succeed best to restore order ; and it was expected 
that the appeal to the honour of the Officers was iflost likely to stimu- 
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late them to make eveiy exertion. Nor was the Commander dis- 
appointed. 

On ^xaminisig the ground near Ltigo, a position was found on whidh 
he would have been happy to have engaged. The Enemy appeared 
about mid-day, but nothing serious occurred. 

Next morning (January 7th) the French planted four pieces of ar- 
tillery on the front of the British, and commenced a cannonade. The 
fire was returned by the British Artillery, who dismounted one of the 
Enemy's gttns.. Towards the evening some French regiments at- 
tacked the right of the British, and were chiefly opposed by the 
Guards and Geiteral Leith's brigade. 

Sir John Moore then observed the Enemy moving to his left, his 
r^ht troops skirmishing >vith the piquets. He conceived that the 
principal attack would be made on tliat point, and the prd^r orders 
were immediately given. 

The divisions were all at their points, and he galldpped to the spot. 

A part of the 76th regiment at first retired before a strong coltlitin 
of the Enemy, lit the head €^ which vvas their tnuch^esteemed 2nd 
light infantry battalion, which advanced rttpidly. 

The G^Demly by accident, found himself in front of the 51st regi- 
ment, in which he had served as an Ensign. He addressed thiem in 
an animated tone, and commanded them to advance : when the li^ht 
company of the 76th rashed forward with charged bayonets, and 
drove the Enemy down the hill with considerable loss. 

In this sharp skirmish Captain Roberts of the 51st was shot in the 
hand, but before the Frenchman could recover his musket he was 
transfixed by a soldier of the 76th named Canner. This brave fellow 
bayoneted two other Fre^ichmen, and was rewarded by promotion. 

The General having witnessed this gallant attack, bestowed de- 
served praises upon the 76th. 

c c 
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Tlie Enemy after this repulse returned no more : and Sir John 
thence conjectured that Marshal Soult's design had been to recon- 
noitre his position, previously to an attack which he expected to be 
inade next morning* 

To prepare and animate the army he threw out this Order. 

** General Orbers. 

^^NearLugo^ IthJanuarj/, 1809. 

*' The Army must see that the moment is now come 
•* when, after the hardships and fatiguing marches they have under- 
^* gone, they will have the opportunity of bringing the Enemy to ac- 
*^ tion. The Commander of the Forces has the most perfect confi- 
** dence in their valour, and that it is only necessary to bring them to 
** close contact with the Enemy in order to defeat them ; and a defeat, 
** if it be complete, as he trusts it \^ill be, will, in a great measure, 
" end their labours, 

*^ The General has no other caution to give them, than not to 
*^ throw away their fire at the Enemy's skirmishers, merely because 
** they fire at them ; but to reserve it till they can give it with effect." 

The General had received certain intelligence that three divisions 
of the French army were now in his front ; which, though a force con- 
siderably superior to his own, he wished to engage. He knew he 
could not get rid of them, and he conceived it more advantageous to 
fight in his present position, than either at Betanzos or in the act of 
embarking. 

The artUlery, under the excellent direction of Colonel Harding, 
was drawn into the field with great labour, and judiciously planted. 
The preparations for the reception of the Enemy continued till night. 
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It is proper now to recal to the reader's recollection, the positive 
assurance given by the Central Junta to Sir John Moore,, on the 8th 
of December, that in a month 44,000 Spanish soldiers should be 
united to his army. And to stamp this engagement with complete 
validity, they deputed a Member of the Junta to confirm it *. 

Mr. Frere, being determined that every thing should be done to 
give full authority to this mission, and to convince the General that 
implicit reliance ought to be placed on the Spanish Declaration, de- 
puted also Charles Stuart, Esq. the diplomatic agent, to introduce 
the Spanish Deputy, and to present Mr. Frere's letter from Truxillo. 
It appears from that letter that Mr. Frere stifled his feelings to avoid 
giving offence to Sir John Moore, but thought proper to mention to 
him, that, if he persisted in his own measures, he would bring indelible 
disgrace upon his Coimtry, and do the utmost possible mischief to the 
cause of Spain, exclusive of attacking the Spanish army. 

It was hardly possible to doubt the fulfilment of an engagement 
voluntarily contracted by *the Spanish Government, confirmed by 
the British Minister, and presented wath so much solemnity. But 
the month is no\v expired, and not a Spanish soldier is to be 
seen. * The British army has been followed and assailed by all 
the disposable French army, and is totally abandoned by the 
Spaniards j who neither unite \\ith them, according to their own 
stipulation, nor has a single Spanish Corps advanced to attack, or 
even to threaten the French posts, now weakened by the absence of 
their army« 

Thus was Sir John Moore again deceived by a mission from 
the Spanish Government and the British Minister; and his de- 
voted troops had nothing to trust to but their arms, and their 
General. 

* Vide page 134 to 139. 
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Early in the morning of the 8th of January thearmy ^'as (nwshalled 
in array, and offered battle to the Enemy. Itc Commander rode 
through the ranks, and had the pleasure of finding that, in conse- 
quence of the Orders he had issued, of the exertions of the oflBcerSy 
and, above all, of the hopes of an action, regularity was restored. 
The artiller}^ cavalry, and reserve, who had been so often engaged^ 
were envied by the other divisions^ who wished also to have their 
share of fighting. When the General perceived that the troops were 
obedient to command^ and full of confidence, he was satisfied^ and 
longed for the advance of the Enemy. 

But Marshal Soult stirred not from his post He had now experienced 
the talents of the General^ and the intrepidity of the troops he had 
to encounter. 

From this backwardness it was concluded, tha;t his intention was 
to harass the British as much as possible during their march, and 
to defer his attack till the embarkation. 

On the other band the British Conmiander perceived, that it 
would be equally imprudent for him to attack the strong position of 
the French, or to remain longer in his own. 

If he advanced^ Marshal Soult was posted on formidable heights, 
protected by enclosures, and could not bb a[^roached without great 
loss. He might engage partially, and retire when he pleased: if 
such an attack failed, the ^my was undone ; and even if it succeeded, 
the situation of the British would only be rendered worse ; for rein- 
forcements would soon join the Enemy ; the retreat must be resumed, 
and every wounded man left behind. 

It was also deemed impossible to femain in their present position ; 
for the numbers of the French would soon become too great to be 
withstood ; or they might push on corps on either flank by the lateral 
roads, cut off the communication with the coast, and surround the 
British. But, even if these dangers could have been hazarded, it 
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was impossible to remain two dsrfs, 'from £he want ^ of pfovisions. 
The country oonld furnish nothing more, and adequate means for 
conveying supplies from Corunna were wanting. 'Hie Coriiinissariat 
was by no means on a scale for such measures, and the British 
army was too weak to guard the convoys. 

To retreat to the coast was, therefore, indispensable j and to avoid 
the annoyance of attacks on the rear-guard, and to elnde the Enemy, 
the General resolved to march off that night. 

The difierent brigades were directed to quit the ground at ten 
o'clock at night, leaving fires burning to deceive the Enemy. But, 
owing to the dfu*knes8 of the night, the badness of the roads, and 
mis.takes of the guides, some of the columns did not reach the walls 
of Lugo till two o'clock in the morning. They, however, proceeded, 
thoi^h it rained the whole ni^t, and the following day. 

Before the reserve left Lugo the General published another ward- 
ing, to repress the irregularities of the march. 

' *^ General Orders. 

** Head Suarlen, LugOy 9th January, 1S09. 

** It is evident that the Enemy will not fight this 
** Army, notwithstanding the superiority of hia numbers ; but will 
" endeavour to harass and tease it upon its march. 

*• The G)mmande^ of the Forces requests that it may be earefuUy 
*^ explained* to the Soldiers, that their safety depends solely upon^ 
" their keeping their divisions, and marching with their regiments ; 
" that those who stop in villages,, or straggle on the march,, will 
*• inevitably be cut off by the French cavalry ; who have hitherto 
** shewn Kttl© mercy even to the feeble and infirm, who have fidleu 
'^ into their hands. 
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^^ The anny has still eleven leagues to march^ the soldiers must 
<^ make an exertion to accomplish them ; the rear-guard cannot stop, 
^' and those who fall behind must take their fate." 

Unfortunately, no attempt to preserve regularity on the march 
was altogether effectual. The corps in which there was the least 
straggling were, the Artillery, the Guards, and the Reserve. The 
Artillery consist of peculiarly well-behaved men ; the Guards were 
the strongest bodjrof men in Ae army, and consequently suffered least 
from fatigue : besides, they are strictly disciplined, and their non- 
commissioned officers are excellent. The Reserve was commanded 
by an indefatigable Officer^ and the regiments that composed it were 
admirable. 

On this day's march the first halt was at Valmeda; and, as 
there was no shelter, they were obliged to remain exposed to a 
torrent of rain. The different colupins were ordered to be again 
under arms early in the evening ; but many of the regiments had 
been severely harassed, by beiqg called out by their commanding 
officers, on false alarms. The fatigue sustained and the hardships 
suffered were very great, and scarcely to be endured by the weak. 
Sore feet afflicted many, and rendered it impossible for them to keep 
their ranks ; but others left them from the love of wine, and perhaps 
from worse motives. 

Marshal Soult Avas, however, able to take little advantage of these 
circumstances. The mortifying checks he had received on the 5th 
and 7th of January, and the menacing attitude of the Army on the? 
8th, had alarmed him ; and, by the sudden retreat of the British, sq 
much giound was gained, that ne was completely baffled. For the 
French did not discover the retreat till long after day-light; and 
their cavalry were liot prepared to leave Lugo till after nine in thq 
morning of the 9th. 
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This gave much time, and the only difficulty was the protection 
of the loiterers. The advanced-guard of the Enemy at length came 
up in the evening, and hung upon the .rear. And General Paget, 
with the reserve, was ordered to take up a position, for the protec- 
tion of the stragglers, some miles from Betanzos, where he remained 
all night. 

It was found preferahle that the soldiers should endure the cold 
and rain of a severe night, rather than he exposed to the irresistible 
temptation of the wine-houses in the town. The other divisions of 
the army were quartered in Betanzos. 

So much fatigue had been endured, in the march from Lugo, that 
Sir John Moore halted, on the 10th, . to give the soldiers repose. 
He there published a fresh Order, being unwearied in exertions 
to diminish the irregularities, though he could not entirely restore 
discipline. 

^' General Orders. 

*^ Head Suarters, Betanzos j lOihJan. 1809. ' 

** A GREAT deal of irregularity has arisen from the 
" practice of some Commanding Oflicers allowing Soldiers^ who pre- 
** tend to be bad marchers, to preoede ' their corps. Men of this 
" description, whom commanding officers may think expedient to 
^' send forward, must be placed under an officer, who is held respoa- 
** sible for their conduct. 

(^Memorandum for General Officers^ 

^^ To prevent the renewal of the same scene which the march of 
^^ last night presented, the Commander of the Forces directs that, 
^* previously to the march to-toorrow morning, the General Officers 
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^^ will see their divbions and brigades properly fcnmed ; that they 
^^ wheel th^m by sections; and that, during the march> they pay 
^* constant attention to the preservation of that order." 

A letter was received on the 11th of January from Mr. Frere, who 
is endeavouring to be of use. 



3ir. Frere to Sir John Moore. 

" SIR, Seville, Dec. 28///, at night, 180S. 

^' The inclosed intelligence appears to me of such 
" importance, that, though I should hope that there could be little 
*^ doubt of your having already received it from other quarters, I 
have thought it right to send off a courier with it, with the pro- 
mise of. a reward in proportion to his dispatch. 
*^ There is nothing in the state of things here which can make it 
worth while to detain him. I am endeavouring to persuade the 
*^ Government to take some steps for securing the great towns in 
** this province, instead of relying upon the defence of military posi- 
^^ Iboqs, with peasants dressed in uniform. There are 10,000 in 
" Despena Penos; of whom 6000 only are armed. You will see that 
^^ the siege of Bareekma has been raised. The beaten army have, 
^^ however, re«assemUcd at a very short distance. , 

In La Mancba there seems to be a beginning of something like 
enterprize, and a disposition to worry the Enemy as far as is in 
their power. I am not yet able to make any report upon the sub- 
** ject of the dispatches of the 10th, from Lord Castlereagh^s Office. 
^^ Orders- are sent^ as you desire, to the Juntas of CStidad Rodrigo, 
^^ Salamanca, and 2iamora, for putting those towns in a state of 
^^ temporary defence, and arming the inhabitants. 
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* *^ I have proposed (I hope with your approbation) that th6 saoie 
** measure should be eitended to Toro, and even t6 Astorga. 

^* Believe me, with great truth and respect, 
'' Sir, 
^* Your most obedient humble servant, 

^^J. H.FafeBB.'' * 

Here we perceive Mr. Frere striving, a little, too late, to check 
the progress of the Enemy, by fortifying the provincial towns, and 
by raising up the formidable obstacles which he described in such 
energetic terms in his letter from M erida- He expected, I suppose, 
that this pkn would now be realized. Salamanca, Zamora, Toro, 
and Astorga, afe to be surrounded with bulwarks; and not to be 
overcome by tRe French but at the price of their blood. For 
Mr. Frere had certainly forgotten he was in Spain in the nineteentn 
century; dtid, by a poetical flight, had transported himself to Greece 
during the invaeion of Xerxes. When he awakened from this trance, . 
he must have been astonished to learn that not one of these towns 
eiver made the least shew of resistance, but most servilely opiened 
their gates, and the inhabitants bowed their heads, at the approach 
of the first French patrole. 

To give a just idea of the real state of the country, we shall tran- 
scribe a passage of a letter from a very sensible Officer of En^neers, 
who was sent by Sir John Moore to survey the roads in Carabria, 
and td endeavour to rouse up the people there to make an effort. 
The letter is a Report to the General froin the Capital of the district, 
dated LaPuebla, 1 st January 1809. 

" With respect to the defence of this place, which I am instructed 
" to promote^ I can give your Excellency no reasdn to eKpect ^at' 

D D 
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** any will be made. There is no laurtilfery, no garrison^ nor arms 
^^ for the townsmen. The Spanish soldiers now here (about 700)- 
aie merely on their way to the Marq^i8 de hi Romana ; and as to 
any neighbouring passes^ there are no people whom I can call 
upon to occupy them^ or should expect to^ defend them, however 
naturally strong they may be; for I see na people who are think* 
ing of the Enemy^s advance with any sentiments beyond passive 
dislike, and hopes of protection from God and the English Army/^ 



Si 
u 

€€ 
it 
U 



Hiis is a natural description of the dispositions of the Spaniards, 
from an. observing man. 

On the 1 1th of January the Army marched from Betanzos^ which 
was the last day ^s journey. There was a bridge at the outside of the ' 
town, which was attempted to be blown up. The Enemy's cavalry 
tried to interrupt this j but they were driven back by the 28th re- 
giment. 

Sir John Moore, being anxious to examine the positions near 
Corunna, left the Reserve under General Paget, and proceeded from 
Betanzos with the main body of the Army. He passed every regi- 
ment, and addressed the Commanding. O0icer of each ; observing to 
them, that there was no particular post for a Commanding, Officer^ 
who ought to range on the front, flank, and rear of his regiment ^ 
&at hia eye should be every where ; and that all straggling should 
be prevented by the activity of the Officers. 

This march was conducted with much moxe regularity than on 
former occasions; yet eight or nine stragglers were detected, who 
had preceded the column,, and had taken possession of a house,, and 
the wine contained in it. They were seized, and brought prisoners 
to the General : on which he halted the Army ; and the Command- 
ing 0£Bicers of the re^ments, and the Captains of the companies, to 
which the prisoners beijonged,, were sent for; Their haversacks were 
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searched, to discover if they contained plunder; and he enquired how 
long the men had been absent from their regiments. 

An Officer replied to Sir John, that one of the prisoners, not being 
able to march nvith the column, had been sent on before, according 
to the GeneraTs Orders. 

Sir John answered, ^^ that when he gave out Orders he considered 
*^ £hat he addressed them to Military men ; for, were he to write 
every detail, no Orderly Book could contain them ; that the man- 
ner of obeying such an Order was, to form up such men as were 
*^ unable to march with the regiment, and place them under the 
" diarge of an oflStcer or a non-commissioned officer; but, undoubtedly, 
** they should not have been sent by themselves, to follow their own 
** discretion. Sir,'* continued he, " had I found plunder in Ae pos- 
<< session of this man, he must have been condemned to death; and 
" you would have been tbexattse of his guilt.'* 

Sir John rode on t6 Gorunna, and viewed all the positions in the 
neighbourhood. The Guards and General Fraser's brigade were 
quartered in the town; General Hope's division in the suburbs; itod 
General Paget, with the reserve, at £l-Burgo, near the bri(%e of 
the Mero, and in the villages on the St. Jago road. 

This bridge was destroyed ; and it was thought proper to destroy 
another^ higher up the river ; but, by an unfortunate accident, the 
superintending Officer of Engineers lost his life by the explosion of 
the mine. 

Hie Army had now reached the sea«port from which they were 
to embark ; but adverse winds had detained the transports, or the 
whole would have been quickly on board in safety. Only a few ships 
lay in the harbour ; in which some sick men, and some stragglers, 
who preceded the Army, calling themselves sick, immediately 
embarked. 
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The British Army thus arrived at CoruuQa entire and unbroken ; 
and^ in a military point of view, the operation viraa successful aod 
splendid* Nearly 70,000 Frenchmen, led by Buonaparte, with 
a great superiority of cavalry, had endeavoured in vain to sur- 
round or to rout 26,000 British. Two hundp^d and fifty loile^ 
of . country had been traversed ;( mountnins, defiles, and rivers, 
had been crossed, in daily contact with their Enemy. Though often 
engaged, even their rear-guard was never beaten, nor thrown into 
confusion ; but was victorious in every enoounter. 

Much baggage undoubtedly was lost, an^ aomi? three-pqunders were 
abaj[i4<^^ I hut nothing was taken by force. What was left wa9 omng 
tq the death of wfiggon^hprsea an^ mule^j and not to their etcort ever 
being defeated. The courage and menacing attitude maiqtaipedi.by 
the cavalry »nd reserve were su£^cient always to repel and oy»a.we 
the advanced-guard of the Enemy ; an4 at Lugo battle was offered 
by this handful of British t6 three, divisions of French, commvided 
by their Marshals* This challenge was declined ; and the imfKression 
it piade^, enabled the British to terminate their march. almost un^ 
disturbed. 

In fine, neither Napoleon nor the Duke pf Dalmatia won a piece 
of artillery, a standard, or a single military trophy, from the British 
Army. 

The greatest d;»nger was still to be incurred: the portion ai 
Corunna was found to be extremely bad, the transports were: not 
arrived, and the Enemy were appearing on the heights. Some 
experienced General Officers, of excellent judgment and distin* 
guished valour^ were so impressed with the melai^choly aspect of 
alBsdrs, as to consider the state of the Ai*ttiy almost desperate* 
Tliey thought it their duty to represent to the Commander of the 
Forces the little probability there was of being able to resist the attacks 
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of a¥i !l^nemy oanooniding and pduting lipon them from the htlls, 
while they were wdkir^ for shipping. And even should the irans^ 
ports (arri^e^ to embark in the.fece of a superior Eiiemy doiild not 
be- accomplUh^d. without an enormous loss. From these reonsider*^ 
atioos they counselled Sir Jdhn Moore. to send to the Duke of Dal-* 
fnatia, and propbse to enter into terms with him^ to permit the British 
army to emhariL unmcdested. 

Sir John Moore withouta moment's hesitation rejected this advice. 

It has' excited a natural siuprisie; why the BHtish army did not retire 
upon J^errol^ wid ende&Vouir te sav^^ at leaart, the Spanish Fleet from 
felling into the hands of the French ^ UnfcMrtunately^ there was not 
that mutual cordiality between the two nations to admit of such a 
measure. ' It was well kni>\vn that the Sjianiards Vould not admit tihe 
British within the gates of Ferrol, nor into any other Naval afsenaL 
This put it out of the quesiion.' But had the Spaniards been bistter 
disposed^ the h'arbout of Fferrol is so winding and commanded by such 
h^h grounds, that the transports oould never have got out. 
: The French y^ese seen next morniii^ (January 12) moving m fbret 
<m the opposite fiade <)f the Tiver Mora They took up a position near 
the vilkge PeriUo oil the left fladk^ aad occupied the houses along 
the rivevc while Sir Juhn was incessantly occupied in preparing for 
the defence of his post^ and making e^ery arrangement for the em^ 
badkation of the troops. .The Gdnerals^ and evei^ Officer of the 
anny^ were now in full exertion to restiire/discipline and regularity td 
the troops, which were receiving such refreshments as oould be pro^ 
cured in that place, and .some repoae ibom their toils^ 

Qn the 13th of Jaaauary Sir IHtvid Baisd marched out of €k)ranna 
with hid divisim, to occupy the piosition on the swelHng grouxids^ 
and to remain out all night. i 

Sir John now completed his examination of every plot of gvmmd in 
the neighbourhood. 
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Had the army considted of double its force, by occupying Ae range 
of hills situated about four miles from Corunna^ they could have de- 
fended themselves against very superior numbers. But this position 
was found much too extensive ; for the right and left flanks must 
have been exposed to be turned ; and the Enemy could have pene- 
trated to Corunna, especially by the right flank. The possession of 
these high hills was therefore obliged to be given up to the Enemy; 
and the British were tinder the necessity of occupying a second range 
of much inferior heights. Disadvantageous as this position was, 
it was preferable to leaving it also to the Enemy, and contracting 
the posts close round the town. For, had that been done, the Enemy 
would have approached so near the shore that every movement would 
have been seen, and the embarkation would have been rendered quite 
impossible. 

Sir John Moore therefore determined, that •one division under 
General Hope should occupy a hill on die left, which commanded 
the road to Betanzos, but the height of which decreased gradually 
towards the village of Elvina, taking a curved direction. Sir David 
Baird's division commenced at this village and bending to the right, 
the whole formed nearly a semi-circle. The rifle corps on the right 
of Sir David Baird formed a chain across a valley, and communicated 
with General Eraser's division, which was drawn up near the road to 
Vigo, and about half a mile from Corunna. The reserve under Msjor- 
General Paget occupied a village on the Betanzos road, about half a 
mile in the rear of Greneral Hope. 

Sir John Moore had been on horseback from day-break to make 
every arrangement for battle. He returned about eleven in the fore- 
noon, exhausted with fatigue, and sent for Brigadier-General Stuart, 
and desired him to proceed to England, and explain to Ministers the 
tfkuaJtion of the army. 
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He said a vessel would convey him^ but he was so tired he wbs in* 
capable of writing ; but that General Stuart being a competent judge 
of every thing, required Ao letter. 

He then rested^ and took some refreshment ; and, two hours aftet-^ 
wards, the vessel not being quite ready^ nor Geneval Stuart gone, he 
called for paper ^ind wrote off his last dispatch to Government *. 

On the 14th of January the Enemy commenced a cannonade on 
the left, near the road to El-Burgo»; the British Artillery returned 
this fire with great effect,, and at last compelled the Enemy to draw 
off their guns. 

There was found on a hill' on the outside of the British posts a ma- 
gazine of 4000 barrels of gunpowder, which had been brought from^ 
England, and was uselessly left in store, while the Spanish armies 
were without ammunition. The General cH*dered that as many bar- 
rels as possible should be conveyed to Corunna, which, for want of 
carts and mules, was a small portion, and that the rest should be 
blown up. The explosion was tremendous,, and shook Corunna like 
an earthquake. 

In the evening the transports from Vigo hove in sight, which gave 
the troops the agreeable prospect of being ag^in enabled to return to 
their native shore. 

January 15th the Enemy advanced to the height where the- maga- 
zine had been blown up, and opposite to the position of the British. 

The rifle corps skirmished with the Enemy's light troops on the 
right. 

In the evening Colonel Mackenzie of die otb^ commanding the ad-^ 
vanced post on the left, perceived two- of the Enemy's cannon not far 
distant He imagined that by a sudden attack he might surprise^ 
ihem. He accordingly rushed forward gallantly with a part of his 

* Vid^ Appendix, F F. 
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regiment ; but in crossing a field this enterprising officer was shot^ 
and the attack failed. 

In forming the disposition for action, Sir John found that from the 
nature of the ground much artillery could not be employed. He di- 
rected that seven six^pounders and one howitzer should be placed 
along the line, and four Spanish guns were kept as a reserve, to he- 
advanced to any point where they might be useful. The rest of the 
airtillery were all Embarked this day. 

When the out-p6sts became quiet, the General was busily occupied 
with Colonel Murray, Quarter- Master General ; Lieutenant-Colonel 
Andersoa^, of the Adjutant-General's department ; and the Naval 
Offic^ra, in making aarrangements for the embarkation ; which was 
fixed for the jicact evening. But both on this day and on the 14th 
the^jfipV^ artillery, dismounted cavalry, and horses were incessantly 
emha^kwg. 

Sir John Mopije had this day the pleasure of receiving another 
letter, from .Mr. Frere,: communicating the efforts he had made to 
check the advance of the French- 

Mr. ¥ftTe to Svr John Moore. 

" SlBi ScviUe, Jarti 2nd, 1805. 

c€ XJpoN the receipt of your letter of the 23d, infbrm- 
•' ing me of your march upon Carrion, I wrote to the Duke of Infan- 
** tado, who was at Cuenca with a force superior to that which the 
"French had left in Madrid, urging him, in the most pressing man- 
'^ ner, to make a forward movement upon that capital. I left this 
" letter with the Jtinta, by whom it was agreed that corresponding 

* Brigadier General Clinton, Adjutant- General, fell sick, and Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel Anderson acted in his stead. 



Digitized by 



Google 



209 

^* instructions should be sent to the Duke by the^Minister of War. 
*' It was likewise agreed, that similar orders should be forwarded at 
*^ the same time to the Marquis of Palacios. 

^^ I have the honour to transmit a copy of them, which has been 
*' since communicated to me ; and, though I find them by no means 
" so pressing as I could have wished and expected, I have still thought 
" they were of sufficient importance to justify tny forwarding them 
^^ to you. 

^* I have the honour to be, with great truth and respect, Sir, 
^* Your most obedient humble servant, 

'^ J. H. Frbrb/* 

There is no letter of Mr. Frere's undeserving of attention ; this is 
distinguished by urbanity in the expression, and energy in the matter. 

It is here announced, that he has written to the Duke of Infantado 
to urge him to march towards Madrid. 

This was unquestionably done with the view of relieving the British 
army : for as Sir John Moore by threatening the comhranicatioiis 
of Madrid had drawn upon himself the whole French force ; so Mr. 
Frere, by writing to the Duke of Infantado to threaten Madrid itself, 
might hope to recal part of that force from the British army. 

But there was a material difference between the activity of Mr. 
Frere and Buonaparte, in their proceedings. For Bmonaparte was 
informed of the advance of the British on the 16th of December :* on 
the 18th his troops were in motion, and on the 2nd of January he 
had reached Astorga, with above 65,000 men ; having marched 300 
miles to surround the British. 

Mr. Frere, on the other hand, got the same intelligence something 
sooner ; and on the 2nd of January, when Buonaparte had reached 
his destination, he wrote a letter to the Spanish General with a view 
to stop him. Mr. Frere's letter had certainly little influence in check- 
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iDg Ac £m{feMr ; but it might persuade the Secretary of State that 
he had done his utmost * 

On the morning of the 16th of January the French posted on the 
hills were apparently quiet; no firing was heard: and the prepara- 
tions for embarking the army beipg now completed^ the General re- 
solved to accQjiiplish it that night r 

Orders were given that the transports should receive on board the 
troops of every corps, as fast as the boats came along side. It was 
intended to sail to 'Vigo, and there shift the troops into their proper 
ships. 

This last Order was then issued out 



^^ General Ordebs. 



I <c 



' *^ Head ZtULiiersy Corunna^ leth Januaiy, 1809. 

*^ TH&.ComfQahder of the Fofces directs that Com- 
^^ nianding Officers' of Regiments will, as soon as possible after they. 
einbar)c;> make thmse Ws -aoquainted with t)ie names of the ships 
^^ in which the men of their re^ments are embarked, both sick and 
^^ convalescent : and that they . wiU make out the most correct states 
V of their respective corps : that they will state the number of sick 
</ present, also those left at different places : aad mention at the back 
^ of the return where the men returned on command are employed.'' 



About noon tbue General sent for Coldnel Anderson, to communi- 
cate his final instructions respecting the embarkation. He directed 
dftat he must continue to send sick men, h<Mi»es, and ba^age aboard 
iSie slups as quickly as possible : but that he wished all the boats to bo 
disengaged at four in the afternoon ; for he intended, if the French 
doA not move, to begin' embarking the reserve at that hour. And 
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that he would go out himself, as sbon as it was dark, to' send'in the 
troops by brigades in the order he wished them to embark. He con- 
tinued transacting business until a little af^r one o'clock, when his 
horse was, brought He then took leave of Colonel Anderson,, say- 
ing, ^^ Remember, I depend upon your paying particular attention 
^^ to every thing that ccxicems the embarkation ; and let there be as 
^ little confusion as possible/' ... t 

He mounted his horse in good spirits, and set off to visit the but-; 
posts, and to explain his design to the General Officers. 
« He had not proceeded far on the road towards ihe position of the 
drmy, when he received a report from General H<^, ".that, the 
<^ Enemy's line were getting under arms ;" which was confirmed by 
a deserter who came in at that moment. Sir John expresised the 
highest satisfaction at this intelligence ; and only regretted that there 
would not be day>light enough to profit sufficiently from the advan- 
tages he anticipated asi Cei^tain. ' ' . . ' 

He struck spurs into his horse, and flew to the field. The ad- 
vanced piquets were already beginning to fire at the Enemy's light 
iToops^ who were pouring rapidly down the hill on the right wing of 
the British. • i ;» 

The army was drawn up in the order of battle he had planned ibree 
days before, and was fiUed with ardour. The General surveyed them 
with pleasure ; and examined carefully the movements; of tlie FrencH 
columns. ' In a few minutes he dispatched alxkiost all his Staff Officers 
with orders to the Grenerals at the different points. t 

General Fraser, .whose brigade was in the rear, was conmmnded ' 
to move up5 and take his position on the right; and General Paget 
'was ordered to advance with the reserve to support Lord William 
Bentinck* 

The Enemy, now commenced a destructive cannonade from elevep 
heavy guns, advantageously planted on the hills. 
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Four strong columns of French were seen moving from their posi- 
tion. One advanced from a wood, the other skirted its edge^ and 
both were directed .towards the right wing, which whs the weSakest 
point. 

A third column approached the centre ; and the fourth was ad- 
vancing slowly upon the left along the road from El-Burgo. Be- 
sides these, there was a fifth corps which remained half way down 
the hill, towards the left. 

It was the opinion of Sir John Moore, that the presence of the 
Chief in Command near to the point where the great struggle occurs^ 
is often most useful *. He probably thought it peculiarly requisite 
to follow this rule here, as the position of his right wing was bad} 
and if the troops on that point gave way, the ruin of the aimy was 
inevitable. 

Lord William Bentinck's brigade, consisting of three incompara«* 
ble regiments, the 4th, the 42d, ^and 50th, maintained this dtager- 
ous post. The GuiEirds were in their rear ; and, to prevent the right 
being tamed, Captain Napier was dispatched to desire General Paget 
to bring up tfce reaerve to tibe right of Lord William Bentlnck. 

Sir David Baird leading on his division had his arm shatter^ with 
a musket ball ; and was forced to leave the field. 

Thi French artillery plunged from the heights, and the two hostile 
lines of infantry mutually advanced, beiieath a shc^wer of balb. 

They were bGII separated from each other by stone wralls and 
hedges, which intersected the ground : but as they closed it was per^ 
oeived that the French line extended beyond ihe right flank of the 

* Perhaps Sir John Moore learnt this doctrine from the practice of o^e of his 
Masters in the art of War, Sir Ralph Abercrombie, under whom he commanded 
the reserve in Egypt ; and though he possessed his full confidence, yet he told the 
author, that m the hottest fire he usually found Sir Ralph at his elbow. 
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British ; ,wid a body of the Enemy were observed moviDg up the val- 
ley to turn it. An order was instantly given, and the half of the 4th 
Begiment, which formed this flank, fell back, refusing their right, 
and making an obtuse angle with the other half* In this position 
they commenced a heavy flanking fire ; and the Gener»li watching the 
manceuvre^ called out to them^ " That was exactly what I w?inted to 
^* be done/' 

He then rode up to the 50th regiment, epmoianded by Majors 
Napier and Stanhope j who got over an inclosure in their front, and 
charged mo^t gallantly. The General, ever an. admirer of valour, 
exclaimed, " Well done the fiftieth I . ^vell doqe^ my Majors^ !" Th^ 
drove the Enemy out of the village of Elvina, with great slaughter. 
Jn this conflict Major Napier, advancing too far, wa^ wounded in 
several places^ and taken prisoner ; and Major Stanhope unfOTtunatefy 
received a mortal wounds . . > 

Sir John Moore proceeded to the 42d, ftddisa^ng them in these 
words, *^ Highlanders, cfmemfoer JBgypt'' They rushed OB; driving 
the French before them^ tifl they were stopped by a wal^L Sir John 
accompanied them in this charge, « and told the seidiei^ r that he.w^v^ 
*^ well pleased with their conduct*' 

He 'qent Captain Hqrdinge^ to* order up. ». battalion of Guards to the 
left flank of the Highlander^'; upon which th»df&fia commandin]^ 
the light company cbnceiyed th«t,»,jas. their iw»0iupitiQn was nearly 
expended, they were. to be JoeJieyed by thej Guards, aod began to fell 
hack; but Sii: John ^discovering, the mistake, saidtojthem^ ^* My 
^* brave 42d, join y<mr qonyr^ii, ammunition h loowng, and you have 
^^ your bayonets.'* They inWantly obeyed, and aU moted forward* : 

* Sir John used this expression from having recommended them for the militaiy 
rank they held. The Htonourable Major Stfinhope was second son to Earl Stanhope, 
and i^ephew ta the late Mr. Pitt. The Gerteral entertained a sincere friendship far 
him. 
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Captain Hardinge now returned^ to report that the Guards were 
advancing. While he was speaking, and pointing out the situation 
of the battalion, a hot fire was kept up, and the Enemy's artillery 
played incessantly on the spot. Sir John Mowe was too conspicu- 
ous. A cannon-ball struck his left shoulder, and beat him to the 
ground. 

He raised himself, and sat up with an unaltered countenance, 
looking intently at the Highlanders, who were warmly engaged. 
Captain Hardinge threw himself from his horse, and took him by 
the hand ; then, observing his anxiety, he told him the 42d 
were advancing ; upon which his countenance immediately bright- 
ened. 

His friend Colonel Graham now dismounted, to assist him ; and, 
from the composure of his features, entertained hopes that he was 
not even wounded ; but, observing the horrid laceration and effu- 
sion of blood, he rode off for surgeons. 

The General was carried from the field on a blanket, by a serjeant 
of the 42d, and some soldiers. On the way he ordered Captain 
Hardinge to report his wound to General Hope, who assumed the 
command. 

Many of the soldiers knew that their two Chiefs were carried off, 
yet they continued the fight undaunted. 

General Paget, conformably to his orders, hastened to the right 
with the reserve. Colonel Beckwith dashed on with the rifle corps, 
repelling the Enemy, and advancing on their flank. They .pene« 
trated so far, as nearly to carry one of their cannon ; but were at 
length forced to retire, before a much superior corps, who were 
moving up the valley. General Paget attacked this corps with the 
52d, and some more of the reserve, and quickly repelled it. He 
pressed on to a great distance, dispersing every thing in his front; 
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till the Enemy^ perceiving their left wing quite exposed^ drew it 
entirely back. 

Ihe French then advanced upon the centre^ where Generals 
Manningham and Leith successfully resisted their onset The 
ground there being more elevated, and favourable for artillery, the 
guns were of great utility. Ah eflPort was likewise made on the left, 
which was very unavailing ; for the position on that side was strong. 
But a corps of French took possession of a village on the road to 
Betanzos, from which they continued to fire. On which Lieut. -Col. 
Nichols boldly attacked the village with some companies of the 14th, 
and beat out the Enemy with loss. 

Light now began to fail, and the French had fallen back on every 
point; yet the roaring of cannon, and report of musketry^ continued 
till dark. 

The victory was complete, and gained under many disadvantages. 
The British had been much reduced by the multitude of sick, by the 
loss of stragglers, and by those employed in necessary duties ; and 
General Craufurd's detachment was now at Vigo; so that not quite 
15,000 men were brought into the field. The French also were 
greatly diminished by the length of the march, the severity of the 
weather, and their losses in the various defeats they had previously 
sustained ; yet, according to the report of the prisoners, their three 
divisions amounted to fiill 20,000 men. Besides this great superi- 
ority of numbers, their position was far more favourable, and their 
cannon was of much heavier metal ; which, being planted on the 
hills, fired down on the British with great advantage* Yet, by. 
the daring courage of the troops, by the skilful disposition of the 
army, and by the manoeuvres during the action, the French w^ 
entirely discomfited. 

The loss of the British in killed and wounded was between seven 
and eight hundred men; and General Hop^ conjectured that the £ne* 
my had lost about double that number ; but Major Napier, when a 
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prisoner, learnt from the French Generals, that iStieit loss was up- 
wards of three thousand men. This was owing to the quick firing 
and steady aim of the Britisli troops ; the French veteran officers 
declaring, they had never been in such a fire in their lives. 

The darkness of the night made it impossible to pursue the Enemy ; 
and General Hope, weighing the circumstances under which the 
British Army was placed, and the reinforcements which could soon 
be sent to the French, considered that it would be impossible to re- 
tain his position long. A succession of attacks from fresh troops 
must ultimately overwhelm the British. He, therefore, judged 
that the only prudent step that could be taken was to proceed to 
embark the Army. 

At ten o'clock at night he ordered the troops, by brigades, to 
move from the field, and march to Corunna. Strong piquets were 
left to guard the ground, and to give notice if the Enemy ap- 
proached. 

Major-General Beresford commanded £he rear-g^ard, of about 
2000 men, to cover the embarkation. He occupied the lines in firont 
of the town. And Major General Hill was stationed, with a corps 
of reserve, on a promotitory behind the town. 

The boats were all in readiness, and the previous measures had 
been so well concerted, that nearly the whole Army were embarked 
during the night; 

The piquets were withdrawn before day-lig-ht, and immediately 
Carried on board the ships also; so that nothing remained ashore 
except the rear-guard. 

The French had no disposition to renew the engagement; but 
^en the morning rose, and they saw that the British were ^one, 
they pushed on their light troops to the heights of St. Lucia. 

In the forenoon (January 17th) they got up some cannon to a 
rising ground near the harbour, and fired at the transports. Several 
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of the masters were so much frightened^ that they cut their cs^bles^ 
and four of the ships ran aground. T^e troops of these ships werp 
put on board others, and the stranded vessels were buriit Theresi: 
of the fleet quitted the harbour. 

At. two o'clock General Hill's brigade embarked under thfe cika- 
del ; and during that night, and the following morning, General 
Beres&rd sent off all the sick and wounded, whose condition ad-. 
mitted of their being removed ; and, lastly, the rear-guard got inia 
the boats^ without the slightest effort being made by the Enemy to 
interrupt the embarkation. 

The whole of this difficult operation was so well conducted as to 
reflect much, credit upon the superintending Officers, both of die 
Navy and Army. 



As many persons will receive a melancltt>ly gratification from read- 
ing, th^.partienlara of the last moments of the life of Sir John Moore, 
such inoidrats as ate audientic shalLbe commumcated. 

The following letter from Captain Kardinge describes his fall. 






The circumstance^ which took pkboe immediately after the iiatal 
blow whi^b de{3Kived thi^.Army of its gaUant Commander, Sir John 
^^ JVfoore, are of too interesting a nature not to be made public, for 
<< tl\e admiiiation: of* his countrymen^ But I trust that the instances 
^^ of fortitude, and heroism of whick I was a witness may also have 
^^ jui^tl^ effji^ct, tha^t of affording' some consolation to his relatives 
" and friends^ 

*• With this feeling I have great aatSifection in^ committing to paper, 
'^ aceoii^Qg to.yow^deaire^ the following relatiori. 

F F * •• 
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^^ 1 had been ordered by the Commander in Qiief to deaue a faat- 
'^ taKon of the Guards to advance ; which battalion was at one time 
*^ intended to have ^slodged a corps of the Enemy finom a large 
<' house and garden on the opposite side of the valley ; and I was 
pointing oat to the General the situation of the battalion^ and onr 
horses were tcmching, at the very moment that a cannon-shot 
from the Enemy's battery carried away his left shoulder and part 
** of the coUar-bone, leaving the arm hanging by the flesh. 
* ^' The violence of the stroke threw him off his horse, on Us back. 
Not a muscle of his face altered, nor did a sigh betray the least 
'^ sensation of pain. 

I dismounted, and, taking his hand, he pressed minis fordbly, 
casting his eyes very anxiously towards the 42d regiment, which 
was hotly engaged ; and his countenance expressed satisfaction 
^^ when I informed him that the regiment was advancing. 
. ^^ Asnsted by a soldic^ of the 42d, he was removed a few yards 
*^ behind the shelter of a wall. 

^^ Cokinel Graham Balgowan and Captain Woodford about this 
^' time came up j and, perceiving the state of Sir John's wound, in* 
^^ stantly rode off for a surgeon. 

'^ The blood flowed fast ; but the attempt to stop it with my 
^' sash was useless, from the size of the wound. 

^^ Sir John assented to being removed in a blanket io the rear. 
^^ In raising him for that purpose, his sword, hanging on the 
^' wounded side, touched his arm, and became entangled between 
'^ his legs. I perceived the inconvenience, and was in the act of 
^^ unbuckling it from his waist, when he said, in his usual tone 
^^ and manner, and in a very distinct voice, ^ It is as well as it is, J 
^^ had rather it should go out of the field with me.' 

" Here I feel that it would be improper for my pen to venture 
to express the admiration with which I am penetrated in thw 
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'^ faithfully recording this instance of the invincible fortitude, and 

^^ military delicacy^ of this great man. 

He was borne by six soldiers of the 42d and Guards, my sash 
supporting him in an easy posture. 

Observing the resolution and composure of his features, I caught 
at the hope that I might be nustaken in my fears of the wound 
being mortal j and remarked, that I trusted when the surgeons 
dressed the wound^ that he would be spared to us, and recover. — 

^^ He then turned his head round, and, looking steadfestly at the 

" wound for a few seconds, said, * Noy Hardivge^ I feel that to he 

" impossible.* 

** I wished to accompany him to the rear, when he said, ^ You need 

" not go with me. Report to General Hope that I am wounded^ 

" and carried to the rear.* 

^^ A Serjeant of the 42d, and two spare files, in case of accident, 

" were ordered to conduct their brave Greneral to Corunna ; and I 

" hastened to report to General Hope. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

« H. Hardinge/' 

The tidings of this disaster were brought to Sir David Baird when 
the surgeons were dressing his shattered arm. He instantly com- 
manded them to denst, and run to attend on Sir John Moore. When 
they arrived, and offered their assistance, he said to them, " You 
** can be of no service to me, go to the soldiers^ to whom you may 
'' be usefuV* 

As the soldiers were carrying him slowly along, he made them 
turn him round frequently^ to view the field of battle, and to listen 
to the firing ; and was well pleased when &e sound grew fainter. 

A spring wa^on bearing Colonel Wynch wounded from the 
battle came up. The G>lonel asked, ^' who was in the blanket^'' 
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tod being *tokl it was Sir John Moore, he wished him to be placed 
in the waggon. The General asked one of the Highlanders, whether 
he thoiight the waggon or the blanket best ; who answered, that 
the blanket would not shake him so much, as he and the other 
soldiers would keep the step, and carry him easy. Sir John said, 
" I think so too.'' So they proceeded with him to his lodgii^ 
ki G>runna, the soldiers shedding tears as they went. 

In carrying him through the passage of the house he saw his ^th- 
&i servant Francois, who was stunned at the spectacle. Sir John 
said to him, smiling, " My Friend j this is nothing J^ . 

Colonel Anderson, for one-and-twenty years the fiiend and com- 
{>anion in arms of Sir John Moofe, wrote the morning following 
this account, while the circumstances were fresh in his memory. 

** I met the General, in the evening of the 16th, bringing in 
^^ a blanket and sashes. He knew the immediately, though it was 
" almost dark, squeezed me by the hand, and said, ^ Anderson^ 
" dovLt leave me.^ 

He spoke to the Surgeons on their examining his wound, but 

was in such pain he could say little. 

" After sotAe time, he seemed very anxious to speak to me, 
" and at intervals got oUt as follows : ^ Anderson, you know 
" that I have always wished to die this way! He then asked, 
" ^ Are the French beaten?* which he repeated to every one he 
" knew, as they came in. * / hope the People of EngUmd will 
^^ be satisfied! — / hope my Couniry will do me justice !\ — 
*^ Anderson^ — ycu wUl see my friends as soon as you can.— Tell 
" them^ — every thing. — Say to my mother!^ — Here his voice quite 
** £saled, and he was excesnvely agitated.- — ^ Hope — Hope — I have 
" much to say to him, — hut — cannot get it out — Are Colonel Gra* 
" hanh—and all my Aides-de-Cdtnp well? (a private sign was made 
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" by Colonel Anderson not to inform him that Captain Burrard *, 
^^ one of his Aides-de-camp, was wounded in the action.) — * I have 
<^ made my tnll, and have remembered my servants.^-^Colbome has 
*^ wy UfUli'-^and all my papers.^ 

*^ Major Colbome then came into the room. He* spoke most 
*^ kindly to him, and then said to me, * AndersoHy remember you go 

" to and tell him it is my request^ and that I expect he will give 

" Mqfor Cof borne a IdeutenJarit^Cohnelcyi-^lte has been long with 
" mi, — and I know htm most worthy of it.' He then asked Major 
*^ Colborhe, ^ jfihe li^ench were beaten?'^ And, on being told thejr 
^^ were on evei*y point, he said, * It 's a great satisfaction Jhr me to 
*^ hum we have beaten the French. — Is Paget in theroofA ?^ On 
" my telling him, no; he said, ^Rememher me to him.*^It*s General 
^^ Paget I mean — he is a fine fellow. — Ifeelmysehf so strong — / 
^^fetLr I shall be long dying. — JR is great uneasiness'^ It is great 
^^'pain. — Every thing Francois ^ays-^is right. -^^I have tkegreafesi 

coT^dence in htmJ' 
He thaiiked the Sjafgeons £ar their trouble. Captains Percy itnd 
^^ :Stdi]Ji;ope, two of his Aidc8^e^cani|)s^ then came into the room, 
^^ He spoke kindly to both, and a^ked Percy f,ifaU his Aides-de^ 

camp were well ? 
After tome intenral.be said, ^ Stankopellir^emember me to your 
M sistbr.^ He pressed my'lutod cloie to his body, and in a f^w mi- 
^* nutes cKed without a strufi^e^ : ; . 

'' This was every syllable he uttered/ as f^r as I can recollect, 
'^ except ai9dkijigodcaBM>Dally'to;!be {daced'in'an easier posture. 

"P. ANDisBSON, lieut.-Col.'' 

* Son of Sir Harry Butrard^ a prooaising young officer, who died two days 
afterwards of his wound. 

t The Honourable Captain Percy, son of Lord Beverley. 

t The Honourable Captain Stanhope, third son to Eari Stanhope, and nephew 
to the late Mr. Pitt. 
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From a sentiment of veneration that has been felt in every ag-e, 
the corpse of a man who has excited admiration cannot be neglected 
as common clay. This impression leads mankind sometimes to treat 
an inanimate body with peculiar respect ; and even to bestow upon it 
unfelt honours. 

This was now the subject of deliberation amiong the military firiends 
of Sir John M oore^ who had survived the engagement ; when G>- 
lonel Anderson informed them^ that he had heard the General re- 
peatedly declare^ ^^ that^ if he was killed in battle^ he wished to be 
'^ buried where he had fallen !'' General Hope and Colonel Graham 
immediately acceded to this suggestion : and it was determined that 
the body should be interred on the rampart of the Gtadel of Corunna* 

At twelve o'clock at night the remains of Sir John Moore were 
accordingly carried. to the Citadel by Colonel Graham^ Major Col- 
bome^ and the Aidea-de-Camp, and deposited in Colonel Chraham's 
quarters. 

A grave wiBts dug by a party of the ]^ Regimenf ^ the Aides-de- 
Camp attending by turns. .. No coffin could be*procured, and ihe body 
was.neves* undressed, but wiHtpt ikp by the Officers of his Staff in i 
military cloak and blankets. 

Towards eight o'clock in the morning some firing was heard. It 
was then resolved to finish the interment, leat a serious attack should 
be made ; on which the Officers would be ordered away, and not suffisred 
to pay the last duties to their General*.. 

The officers of his &mily bore the body to. the grave; the funeral 
service ^^as read by the Chaplain, and the corpse was covered with 
earth. 
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It Is not for a brother to delineate a character where the wannest 
affections were united with such a grandeur of soul as to create a de- 
lusion in his family^ and almost to persuade them that his mind^ like 
the forms of Grecian sculpture^ approached to ideal excellence. 

Their testimony cannot be received. But the high estimation he 
was held in by the most celebrated Generals and Statesmen of the 
period in which he livedo mark. him to have be^n an extraordinary 
man. 

Those who have run their course^ but who live in our memories^ 
shall alone be cited. 

That eminent soldier Sir Charles Stuart, first remarked the con- 
spicuous valour and abilities of Lieutenant G>lonel Moore, and pointed 
him out to his Sovereign and his Country. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie n^xt selected him for his friend, and 
wielded him as his sword. 

Then Marquis Cornwallis, when serving in Ireland, conferred upon 
him (though one of his youngest Generals) the most important com* 
mand in his army. Thus did three of the greatest British Gennals 
of the age intrust Sir John Moore to achieve those enterprises which 
demanded the most daring resolution and consummate mUitary know* 
ledge ; and, by an uninterrupted train of success, he surpassed their 
expectations. 

He never courted Ministers, nor sought for pre-enunence by mean, 
solicitations. Bui when sent for, or employed by them, he behaved 
with the deference due to their station^ and expressed his Oj^nions 
with the candour that ^as becoming himself. 

Mr. Pitt was struck with his actions, and soUcited his acquaintance. 
The esteem he had pre-conceived augmented in proportion to the in- 
timacy that was formed. He consulted him on Military afiairs, and 
on several important occasions yielded to his judgment This con- 
fidential intercourse continued tUl the death of that statesman. Had 
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he lived, and still continued to superintend the Councils of Govern- 
ment, the reasons which drew forth this work never could have 
existed ; for his conduct to\yards the Naval and Military Commanders 
whom he made choice of, was always just and noble. 

During the short time Mr. Fox was Minister, he likewise expressed, 
in his energetic manner, the highest consideration for this. General* 

When it^was in agitation to appoint, him (pompiander in Chief in 
India, Mr, Fox sent for him; and with characteristic frankness told 
him, ^' he could not give his consent : that it was impossible for him, 
^^ in the state in which Europe then was, to send to such a distance 
" a General in whom he had such entire confidence." 

Mr. Fox did not survive long : but those distinguished Noblemen 
and Commoners who belonged to that administration, or \yho were 
politically attached to that Minister, have emulously an4 most elo- 
quently exerted' themselves, that due hbnours might be paid. to the 
memory of the chosen General of Mr. Pitt. 

The guardiah solicitude witK which the King watches oyer the 
honour ahd interest of his Army, has been conspicuous thrpugh the 
whole of nfs relgh. Moofe was an Officer whom his Majesty noticed 
early, and cherTshed consfaptly ; and wnea'he w-as a3sailed by 
powerful undermining intrigues,, ever afforded! him his B^yal Pro- 
tcictiori. ' ' ' ' 

The ungenerous persecution continues beyond the Grave : but his 
Sov6reign Ifie wails his death with deep sorrow j defends his Fame, 
which he valued above life ; and holds him up bj proclamajtion as an 
example to the British army. For as soon as the troops returned 
from Spain, the following address was promulgated. 
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^^ General Orders. 
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The benefits derived to an army from the example 
^< of a distinguished Commander do not terminate at his death ; 
^^ his virtues live in the recollection of his associates^ and his fame 
** r^nains the^ strongest incentive to great and glorious actions. 

" In this view, the Commander in Chief, amidst the deep and unl- 
" versal regret which the death of Lieutenant-General Sir John 
" Moore has occasioned, recalls to the troops the Military career of 
" that illustrious Officer for their instruction and imitation. 

*^ Sir John Moore, from his youth, embiuced the profession with 
" die feelings and sentiments of a soldier ; he felt, that a perfect 
** knowledge, and an exact performance of the humible, but important 
^* duties' of a Subaltern Officer are the best foundations for subsequent 
^^ Military fame ; and his ardent mind, while it looked forward to 
** those brilliant achievements for which it was formed, applied itself 
with energy and exemplary assiduity to the duties of that station. 
" In the sdhool of regimental duty, he obtained that correct know- 
ledge of his profession so essential to the proper direction of the 
gallant spirit of the soldier j and he was enabled to establish a cha-' 
racteristic order and regularity of conduct, because the troops found 
*^ in their leader a striking example of the discipline which he en- 
^* forced on odiers. 

" Having risen to command, he signalized his name in the West 
" Indies, in Holland, and in Egypt*. The unremitting attention 

* In enumerating the scenes where Sir John Moore conspicuously distinguished 
himself, Corsica and Ireland have been forgotten. 

^ In Corsica he stormed the Convention Fort, and the outworks of Calvi, which 
was followed by the conquest of the Island. 

In Ireland he gained the battle of Wexford, which wa$ the prelude to the sup- 
pression of the Rebellion. 
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*^ wi& which he devoted himself to the duties of every branch of his 
'* profession obtained him the confidence of Sir Ralph Abercrombie ; 
^^ and he became the companion in armd of that illustrious Officer, 
'^ who feli at the head of his victorious troops, in sLn atstidn which 
^^ maintained our national superiority over the afms of France. 

^^ Thus Sir John Moore at an early period obtained, >^ith general 
^^ approbation, that eonspicuous station in which he gilx^ously temii- 
^' nated his useful and honoUi%ble life. 

^^ In a Military character, obtained amidst the dangers of dimate, 
'^ the privations incident to^ service, aiyl the stiiFtriogs of repeated 
^^ wounds, it is difficult to sdect any oM poinit as a preferable subject 

for praise : it eschibits, however, one feature so |)articiilarly ehanc^ 

teristic t)f the man, and so important to the best interests of the s^r*' 

vice, «hat the Commander iti Chief is pleased «c^.mierk it with hi^ 
^^ peculiar approbation* 
. ^^ The life of Sir Jolm Moofe Wa» spent among the troojps. 

^^ During the setecfn of repose, hia time was devoted to tho care 
^^ and instruction of the Officef snA Soldier ; in War, he courted ser- 
" vice in every quarter of the globe. . R^ardtess of piettenal con^^ 

siderationsj{ he esteemed that to which his Countlry called htm the 

post of honcAir, and by hli undau^t^ ^irit, and uneonquerable 

perseverance,, he pointed the way to victory. 

His Country, the object of his latest solicitude,- vnil rear a Mo^ 

iniment to Ins lamented memory ; and the Commander m Chief 
^ feels he is paying the beist tribute to his feme by tfans holding lam 

fo^h as an example to the Army. 

^ By Ortle* of his ftoyaT Higtiriess the Commander in Chief, 

*' lE^ARRY Calvert, Adj.-Gen. 

« jtlorse Guards, Feb. 1, 1809>' 
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Dotaning Street, January 24, 1809. 

The Honourable Captain Hope arrived late last night, with a Dis- 
patch from Lieutenant-General Sir David Baird to Lord Vis- 
count Castjereagh, one of His Majesty's Principal fibcretaries 
of State, of which the following is a Copy. 

^^ MY LORD . ai$M^stsfs«^ipViU€4cJP.0ns, 

^fBiuib» mp»hrhmw^ 4e<rth of U^xflmv^*^ 
<< Qeofiial Sir John Moore, who f^ m 4istio9 wiUi the JSijiegty on 
^^ the 16th iiisbuity it hw b^MWA my duty tp a^qwixxtt jmt h9?i^ 
^* Bhip,. thftt the Fi^Mh Mmy outta^jied ti^ British ^^ps ux th? ff»^ 
^^ doa they occnpii4ia fy^mt of C^niQilia^ ^t 9^vt tw^ o*4ocV If^^ 
^^ aftunooA 'Of that day. 

^' A severe wounds whkh cpmp(^e4 me <» qwt the ^Id ^ shpvk 
^^ time previous to the fall of Sir Johp M^T^ oUi^es fXke jtio psfes 
^^ yoor Xavdahip lor ^e particulws pi the a^tipn, which '^^ long 
^^ and ohsdyiately ooatcisti^, to th» in^Oflisd r^pior^ of |4eii^Bwi» 
Genend Hof>e, who succeeded to th$ €oii)maQd of the a/*my, s^id 
to whose fd}inty j$i«d e:$eriMixs in dkeq^ou of the anlei^t ;se4 ^^Mui 
unconqufiotahk F»iour of Ihs M^^esty'^ troops, is to be attributed, 
under Providsiice, the sweeps of the iday, whiqh terminated in the 
complete and eatire repidae aivl defeat of the Enemy at every point 
^' of attadk. 
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^* The Honourable Captain Gordon, my Aide*cle«Cainp, will have 
" the honour of delivering .this dispatch, and will be able to give 
*' your Lordship any further information which may be required. 
" I have the honour to be, &c. 

** D. Baird, Lieut-Gen. 
^^ Right Hon. Lord VUamnt Castlereagh. 



f^ Sis Majesty s Ship Audacious^ off Corunna^ 

* ' January 18, 1809. 



a 



In compliance with the desire contained in your 
^* communication of yesterday, I avail myself of the first moment I 
'^ have been able to command, to detail to you the occurrences of the 
^ action which took place in front of Corunna on the 16th instant. 

^^ It will be in your recollection, that about one in the affcemoon of 
" that day the Bnemy, who had in the morning received reinforce- 
^^ m^nts, and who had placed some guns in front of the right and lefi 
^^ of his line, was observed to be moving troops towards his left flank, 
^^ and forming various columns of attack at that extremity of the strong 
^^ and commanding position which on the morning of the 15th he had 
" taken in our immediate front. 

** Hiis indication of his intention was immediately succeeded by 
*^ the rapid and determined attack which he made upon your division 
^^ which occupied the right of our position. The events which oc- 
" curred during that period of the action you are fully acquainted 
" with. The first effort of the Enemy was m«t by the Conmiander of 
^^ the Forces, and by yourself, at the head of the 42nd regiment, and 

the brigade under Major-^Greneral Lord William Behtinck. ' 

^* The village on your right became an object of obstinate contest. ' 
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^^ I lament to say^ tibat soon after the severe wound which deprived 
the army of your services, Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore, 
*^ who had just directed the most able disposition, fell by a cannon 
^^ shot. The troops, though not unacquainted with the irreparable 
^^ loss they had sustained, were not dismayed, but by the most deter- 
mined bravery not only repelled every attempt of the Enemy to gain 
ground, but actually forced him to retire, although he had brought 
up fresh troops in support of those originally engaged. 

The Enemy, finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the 
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f * right of the position, endeavoured by numbers to turn it. A judi- 
<^ cious and well-timed mov^oient which was made by Mcgor-General 



Paget, with the reserve, which corps had moved out of its canton* 
ments to supj^rt the right of the army, by a vigoroua attack, de- 
f^ feated this intention. The Ma|or-6ena:al, having pushed forward 
the 95th (rifle corps) and 1st battalion 52d regiments, drove the 
Enemy before him, and in his rapid and judicious advance, threatened 
^^ the left of the Enemy's position. This circumstance, with the 
position of Lieutenant-Greneral Eraser's division, (calculated to 
give stiU further security to the right of the line) induced the Enemy 
^^ to relax his efforts in that quarter. 

They were however more forcibly directed towards the centre, 
where they were again successfully resisted by the brigade mider 
Major-General Manningham, forming the left of your division, 
and a part of that under Major-General Leith, forming the right 
*^ of the division under my ord^s. Upon the left, the Enemy at first 
•* contented himself with an attack upon our piquets, which however 
^^ in general maintiuned their ground. Finding however his efforts 
^^ unavailing on the right and centre, he seemed determined to render 
<^ the attack upon the left more serious, and had succeeded in obtain- 
^' ing possession of. the village through which the great road to Ma- 
[^ diid passes, and which wa3 situated in front of that part of the line. 
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'' From tills po^t, liowever, he W3s socm /expelled^ with considerable 
^' loss, by a gallant attack of some compaaiea of the 2iid battalion 
'^ 14th regiment^ under I^utenant*Colonel Nieholb ; before five in 
^^ the evening, we had not only suecessfully repelled every attack 
'* madi^ upon the position, but had gained ground in almost all points, 
'^ and QQcupied a more forward line than at the commencemeni of 
^' the actiooi whilst the Epemy confined his operations to a c^nonade, 
'^ and the fire of his light troops, widi a view to draw off his odier 
^^ corpst At six the firing ceased. The different brigades wore re* 
assembled on the ground they occupied in the morning, and the 
piquets and advanoed posts lesumed their original stations. 
^' Notwithstanding the decided and marked superiority which at 
^^ this moment the gallantry of ^ troops hadi giv^n ihem ovfir an 
^^ Enemy, who from his numbers and the commanding advantages of 
his position, no doubt expected an easy victory, I did not, on re« 
viewing all circumstances, conceive that I should be warranted in 
departing fi*om what I knew was the fixed and previous determina- 
tion of the late Commander of the Forces^ to withdraw the army on 
the evening of the 16th, for the purpose of embaikatioo, the pre« 
^^ vious arrangements for which had already been made by bis order, 
^^ and were in fetct far advanced at the commencement of the action. 
^^ The troops quitted their position about ten at night, with a degiee 
^^ of order that did them credit. The whole of the artiUwy that re- 
^^ maiaed unembarked, having been withdrawn, the troops fallowed 
^^ in the order pnescribed, and marched to their respective pmnts of 
^^ embarkation in the town and neighbourhood of Corunna. The 
piquets remained at their posts witil five on the morning of the 17^^ 
when they were also withdrawn with similar orders, and without 
'^ the Enemy having discovered the movement. 
- ^^ By the unremitted exertions of Captains the Honourable H. Cur* 
f^ 2on, Gosseiip, Boys, Eaiiuer, Serret, Hawkins^ I^ig^^ Carden, 
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*^ and Mackenzie, ol the Royal Navy, who, in pursuance of the or- 
^* ders of Rear Admiral de Ckmrcy, were entrusted with the service 
*^ of embarking the army ; and in consequence of the arrangements 
^^ made by Commissioner Bowen, Captains Bowen and Shepherd, and 
"the other Agents for Transports, the whole of the army was em- 
^* barked with an expedition which has seldom been equalled. With 
^< the exceptioii of the Brigade under Major-Generals Hill and 
^^ Beresford, which were destined to remain on shore, until the move- 
" ments of the Enemy should beeome manifest^ the whole was afloat 
before day-light. 

" The brigade of Mi^6r-General Bei^ford, \vhich was alternately 
to form our rear-^guartl, occupied the feind froilbt of the town of Co- 
runna ; that under Major-General HiU was stationed in reserve on 
the Promontory in rear 6f the town. 

The Eniemy pushed his light troops towards the town soon after 
eight o'clock in the morning of the l^th, and shortly after occupied 
*^ the heights of St Lucia, which command the harbour. But, not- 
withstanding this circum8taii6e, and the manifold defects of the 
^* place ; there .being no apprehension that the rear-guard could hi 
^^ forced^ andth^ dispoditioft of the Spaniards appearing to be good, 
** the embarkation of Majw-General Hill's brigade was commenced 
" and completed by thnfte in thfe alWrlooii ; Major-Geheral Beresford, 
*^ with that s^eal and ability which is so well known to yourself and 
•* iike whole army, having ftdly explcdned, to the satisfaction of the 
'* Spa^^itsh Governor, the nature of o«ir movement, and having made 
** every pteviotis arrangement, withdrew hi^5 corps from the land-front 
** of the town soon aft^r dark, and *^as, with all the wounded that 
** iiad not been pnsviotisly moved, embarked before one this morniogl 
" Circumstawces foi4>id us to indulge the hope, that the victory 
'* with'^Aidvit has pleased PJrovicfence to efown the efforts of the 
•' aa?my, cm be attended with ahy Vei^ briffiant consequences to Greai 
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^' Britain. It is clouded by the loss of one of her best Soldiers. It 
'^ has been atchieved at the termination of a long and harassing ser- 
^* vice. The superior numbers, and advantageous position of the 
^' Enemy, not less than the actual situation of this army, did not ad« 
^' mit of any advantage being reaped from success. It must be how- 
" ever to you, to the army, and to our Country, the sweetest reflec-* 
'^ tion that the lustre of the British arms has been maintained, amidst 
" many disadvantageous circumstances. The army which had en- 
^^ tered Spain, amidst the fairest prospects, had no sooner completed 
'^ its junction, than owing to the multiplied disasters that dispersed 
** the native armies around us, it was left to its own resources. The 
^' advance of the British corps from the Duero, afforded the best hope 
" that the South of Spain might be relieved, but this generous effort 
^* to save the unfortunate people, also afforded the Enemy the oppor* 
^* tunity of directing every effort of his numerous troops, and ccHicen* 
^^ tratiug all his principal resources, for the destruction of the only 
" regular force in the North of Spain. 

^^ You are well aware with what diUgence this system has been 
** pursued. 

^^ These circumstances produced the necessity of rapid and harass^ 
^^ ing marches, which had diminished the numbers^ exhausted the 
^^ strength, and impaired the equipment of the army. , Notwithstand- 
^^ ing all these disadvantages, and those more immediately attached 
^^ to a defensive position, which the imperious necessity of covering 
^^ the harbour of Corunna for a time had rendered indispensable to 
^^ assume, the native and undaunted valour of British troops was 
^^ never more conspicuous, and must have exceeded what even yofur 
^^ own experience of that invaluable quality, so inherent in them, may 
^' have taught you to expect. When every one that had an opportu- 
^^ nity seemed to vie in improving it, it is difficult for me, in making 
^^ this report, to select particular instances for your approbfttioQ* 
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The corps diiefly engaged were the brigades under Major-Generals 
Lord William Bentinck^ and Manningham and Leith; and the 
brigade of Guards under Miydr-General Warde. 
^^ To these officers^ and the troops under their immediate orders, 
the greatest praise is due. Major-Greneral Hill and G)lonel Gttlin 
^^ Craufordy with their brigades on the left of the position, aUy snp- 
^^ ported their advanced posts. The brunt of the action fell upon the 
^^ 4th, 42d, 50th, and 81st regiments, with parts of the brigade of 
^^ Guards, and the 26th regiment. From Lieutenant-G>lonel Mur* 
^^ ray, Quarter-Master-General, and the Officers of the General 
^^ Staff, I received the most marked assistance. I had reason to re- 
^' gret, that the iUness of Brigadier-General Clinton, Adjutant-Gene- 
ral, deprived me of his aid. I was indebted to Brigadier-Greneral 
^^ Slade during the action, for a zealous offer of his personal services^ 
although the cavalry were embarked. 

The greater part of the fleet having gone to sea yesterday even- 
ing, the whole being under weigh, and the corps in tlie embarka- 
^^ tion necessarily much mixed on board, it is impossible at present to 
lay before you a return of our casualties. I hope the loss in num- 
bers is not so considerable as might have been expected. If I was 
obliged to form an estimate, I should say, that I believe it did not 
exceed in killed and wounded from seven to eight hundred ; that of 
the Enemy must remain unknown, but many circumstances induce 
me to rate it at nearly double the above number. We have some 
prisoners, but I have not beep able to obtain an account of the 
" number ; it is not, however, considerable. Several Officers of 
^* rank have fallen or been wotmded, among whom I am only at pre- 
^^ sent enabled to state the names of lieutenant-Colonel Napier, 92d 
^^ regiment. Majors Napier and Stanhope, 50th regiment, killed ; 
" Lieutenant-Colonel Winch, 4th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel 
" Maxwell, 26th regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fane, 59th regiment^ 
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^' Lieutenant-Colonel Griffith, guarda, Majors Miller tod Williams, 
Slet regiment,' woupded. 

To you, who ar^ well acquainted with the excellent qualities of 
" lieutenant-Geperal Sir John Moore, I need not expatiate on the 
^} loss the army aiid his Country have sustained by his death. His 
*^ fall has deprived nje of a valuable friend, to whom long experience 
*^ of his worth had sincerely attached me. But it is chiefly on public 
** grounds that I must lament the blow. It will be the conversation 
^* of every one who loved or respected his manly character, that, after 
^^ conducting the army through an arduous retreat with consummate 
^^ firmness, he has terminated a career of distinguished honour by a 
^' death that has given the Enemy additional reason to respect the 
** name of a British Soldier. Like the immortal Wolfe, he is 
" snatched from his Country at an early period of a life spent in her 
" service ; like Wolfe, his last moments were gilded by the prospect 
^* of success, and cheered by the acclamation of victory ; like Wolfe 
^* also, his memory will for ever remain sacred in that Country which 
^^ he sincerely loved, and which he had so fisdthfiilly served. 

^* It remains for me only to express my hope, that you. will speedily 
^^ be restored to the service of your Country, and to lament the un- 
fortunate circumstance that removed you from your station in the 
V field, and threw the momentary command into far less able hands. 
^^ I have the honour to be, &c. 

" John Hope, Lieut-Gen. 
^^ To ZtieutenanU General Sir David Bairdy 
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APPENDIX. 



Fhnn Lord Cdstlereagh to Sir John Moore, K. B. fyc. 8fc. 8^c. 

sm^ Dawfung^ Street, Kth September, ld08. 

His Majesty having determined to employ a corps of 
his troops^ of not less than 30>000 infimtry and 5^000 cavalry^ in the 
North of Spain, to co-operate with the Spani^ armies in the expulsion of 
the French from that kingdom, has been graciously pleased to entrust to you 
the Command in Chief of this Force. . 

The Officer commanding His Majesly^s forces in Portugal is directed to 
detach, under your orders, a corps of 20,000 infantry, together with the 
Eighteenth and Ring*8 German Regiment of Light Dragoons, now at Lisbon, 
and a^ due proportion of artillery ; to be joined by a corps of above 10,000 
men which are now assembling at Falmouth ; the detail of which you will 
receive herewith enclosed. 

The Cavalry will be sent from hence, upon the return of the horse- 
transports from the Tagus, some time since ordered ; and it may be expected 
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to arrive before the rest of the corps can be assembled and equipped to take 
the field) 

It has been determined to assemble this force in the North of Spain^ a» 
the quarter where they can be most speedily brought together, and that to 
which the exertions of the Enemy appear at present to be principally directed. 

As- it will require considerable arrangements before a force of this mag- 
nitude can be enabled to take tKe ^Id, and as it is not deemed advisable 
that it should be partially committed against the Enemy, before the whole 
can be assembled and rendered completely moveable, it has been thought 
prudent to send that part of this army which is to proceed from hence to 
Corunna, rather than to disembark any part of it, in the first instance, at 
any position more advanced towards the Enemy. 

It will be for you to consider on what points in Gallicia, or on the bor- 
ders of Leon, the troops can be most advantageou3ly assembled and equipped 
for service, from whence they may move forward as early as circumstances 
shall permit ; and k is left to your judgment to decide whether the whole 
of the infantry and artillery shall be transported from Lisbon by sea to Co- 
runna, or wh^thfir a proportion shall be marched through Portugal to that 
destination. i . . 

T*he Cavalry you will of course direct to move by land ; and if the 
hol*ses for- the artillery can take the same route, so as to admit of the whole 
of the horse-transports being returned to England, it will tend much to ac- 
celerate the arrival of the cavalry from hence^ . . 

' It will be necessary to concert with the Commissary General (Mr. Ers- 
kine), who will be attached to the service of your army^ the best means of 
assembling an adequate aupply of horses and mules for rendering, your army 
jnoveable. And that this may be effected with more dispatch, it may be 
advisable to draw your supplies from different parts of Spain, and not alto- 
gether to depend upon Gallicia ; which has been considerably drained of its 
resources by the equipment of General. Blake's army. 

A Deputy Commissary (Mr. Assiotti) has been dispatched with Colonel 
Hamilton of the Waggon-train into the Asturias, to procure such horsea 
and mulee as that Country can furnish ; and he is directed to report the pro- 



Digitized by 



Google 



gress of his purchases to yott. When you hare ascertained the number of 
dmft-cattie of different descriptions that you will require for rendering your 
army moveable (which you will feel it important to restrict within the nar- 
rowest compass^ consistent with the efficiency of your corps), you will be 
enabled to regulate the purchases made by the several ttgents i and should 
you deem it necessary to procure the support of His Majesty's Minister (Mr. 
Frere) who is now proceeding to the Central Gbvertiment, to facilitate these 
purchases, you will address yourself to him on this subject ; or to any of His 
Majesty's Civil or Milittiiy agents now employed in the respective provincea 
of Spain. 

I inclose for your information, a statement of the various equipment!^ 
which have proceeded with the respective corps now on service in Portugal, 
which^ subject to the waste that has smce taken place, trill enable you t6 
judge of the means immediately within your reach, for the eqiilptnent of 
your army, 

I also send a similar statement with respect to the corps assembling at Fal- 
mouth, under the orders of Lieutenant General Sir David Baird; whatever 
suppKes you may wish to receive, not therein included^ vrill be immediately 
forwarded from hence. 

With respect to provisions, the principle uipon which 1 haVe acted has been 
to send three months* provisions in victuallers* with every corps that has 
moved ; exclusive of the provisions in their transports, which may be ave- 
raged at about ten weeks' additional consumption. 

This supply, aided by the cattle to be procured for the troops when on 
shore, may be deemed as considerably exceeding a supply for six months ; 
and as provisions for 20,000 men for three months are ordered to be em- 
barked, and constantly kept up as a depdt here, there vrill be no difficulty 
in sending you, at the shortest notice, such supplies as you may think may 
be more conveniently introduced by Sea, and for which you may not think 
it prudent to depend on the resources of the country. A large proportion 
of biscuit has been sent in the victuallers, that you may be relieved from 
the inconvenience of baking when the troops are in motion. 
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With respect to the plan of operations on which it may be most expedient 
to employ your troops, when assembled and ready for service, there will be 
full time before your equipments can be completed for concerting this with 
the Commanders of the Spanish armies. 

I shall lose no idme in forwarding to you from hence, such information as 
I may have been enabled to collect And I am to recommend that you will 
take th^ necessary measures for opening a communication with the Spanish 
authorities for the purpose of framing the plan of the campaign, on which it 
may be advisable that the respective armies should act in concert. 

His Majesty has been pleased to direct, that the command on which you 
are employed should be considered as a distinct and separate one from that of 
Portugal : but you will continue to communicate with the Officer in the 
Chief Command at Lisbon, and act in concert with him as may be most for 
ihe advantage of His Majest/s service. 

I have the honour to be. 
Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 

Castlereagh. 
To lAeutenant-Oeneral 
Sir John Moore, K.B. 8fc. ^c. ^c. 
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Letter Jrom Lord Casttereagh to Lord William Bentinck. 

MY LORD, Londm, 30ik Sept 1808. 

As the dispatches received from Sir Hew Dalrymple yesterday^ 
leave me no room to doubt^ that this letter will find you out at Madrid, 
I deem it advisable that you should be apprised of the arrangements that 
are in progress for affording military succours to the Spanish nation. 

Mr. Frere^ who proceeds as Minister t^ the Central Government in a few 
days^ will be directed to make « formal communication on this subject ; but 
you willj in the mean time^ make such use of the information I send you, as 
you may think fit^ to make the Spaniards feel how eagerly His Majesty 
desires to contribute to dieir deliverance. 

The amount of force which it is proposed to employ in Spain will fall 
very little short of 40,000 men : it is to consist of 30,000 infantry, rank and 
file; 5,000 cavalry, and the necessary proportion of foot and horse artillery^ 
wa(g;on train, &c : the whole to be assembled under the orders of Sir John 
Moore, on the borders of Gallicia and Leon; from whence they may operate 
in the open country, as soon as the necessaiy proportion of horses and mules 
can be procured to render them moveable, leaving it to the Spanish armies, 
not having a due proportion of cavalry, to act on their flanks in the moun- 
tains. 

Sir David Baird, with 19,000 men, is ordered to sail for Corunna; — Sir 
John Moore is to move the remainder of the force required to complete 
the 30,000 infantry from Portugal, either by land or sea, as he may find 
most convenient^ sending Ae two regiments of cavalry, under my brother, 

II 
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through the interior ; the rest of the cavalry will be sent from hence as 
speedily as circumstances will permit. 

It would have been more satisfactory^ had our army been equipped for 
service^ to have disembarked at St. Andero, or some other point nearer the( 
]Snemy ; but^ as it is of equal importance to the Spaniards as it is to us^ 
that this army should not be partially committed or brought into contact 
with the Enemy, till the means of moving and following up an advantage 
are secured ; and as the navigation on the coast of Asturias becomes ex* 
tremely precarious towards the close of the year, it was the decided opinion 
of all military men, and of none more than the Marquis de la Romana, 
whose sentiments on this subject are stated in the accompanying memo- 
randum, and will be expressed on his arrival in Spain, as fully approving of 
the decision that has been taken to make Corunna our principal I>ep6t, 
and to operate from thence. To render the Northern provinces the more 
secure whilst our army is assembling, and to co-operate with the other 
Spanish armies in circumscribing 4he £nemy*s positions on the Ebro, the 
Marquis has determined to proceed with his own corps, amounting nearly to 
10,000 men, to St. Andero ; and he proposes, on his arrival there, by the 
incorporation of the armed peasantry of the Asturias and the Montagna, ta 
augment their numbers to, at least, 20,000 men ; which, with the Asturian 
army and Blake*s, will carry the force in that quarter to 60 or 70,000 men, 
exclusive of the armies operating towards the front or left of the Enemy's 
line. I am not enabled to send you any precise calculation of the number of 
horses and mules we shall want. The cavalry, artillery, and waggon train 
will be provided from hence; the stores and baggage of the army, the 
Commissariat, &c. must be equipped in Spain. I have sent a Commissary 
into the Northern provinces to collect what dsm be had. Sir David Baird is 
directed, on his arrival, to equip his corps, if possible, from the resources of 
Gallicia and the North of Portugal. Sir John Moore, when he has arranged 
the movement of his army from Portugal, wiJJ, probably, superintend in 
person the equipment on the spot. I have only, in the mean time, to re- 
quest you will communicate with those in authority, on the best means of 
rendering this important force serviceable as early as possible ; that you will 
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furnish Sir John Moore with every information and 'assistance; and thsk 
you will cause orders to be sent into the provinces of Gallida, and to facili- 
tate the equipment of the army, and ensure them a good reception. 

The Marquis of Romana has written to make his Government perfectly 
understand the princijdbs upon which our decision, has been taken, and t6 
explain to them why they must not e^cpect the British troops to. take the 
field in detached corps. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

Castlereagh. 

Major General 
Lord WiUiam Bentinck. 



C. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagk 

MY LORD, IM^,9tkOciober,190B. 

I HAD the honour to receive, on the evening of the Sth instant; 
your' Lordship's letter of the S5th September, comniunicating i& me, that 
His Majesty had been graciously pleased to entrust to me the Conlmand itl 
Chief of a corps of troops, not less than 30,000 infantry and 5,000 cavalry^ 
which His Majesty had determined to employ in the North of Spain* * I beg 
your Lordship will convey to His Majesty the high sense I have of the 
honour conferred upon me'; and thatyou will assure His Majesty, that I 
have nothing more at heart than the good of the service, that my best ex- 
ertions shall not be wanting to promote its success, and I can only be happy 
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in pmportkm at I shall be able to fdfil his Majesty's wishes, and to justifyy 
in any degtce, the trust he has been graciously pleased to repose in me. 

I shall take antearly opportunity to communicate with your Lordship on 
the various matters ccmtained in your last dispatches, dated the '35th and 96th 
ftptember. *At pkesent I can do little more than to acknowledge dieir 
fedeipit, and tp state that it is my intention, as it was that of Sir Harxy 
Burrard, to move with the troops from this on Almeida and Ciudad 
Rodrigo ; this, your Lordship will obserw by Lord William Bentinck*s 
letter of the -id October, is recommended by the Spanish CSenerals ; and 
I think it preferable, for many reasons, to a movement 1^ sea to Corunna, 
which at this season would be tedious and uncertain; and where the 
country, already exhausted by General Blake*s army, will, perhaps, scarcely 
be able to supply the equipment required^ to enable the corps, under Sir 
David Baird, when landed, to move forward. 

The march from this will be by three routes, Coimbra, Guarda, and I 

Alcantara ; one regiment will begin its march the day after to-morrow in 
the direction of Coimbra, and all may be forwarded to a short distance, in 
their diflferent routes, in the course of a week or ten days ; but when they 
will be able to proceed further, or to pass the frontier of Portugal, it is 
impossible for me, at this instant, to say ; it depends upon a knowledge of 
country which I am still without, and upon Commissariat arrangements 
yet unmade ; but every effort shall be made by me, and those under me, 
tosMJccinpKsh m desirable an object before the rains set in. I cannot con- 
clude without mentioning tlie very great aasistaoce I leceiv^ from Sir Harry 
B^nvd| who acts with a degree of candour, of which few people would he 
eapalde under luch eirciimrtanoe!!. fle seems, on this oooasion, to put 
himsetf aside, and to give emuy thing to me, and to a service he thinks the 
nost important, with as nMch liberality as if he himself wete personally 
€O«tf5W0ed m the conduct of it. 

I have the honottt to he, &c. 

John Mookv. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Litbm, 9th Od. 1808. 

I AM honoured with your Lordship^s letter, private, which ac- 
companied the public dispatch of the «5th September. I am veiy sensible 
of your Lordship^s attention to me on this occasion. I shall avail myself 
of the permission you are kind enou^ to give me to correspond with you 
unofficially, and shall communicate, without reserve, every thing that can 
give you pleasure, or, in any degree, contribute to promote the public service. 
The great object at present is to get the troops out of Portugal before the 
rains set in ; but, at this instant, the army is without equipment of any 
kind, either for the carriage of the light baggage of regiments, artillery stores. 
Commissariat stores, or other appendages of an army ; and not a magazine 
is formed in any of the routes by which we are to march. The few days 
which Sir Harry Burrard held the command only enabled him to ascertain 
his wants, but not to remedy them. I mention this circumstance in the 
first place, because it is a truth ; and in the next, to prevent your Lordship 
from being too sanguine, as to the probable period of my reaching ,the • 
North of Spain. It is^ my intention to forward from this to Almeida as 
much ammunition and artillery stores as I can ; and to form there also a 
depdt of provisions and other stores. Whatever comes with Sir David Baird* 
and from England, may be landed, or remain on board a ship at G>rUnna, 
to be forwarded from thence to such place, in that line, as may hereafter 
be judged most fit; but as yet I have no information from Madrid, but 
what is contained in Lord William Bentinck's letter of the 3d October.^ 
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I shall, probably, have an opportunity of writing to you very aoon ; but 
I hope your Lordship will have the goodness to excuse me for not entering 
upon further details at present, occupied, as I must necessarily be, in entering 
upon a command of such importance, and in the necessary arrangements for 
the march I am about to undertake. 

I have the honour to be, 3cc. 

John Moore* 



E. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord CastlereagL 

MY LORD, Lisbon, IBih October, 1809. 

Since I had the honour to address your Lordship on the 9th 
instant, I have received your Lordship's letter, marked private, of the 30th 
September, inclosing copies of your instructions to Sir David Baird, and of 
your letter to Lord William Bentinck ; a statement of transports, and a p^per 
of the Marquis of Romana upon the line of march from Corunna into Cas- 
tile. I immediately wrote to Sir David Baird, to inform him of my inten-^ 
tion to march the whole of the troops by land, and to prevent his sending 
round the transports from St. Andero to Corunna ; but had I wished to send 
any part of the army by sea, I could havetione it without the aid of these 
transports, as there still remains here, after the embarkation of the French, 
tonnage for 13,000 men. I have received letters within these two days 
from Lord William Bentinck, from Madrid, of the 8th instant, in which he 
mentioned that the Spanish Government had been thrown into a considerably 
d^ree of alarm, in consequence of a letter intercepted from the Government 
of Bayonne to Marshal Jourdan, informing him, that between the l6th of 
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October and l6th November, 66,000 infantry, and from 5 to 7,000 cavalry 
would enter Spain. Lord William seems to consider this alarm, upon the 
whole, as salutary, although he gives credit to the contents of the letter ; 
as the former supineness of the Central Council, its confidence and indiffer- 
ence to the existing danger, had been succeeded by a state of great activity. 
The troops from Madrid had been ordered to advance by double marches. 
General Castanos was sent to the army ; and a determination was come to 
appoint Mr. Morla of Cadiz, Minister for the War department, a man, from 
whose ability and energy of character, much benefit was to be expected. 
A letter was also written to Mr. Stuart, by Count Florida Branca, to press 
the immediate junction of the British force. The letters which I wrote, 
both to Lord William and Mr. Stuart, on the 10th, would inform them of 
the succours coming from England, and the measures I was taking to acce- 
lerate the march of the troops. 

It is impossible to be more anxious than I am to get forward ; but it is 
needless to take forward troops without the means to enable them' to act ; 
and however light the equipment I have fixed, yet the difficulty of pro- 
curing it is very considerable; add to this, a Commissariat extremely 
zealous, but quite new and inexperienced in the important duties which it 
now falls to their lot to execute. I am, however, sufficiently aware of the 
importance of even the name of a British army in Spain, and I am hurrying 
as much as possible. The greatest part of the troops are in motion; in 
the course of this week all will, I hope, be clear of Lisbon. . As soon as they 
9xe placed on their difierent routes, and I have concluded the arrangements 
here, I shall leave the conduct of the marches to the Generals conducting 
the different columns, and shall proceed myself direct to Almeida, to deter- 
mine their further movement. 

I have received no report yet of the arrival of Sir David Baird. I expect 
it daily, and have already sent two Staff Ofiicers to join him. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY -LOKD, LUban, l&th October, 1808. 

I WISH I could tttmdunce to your Lordship » greater progress^ 
and that fliit letter had been addressed from any where but from Lisbon. 
All I can assm^ jrbu of is, that I^ am hbounng in my voCirfioti^ and if each 
day does not pfroduce all the eSstt I could wish, or whioh, perhaps, I have 
a right to expect ; yet there is no day which has not produced some, and we 
are accordii^y gettii^ on. In none of the departments is there any want 
of zeal ; httt in some of the important ones there is much want of experienoe, 
^ * * * * * This remark applies particularly to the Com- 
miisstriat, few of whose members have even seen an army in the field. The 
short maritime expeditions in which th^ have beai employed, require but 
mid(tting talents, and give them but little or no experienoe of the operations 
they are now called upon to perform. I have no complaint to make# Mr. 
!Erskine is a clever man, of stiiet inl^^; but still his habite have not 
Jbeen such of late, as to prepare him for a situation, to fill which so much 
abili^ and energy should be united. Mr. £rskine*s character for integrity 
jgaA honour may be of much use at the head of the d^rtmeoit. * * 

« # # # * « * «# * « 

I have only touched upon this subject in my official letter ; but I take 
the liberty 3rou hanre given me to address you privsitely, to impress it seriotsly 
upon your Lordship's attention, as one of the greatest importance. The 
department itself must not be looked to ; in it, I am persuaded, proper 
Ofiicers will not be found ; but men of business and of resource are to be 
found in London ; and it is such men only who are fit for the higher 
branches of the Commissariat. 
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I bav€ ao hope c^ fettiag forward at present with more <jban Ihe^ l^ht 
bagm^ oi the troq^ the aaunmihioQ immtdiatdy aecessaiy fbr die service 
c^ the artillery^ and a very acuity supply of med»mef • The dep6t whacb 
I wish to establish at Almeida, I cannot wait for; but I hope the cxperi^ 
ence which is acquired in setting the troops in motion^ will enable the Com- 
missariat, when we are gone, to forward what is wanted for Almeida. 

llie Ofiicers proposed to be neat from Madrid and the Spanish army, 
are not yet arrived ; but, upon the information I have, I shall proceed, and 
am retarded only by my own arrangement. Money and shoes are the two 
articles we shall be principally in want of; and with respect to shoes, what- 
ever quantities are sent, I should wish they were carefully inspected, as in 
general they are very bad. B. Gen, Sontag came here some time ago 
from Oporto. He shewed me your Lordship*s instructions, to be employed 
in the South of Spain ; but the Spaniards have exji^ressed a dislike to have 
foreigners sent amongst them, though they are pleased to see any JSnglish- 
men. I should, therefore, upon this ground, have thought it proper to stop 
General Sontag ; but it appears to me no longer necessary to employ Officers 
in the distant provinces^ since the Central Goverament is formed at Madrid ; 
with which I shall be henceforwtal in direet cornihUnicatidn. I have, liiere^ 
fore, also put an end to Major Cox^s mission at Seville, and hare ofdered 
him to vetum to his regiment at Cril^Itar; and l believe it wiH be ^ually 
iMeessavy soon to call in the other Officers employed in this manner widi 
<iie )£fierent Spanish armies. I understand that Colonel Doyle recdhred at 
first, ftt>m SMMof the provincial Governments^ the rank of B. General; 
»id lie has now got, from General Blak^ that of Marshal'de Camp, or 
Major GenevaL It strikes me as an impropriety in British Officers^ to take 
rank in a foreigii service widiout tlie Ung^ permission ; and dangat>iis in 
another View, as the hope of such prbmetion may tempt i^m to forget the 
interest of the service for which th^ were sent, and their dutf as Kitish 
Offioersi AtanyAte, I seeno good purpose it can answer ; and when the 
jnnies join it may be troublesome. 

I have At Honour to be, &a 

John Moore. - 
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F. S. I pK^ose to employ B. Geneml Sontag in taking chai^ of the 
sick kfk at UAmi, and in forwarding them to the army when recovered; 
aiid in assisting in forwarding the different articles for the nse of the army, 
and the depdt at' Almeida. 



0. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh 

MY LORD, ii«fto»,«7<A October, 1808. 

Ev^KY thing is now dear <rf Lisbon, except two regiments 
which march tp-n^orrow vaA the day following; and I shall myself leave 
it ma couple of hours. 

I am under the necessity of sending General Hope with the artillwy, 
cavalry, and a corps of infantry, in all about 6,000 men, by the great road 
leading from Badajos to Madrid ; as every ii»for|nation agi^eed, that no otlier 
was fit for the artillery, or could be recoamnended for the cavalry. Thb ia 
a gieat rouadi and wiU separate the cojrps, for a time, from the rest of the 
army ; but there i» no help for it ; the road turns to the left a short 4i«*a»ee 
from Madrid, and leads upon Espinar, from whence it can be directed on 
ValladoUd and Burgos, or whatever other place may be judged hereafter 
best for the assembling of the army.. 

Sir David Baird arrived at Corunna on the 13th instant; but as it had 
not been previously noti6ed to the Provincial Junta, he was npt pwmitted 
to land his troops until an answer was received from Madrid. I have not 
heard from Sir David since that answer was returned ; but I conclude that 
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he UndM oa the 3.1^. I haw written to him to mavch upon Astoi^ a^ 
Mon as hid corps is equipped. With the infantry which marched from this 
direct upon Almeida and Ciudad Rodrigo^ I shall not advance beyond 
Salamanca ; until the corps under Baird and Hope approach Astorga and 
Espinar^ but shall collect them in Almeida^ Ciudad Rodrigo, and Salamanca. 
This, at least, is my intention at present ; and I shall consider myself fortu- 
nate if they reach those places before the first rains, which, in general, last 
six or eight days, and fall so heavy, that, during their continuance, the 
troops must halt. 

I have directed Sir David Baird to form a small dep6t of provisions and 
ammunition at Astorga. I am endeavouring to form one at Almeida ; but 
the difficulty of carriage through Portugal is such, that it is extremely 
doubtful whether it will be formed in time to be of much use. As we ad- 
vance, Corunna must be the place from whence our supplies from England 
ave drawn ; Lisbon and Portugal become then of no use to us. I have, 
however, under present circumstances, and until the army is united, thought 
it right to request Sir Charles Cotton not to send home the transports ; and 
to this he hatf consented, unless he should be otherwise directed from 
England. Some ordnance and other ships should, at any rate, be left «£ 
Lisbon, for the conveyance of such stores and provisions as may be wanted 
to Corunna. 

Colonel Lopez, the Officer sent to me from Madrid, was with me two 
days ; he is now gone to aid General Hope's march. He is very confident 
we shall not want supplies ; and it is upon this general assurance of the 
Spanish Government that I am leading the army into Spain without any < 
established magazines. In this situation nothing is more essentially requh- 
site than money ; and, unfortunately, we have been able to procure here 
very little. Sir David Baird has come without any, and his troops paid only 
to the 34th September; and from this we could Only said him :3^*8,OOOj 
Mr. Erskine has, I believe, written upon this subject, and I should hope 
that a supply was now on its passage. It is my intention as soon as I have 
made the necessary arrangements for the troops at Almeida and Rodrigo, 
&c. to go for a few days to Madrid. No Commander in Chief is yet named. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Md I feat tfie totisequ^nees^ should the French, reinlbreed^ be able to act 
ofienftively, and the different Spanish armies Continue tb be directed by 
a Orancil residing at Madrid. 

I have the honour to be^, ftc 



H. 



Resolution of a Council of War of Spanish Generals. 

Attsntiov bang had to the actaal irtote of penury and want, 
trfaich the Army of the Centre, destitate of Ae most necessary means, id 
snficring; considering also that their efleotiye force is much less than had 
beai wpposed, it is agreed that in die present moment, it dannot be of to« 
tbtaaoe to the Army of the Left, notwithstanding the conviction of die ur« 
gency of such assistance. But it is agreed that the Estremadura troaps> 
which ought to arrive at Bulged on the 0th or 7th of the present month, 
should pass tawards Ona and FViasta support the right of General Blake ; 
and diat then the army of the Centre, leaving a flying corps of observatfon 
OB the right bank of the Ebro towprds Calaorra^ should unite itBctf to tiie 
araay of Arragon, for the purpose of acting offensively, as circumstancea 
may require; this being the best means of remedying the actual state of 
wtsakness, and of accomplishing that system d movements which the com- 
parative state of ours and of the Enemy's force requires. 
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To H: E. Charles Stuart. 

Tio-Supreme Central Junta is assured that nothing is more 
necessary in the actual stat6 of alfiiirs than to unite agamst the common 
Enemy the greatest military force possible, to dislodge him without the least 
delay from the Spanish tertritory, and that it is Expedient that fhe British 
auxiliary troop» uhite, with the great^rt expedition, with the Spanish army, 
in order to co-operate with it; and anxious that the British troops should 
march widi the celerity that ciroumstance» and the interests of the two go- 
vernments require, I am directed by the Supreme Junta to acquaint your 
Excellency with its wishes, so that the march and union of the English, 
troops with our armies may. be acceleratedi as highly favourable to the com- 
mon cause we defend ; requesting your Excellency to take the necessary 
steps to effectuate this, the Supreme Junta is ready to contribute most pow- 
erfully on its part to remove every obstacle, and render every assistance pos- 
sible, and is persuaded that Y. E. on your part will effectually labour for 
the same purpose^ 

I have the honour, &c» 

9 N(n>. AroK^uez. PedRO CeVALLOS» 



MUY SENIOR MID, 

La SupremaJuntit Central reeoiioce que esi la $ituaciot!i actu^&L 
nada es tan nece^sario como reunir contra d Ehemigo comiin fa mayor fii- 
erz^ armada posibile, p' desalofarle sin perder mbihento del territdrio Es- 
paiTol, y que comviene que las tropas Britanicas auxiliares se reun^h al& 
mayor breb^dbd al Elefcito Naeional con cjuie^ hwe obrar de cdnoiorto ; y 
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descarido que las tropas Britanicias marchea con la celeridad que exigen las 

circumstancias y los interezes de ambos Goviemos, tengo orden de S. M« la 

Suprema Junta de manifestar a V. S. sus deseos deque se aocelero la marcha 

y reunion de las tropas Inglesas con nuestros exercitos, como seumamente 

conducente al bien dela cauza que defendemos ; convidando a V. S. atomar 

de comun acuerdo las providencias correspondientes al efecto^ jf la Suprema 

Junta esta pronta contriviun poderosamente por su parte ala remocion de 

todo embarazo, y a &cilitan todos los auxilios oportunos que esten en su ar- 

bitrio^ al paso que se luongea deque V. S. p' su parte con airrira eficarmente 

al mismo intento. Tengo el bonor de ofrecer a V. S. mis deseos de compla* 

cerlo y serverle. Dios gue a V. S. m. a«. Aranjuez 6 de Noviembre del 

l8o8, B. L. M.de.V.S.syalSeg.Ser. 

Pedro CivAihos, 
S(»- Stuarts 



K. 

. Letter from Viscount Castlereagh to Lieutenant-General 

Sir John Moore. 

SIRj Downing Street, U Nov. 1906. 

With the exception of the four regiments of cavalry and two 
troops of horse artillery, which are under orders to embark upon the 
return of the horse transports from Corunna, your army, consisting 
of the numbers stated in the margin *, will, I trust, by the time this dispatch 
shall reach you, have assembled on such points of the Spanish frontier as 
have been concerted with the Spanish Government, and be preparing to 
advance. 

* F^rom Portugal 23,745.— From Epgland 14,561.--Cat|iU7,,aia. to go 3,760.— Total, 4lfi&eL 
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In entering upon service in Spain you will keep in mind that the Britisbc 
army is sent by His Mqesty ^ nn ausiliaiy faroe^ to support the Spanish 
Nation against the attempts of Buonaparte to efl^t their su^ugatioa. 

You will use your utmost exertions, to* assist the Spanish armies in sub- 
duing and expelling the Enemy from the Peninsula ; and in the csonduct of 
your command ypu will conform telhe reguktienshfereafter-stalj^ with 
respect to the question of militsoy iiank^ and your intercourse with, the Go- 
vernment of Spain. ...'-:. • i r 

In framing these Instructums it ts peceasajy distinctly to ph)vide finst^ fov 
the case of the Spanish Govammdutrhaying^eBtruiited; the command of their 
armies to a GeneralissiaH)^ or Commai^r i«i Chief i -a^d. secondly^ to^ the 
case which has hitherto existed^ of disti^ict arBpoe^i^itcb'CQmiAftnddd by' its 
own General. • ' . 

Should the Spanish Government appoint a Co%maud^r in , Chief of. all 
tbfeir armies (the neetesity of which appointment every day*s experience ap-. 
pears to demonstrate) yoa will com^leii yoursdtf HS placed^ under the orders 
4)f that officer: . . > ^ . 

If. the armies of Spain should reibain as they have hitherto done^ under 
their respective chiefs^ the co-operation of the iPi^tish army must^ in that 
case, remain to be settled as a matter of po|^rt by you with the comman- 
ders of the respective armies of, Sps^in, in connepti^^n with whom you may 
be carrying on operations. ' 

..When the officers of the British and Spajnish; armies i^ieet Hi seprice^ th^ 
must ta|:e rank according to the datjes of their respective commissionsi with- 
out reference to the powers from whom thpf^ cofnmissions' are derivec^ pro- 
vided such commissions are at pres^Qt acl^ipwledged by the Supreme Go^ 
v^nn^en^ of Spain. . . ' . • 

^ Xouare to consider that th^ 9riti^]^ f^rce umle^ypur cqpf^iifiand is intended 
to act as a field army^. to be kept together as ifir as the circimistances of the 
war will permit;, and that all orders from |Jbie., Commander in Chiefs pro^ 
ceeding either directly or through hi^ staffs are to b^ M^y^V^, to the .Bntiish 
army through you as its immediate Gonis)an^€[r 3 .^bat it is not tO;be sepa- 
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jMttfd into deUdmientB, nor any detMhmont ta be made ivom it but with 
your eptire concuirenee^ and by your esiprew ^rd^r* It is not to be eu^ 
ployed in garmpns, whereby a material dimimitiofi would be made of ite 
eflbctiTB fltiengtb in the fidd^ nor to be ooeupied iff aieget without your par- 
tioufaur ooMent 

Whenever you shall 4MVMe pcoasion to make any eommunication to the 
Spanish Gowmment^ you ate. to eonespond widi it through the Minister at 
, Madrid, and all communications from the Spanish Govemqient ave to be 
made to> you through the same channel ; and although communications 
dther from the Spanish Goviemment or the British Minister are not to he 
considered; by you as m the tietiire et orders, you will neverthdess receive 
such, requisitions or representatioRs upon all eceaaions with the utmost? 
deference and attention ; and in case you shall feel it your duty^ to dibsent 
from them, you will take care to represent in the ftiUest fii«mer 3rour rea- 
sons for so doing, as well to the British Minister^ fbr the inft>rmation of die 
Spanish Government ^ ^ to the Govjemment at home. 

Y^u are also to keep up a constant and intimate correspondence with the 
British Minister, and to co-operate isi die most oovdiiit manner with him in 
carrying' on the public service. 

ShouM any difference d opinicm arisie on important military subjeets be^ 
tween you and the Spanish Commands in Chiefs you are- toi^onsider it yom 
duty to pay obedience in the first instance to the orders you may receive i 
but you will, if you shall think it necessaiy, make a representation there- 
upon, through the British. Minister, to the Staj[«eme Gov^tfnment of S^em^ 
as dso to me (br His Majesty's informaliotu 

As it Is of peculiar ittqK>rtance, at the present moment, that His Miyesly^tf 
Government should receive early, regular, and detailed reports of jtoiw pitK 
ceedings; I am to desire that you wilt midEe it a nde to address a dispatch to 
me at teast once in every wedc, or as much oftener as any eoeurrenceof su^ 
ftcient importance may arise, idwi^^ being carefid lo send ddpKcirfes of 'tiie 
preceding dispatch by the subsequent tonveyanoe. 

It will be jttbst grateful to Ws Majesty^ to find that the intercourse 
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betiveen the British aimy and the Spaniards has been invariably distinguished 
by marks of reciprocal confidence and kindness. His Majesty cannot doubt 
that the most exemplary discipline will be observed ; and His Majesty com- 
mands me particularly to enjoin, that the utmost respect and deferencci 
should be shewn by his troops upon all occasions towards the manners and 
customs of the Spanish Nation. His Majesty trusts that the example and 
influence of the cheers will be directed to inspire this sentiment throughout 
every branch of the army. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 

Castlereagh. 
Tq lieidx-Chneral Sir John Moorcy K. B. 8sc. Sgc S^c. 



L. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, ^Ath Nov. 1S08. 

I HAD the honour upon the 17th instant to receive your 
Lordship*s dispatches of the 3d, conveyed to me by a King's Messenger. 

My Letter firom Lisbon of the S/th October would apprize your Lord 
ship, that having concluded every arrangement there, I was about to follow 
the troops then already upon their march into Spain. As I travelled with 
my own horses, and was necessarily detained by business, at different places 
upon the road, I did not reach Salamanca until the 13th. On the day fol- 
lowing the regiments begsoi to arrive, and continued daily to come in by 
corps in succession. The three divisions of infantry, which marched under 

LL 



Digitized by 



Google 



Lievt.-Gen. Fraser, Major-Generak P^iget au4 Be^esfoi^, 9X9 »w all bmt i 
together with one brigade of artillery, which, with infinite difficwttf^ foU 
lowed, the road by Abrantes aod Castle Branco. One brigade of infimbrjr^ 
which left Lisbon last, is still absent. It is employed in tbe escort of tha 
ordnance, and the other stores which are forwarding for the service of the 
Army. 

The troops have performed their march well, in spite of very had 
weather, and the worst roads I ever saw. Their s^ppearanoe now k as good^ 
and their fitness for service much better, than when they left Lisbon. 
Hieir conduct upon the march, and since their arrival here, has been 
exemplary. All this does them honour, and marks strc^gly the care and 
attention of the Generals and Officers who conducted the marches, and who 
are in the immediate command of the troops. 

Lieut.-General Hope^ with the corps which marched from Badajos^ in 
the direction of Madrid, will arrive, with the head of that division, at 
Arevalo, on the 25th ; where I have ordered it to halt, and to close up. 
The first of the troops under Sir David Baird, from Corunna, reached As- 
torga on the 13th; and the whole, including the 7th, 10th, and 15th 
tlragoons^ will be assembled there about the fifth of December ; before which 
time General Hope's corps will also be collected at Arevalo. 

If we are not interrupted, the junction of the Army will be. effected early 
in the next month. But the French, after beating the army of Estrema* 
dura, are advanced to Burgos. Gen. Blake's army in Biscay has been 
defeated, dispersed, and its officers and soldiers are flying in every direo- 
tion ; and the armies of Castanos and Palafbx, on the Ebro and Alagon^^ are 
at too great a distance to render me the smallest assistance. Under such 
circumstances the junction of this Army becomes exceedingly precarious, 
and requires to be conducted with much circumspection. Should the 
French advance upon us befbre it is effected. Sir David Baird must retire upon 
Corunna, and I shall be forced to fell back upon Portugal, or to join General 
Hope, and retire upon Madrid. 

The information which your Lordship must already be in possession of^ 
renders it perhaps less necessary for me to dwell upon the state of affairs 
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In Sj^in^ 80 diflerent from that which was to be cacpected^ Irom the rep6rtft 
of the offiters employed at Hit head quarters of the different Spanish 
armies. They ^eem all of them to have been most miserably deceived ; 
for until lately, and sihee the arrival of Mr^ Stuart and Lord William Ben- 
tinck at Madrid, and of Colonel Graham at the Central Army, no just re- 
presehtation seems ever to have been transmitted. Had the real strength and 
composition of the Spanish armies been known,' the defenceless state of the 
country, and the character of the Central Government, I conceive that 
Cadiz, not Coninna, would have been chosen for the disembarkation of the 
troops fVohi England; and Seville or Cordova, not Salamanca/ would have 
hten ^ekct^d fer the proper place for the assentbling of this Army. 

The Spanish Government do not seem ever to have contemplated the pos- 
sibility of a second attack, and are certainly quite unprepared to meet that 
which is now made upon them. Their armies are inferior even in number 
to tfi* EVench. That which Bkke commanded, including Rotoana's corps, 
did not ^ceiBd i7,e06. A great proportion of these were peasantry. The 
armieit of CzstUiioi aiid Pa!aft>x united do not now exceed 40,000, and 
are not, I suspect, of a better description ; and until lately they were much 
weaker. • 

]n^6 provinces no armed force whatever Exists, either for immediate pro- 
tection, or to reinforce the armies. The French cavalry from Burgos, in 
small detachments, are over-running the province of Leon, raising contribu- 
tions, to which the inhabitants submit without the least resistance. The 
enthusiasm, of which we heard so much, no where appears ; whatever good- 
will there is (and I believe amongst the lower order there is a great deal) is 
taken no advantage of. 

I am at this moment in no communication with any of the Generals com- 
manding the Spanish armies. I am ignorant of their plans, or of those of 
the Government. General Castanos, with whom, after repeated aj^lication, 
I waa desired to communicate, for the purpose of combining the operations 
of the British Army, was deprived of his command at the moment I had 
begun my correspondence with him. The Marquis of Romana, who is 
appointed his successor, is still at Santander. Whatever weight the Marquis 
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;may have^ Mrhen he asaumes ihe command. General Castanos had very little; 
the Generals intrigued against him, and civil Commissaries sent by the 
Supreme Junta, without any plan of their own, served no other purpose but 
to excite disaention, and to controul his actions. In this state of things it 
is difficult for me to form any plan for myself, beyond the assembling of the 
Army. I shall then be in a state to undertake something; and if the 
Spaniards, roused by their misfortunes, assemble round us, and become once 
more entbusiastic and determined, there may still be hopes of repelling the 
French. It is my wish to lay before your Lordship, for the information oi 
Government, things exactly as they are: it answers no good purpose to 
represent them otherwise, for it is thus that we must meet them. I feel no 
despondency in myself, nor do I wish to excite any in others^^ but our situa- 
tion is likely soon to become an arduous one. 

Reverses must be expected — and, though I am confident this Army will 
always do its duty, yet ultimate success will depend more upon the Spaniards 
themselves, and their enthusiastic devotion to their cause, than on the effort^ 
of the British ; who, without such aid, are not sufficiently numerous to resist 
the armies which will be immediately opposed to them. 

I have the honour, &c. . 

John Mookeu 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, S<damancaj Nov. 24, 1808. 

I HAVE been so much occupied with the business of the Army, 
that I have trusted to Mr.Frere, Mr. Stuart, and Lord W. Bentinck, to 
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ccmvey to your Lordship a jast representation of the stafe^ civil and militiairjv 
of this Coulltry. This army is. certainly too much adventured^ and risks to be 
brought into action before it is united^ and before its stores, ammunition, 
&c.. are broii^ht forward to enable it to act. I never understood the meaning 
of the Spanish CSenerals, in separating their armies, beyond communication, 
on each flank of tbe French ; but I gave them credit that their plans vrere 
calculated upon tlieir strength, and framed upon a knowledge of country, and 
other circumstances of which I was ignorant ; and as they proposed Burgos, 
1 certunly thought I was perfectly safe in assembling the army at Salamanca; 
but if. I had had sooner a conception of the weakness of the Spanish armies, 
the defenceless state of the country, the apparent apathy of the people, and 
the sdfish imbecility of the Government, I should certainly have been in ho 
haste to enter Spain, or to have approadied the scene of action, until the 
army was' united, and every preparatory arrangement made for its advance ; 
after I was here, and the troops were landed at Corunna, it was too late to 
retire, though! fear it may prove the wisest thing I could have done ; for I 
see nothing that has a chance of resisting the force that is now brought against 
l^s coutitry. There seems neither to be an army, generals, nor a government.^ 
I cannot calculate the power of a whole people determined and enthusiastic, 
if persons are brought forward with ability to direct it ; but at present nothing 
qf this kind appears, and yet I see no other chance Spain has of resistance. 
We are here by ourselves, left to manage the best way we can, without com- 
munication with any other army ; no knowledge of the strength or position 
of the Enemy, but what we can pick up in a country where we are strangers,, 
and in complete ignorance of the plans or wishes of the Spanish Government. 
Indeed, as far as I can learn, the Junta, alarmed at their situation which they 
might have foreseen. and obviated, are incapable of forming any plan, or of 
coming to any fixed determination. I have of course communicated my 
sentiments to Mr. Frere, and in a late letter have plainly told him, that the 
ruin of the Spanish cause seemed to me so inevitable, that it would very soon 
become my duty to consider alone the safety of the British army, and with- 
draw it from a contest which risked its destruction, without the prospect of 
doing the least good. In the mean time, I am in constant communicatioik 
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Mrith Sir David Baird and General Hope. Every thing is fenvwdtfig ftmn 
Coranna and Lisbon that we can want^ as last as the natural difficaktes of 
the countries through which they pass, and the scanly means of ^sonteyanM 
they afford, will allow. Every effort shall be exerted on my part) and that 
of the officers with me, to unite the army. But yoiir Lordship must be 
prepared to hear that we have failed ; for situated as we aire, success cannot 
be commanded by any eJBS^rts we can mak^ if the Enemy «fe pi^epared td 
oppose us. I am without a shilling of money to pay the army their subsis-* 
tence, and I am in daily apprehension that from the want of it, our st^plies 
will be stopped. The 500,000 dollars your Lordship mentions, Sir I>avid 
Baird considered as sent to him ; he detained them, and has nearly expended 
them. The money which it is possible to procure at Madrid and in other tdwtis 
of Spain is quite trifling, and it is impossible to describe the embarrassment we 
are thrown into from the want of this essential article; nothing but abundance 
of money, and prompt payments, will compensate when we begin to move, 
for the want of experience and ability of our Commissariat. Mr.Erskine i& 
still at Lisbon, confined to his bed with the gout, lliere must be a change 
in the head of this department : your Lordship seems to have misanderstdod 
me; assistants can easily be procured every where, but it is a mtm of ability to 
direct, that is wanted. And believe me, my Lord, that it is essentially neces* 
sary-to find one if this army is kept together, even if to do it, you deviate from 
the common line, and place a man as the head, who has never befisN^ been 
in the department ; but I beg to be understood, that, unless the change is 
essentially for the better, it will do more harm than good. The changes 
which have already taken place have only tended to puzzle us the more, for 
Mr. Kennedy is a very respectable man, and is at least as good as any of his 
colleagues in the department. I have transmitted to Mr. Erskine, copies ot 
Mr. Harrison's and Mr. Burgman's letters, which accompanied your dis- 
patches, but I doubt if money to any considerable amount can be procured 
in any part of Spain, and your Lordship must be prepared to supply it from 
England. Provisions can be of no use to us, unless we were acting upon the 
coast ; it would be impossible, when at a distance, to have them conveyed to 
us, or to find the means of their accompanying the movement of the troops. 
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It is my intentioa to mak^ tbe troops find their own meat, and to call upon 
the CommUsaiy for br«ad^ win^^ and forage only. This would be attended 
with many good eijfects^ besides easily the Commisaariat The troops would 
})e satisfied with less meat^ and would grodoally leam to live upon what the 
oouutry produced in greatest abundance ; but to adbpt this {^n, I must be 
certain of money to pay them> which at presaat I am not* With respect to 
the officers employed with the armies^ I cannot help thinking, though pro- 
bably not intentionally^ that they have done harm> as the intelligaace they 
Imlvc conveyed has tended to deceive; for nothing can difier more from the real 
state of Spain^ the strei^h> condition^ and composition of its armies^ than 
all the repxesentations I have ever read^ which they had sent. 

Major-GeneralLeith is an old acquaintance of mine^and he perfectly deserves 
the character you give of lum; althougli from letters I hwe seen from him^ I 
think he has in some instaoees mistakai thepurposes of lus mission. At present 
he can be of little use with a dispersed army; and as from the General Officeca 
who left ^$, we arem want of Officers to command tbe brigades^ I trast you 
will approve of my having ordered him to join Sir David Baird ; he will leave 
one of the officers attached to him to carry on tbe oorrespondence. 
« * « « « « 

[This passage contains observations on the abilities of' several individmlsy 
Spanish and British, very important fw Ministers, but not proper for 
the public eye. "] * * * ♦ . * 



The British officers employed with the Spanish armies should confine 
themselves to their duty to transmit iiuthiul statements of all that passes, 
but should keep aloof from all cabals or intrigues. I have no uneasiness 
about the relative rank I should hold when serving with the Spanish Ge* 
nerals^ though perhaps it will be right for the British Government to stipulate 
something upon this head. My situation at the head of so hrge a British 
&rce will always give me sufficient influence. The tone of my Letter to 
^qi^jcal Castaqos was oonciliatoiy^ an^ tending to coavey that I eonsidered 
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him as chief of the Spanish army^ the person whose wishes I desired to fo}« 
loWj and begged him to communicate them to me. I shall adopt the same 
style in my cori*espondence with the Marquis of Romana. I perfectly feel 
the power I have as commanding an auxiliary force^ to depart from any plan I 
disapprove ; but this need not be produced unless required ; it is natural that 
the Commander of the Spanish army should be considered as the Commander 
of the whole. What I have stated in my official dispatch of the conduct of 
the troops^ is not more than they deserve : nothing can exceed their be- 
haviour : it is the surprize and admiration of the Spaniards. * « • 

* * ♦ At Almeida was the only exception, * * 

# «.« # * « •*• 

One of the soldiers who was sentenced to be hanged by a Court Martial^ I 
ordered to be executed ; and I spOke my mind pretty freely to both the officers 
and soldiers as I passed Almeida. I hope this will have a good eSdct; and that 
when they join the army, they will behave better. Brigaier-General Charles 
Stuart is with General Hope. I forwarded his letter to him ; and I hear 
good accounts both of him and of the Cavalry. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

JoHK MooiUB. 



M- 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MT LORD, Sdamanca, 9&ih Nm>. 1606. 

In answer to your Lordship's Letter, inclosing the Copy of a 
Warrant for the assembling a Court of Enquiry to investigate the circum- 
stances under which the late Convention in Portugal was concluded ; I have 
only to say, that I hope, in the middfe of such operations as I am at present 
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ei^gagped in, I shall not !» desired to send home the Adjutant and Quarter- 
M;^» Gefierals of the Army.; the two Officers upon whom hinges the whole 
business of tlie Army. It is hardly necessary for me to dwell upon such a 
subject ; the Members themselves must be sufficiently acquainted with the 
inconvenience which must attend such a measure to me ; and the injury 
which it will occasion to the ^rvice. I trust that the Court and Parties will 
either dispense with the evidence of these officers, or that they will send out 
the questions which they wish to be answered ; when they can be taken upon 
oath Ifere^ before the Deputy Judge Advocate of the army. 

Indieed^ from the nature of the evidence which Brigadier-General Clinton 
and Colonel Murray can givei I should think this method might be adopted 
with equal advantage to all the p^es : but at any rate^ if this cannot be^ I 
hope the Enquiry will be put off until quieter times. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

John Moore. 



N. 
Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamanca, 25 Nov. 1808. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship^s letter^ men* 
tioning, that it had been determined to send Sir John Craddock to command 
in Portugal, in consequence of Sir Harry Burrard's recall ; but that his supe- 
rior rank was not to interfere with my command of the army in the field, in 
the event of the British army falling back on Portugal. Sir Harry Burrard sent 
an order to Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie, now with Sir David Baird, but who be- 
longs to the staff of Portugal, to go to Lisbon to take the command upon his 
departure ; but, as the commotions which your Lordship mentions are long 

MM 
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since quelled^ and as Portugal is perfectly tranquil, I have taken upon me 
to detain Maj.-Gen. Mackenzie with Sir David Baird^ who is much in want 
of General OflScers, until the arrival of General Leith^ for whom I have sent 
to St. Andero. 

I am not prepared at this moment to answer minutely your Lordship^s 
question respecting the defence of Portugal ; but I can say generally, that 
the frontier of Portugal is not defensible against a superior force. It is an 
open frontier, all equally rugged, but all equally to be penetrated. If the 
French succeed in Spain, it will be vain to attempt to resist them in Portu- 
gal. The Portuguese are without a military force; and, from the experi- 
ence of their conduct under Sir Arthur Wellesley, no dependence is ta be 
placed on any aid they can give. The British must in that event, I con- 
ceive, immediately take steps to evacuate the country. Lisbon n the only 
port, and therefore the only place from whence the army^ with its stores, can 
embark. Elvas and Almeida are the only fortresses on the frontier. The 
first is, I am told, a respectable work. Almeida is defective ; and could 
not hold out beyond ten days against a regular attaek. I have ordered a 
depdt of provisions, for a short consumption, to be formed there, in case 
this army should be obliged to &11 back. Perhaps the same should be done 
at Elvas. In this case we might check the progress of the Enemy, whilst 
the stores were embarkii^, and arrangements were made for taking off the 
Army. Beyond this the defence of Lisbon^ or of Portugal, should not be 
thought of. 

I have the honour to be^ &e» 

John Moo v^ 
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o. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ Salamanca, 26 Nov. 1806. 

It was my intention to have detained the Messenger until 
I should have received from Madrid Mr. Frere's dispatches ; but I have re- 
ceived no answer from him to the letters I wrote to him on the 19th^ two 
days after the arrival of this messenger from England. I am averse to detain 
him longer, thinking, the matter contained in my letters of the 34th suffici* 
ently important not to be longer detained. I was the more surprized ^t 
not receiving any ivom Mr. Frere^ as he should be able to judge, from the 
state of the Junta, and of the public mind there, what efforts are likely to 
be made to oppose the French; and this is material to determine me whether 
to fall back on Portugal or Madrid, in case such measures are necessary. 
If I am obliged to fall back before my junction with Sir David Baird, it will, 
I think, be on Portugal. After the junction I am inclined to prefer Madrid; 
unless I plainly see that the game is up, and resistance on the part of Spain 
vain. If we remain in Spain, too many cavalry cannot be sent, as the French 
cavalry are numerous, and the Spaniards have few or none. Yesterday I 
received a letter from General Leith, from Leon ; where he had arrived 
with the Marquis de Romana. 

I am in hopes of seeing the Marquis of Romana as he passes to Madrid ; 
and think it most important that I should. General Blake is at no great 
distance from Leon; but I believe alone, without any part of his force, 
which is completely dispersed. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Moore. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 



P. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD^ SaHmnanca, 99 Nov. IdOS. 

I RECEIVED yesterday evening a letter from Mr. Stuart, 
inclosing one from Lieut.-Col. Doyle, from Aranjuez, announcing the total 
defeat of the army of Castanos and Palafox. My junction with Sir David 
Baird, which was always extremely doubtful, although I was determined to 
try it, is become, I conceive, quite impracticable ; but if this army could 
be united, afler the specimens we have had of the very little resistance offered 
"by the Spaniards, what chance has this army alone, of resisting the formidable 
numbers wliich will be immediately brought against it? I conceive the 
British troops were sent in aid of the Spanish armies ; but not singly to 
resist France, if the Spaniards made no efforts. By persevering longer I 
should certainly sacrifice the Army, without benefiting Spain. I have, 
therefore, determined to retire. I have ordered Sir David Baird to fell 
"back on Corunna, and General Hope to endeavour, by forced marches, to 
join me at this place. I have already given your Lordship my opinion, that 
Portugal cannot be defended against a superior Enemy ; but the Spaniards 
may still give the French some occupation, and the difficulties of the country, 
the swelling of the rivers, &c. may prevent the French from pushing us much, 
and enable me to stand for a time. This time can only be well employed 
in withdrawing the army, which can do no good here ; but which, if the 
Spaniards rouse, and get an able man at theii^ head, are able to collect, and 
to make battle from the South. If landed at Cadiz we may still be useful* 
I have deured Sir David, therefore, to repair, when eimbarked, to the Tagus; 
and I should hope that your Lordship will immediately order a sufficient. 
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number of tranaports ft-QO) England tp receive the Aarffiy^ When I left 
Lisbon there was tonnage there fot 1 3,000 men. It iji hy landing in tlie South 
of Spain^ that now we can be of any use. Th^ fi^niards htv^ failed not so 
much from any fault, or weakness, in the peo{4e,' aa fix>in the want of €»ei^ 
and ability in the government. If this be overaet, and men of greater talent 
get to the head^ there may still be a chance; andj fc^^lhromng in arncus and 
ammunition, and d^aally with ^th^ aAny^ tb^ir 2iSkm may be retrieyed. 
It is^ however, impossible^ a^ what wd have sjsm^^o he very jsaiiguine oP 
this sulject. 

I shall probably havp au opportunity -pit writing to you again verj^ poon; 
but I was anxious not t<> . det^jut^ M^. Ymghmy- ushio carries thi^ :anA wJbo 
brought; m* Mn Stu^rfs lejter from Ma^<1 I sb^I^ anxiously wwt foi^ your 
Lordship's answer, and hope..to find that. the decision d b^ve made meets 
the approbation of his MajeSty'i^ (^Mernment .. 

. I.have 4lfi rhon<Hir to be, ^. 

P.S. I shall write to tlie General commanding ih Portugal to embark 
immediate^ the stores of the Army; and to send provisions to Abrantes 
and Oporto for this Army. He wiH provision Elvas, and make dispositions 
to aid us in covering Lasboii*. 



Lecn, le SO Noven^e, 1808. 

Du Marquis de la Romana h S. E. Mr. Le G4n. Sir John MoorCy 
Com. Gin. de VArmie Anghise en Espagne. 

Jf viens de reoevoir la let&e.de vote EKceUenceen date 
du 28, par laquelle j<B suis inform^ de la position que V. E. occupe, tahdis 
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que ^e Buis fci k i^5rganider cette arm^ du Gen. Blake^ ciont la futte et la 
dii»persion ne peut-^tre attribu^ St antre chose qu* au d^fitiit de subsistance. 
La perte dans toutes les ^^cttaques^ depuis le oti 7 de Nov'* jusqu* au 11^ 
ne devant monter qu' 81 mille cinq cetitg homines cntre morts et blesses 
et prisonniers. J* esp^if qXie dans peu nous serons en ^tat de fidre quelque 
mouvement ; et je n' ettehds que les souliers pour les feire marcher, car 
lis sont dans un ^tat de nudit6 le plus paffdt qu' on puisse imaginer, mais 
leur esprit n'est pas abbatu/ et eii le^ nouridsant bi^ ils irontleur train. 

Je me flatte que votre correspondence sera suivie et fr^uente: en attendant 

j* ai r honntiur de vous i^ire passer une lettre qu* un Paysan a intercept^ a 

un aide^e^amp d' un GM qui est k Carribn. Si la nouvelle ^st vraie, il 

faut prendre ses pr^utions pour faire notre jonction, ou la faire au plus-tot 

,C est ce que je ne laisserai pas de vous avertir. 

Je desire aussi que V. £. m* derive en Fran9ois; non que je n^entende pas 
parfaitement T^criture Angloise, mais parcequ' ordinairement on ^rit si vite 
que les mots m* ^chappent. 

En attendant j' ai V honneur de vous saluer cordialement, Mr. Le G^n* ; 
et je vous prie de croire aux sentimena de vraie amitie avec lesquels. 
J' ai r honneur d' 6tre votre 

Tr^s humble et parfait S«pviteur, 

Le M"^ DE LA ROMANA. 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORD, Salamanca, Dee. S, 180d. 

I HAD the honour to address your Lordship on the 29th of November, 
and to inform you with the determination I had come to, in consequence 
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of the defeat of the army of General Ca^oos } a]i4 General Hope^ . with the 
division he commands^ marched to Avila to'aij^id the superior cavalry ^f- th^ 
£nemy in the plain, and reached Alba deTocmia, four' leagues; frOiA thiib 
yesterday ; his junction is thus secured, and I am now prepating to &U back 
on Ciudad Rodrigo. The Enemy has directed his whi6le,force towards Madrid, 
which will probahly give me time to reach Portugal unmolested. Bu(»s^pftrt^ 
is at Aranda de Duero ; reinforcements join himidaily. . iThe JFrench^attack^ 
and carried the pass of Somma Sierra on thQ.37.thj^ whiej^-ppi^mto theniithiat 
of theGuardarama; and they are in po^^e^i^ioa of Silvia. Tfaje f^tV; ^pani^h 
corps opposed to them are composed of fugitives X^ollj^t^d 'from- thj^ beaten 
armies^ and they ofier no resistance. I, have, had tip Qomjo^uoicatioA with 
Madrid since the 30th of Noyenlb6r ; th^;i]:^atHtant»;ha4 t^n up/ arms^ 
were barricading the streets, and eicpi^ssed^d^e9*]q(|inatiQin!to^<He rather tham 
submit ; no such spirit has yet been -ma^i^ted jby any other fojce in Spain. 
How long the populace of f a Jargq town ar^ )ikely to persevere :in sudtx a reso«- 
Itttion, or how long they will foe able to withstand the formidable attack made 
against them I cannot say. Your Lordship may believe, thtut jit was not with- 
out much reflection and ettreme reluctance th/at I determined, to withdraw 
the army from Spain^ and to abandon the cause^ for the 8uci:^8 of which tlie 
Government are so much interested, and the public mind so highly exalted 
My letters to your Lordship of the 25th and 26th November, containing a just 
representation of the state of affairs; in this country, would tend to sliety hoVr 
much the Government and the people of England had been deceived, and 
would prepare your Lordship for the reverses which haVe since taken place. 
As long as there remained an army, and any hope of resistance on the part of 
the Spaniards, I was. determined to persevere, at.aU risks, in the. junction of 
the army, and then if General Castanos had received ^ check, or been forced 
to retr^t,. it wa^ my intention, if nothing better offered, to march upon 
Madrid, from whence getting behind the Tagus^ we should have given the 
Spaniards an opportunity* of rallying around ud, aild have shared their fortunes* 
This intention I mentioned to your Lordship in my letter of the 36th> and I 
imparted it lu^ a question to Mn Frei*e for his opinion. But the sudden defeat 
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df G^fi^ral Cas&nos'^'flMiy, 10 complete, knd yet acconiplished i£teT 90 little 
t^simfce^ flhewad with wkat little aribur the Spaniards are inqptied in their 
cOtiVitfy'is canse-^it left 'nothing either to aid me, or to prevent the fiurther 
progrecis of the Enemy/ The British army was at that moment on its march 
to collect at this place and A&t<nrga. General Hope with the head of his di- 
vision was at Villa Castin, and from the collected manner in which it was 
necessary to march/ lie COttld not han^ joined me sooner than he has done; 
Sir ]>avid Baird'a corps (^ovld not be collected at Astoi^ befove the 4th of 
this month; k was thus impossible for this army to harre been united before 
the 14th, W 13th i and still later before it could be ready to undertake an 
defensive movement.^ ^Hiis €me wsls more dian sufficient to enaUe the 

.^ Enemy to finish libieiidesttticfiofi^f what little Spanish force remained^ and to 

>tam the^|ie«test part'of his aifmyi again$t the British^ which when united 

does not exceed 20^000. men, but which probably he would be able to attack 

. whilstdetached and separated. I had the most perfect conviction from ex- 
perience, of the want of ehergy and ability in tlie Spanish Government, and 
of the apathy of l^e people^ and of the unprepared state of the coontiy, and 
that upon the defeat of the armies no aid was to be expected from any other 
quarter. I considered the British army as standing alone, that its union could 
not be attempted without great hazard^ and, if efiected^ tiiut it could not 
withstand the great force that would be brought against it. It was vain, I 

, thought, thfeit under such cirt^umstances it could retrieve the Spanish cause ; 
and though I knew the army would cheerfully attempt ii^atarer I ordered^ I 
thought my duty called upon me not to expose it to a contest in which its 
best efforts could not promise to be successful. It may fairly be said that 
the British army never' reiached Spain : ijt cannot in the true sense be called an 
army until it is united and prepared to act ; the Spanish forces were defeated, 
and their cause lost^ before tlie British so constituted could come to their as- 
sistance. I feel the weight of the responsibiliiy fallen to me; I had nothing 
but difficulties to chuse ; whether I have chosen the least, and that which 
will be the least disapproved by 'His Majesty and my Countiy, I cannot 
deternline: my wish has* been, to decide right: I reflected well upon 
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the different duties I had to discharge^and if I have decided wrongs it can only 
be because I am not gifted with that judgment which was imputed to me when 
I was entrusted with this important command. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

John Moore. 



\ 



S, 



Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagfi. 



/ 



MY LORD Salamanca, Sth Dec. 1609* 

. Since I had the honour to address my dispatch to you thi» 
morning, I find considerable hopes are entertained from the enthusiastic 
manner in which the people of Madrid resist the French. I own I cannot 
derive much hope from the resistance of one town against forces so formidable, 
unless the spark catches, and the fiame becomes pretty general ; and here 
the people remain as tranquil as if they were in profound peace. 

I have however in consequence of the general opinion, which i^ also Mr- 
Frere's, ordered Sir David Baird to suspend his march, and shall continue at ^ 
this place until I see farther, and shall be guided by circumstances. Unlesis 
the spirit becomes general, Madrid must soon &11. At all events, if I marched 
into Portugal, it would be with a view to return the moment a favourable op- 
portunity offered. But I shall not go towards Madrid until I know with more 
certainty the force of the Enemy, and see something to convince me that 
more confidence can be placed in the steadiness of the Spaniards. 

I had the honour to receive yesterday your Lordship^s dispatches of the 15th' 
November, by Mr. Windham 1st Guards. 
I have the honor to be^ &c; 

John Moore. 

N N 



/ 
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Ex^mo So"*. 
Con esta ftia digo lo que signe al S®' Ministro de S. M. B. en Espan"a. 

Deseando ]a Junta SupremaGuberaativadel Reynofixar de 
una vez su concepto acerca de las operaciones del Exercito auxiliar Yngles, y 
que la continuacion de planes decididos proporcione las ventasas que devemos 
«sperar de las fuerzas Espaifolas auxiliadas de las Britanicas^ ha juzgado 
conveniente comisionar sujetos q^ al caracter^ conocim^ y experitencia military 
reumesen las demas qualidades que se necesitan para encargo tan importante. 
Laspersonas q^por todas estas consideraciones ha juzgado mas aproposito son 
1> Bentura Escalante^ Capitan General de los Rs Extos y del Reyno de Gra- 
nada, Presid*« de Aquella Junta^ y el Brigadier 1> Agustin Bueno, los cuales 
saldrin immediatamente para Salamanca a tratar con los S. S. Generates del 
Exto Yngles, y convinar con ellos quantas medidas, planes^ e ideas scan 
oportunas, decidan sobre las operacion' militares y demas puntos q*^ ocurran 
y convenga arreglar ; afin de q* las tropas de S. M. B. obren de concierto con 
las nuestraSy y accelerando sus movimientos convinados^ se eviten dilaciones 
tan contrarias ala noble empresa importante a ambas Naciones^ cuyos lazes 
de amistad y de alianza van a estrechiar mas y mas riesgos comunes, y una 
gloria en q^ ntra generosa auxiliar tendrd la may' pte« 

Y lo traslado a V. E. para su gobiemo y q«le conste la autorizacion de q* 
van revestidos el Gen^ Escalante y el Brigadier Bueno. 

Dios gue« a V, E, m« a*. R* Palacio de Aranjuez, 28 deNovembre de 1808. 

Martin de Garay. 
S^ Gen' en Xefe dehs tropas de S. M. B. en Espana. 
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Ecii^ Sir Moor Q'ral delExercito de S. M. B. 
Exmo Senor. • 

SElTOR^ 

Muv Serf or nuestro y de uuestro mayor aprecio. La Junta 
Militar y Politica^ formada de todas las autoridades^ reunidas en nombre 
del Rey que Dios ^arde para atender ala defensa de esta Corte que se halla 
amenada por los Enemigos ; tiene el honor de hacer presente a V. E. con la 
debida exactitud el elado de la^ cosas ; y se reduce, a que el Exercito del 
Centra que mandaba el General I> Fran*5*^ Xabier Castanos, y que sera como 
de beinte y cineo mil hon^bres^ se viene repl^ndo a tocb priesa hacia Madrid 
para reunirse con su guarnicion ; y que el de Sooaasierra, en numero de unos 
diez milhombres, viene tambien.al n^isoio. efetto a esta villa> donde se reu^ 
niran hasta quaranta mil ; cuyo aumero y fuerza hace que no deba temerse 
el Exercito de los Eaenaigos que se ha presentade* En estas circumstancias, 
y temietido la^ Junta qi^ veogau nxas fuerzas Fraacesafi.a umrse con las 
actuale?> espera que V. E? sino tiexie Ertemigps-ala vista puede j^plegarse para, 
unirs^cpu nuestn> Ex^ercito,. o.tomar di^ecQiona eaer sobre las espaULas del 
Enemigo ; y creheria agrabar el notorio celo de V. E. por la causa juata y sm 
singular actividad se dudare de modo alguixo que la rapides de sus movimentos 
sera quftl conviene al interes.de su nacion y la nuestra. Con^este motivo ofrece- 
la Junt^ a V. E, su consideracion y respetps. 
Dios gue a V. E. m" a*. Madrid, 2 de Diciembre de 1 8o8. 

El Pmncipe de Castelfranco^ 
Thomas MoRLA. 

P. S. La Junta se persuade que V. E. se habca reunido ya al Exercito que 
mandaba I> Joaquin Blak y estaba poca hace en Leon*. 
Ex'^^ ^' Moor Ctral del Exercito de S. M.. B^ 
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From the London Newspapers, Dec. IQth 1808, 

"PARIS. 

Thirteenth BuLLEitN of the Army in Spain, 

iSaint Martin, near Madrid, Dec. 2. 
"On the 29th ult. the head quarters of the Emperor was re- 
moved to the village of Bonquillas. On the 30th, at break of day, the duke 
of Belluno presented himself at the foot of the Soma Sierra. A division of 
13)000 men of the Spanish army of reserve defended the passage of the 
mountains. The Enemy thought themselves unattackable in that position. 
They were entrenched in the narrow passage called Puerto with l6 pieces 
of cannon. The gth light infantry marched upon the right, the 96th upon 
the causeway, and the 24th followed by the side of the heights on the left. 
General Senarmont, with six pieces of artillery, advanced by the causeway ; 
the action commenced by the firing of musquetry and cannon. A charge 
made by General Montbrun, at thie head of the Polish light horse, decided 
the affair ; it was a most brilliant one, and this regiment covered itself with 
glory, and proved it was worthy to form a part of the Imperial Guard. 
Cannons, flags, muskets, soldiers, all were taken, or cut to pieces. Eight 
Polish light horse were killed upon this causeway, and 16 have been 
wounded ; among the latter is Captain Dzievanoski, who was dangerously 
wounded, and is almost without hopes of recovery. Major Segur, Marshal 
of the Emperor's household, charged among the Polish troops^ and received 
many wounds^ one of which is very severe. Sixteen pieces of cannon, ten 
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flags^ thirty covered chests^ 200 waggons laden with all kinds of baggage, 
and the military chests of the regiments, are fruits of this brilliant affiiir. 
Among the prisoners, who are numerous, are all the Colonels, or Lieute* 
nant-Colonels of the corps of the Spanish divisions. All the soldiers would 
have been taken if they had not thrown away their arms and dispersed in 
the mountains. On the 1st of December the head-quarters of the Emperor 
were at St. Augustin, and on the 2d the Duke of Istria with cavalry com- 
manded the heights of Madrid. The infantry would not arrive before the 
3d. The intelligence which we hitherto received led us to think that this 
town is sufiering under all kinds of disorders, and that the doors are barri* 
caded. The weather is very fine.** 

Momteur, Dec, \^th, 

« PARIS, Dec. 13th. 

Camp at Madrid, Dec, Ath, 

^^ The town of Madrid has capitulated ; our troops entered it 

to-day at noon." 

MtmUeur, Dec. Uth. 



From the London Newspapers^ December 2<)> l8o8. 

Fourteenth Bulletin of the Army in Spain. 

Madrid, BthDec. 
The 2d at noon his Majesty arrived in person on the heights 
which impend over Madrid ; on which were already placed the divisions of 
Dragoons of Generals La Tour, Maubourg, and LaHoussaye, and the Imperial 
Horse-Guards. Tlie anniversary of the Coronation, that epoch which has 
signalised so many days for ever fortunate for France, awakened in all hearts 



Digiti: 



zed by Google 



27^ 

the most agreeable recollections^ and inspired 4U the troop? with an euthjusiasqi 
which manifested itself in a thousai>d exclamations. The \Yeatha: w^ beauti- 
ful^ and like that enjoyed in France in the finest d^ya in th^ month 'of May. 
The Marshal Duke of Istria sept to summon the Town, where a military 
Junta was foriped, under the presidency of the Marquis Ca^telar ; who had 
under his orders General Morl^, Captain-General of^ Andalusia, and Inspector^ 
General of Artillery. The Town contained a non^her of armed peasaotg, 
assembled from all quarters, 60OO troops of the lioq, and 100 pieces of can- 
non. Sixty thousand men were in arms; their cries were hmrd on every 
side ; the bells of 200 churches rang altogether ; and every thing pr^^sented 
the appearance of disorder and madness. The General of thcj troQj>s of the 
line appeared at the advanced posts, to answer the summons of the Duke of 
Istria. He was accompanied by thirty men of the people, whose dress, 
looks, and ferocious language, recalled tlie recollection of the assassins of 
September. When the Spanish General was asked whether he meant to 
expose women, children, and old men, to the horrors of an assault^ he ma- 
nifested secretly the grief with which he was penetrated; he made known, 
by signs, that he, as well as all the honest men of Madrid, groaned under 
oppression ; and, when he raised his voice, his words were dictated by the 
wretches who watched over him. No doubt could be entertained of the 
excess to which the tyranny of the multitude was carried, when they saw 
him minute-down all his words, and cause the record to be verified by the 
assassins who surrounded him. The Aide-de-camp of the Duke of Istria, 
who had been sent into the town, wa^ seized by men of the lowest class of 
the people, and was about to be massacred, when the troops of the line, 
indignant at the outrage, took hinj und^r their prote€^(^^ and caused him 
to be restored to his General. A butcher's boy from Estremadura, wha 
commanded one of the gates, had the audacity to require that the Duke of 
Istria should go himself into the town with his eyes blindfolded. General 
Montbrun rejected thi^ presumptuous demand with indignation. He was 
immediately surrounded, and effected his escape only by drawing his 
sword. He narrowly escaped falling a victim to the imprudence of having 
forgot that he had not to make war with civilized enemies. A little time 
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after, softie dederters from the VTaHown Guards came to the camp. Their 
depositions convinced us that the people of property, and honest men, were 
without influence ; and it was to he concluded that conciliation was alto- 
gether itnpossible. 

The Marquis of Perales, a respectable man, who had hitherto appeared 
to enjoy the confidence of the people; iiad been on the day before this ac- 
cused of putting sand in the cartridges. He was immediately strangled. It 
was determined that all the cartridges should be remade. 3 or 4000 monks 
were employed upon this wdrk at the Retiro. AH the palaces and hoQses 
were ordered to be open, to furnish provisions at discretion. The French 
infentry was still three leagues frtito Madrid. The Emperor employed the 
evening in reconnoitring the town, and deciding a plan of attack, consistent 
with the consideration due to thfe great number of honest people always to be 
found in a great capital. 

To take Madrid by assault might be a military operation of little diriiculty; 
but to engage that great city hy surrender, by employing alternately force 
aiid persuasion, and by rescuing the people of property, and real good men, 
from the oppression under which they groaned— this was what was really 
difficult. All the exertions of the Emperor, during these two days, had no 
other end. They have been crowned with the greatest success. 

At seven o'clock the division Lassisse of the corps of ^he Duke of Belluno 
arrived. The Moon shone with a brightness that seemed to prolong the day. 
The Emperor ordered the General of Brigade, Maison, to take possession of 
the Suburbs; and charged the General of Brigade, Laui*iston, to support him 
in the enterprise with four pieces of artillery, belonging to the Guards. 

The sharp-shooters of the l6th regiment took possession of some build- 
ings, and in particular of the grand cemetery. At the first fire the Enemy 
shewed as much cowardice as he did of arrogance all the day. The Duke of 
Belluno employed all the night in placing his artillery in posts marked out 
for the attack. At midnight the Prince of Neufchatel sent to Madrid a 
Spanish Lieutenant-Coloiiel of Artillery, who had been taken at Somosierra, 
and who saw with affright the obstinacy of his fellow-citizens. He took 
charge of the annexed fetter. No. 1. On the third, at nine in the morning. 
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the same flag of truce returned to the Head Quarters with the letter. No. e* 
But the General of Brigade Senarmont, an ofiioer of great merits had already 
placed 30 pieces of artillery, and had commenced a very smart fire ; which 
made a breach in the walls of the Retiro. The sharp-shooters of the division 
of Villatte having passed the breach, their battalion followed them ; and in less 
than a quarter of an hour 1000 men who defended the Retiro were knocked on 
the head. The Palace of the Retiro, the important posts of the Observatory, 
of the Porcelain Manufactory, of the Grand Barrack, the Hotel of Medina 
Celi, and all the outlets which had been fortified, were taken by our troops. 
On another side 20 pieces of cannon of the Guards, accompanied by light 
troops, threw shells, and attracted the attention of the Enemy by a &lse 
attack. 

It would have been a difficulty to form a conception of the disorder that 
reigned in Madrid, if a greater number of prisoners, arriving in succession, 
had not given an account of the frightful scenes, of every description, of 
which that capital presented the spectacle. They have intersected the streets, 
erected parapets on the houses 4 barricades of bales of wool, and of cotton, 
had been formed; and the windows had been stopped with mattresses. 
Those of the inhabitants who despaired of a successful resistance were flying 
into the fields ; others, who had preserved some share of reason, and who 
preferred appearing in the midst of their property before a generous enemy, 
to abandoning it to the pillage of their fellow-citizens, demanded that they 
should not expose themselves ta an assault. Those who were stranger to 
the town, or who had nothing to lose, were for a defence to the last ex- 
tremity, accused the troops of the line of treason, and obliged them to con- 
tinue their fire. 

The enemy had more than 100 pieces of cannon pointed ; a more consi- 
derable number of two and three-pounders had been dug up, taken out of 
cellars, and tied upon carts, a grotesque train, and sufficient in itself to prove 
the madness of a people abandoned to itself. But all means of defence were 
become useless. The possessors of Retiro are always Masters of Madrid.. 
The Emperor took all possible care to prevent the troops going fix)m house 
to house. The City was ruined if many troops had been employed. Only 
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wmeconqptniei ^f shup-Mttriett adranoed, and t)ie Empemr constantly 
lafoBcd to Mnd any to sdstain tfaenu i At dbven o^cldek lihe Prince of Neuf- 
doBtei wrote the amesaA letter (No. 3). His M^eityy at the same time, 
drcbrcd the ^ to ceaae on aH points. 

At five o'cbdc OcnetalMdri%foiie of theMemlieraof theMiIkary Jiinti^, and 
DouBernafdKi Yiiarte, aeD^'iroari the town, fejpoived to the teiit of his Serene 
Btig^mesa iiie Majop-Cieneral* They laforaMd him 4^at Ihe moat intelligent 
p^rranf were tf iapmioiv that (be town waa destitute of resourced, and that 
the continuatioii of <die defence would be die height of ntadaesB ; but that 
the lowest iclaiBes of the people, and the crowd of men, drangers to Maiiridj 
wished to defmd thenssehei, and thooght they could do it with eflfect. 
Xhey raqumed tiie day of the 4tli to make the people listen to reason. ' The 
Prince Major-General ptesented thetiv to His Miyesty liie Eanperor and King, 
who addi^essed them dtus : *^ Yo« make use of the name of the People to no 
^ purpose^ if yett camiot restore tnmqnjHiCy, and i^jpease their minds, it is 
'* faeep»e you bi^^ yoursdves excited &em-*yoa have kd them astray by 
^ ^wpagalMg Cilsdioods. Assemble the Oergy, the Heads of Canvents, the 
<^ Akades, the men el property and influence, and let the town ci^itulate 
^ by sht o*ctook in the nooming, or it shaU cease <b exist. I will not, nor 
^ nought I to withdraw my troops. Tou have massacred the unfortunate 
*^ Fmnch pritfoners who had Isllen into your iiands. Only a few days ago 
*^ you sdfitved two penons in the suite of the Russian Ambassador to be 
^ dragged along and murdered in the public streets, because they were 
^^ Frenchmen born. The incapacity and cowardice of a General had put 
*' into your power troops who capitulated on the field of battle ; and the 
^^ capitulation has been violated. You, Mr. Mcurla, what sort of a letter did 
^^ you write to that General It well became you, Sir, to talk. of pillage; 
«* you who, on entering Koussillon, carried off* all the women, and distri- 
" buted them as booty among^ your soldiers ! Besides, what right had you 
^^ to hold such language? — ^the capitulation precluded you from it. See what 
*^ has been the conduct of the English, who are far from piquing themselves 
** on being rigid observers of the Law of Nations. They have complained 
^* of the Convention of Portugal, but they have carried it into effect. 7> 

oa 
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^^ violate military tr^aties^ is to renounoe all ciYilization; it is jJaciqg Gcnerak 

^^ on a footing with the Bedouins of. the desert. How dare you thin pte« 

'^ sume to solicit a capitulation^ you who vidbted duit of Baylen } Sek how 

^' injustice and bad faith always recoil upon the guilty^ and operate to their 

^^ prejudice. I had a fleet at Cadiz : it was in Blllance with Spain ; yet you 

^^ directed against it the mortars of the town,. where you commanded. I 

^^ had a Spanish army in my mnka: i would hai^e pceferred:^in^ it embark 

" on board the English ships^' and being dbliged to precipitate it from the 

^[ rocks of Espinosa^ than to disarm it; I preferred hariiig 7000 more >en6- 

'^ mies to fight, rather than to be deficient in honour and good fiikb^ : Rer 

^' turn to Madrid : I give you till six o'clock to^^morrow momihg^ : Retam 

^^ at that hour, if you have to inform me only that they have swrendered^ 

^' if not, you and your troops.shall be all ptit to the $w6rd*" * 

On the 4th, at six in the mcMiiing, GaierAl Mcsrla and Gafieral Don 

Fernando de Vera, Governor of fhe Town, presetted themselves at the 

tent of the Prince Major4j!eneraL ^ The discourses .of the £mper6r, 

repeated in the midst of the persons of distinction, the tertadrnty that he 

commanded in person, the losses sustained during the foregoing day, had 

carried terror and repentance into all minds. During the ftight the most 

mutinous withdrew themselves from ^e danger by flight, and a pirt of th^ 

troops was disbanded. At ten o'clock General Belliard took the, otonmand 

of Madrid ; all the posts were put into the hands, of the Frea»h> and a 

general pardon was proclaimed. &c.'' ^ 
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W. 

A Sh Eaf* S^ Frere. 

t 

MuySos^mio^ Desde 8u QuartelGen^ en Lecm dice el Marques 
de la Bou^ana k la Junta Suprema Gubernativa del' Reino con f^ de 3 dd 
corriesite q^ bavia 8 dias estaba tratanda coft el Geo} Ingles Sir Dr Baird^ <f 
niajada las tropas de su aadoa en Astorga, para que coii ellas y do9e 6 catorce 
mil hpHibres escogidos^ d(^ Exf^.de su cargo paaar^ k Zamorak reunir se 
qw^ el G^ Sir Jobn McMMne p^ la rata :^,le bavia indicado^ con A fin de bacer 
un movixuientp sojbre los. £n^in^o6 ha^ el punto q^ sea mas conveniente: 
pero quanda se lisonjeaba. de.la eopfaraiid%d del & Baird, le bavia respon- 
didp €f tenia ordei^ positiva de pa^ar por tierra 6 por mar k reunirse por 
Portug^ <;Qn el G^Mopr^* . Que.havia repifido sus instancias a los dos- Ge- 
neral^s^ y ea el 4i& an^pr le bavia ^contestadadefiiiitivatnente el Gen^Baird 
qf ^tiraba sua^tiUena p» ^mbarcarla en la Gonin%>y el oon sus tropas pen^ 
saba dirigirse k Portugal por la costa de Galicia>. 6 pop la provmcia de Tras 
losMoht^ spbre Abneida^ .; Qwe le escribia de acuerdo ooa el G'^Belarde^ 
qf bavia U^ado aquella noche kLeon^ manifestandale la constemacion en 
qf . iba i poner aquel pais con su retirada, la iinpqsibilidad de marchar el 
Marques solo sin ninguna. cavalleria acia- Zamora, los males a q^ quedaba 
expuesta aquella pmvincia, 5 el riesgo q^ amenazaba akReino^de Gidioia.I 
. La Junta $uprema ka sabido con la mayor sorpresaty dolor esta resolucion 
de los Gen^^ Ingleses^ laqual, sLU^rd Lverificarse proporcionaria girandes 
ventajaa k lasarmas Fmncesas^ y acarrearia.k las Espanolaa^ laamas terribles 
cpnsequencias. . Los generosos y prontds socorros q^'nes facilitd la.Inglaterrav 
y las. tropas con q^ nos^ auxiliaba^ aumentaron^ el aoutusiasmoidis nuestros 
PuebloS|. y aJLentaron la justa 6speran9ade q^ esta muniom aseguiria el feliz. 
cadto de la empreza. Por lo mismo el desaliento y consteruaoion qf produ^ 
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ctrd ahora el ver q^ el Ex.^ Britanico^ sin obrar ni reunirae^ se letira k lo» 
Fuertos excitardn sentimientos y causardn efectos contraries a la buena causa. 
Se debilitaran el entusiasmo y ardor q^ hasta ahora ha sostenido la confianza 
en la uniformidad de ideas y en las ^^peraciones del £x^ Ingles unido con 
nuestras tropas. 

Ademas de los irreparables peQuicios q^ seattciamos nosotros^ el Portugal 
quedaria expuesto k verse segunda vez sugeto a los Franceses, q* entonces 
desconcertaban completamente quantos planes y medidas pudieron salvar 
«8to8 dos Tetnos atiados de la Inglaterra, la qual por ultimo resultado no habria 
iacilitado socorros m ttopas sine para haoemos contar su ayuda efectira^ y 
tetirarla en el momenAo mas critieo y iateresante. En rfeeto acaso el Ene- 
migo imnoa ha cstado mas ceroa de se niina (si los Exercitos In^eses y 
Espttfoles. sabcn obrar eon <^xirtaittdad y energia) qp en el momento en q;^ 
debilitado con lo q« le han oodtedo sus ultimMesfoerxos^ podemos aprovechar 
la ventaja de ver au exercko dividido en cubrir una Itnea tan extendida. 

Todas estas consideraGtoiies y las fiinestas consequencias q* politicaniente 
acarreria d retirarse ias tropos IngleaMB no pueden ocultarse i la penetracion 
de V. E. y de los S. S. Generalea de S. M. B. q*" con la reunion contribuian 
k la libertad de Portugal y la nuestra^ y coneluyendo asi la generosa obra k 
(f los de8tin6 la amiga de la Espan'a immortalicaban su nombre y el servicio 
q« hacian k todo el continence. 

Aont^ nuestras tropas han tenido revezes, no hay fiindamento p^ desmayar, 
antes bien el estado de los cosas oAeoe en el nuinero de tropas q^ formarin 
Ingleses y Espanolas, en d entyaiasmo y confianza q* produciri fa union 
unos recursos casi indefectibles q^ deren aseguramos el venciniiento. 

En efecto el M. de la Romana luseard al G^ Sir J. Moore, se le reuniri 
desde luego con catorce mil hombres escogidos de su Ex^ y con las activas y 
energicas piovidenciaa q^ la Junta Suprema ha dictado, deutro de un mes 
aumentari su gente con treinta mil conscriptos de los Reinos de Leon, 
Galicaa, y Asturias. S. M. como V. E. sabe ha resuelto que pase ii conferen- 
ciar con Sir J* Moore uno de sus vocales que estd pronto k marchar, y a 
quien aoompanari como V. E. ha ofrecido^ y contribuird p» su parte al ob- 
jeto els' Stuart 
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Tambien esp^ra q^ V. £« movido de tan fiiertes consideradones se esfuerze 
ea persoadir al G^ en Gefe de las tropas Ingleses q® el entusiasmo de los 
Pueblos, su consuelo, la libertad de la Nacion, la seguridad del Portugal, 
los intereses de la Inglaterra, y los de la Europa entera dependen de q^ se 
verifique al momento la reunion, y concertados los planes se obre del modo 
q« sfrjoagne isontenienlie ; pM» cite otra forma lA te^eonngue d <3lb^^ko de la 
venida, ni de ella habra resultado otra ventaja que la de malograr la mejor 
ocasion de destruir al Enemigo etemo de la quietud del Cbntinente, aban* 
danando ii'iik wertt k fa^BtpanTa y al Portugal^n ^el momeulo en q« mas ne- 
ypsiiainrji fesauKJUostite^i alkria.' / i 

-y npiMoitesieii 4 (^ into se malbgre tan grande ^nvpfm^ t to4o lo.qulil pehgto 
.enMttsidcndra4eV.E«^dtordend^ ' ^ ' ^^ 

t • ' Martin BE Oa^rAVI 



».'5 



•''• •( 
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\Mi WM''^^ ^ (hh Jiu»ta' de Gbioemd cfe: TotadQidifeci iaitMr ia iBafriil^ oemie 
el Ex^^ disperso, y toma las medidas y ha oaU ona^darabiso^al S^ Erfadia qf 
iiiei^ e|te?C|i|^ iendai¥fe.llalUr4,.lw>TOConrd%q^^ morir, cdbmiica 

lil^H^jaf i]p;q« :se)ia^i9^ V. £v^|p^<|^ midiendt>;^u».operap<toMi«okiftK^ 
das tenga la satisfaccion al mi9lilorti€kPpo: dec||f>l«(tenfes|p9iy ^$mixemMtsL 
iiu)|i^. fj^sijL lado p^ ^J^ Patria.. 
Dios gu^ a V. £. m* a^ Toledo 5 de D'bce de 1 8o8^ a la una deUxoaifana. 
Exc"^ S% 
Antonio Perez del Castillo. Ramon Mareca. 
Pfid)RO BioscA* Martin celia Cerda*. 

Manuel de Medina y Camimk 



Thk numbers of eflective ftghtTng men in an army differ muclt 
from the total ntonbers of the various corps, owing to sickness, absentees^ 
and various contingencies. The following is a correct extract from the 
Adjutantr6eneral*s Reports. 
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Effective Soldiers who marched from Portugal under tlie Command of 

Sir John Moore. 



Deter] pOoQ of 
Troops. 



ReifimfTtts. 



0£&fu^3 CoRimanding. 



Nuinhcrs, ! 



Total. 



ArdUciy 



Royal ArtUIery 



Colonel HiLTtiinge - 






3rd Ditto, or XuigiGef-l 

man Legion . _- . -_ i 



Lieut, Col. Jones ' 

MkjoT Burgwedei '* 



Infm^y 



i 



ft^,i < 



i<*i,?» i 



iwft.e 



-r 



il Ml 



N 









^rd Ditto. ^ t ', X 

4th DUto 

5th IXtto 

iJtli Ditto. 

9th Pitta. 
30ih Ditto 
^S^h Ditto 

2pd Ditto. 
36th Ditto. 
3Sth Ditto - ,, 
42nd Ditta - , 
^rd Ditto r,7, 
GOch Ditto fc - 1- V- 
^nd Ditto (Istbatudioai) 
6'2na Ditto (2nd ditto) 
71 St Ditto - ,iT,ir i>" 
T9th Ditto . r - - 
91st Ditto - , . . 
D'ZndDitto - - - - 
951 h Ditto J .,- - - - 
55th Ditto ■ - - , - 

Staff CorjM 

King's Gorman Legion 
1st Light Battalion - - 
3nd Ditto - * • , , 



6b6 



565 
347 






|Jeut. Col. Ironmonger 
Ijautp Col Blunt - - 
CoL Wynch - 
^ilitjpoL Madceiizie 
Major Gordon r -» r , 
Lieut < Col, Campbell - 
^ icutCol, Ross - - 
Lieut Coli Belgqn 
Ideut.Co]. Hynde- - 
Lieut. CoU Biime • - 
Lieut > CoL G rev i lie - 
If^t. CoL Stirling - , 
Lieuti. CoL Null - -, 
iVI^or Kapici' - - - 
Lieut. CoL Barclay - , , 
Lieut CoL Ross - - , 
Lieut. CoL Pack * - 
Lieut. CoL Cameron - 
Major Douglas - - 
Lieut, Col. Napier 
Lieut, CoL Beckwiih - 
Major Travers - - - 
^-aptain Jjcicestcr - - 



'i 



Lieut CoL 
Lieut. CoL 



Leonhart - 
Halkct- - 



616 
734 

ms 
mr 

490 
7^ 
756 
736 
S9S 
880 
Ul 

H'm 

381 
7^4 
B38 
COS 
BOO 
467 
391 
61 

803 
855 



B, The 3rd Regiment 815 strong, Tvho were left on the frontiers 
of Portugal to keep up the communication, should be deducted, 815 
Oie 82nd Rc^ment, commanded by Major WiUiamH, and one company 
of the 3rd joined at Sahagun, forming together aljout 700, are to 
be added *-------*»*^,..«. 700 



115 



686 






p^eidB 



From Portugal 



^d..^\iK 



> 16,933 



18,531 



-- 115 



18,416 
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y •• . \y . V \.r. 



M he £¥utH0^s ^ the Jsrffectivc k^sUmts thdf VMtrchMirMt Corvntui vfid/Ct* 

Sit David Baird. 



•+r-^ 



m ■ > i ii p i w i| (| » n i i ii 



*^4*xii 



Dcwiiftioaof 
Th)0|». 



EegimeotB.; 



: .; Omobrs vtattnuMidSb^* 






TotaL 



Artillery 



Hoists AitilKsfjr 
Riiyal ArtiUerjr 



Oqptstir DDwunmi" 
Ciip(|aiii £vdeigfa ^ 

^ A* • « • • 



hi <tii, 



Cavaliy - ^ 



In&ntry h 



TthMussaiD 
Idlh Ditto* 
16th Ditto • 



J 



Utettt. Col. Vivian 
Lieut. Col. Ldgh '• 
Liedt. Col. Grant* 



}4rr y 
} 



*97 
8U 
527 



let Foot Guani^'(tdt' W.) jliettt 
Dkto (3id battB^Uon) • ' Ueut 
1ft "R^gt (did b«lti^n> ' Majot 
I4ith Ditto <2nd battalion) Uedt! 
99fdDitto-. . . . ^ Lieu^ 
Hith Dittos. • ^ • i'Lieiit; 
y^rd iMtto - ^ - • ^ d; tieiit, 
6l6t IKtto * « • «-^^LiiM!. 
r6th Ditto- ^ - *. * Lieat, 
95thl>itto(detaclimen«s) Lietit. 



C^. Cocks- • 
Cbl. Wlieatley • 
MtiUenr • • 
Cbl. Nidiob 
CDl.Wy*tt-. 
Col.'Mtfxwell ' 
Col. Giflbrd 
CM. Daifllbg' 
Col. Synied - < 
CollVflde- 



IdOD 
1027 
597 
5S0 
496 
745 
fil7 
516 
054 
«9 



Fram CtitxxtuxA, 
tVom Portugal 



'6ti ' 



i,5da 



> 7,401 



9,550 



• - 9,550 

* - 18^416 

Army 5»'>966 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh, 

, MY JLOKO, Salamanea, 8 Dec. 1808, 

hi a short letter whicb acoampanied my dispatch of tiie 5th 
inst I mentioned that the resistance offered by the people of Madrid had 
arrested the operations of the French, and gave a hope that the afl&irs of this 
country might still be recovered, desperate as they are ; yet if the example of 
the Capital is followed, and enthusiasm becomes general, France will be 
forced to divide her armies, and wiU be no longer so formidable. The diffi- 
culty of obtaining information is very great j I have none certain with respect 
to Madrid, only I believe it stiU holds out I have ordered Sir JDavid Baird, 
.who was retreating, to march back. I shall conti»up the arrangements I have 
ordered in Portugal, in case I should be obliged to fell back, but I am pre- 
paring to march to Zamora and Toro, to j^in Baird, whom I have 
ordered to advance to Benavente ; when we are joined, and if the Marquis de 
la Romana, with the troops he is.coUecting at J^n are rtady, I shall move 
towards Burgos, and the communications of the French. Your Lordship 
may depend upon it, that I never shall afcandon the cause a» long as it holds 
out a chance of succeeding; but you must be sensible that the ground may be 
m an mstant cut from under me: Madrid may fall, and I be left to contend 
with vety' superior numbers indeed. I hope a better spirit exists in the 
Southern Provinces; here no one stirs, and yet they ate well inclined. 
An expression in a letter intercepted, from a French officer commanding at 

Vittona to the Chiefofthe Staff with the Army, paints the people in this 
part exactly: ^ 

FP 
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^^ L'esprit publique est toujours mauvais^ toujours de rincredu^it^ sur nos 
avantages^ quant k la tranquillity du pays, elle est parfaite *.'* 

I have made no remark on the subject of your Lordship*s dispatch of the 
25th November, respecting my rank with the Spanish Generals : the Govern- 
ment has not as yet named any one to the Chief Command of their armies, 
every thing on that head is as loose as ever. You perceive by the manner I 
have already expressed myself in former letters, that I have no wish to be 
tenacious on this subject ; but I confess I have heard of none of their Generals 
yet, under whom it would be ^fe to place the command of the British troops. 
I shall certainly always be inclined to pay great deference to the wishes of 
whatever General commands any Spanish army with which I am acting; yet, 
until soihe one appears very different from any we Irnve heard of hitherto, 
it cannot be desirable that fee tihould know he had a right to commantl me 5 
and I caiMfKyt help beseeching you to consider this subject once more before 
you finally fix it. 

As I am sending a courier to Sir David Baird, I have written this on the 
chance of an opportunity oflfering to forward it ; and in this manner I shall 
endeavour to keep you in the current of affairs here. I have sent Colonel 
Graham to Madrid to send me inf>rmation of what is passing there. Lord 
Paget with th^ cavalry anriv«s at Zamora to-morrow, and next day I propose 
moving a coips mth myself to Toro. 

I know not if your Lonfahip has heard lately from General Charies Stuart 5 
he is m our front, and very well. 

I hav« llie liotiour to be, &c. ' 

John Moore. 

P. S. Tb^ Junta ai« gone to Badajos ; not i very good • example for the 
people. 

♦ Thedispgiitiaiiof thppi«icflai«diialwayabadj our aMteeasci aw ne? er brtkwed, but 

the country reiDAin^ completely jtrsgiiqiiil. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Ca^tlereagh. 

Mr LORD, Salamanca, 10 Dec. laoa 

Colonel Graham^ whom I had seal; to Madrid^ .returned to vie 
last night. He could only get as far as Talavera de la Rekut, where he found 
IwO' members of the Supreme Junta^ who informed him that Madrid had ca- 
pilulatcKl on the $A. The Duke of Castd^mnco and Mr. Morla^ who were at 
Iftie head of the Junta established at Madrid, ans accuocd by the pe<^de of 
hetrftyingt^m. Caetelbu*, liie Ci^tain^jeiieral, and all the military QAcers 
of rank, refused to ratify the Treaty, and left the town with l6 pieees of 
cannon. The people re&iae to give up their armsk, but the French haAre the 
galsto, the Retvro^ andPrado. Saragossa stiUs holds, out, and it is sadd, that 
on the 1st they repulsed the Fveneh, who had macEe a general attack. It ia 
said that attempts apre making to assemble a great force in tlie Sottth ; I dare 
81^ tfie force will be assembled, but the effbrta it will make when assembled, 
I must think ave very doubtftiL I cannot believe that real eiuthueiasm ia^ 
spread over any considerable portion of Spain. Had the people of Madrid 
been really determined, I do not see how Mt. de Morta and the Duke of 
Ctotelfraneo could have given up- the town. Tbey accuse their leaders ta 
eov^ their own want of spirit : this waa the ease with General St. Juan, who 
commanded when the pass of Somasierra waa forced ; it is thought his troopa^ 
misbehaved, they have aince accused hiia of treachery, and have murdered 
him. I certainly thix^k the cause desperate, because I see no determined 
spirit any where, unless it be at Saragossa. There is however a chance ; ^nd 
whilst there is thatj, I think mysell bound to rua all riska to support it. I 
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am now differently situated from what I was when Castanos was defeated : I 
have been joined by General Hope, the artillery, and all the cavalry (Lord 
Paget with 3 Regiments is at Toro) ; and my junction with Sir David Baird 
is secure, though I have not heard from him since I ordered him to return to 
Astorga. Madrid^ though it has capitulated, must still engage a considerable 
part of the Enemy's force. Saragossa is also a considerable diversion ; and 
the collections forming in the South cannot be neglected ; all his force 
cannot thus be directed against me. The corps collecting under the 
Marquis of La Romana at Leon is, I am told by Sir David Baird, very 
bad. I shall however connect myself with it ; and I mean to move to Valla- 
dolid, where I shall order Baird to join me ; and to which neighbourhood I 
hope also that La Romana will advance. 

This movement I shall begin to morrow^ by sending two corps to join Lord 
Paget at Toro ; Generals Hope and Frazer, from Alva de Tonnes and 
this place, shall move on Tordesillas. I hope on the 14th to be at Val- 
ladolid. My communication when there will become uncertain with Almeida 
and Portugal, from whence all my stores are not yet forwarded, but I must 
take my chance : I shall be in Fortune's way ; if she smiles, we may do some 
good ; if not, we shall still, 1 hope^ have the merit of having done all we could. 
The army, for its number, is excellent ; and is, I am confident, quite deter- 
mined to do its duty. 1 have had a letter from Sir John Craddock from 
Corunna ; he was proceeding to Lisbon ; he has landed part of the money 
from the Lavinia there, and will land the rest at Oporto or Lisbon. I have 
begged of him to bring the two regiments from Gibraltar to the Tagus. 

I understand that Mr. Murray is intended to relieve Mr. Erskine, and to 
supersede Mr. Kennedy. Tlie latter has acted as Chief Commissary with 
this army since it reached Spain (Mr. Erskine is still at Lisbon)^ and has cer- 
tainly acquired a degree of experience which is extremely useful : it is quite 
cruel for him to be thus superseded by an officer not previously of higher 
rank to himself, and who probably has much less experience^ and not more 
ability : at any rate, a new man at the head of the Department would be very 
prejudicial at this moment ; Kennedy could not be expected to act under 
him. I have therefore begged Sir John Craddock to keep Mr* Murray at 
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Liflbon ; and I hope, unless Mr. Murray's talents are known to be very su- 
perior^ that he may not be permitted to supersede Mr. Kennedy with this 
army^ who without money, and under many disadvantages^ has hitherto sup- 
plied us well. I should hope that the rest of the cavalry your Lordship has 
mentioned, will be sent without delay. 

The horses and harness of the waggon train will be useful, but their wag- 
gons are heavy and bad ; those we get in the country are more convenient. 
I should therefore propose to leave the wagons at home, and send the rest of 
that establishment only. 

Until afiairs in Spain bear a more promising aspect, I should think your 
Lordship will approve of keeping at Corunna and Lisl>on a sufficient quantity 
of transports for the re-embarkation of the army ; and I think many reasons 
unite to make it desirable for us to be in possession of Cadiz. I mean to men- 
tion this to Mr. Frere. When it is agreed to, the two regiments from Gibral- 
tar, as the most ready, could take possession, and garrison it. 
I have the honour to be, &c. 

John Mooke. 



BB. 

Letter Jrom Sir John Moore to Lord CastlereagL 

MY LORD, SaUmanca, 12 December, 1808. 

I LEAVE this place to-morrow ; and I shall be at Valladolid* 
on the itfth, with the troops I brought with me from Lisbon, with the addi- 
tion of three regiments of cavalry from Engbnd, amounting to 1500. I have 
not heard from the Marquis of Romana, and .must. give up the co-operation 
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of his corps for the presait. Sir David Baird^s will not be at Astoi^ for some 
4mj$ ; Iwt be will adyance to Benavente when ready ; and^ as he will be in 
xsy rear^ he can move up, or I can iall back upon him ; but 1 do not think 
ijt advisaUe longer to delay moving forward. I shall threaten the French 
communications, and create a diversion, if the Spaniards can avail them* 
selves of it ; but the French have in the North of Spain from Bo to 90,000 
men, and more are expected. Tour Lordship may, therefore, j^idge what 
wiU be our situation if the Spaniards! do not display a determinaticii very 
different from any they have shewn hitherto. I have written to Sir John 
Craddock to keep whatever transports are not required for the embarkation 
of! the troopis ia Portugal, ready to send to Vigo, if required. If I am 
fero^ to retreat, it aviIL probably be on the Galieias. Tbt road is good, and 
the country capable of being defended. In this case we shall vrant Aour, 
as Uaie country produces only cattle in any abundance. Whatever ships are 
jsent from England, for the purpose of withdrawing the Array, should call 
at Corunna for orders, and then rendezvous at Vigo* It is to Corunna also 
that mency, and every supply, should be forwarded. The communication 
from Lisbon and Oporto, through Portugal, is so very bad, that nothing 
can be forwarded in time ; and, as I consider myself now united with 
Baird's corps, I shall certainly of the two, whether for retreat or communi- 
cation, prefer Galicia to Portugal. 

I fear that Mr. Frere is infinitely more sanguine upon the subject of Spain 
than I am. This is to be regretted, as it renders it more embarrassing for 
you to come to a decision upon the measure to be pursued. I have seen no 
ability with the Spanish Government, but much the reverse : none has been 
displayed by their officers in the command of the armies ; no one officer 
has yet a chief direction of the military branch ; the armies have shewn no 
resolution, the people no enthusiasm, nor no daring spirit ; and that which 
has not been shewn hitherto, I know not why it should be expected to be 
cfispbyed heneafie r. I feel as if the British wa^ the only efllcient force in 
Spain. Your LoBEbhip will considev with whait view it was originany sent ; 
ivhether in aid of aA enthusiastic hrave people, capable of %hting their ovm 
batt}efl> or to contend ailone with Fraaee^ and retrieve the aftirs of a beaten 
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disorganized nation. We have had now some proof of the efforts of which 
Spain is capable ; and we can judge by the resistance they have made^ whether 
they have fought with that spirit and obstinacy of a people ardent for the 
independence of their country. It is certainly right for your Lordship to 
consider well these matters^ that you may be able to estimate justly the aid 
which is to be expected in this stru^e from the Spanish nation^ and decide 
to what amount the British Army should be reinforced^ or^ if not rein- 
forced, what measures it should follow. The French force in Spain may 
fairly be set down a,t 80^000 men *, besides what is in Catalonia ; the British 
nt 2J or 2^fiQ0j including the regiments coming from Portugal. The 
French expect considerable reinforcemesits. The armies which the Spa- 
niards bad formed have be^ beaten and dispersed^ and are again collecting. 
This, my Lord, is, I believe^ the true statement ; and I leave your Lordship 
to throw into the scale what portion of enthusiasm, resolution^ and ability, 
you think we have a right to expect from the specimen already given. 

As this letter is private, I have written it with a freedom which otherwise 
I should not have used. It is my wish to give you every material upon 
which to found a just opinion ; for certainly the situation of this Army is 
too criti<^l to be long neglected ; and unless a s{Hrit is displayed by the 
Spaniards, of which we see no indication^ it is iippossible but they must be 
subdued. 

I have the honoqr to be, &c. 

John Moouu 

* Sir J. ]Vfoore*9 iutfiUi^^^ce, parUcuIar]|r that obtained througk the Spanish Goi^enment^ 
was often imperfect. Instead of 80^000^ he should have said 150^000. 
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AviENDO apurado todos los medios^ y reflexiones political 
militares^ y convenientes p* q* V. Ex* desistiera del projecto derretirar sus 
tropas k Ciudad Rodrigo, y aun a Portugal, y las de Astoi^ & Galicia, dici- 
endo V. Ex* de q^ el Marques de la Romana solo havia podido Juntar cinco 
mil hombres, determine salir de Salamanca ayer manana, p* ir aencontrar 
la Junta Suprema de Goviemo, considerando concluida mi comision, y oi me 
alcanzado un Posta con una carta del Marques de la Romana, cuya copia 
remito a V, Ex* p' sipuede hacer le mas fuerza q* mis reflexiones, y variar 
8U plan, q^ silleya averificarse, y no condesciende V. Ex* aq^ se reuna toda 
8u Exercito con el de Astorga, y el del Marques de ta Romana en Zamora, 
il otro punto, q® pueda imponer k los Enemigos, es inevitable la destruccion 
de Espaif a, y quiza V. Ex* mismo se verd obligado k embarcarse p* Yngla- 
terra, y si V. Ex* condocendiese en la reunion espresada,. seria mui dable de 
q® los Enemigos desistieran de atacarce Madrid, y retroce dieran, loq^ darfa 
tiempo, aq^ se reuniera el Exercito del Centro, y tomar otra^ dispociones 
conducentesv Sp^ a V. Ex* se sirva dar una contestacion alq® le entregue 
esta, pi* q« mela embie por un expro, y si V. Ex* hariese la bondad de escri- 
vir at Marques de la Rdmana su ultima determinacion envista defa ad^unta, 
seria mui conveniente. 

Dios gue k V. Ex* m" a^ La Calzada de Ban'os 7 de Diciembre de l8o&. 



Ejt^ S^ Gen} More. 



Ex«o Setf or, 

Ventura Escalakte* 
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DD. 

Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY LORP^ Toro, 16 Dec. 1808. 

I HAD the honour to receive your Lordship*s letter of the 
3d Dec. with enclosiu^s^ forwarded to me by a Kjng's Messenger, who 
reached me on the night of the 13th, at Alaejos, the head quarters of the 
Army, after its first march from Salamanca. I was to have proceeded, on 
the 15th, to Valladolid; which place I should have reached the next day, 
when I received the letter of which I send your Lordship a copy* It is 
from Berthier, Prince of Neufchatel, to Marshal Soult, Duke of Dalmaitia. 
The officer who was charged with it was murdered by some peasants, near 
Valdestillos, between Segovia and Valladolid ; who brought the letter to 
our advanced posts, to B. General Stewart. I was determined by the infor- 
mation it contained to prefer the spedly union of the Army^ to every other 
object ; and therefore, instead of Valladolid, I marched to this place. I hkd 
already directed Sir David Baird to push on his corps, by brigades, to Beha- 
vente. The first arrived there yesterday, and the brigade of Guards will 
reach it this day. I shall march from this to-morrow; to some villages 
within two or three leagues of Benavente. I shall there be so close a* to 
be able to protect Sir David's junction, and make it perfectly secure. It 
will be the 20th before all his corps are up. If then Marshal Soult is so 
good as to approach us, we shall be much obliged to him; but if not we 
shall march towards him. It will be very agreeable togive a wipe to such a 
corps; although, with respect to the cause generally, it will probably have 
no effect, Spain being in tiie state described in Berthier's letter. Shie has 
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made no efforts for herself; our's come too late, and cannot at any rate be 
sufficient. The French seem to have1)een ill informed of our movements : 
they are, however, soon acquainted with them, as our advanced posts have 
met ; and Gen. Charles Stuart, with a detachment of the l8th Dragoons, on 
the night of the 12th, surprised a detachment of their cavalry and infantry 
in the village of Rueda, killed and took prisoners the greatest part of them. 
The affair was trifling, but was managed by the B. General with much address, 
and was executed with spirit by the officers and men. It was a detaohment 
from Valladolid, where Gen. Franceschi commanded, with 3 or 400 cavalry. 
He had no knowledge of our being so near, and would not believe one of 
the men, who escaped from the village in the dark, and carried to him the 
r^c^ of the surpnse, and defeat, of the detachment. Whether, when Buo- 
paparte bears diat we have not retired to Lisbon, he will give to the corps 
pn their march to Bad^os a different directic^, I cannot aay ; but whilst I 
piaroh toward3 Soult I must take care not too much to unoover Astorga, and 
the pas3es into Galicia ; from whence in future I must draw all my stores, 
and through which ultimately, if pressed, I s^lone can retreat. Should, 
therefore, on my approach, Soult retire towards Burgos to join Junot, who 
is oji his march to that place with the 8th corps, I shall <rf course be forced 
to desist, and to return to this neighbourhood. In short, unless some great 
efforts, of which there is now but Uttle probability, are made by the Spa- 
niards, it is evident how the business must terpainatq. For, even if I beat 
Soult, unless the victory has the effect tq rouse the Spaniards, imd t^ give 
their leaders ability, it will be attended with no ptber advantage than the 
character it will attaoh to the British arms. I hav^ apprised Sir Jc^n Cradr 
dock pf Buonaparte's march to Badajos ; which has fiace been co^fijcmed tQ 
me, by a n\ap whp left Tal^vera, aft^ his a4vanced guard ha4 entered it. 
I have told him, that, in ca^? pf i^^treat, naine will be through Galicie ; and 
I hs^ve begged him, after selecting the quan^ty of i^ipiage ^^ecssary for t)](9 
embarkation of the tropps in Portugal, to i9@ad the rest to Vigo, to w«it my 
orders. The lieutenant-General will po^unuqiicate tp yQ»^ Lordsb^ ^ 
quantity of tonna^ he s^ds to Vigo, when you will he able 'to judge the 
q«9ntity neiceM^ to b^ sent thei^ from England, shPHld th^ ra-embftrkation 
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of this Army become necessary. Your Lordship must see the probability of 
such an event ; and will, I fancy, think it right to have the means upon the 
spot. Should this Army retire into Gralicia, and remain in it any time, I 
understand from Sir David Baird that we shall want flour ; which I should 
hope you will send from England. With respect to the propriety of sending 
reinforcements, I must leave your Lordship to determine. If at this moment 
I had 7 or SoOO cavalry, I should certainly do much. If we retire into the • 
Galicias they would be an encumbrance. And, to enable us to keep our ground 
in Spain, the reinforcements of both cavalry, infantry, and artillery, must 
be considerable indeed. I shall endeavour to give your Lordship from time 
to time every information, and must then leavfe you to form your deter- 
mination. It is a subject upon which you ean form as good a judgment as 
the best military man, I shall ever be of dpiniiH), that unless Spain herself 
makes greater- efibrts, and displays more ardour and energy in her own cause, 
the eflbrts of England can be of no avaiL 

I have the honour to be, 8tc. 

John Moore. 

P.S. I received a letter on tJie 13th from the Marquis of Romana, in 
which he says he will send an officer to me, as he does not choose to trust 
to paper, by a messenger, tiie subject he has to communicate. This officer 
has not yet come. The Marquis is still at Leon, he says, with 20,000 men, 
3000 of whom have no arms ; but from Sir David BaircTs account they are 
in no state to be m«ich depended upon ; and he seems also to doubt their 
number. The fugitives from that and other armies are spread over the 
whole country. They have in general their arms, and will be troublesome 
subjects to Ae J'rench. Atid we may expect to hear of continual insurrec- 
tions> in different parts of Spain, of massacres, &c. ; but there must be a 
great change in the conduct and' character of this country before the people 
are brought t6 assemble in armies, and to ad up<»i ^stem. 

J.M. 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh. 

MY hOKVy Benaoente, 28 Dec. 1808. 

Since I had the honour to address you upon the l6th from 
Toro^ the army has been almost constantly marching through snow, and 
with cold that has been very intense. The weather within these few days 
has turned to rain, which is much more uncomfortable than the cold, and 
has rendered the roads almost impassable. On the Slst the army reached 
Sahagun ; it was necessary to halt there, in order to refresh the men, and on 
account of provisions. The information I received was, that Marshal Soult 
was at Saldana with about 1 6,000 men, with posts along the river from 
Guarda to Carrion. 

The army was ordered to march in two columns at eight o'clock on the 
night of the 23d to force the bridge at Carrion, and from thence proceed to 
Saldana. At six o^clock that evening I received information that consider- 
able reinforcements had arrived at Carrion from Pakncia ; and a letter from 
the Mar({uis de la Romana informed me that the French were advancing 
from Madrid, either to Valladolid or Salamanca. It was evident that it was 
too late to prosecute the attempt upon Soult ; that I must be satisfied with 
the diversion I had occasioned ; and that I had no time to lose to secure my 
retreat. The next morning General Hope, with his own di^sion and tliat 
of Lieutenant-General Fraser, marched to Mayorga. I sent Sir David Baird 
with his division to pass the river at Valencia ; and I followed General Hope 
on the S&th with the reserve, and the light brigades, by Mayorga, Valderos, 
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to Benavente ; the cavalry, under Lord Paget, followed the reserve on the 
jBfith ; both the latter corps entered this place yesterday. We continue our 
march on Astorga : Generals Hope and Fraser are already gone on. Sir 
David Baird proceeds to-morrow from Valencia ; ^nd I shall leave this with 
the reserve at the same time. Lord Paget will remain with the cavalry, to 
give us notice of the approach of the Enemy. Hitherto their infantry have 
not come up, but they are near, and the cavalry is round us in great num* 
hers ; they are checked by our cavaliy, which have obtained by their spirit 
and enterprize an ascendancy over that of the French which nothing but 
great superiority of numbers on their part will get the better of. 

The diversion made by our march on Sahagun, though at a great risk to oar^ 
selves, has been complete ; it remains to be seen what advantage the l^paniards 
in the South will be able to take of it. But the march of the French on Ba- 
dajos was stopped when its advanced guard had reached Talavera de la Reina ; . 
and every thing disposable is now turned in Ihis direction. The stores I had 
collected here are moving back to Astorga, and those at Astoi^ to Villa- 
franca. The roads are very bad, and the means of carriage scanty. If I 
am pressed 1 must lose some of them ; and I may be forced to fight a bat* 
tie. This, however, I shall endeavour to avoid ; for certainly, in the pre- 
sent state of things, it is more Buonaparte's game than mine. It is said that 
he comes himself with 10,000 of his guards. The force moving against us 
cannot be less than 50,000 men : we shall, when at Astorga, be about 27,000. 
The Marquis la Romana came forward to Mansilla with 6,000 to co-operate 
with me in the attack on Soult : I therefore conclude that he cannot have 
above 8,000 fit for action. The country about Astorga oflfers no advantage 
to an inferior army ; I shall, therefore, not stop there longer than to secure 
the stores, and shall retreat to Villafranca, where, I understand, there is a 
position. But if the French pursue, 1 must hasten to the coast ; for there 
is a road to Orense which leads more direct to Vigo, and which, of course; 
renders the position at Villafranca of no avail. Some time ago the Marquis 
la Romana intimated his intention of retiring into the Galidias by Astorga 
and Villafranca. I endeavoured to dissuade him from it ; pointing out, ta 
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him^ that it was tlie only communidation we had for our retreat or supplies^ 
and begged that it might be left open to us. He stopped his retreat for the 
moment, but I much fear he will now prosecute it ; in which case I know 
not how it will be possibly for us to pass, 

Iliad the honour to receive your Lordsliip's dispatches of the lOth by 
Captain Hardinge, yesterday morning. I shall be guided by circumstances ;. 
and shall not^ you may rest assured^ retreat an inch beyond what 1 am com- 
pelled to do. But I fear if once I am forced into the Mountains, that the 
want of the means of subsistence will make it necessary to proceed down tx> 
the coast, to be provisioned from the ships. I need hardly add, the neces- 
sity of sending immediately the means of transport to re-embark the army, 
at Vigo or Corunna. 

The only part of the army which lias hitherto been engaged with the 
Enemy, has been the cavalry ; and it is impossible for me to say too much in 
their praise. I mentioned to yohr Lordship, in my Letter of die l6th, the 
success Bhgadier-General Stuart had met with, in defeating a detachment of 
cavalry at Rueda ; since that, few days have passed without his taking or kill- 
ing different parties of the French, generally superior in force to those which 
attacked them. Oh the march to Sahagun Lord Paget had information- of 
six of seven hundred cavalry being in that town. He marched on the niglit 
of the 20th from some villages where he was posted in front of the army at 
Mayorga, with the lOth and 15th Hussars. The lath marched straight to 
the town, whilst Lord.Pagiet with the 15th endeavoured to turn it Unfor- 
tunately, he fell in with a patrole, one of whoin escaped and gave the alarm ; 
by this means the French had time to form on the outside of the town, before 
Lord Paget got round. He immediately charged' them ; beat them, and took 
from 140 to 150 prisoners, amongst whom weretwo lieutenant colonelsandeleven 
officers ; with the loss on our part of six or eighri men, and,' perhaps, twenty 
wounded. There have been taken by the cavalry ftx)m 400 to 5 00 French, 
besides a considerable number killed ; this since we b^an our march from 
Salamanca. On his march fi^m Sahagun on the 26th Lord Paget with two 
jquadrons of the 10th attacked a detachment of cavalry at Mayorga, killed 
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twenty^ and took above one hundred prisoners. Our cavaliy is very superior 
in quality to any the French have ; And the right spirit has been infused into 
them by the example aikl instruction cf their two leaders^ Lord Paget GOid 
Brigadier-Genend Stuart. 

I have the honour to be^ &c, 

John Moors. * 



Sir John Moore to Lord Cdstleredgh. 

MY LORD^ Benavente, 28 Dec, 1808. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose some letters contained in a bag 
lately intercepted, the courier murdered^ going from France to Buonaparte. 
Those I enclose were all that I thought in the least interesting* That from 
Champigni you will think particularly so. 

I have the honour^ &c. 

John Moor£» 



Sir John Moore to Jjord Qtstlereagk^ 

MT ]X>1U>; Astorga, 3lst Dec. 1808. 

1 ARRIVED here yesterday; where, contrary to his promise, 
antf to my expectation, I found the Marquis la Romana, with a great part — 
of his tro<^. Nobody can describe his troops to be worse thaiv he does; 
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Had he complains' as much as. we do of the indifFerence of the inhabitants^ 
and of his disappointment at their want of enthusiasm. He said to me, in 
direct terms, that, had he known how things were, he neither would have 
accepted the command, nor have returned to Spain. With all this, how- 
ever, he talks of attacks and movements which are quite absurd, and then 
returns, to the helpless state of his amay and of the country. 

He could not be persuaded to destroy the bridge at Mansilla. He posted 
some troops at it, who were forced and taken prisoners by the French, on 
their march from Mayorga. With respect to me, my Lord, and the British 
troops, it has come to that point which I have long foreseen. Abandoned 
from the beginning by every thing Spanish, we were equal to nothing by 
ourselves. From a desire to do what I could, I made the movement against 
Soult. As a diversion it has answered completely ; but, as there is nothing 
<o take advantage of it, I have risked the loss of the Army for no purpose. 
I have no option now but to fall down to the coast as fast as I am able. 1 
found no provision here : the little which has been collected had been con- 
sumed by Sir David's corps in their passage; and there is not two days' bread 
to carry the Army to Villafranca. I have been forced to. push on the troops 
by divisions, without stopping. General Fraser, with his division, will be 
at Villafranca this day, and will proceed on to Lugo. General Hope, with 
his division, stopped yesterday two leagues from this, and proceeds this 
morning, followed by Sir David Baird. The two flank brigades go by the 
road to Ponferada. I shall follow, with the reserve and cavalry, to Villa- 
franca, either this night or to-morrow morning, according as I hear the 
approach of the French. There is no means of carriage : the people run 
away, the villages are deserted ; and I have been obliged to destroy great 
part of the ammunition and military stores. For the same reason I am 
obliged to leave the sick. In short, my sole object is to save the Army. 
We must all make forced marches to the coast, from the scarcity of provi- 
sions, and to be before the £nemy ; who, by roads upon our flanks, may 
otherwise intercept us ; * but, after a time, the same difficulty which afiects 
us, must affect him; therefore, the rear once passed Villafr^ca, I do not 
expect to be molested. 
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I hope to find on the coast transports for the embarkation of the troops. 
If not, I hope to be able to take up some position, which 1 can maintain 
until they arrive. 

It is not probable that we can be followed by the numbers which are now 
marching against us. And, once collected upon the coast, we shall certainty 
not allow ourselves to be molested by any thing like equal numbers. It is 
only whilst retreating that we are vulnerable. I have heard of some dis- 
patches from your Lordship ta me, entrusted to Lieut.-CoI Chabot ; but he 
has been sent into Portugal, and I have not received them. 

' The morning I marched from Benavente, some squadrons of Buonaparte^s 
guards passed the river at a ford above the bridge. They were attacked by 
B. .General Stewart, at the head of the piquets of the l8tli, and 3d German 
Light Dragoons, and driven across the Ford. Their Colonel, a General of 
Division, Lefebre, was taken, together with about 70 officers and men. 
The affair was well contested. The numbers with which Gen. Stewart at- 
tacked were inferior to the French. It is the corps of the greatest character 
in their army ; but thie superiority of the British was, I am told, very con- 
spicuous. I enclose, for your Lordship^s satisfaction. Lord Paget*s report of it. 
This army, there cannot be a doubt, would have distinguished itself, had the 
Spaniards been able to offer any resistance ; but, from the beginning, it was 
placed in situations in which, without the possibility of doing any good, it was 
itself constantly risked — and now it is good fortune' alone that can save it. 
It is impossible to deny that its discipline has been affected by the late move- 
ments. The shoes and necessaries are destroyed ; and, for some time after 
it reaches the coast, the men will be in the worst state. 

I send the Frenoh General Lefebre to Corunna, to be forwarded to Eng- 
lawi He ig a young man ; and, I should suppose, from the station he held^ 
a personal fevourite of Buonaparte. 

I have the honour, &c. 

John Moore* 
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Letter from Sir John Moore to Lord Castlereagh *. 

MY LORD^ Cormna, 13 Jamary, 1809. 

Situated as this army is at present^ it is impossible for me to 
detail to your Lordship the events which have taken place^ since I had the 
honour to address you from Astorga on the 3 1st December. I have therefore 
determined to send to England Brigadier-General Charles Stewart^ as the 
Officer best qualified to give you every information you can want^ both with 
respect to our actual situation^ and the events which have led to it. From 
his connection with your Lordship, and with His Majesty's Ministers, what- 
ever he relates is. most likely to be believed. He is a man in whose honour I 
have the most perfect reliance ; he is incapable of stating any thing but the 
truth, and it is the truth which at all times I wish to convey to your Lord- 
ship, and to the King's government. 

^ Your Lordship knows that had I followed my own opinion as a military 
man^ I should have retired with the army from Salamanca. The Spanish 

' ^ In this dispatch there are seTeral omissions^ owing to the foUowing circumstance : 

In the month of March last, the Secretary of State for the War Department sent for the 
Author, and informed him, that it was the intention of A^bninktration to accede to laying this 
letter before Parliament ^ which, however, being a private letter, and not writtm in the usual 
manner of official dispatches, it was thought proper to omit some passages which his Lordship 
would point out The Author replied, that he could not presume to object to any omissions 
which did not affect his brother's reputation. After this conversation it was judged improper to 
fiU up the blanks. One passage at the beginning, however, it was considered, might be re- 
stored, where mention is made of the Honourable Brigadier-General Stewart^ brother to Lcvd 
Castlereagh. 
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urmies were then beaten ; there ivas no Spanish force to which we cduld 
unite; and #**#** * 

« «*##*«« * 

I was satisfied that no efforts would be made to aid us, or £sivour the cause in 
which they were engaged. I was sensible, howerer, that the apathy and in- 
difference of the Spaniards would never have been believed ; that, had the 
British been withdrawn, the loss of the cause would have been imputed to 
their retreat ; and it was necessary to risk this army to convince the people 
of England, as wdl as the rest of Europe, that the Spaniards had neither the 
power, ncKT the kicUnation, to make any efforts for themselves^ 

It was for this reason that I marched to Sahagun. As a diversion it suc- 
ceeded: I brought the whole disposable force of the French against this 
army, and it has been allowed to follow it, without a single movement being 
made *# * « «# * m 

* * * to favour its retreat. 

# «^# * # « «.# # 

* * 4> » # « The people of the Gallicias, 
though armed, made no attempt to stop the passage of the French through 
their mountains. They abandoned their dwellings at our approach, drove 
away their carts, oxen, and every thing that could be of the smallest aid to the 
army. The consequence has been, that our sick have been left behind ; and 
when our horses or mules failed, which on such marches and through such a 
country was the case to a great extent, baggage, ammunition, stores, and 
jeven money, were necessarily destroyed or abandoned. 

I am sorry to say that the army, whose conduct I had such reason to extol 
on its march through Portugal, and on its arrival in Spain, has totally chang^ 
its diaracter since it began to retreat ^ « « « 

#« « « • * «* 

I can say nothing in it^ favour, but that when there was a prospect of fight- 
ing the Enemy, the men were then orderly, and seemed pleased, and deta*« 
mined to do their daty. In front of Vijlafranca the French came up with 
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&e reserve, with which I was covering the retreat of the army;* They attacked 
it at Calcabalos. I retired, covered by the 95th regiment, and mardied that 
night to Ilerrerias, and thence to Nogales and Lugo ; where I had ordered 
the different divisions which preceded to halt and collect. At Lugo tHe 
French again came up with me ; they attacked our advanced posts on the 
6th and 7th, and were repulsed in both attempts with little loss on our side« 
' I heard from the prisoners taken^ that three divisions of the French army 
commanded by Marshal Soult were come up : I therefore expected to be at- 
tacked on the morning of the 8th. It was my. wish to oome to that issue; 
I had perfect confidence in the valour of the troops, and it was only by crip- 
pling theEnemy that we could hope either to retreat or to embark unoscrfested. 
I made every preparation to receive the attack ; and drew out the army in 
the morning to offer battle. This was not Marshal Soult's object : he. either 
did not think himself sufficiently strong, or he wished to play a surer game 
by attacking us on our march, or during our embarkation. The country was 
intersected, and his position too strong for me to attack with an inferior force. 
The want of provisions would not enable me to wait longer. I marched that 
night ; and in two forced marches, bivouacing for six or eight hours in the 
Tain^ I reached Betan2os on the 10th instant. * ^ . * t 

# . ♦ * ♦ # * f . ♦ 

** . t- # # * « # « 

At Lugo I was sensible of the imposaibility of reaching Vigo, which was at 
W gi^at a distance,' and offered no advantages to embark in the laoe of an 
'Enemyi My intention then was to have retreated to the peninsula of Betan- 
zos ; where I hoped to find a position to cover the embarkation of the army 
in Ares or Rodes Bays : but having sent ant>fficer to recoimoitre it, by his 
report I waS determined to prefer this place. I gave notice to the Admiral of 
my intention, and begged that the transports might be brought to Cormma. 
Had I found them here on my arrival on the ilth instant^ the embarkation 
would easily have been effected ; for I had gained several marches on the 
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French. They have now come up with us, the transports are not arrived. 
My position in front of this place is a very bad one ; and this place, if I am 
forced to retire into it, is commanded within musket shot ; and the harbour 
will be so commanded by cannon on the coast that no ship will be able to lay 
in it. In short, my Lord, General Stewart will inform you how critical our 
situation is. It has been recommended to me, to make a proposal to the 
Enemy to induce him to allow us to embark quietly ; in which case, he gets 
us out of the country soon, and this place with its stores, &c. complete; that,, 
otherwise, we have it in our power to make a long defence, which must en- 
sure the destruction of .the town. I am averse to make any such proposal ; 
and am exceedingly doubtful if it would be attended with any good effect : 
but, whatever I resolve on this head, I hope your Lordship will rest assured,, 
that I shall accept no terms that are in the least dishonourable to the Army,, 
or to the Country. I find I have been led into greater length and more de- 
tail than I thought I should have had time for : I have written under inter- 
ruptions, and with my mind much occupied with other matter. My letter 
written so carelessly can only be considered as private ; when I have more 
leisure I ishall write more correctly. In the Ihean time I rely on General 
Stewart for giving your Lordship the information and detail which I have 
omitted. I should regret his absence, for his services have been very distin- 
fished : but the state of his eyes makes it impossible for him to serve, and 
this country is not one in which Cavalry can be of mudi use.^ 

If I succeed in embarking titie Army I shall send it to England — it is 
quite unfit for further service until it haa bcMi refitted, which can best be 
done there. * * * * * ♦ 

*♦ m m # « *.* 

I have the honour to be, &c.. 

John. Moors*^ 
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From Mr. Prere to HiMIEwcellency Mr. De Garutt/. (See p. 5fi.) 

SIR, Jranfuez, 23 Nov. 1808. 

I HAVE thought it proper to address your Excellency, as a 
Member and Secretary of the Supreme Central Junta, a representation 
which appears to me too important not to be communicated to that Assembly 
through a person distinguished by their confidence, and by the important 
afiice he hokls. 

I have received letters from Sir John Moore, which renders it neoessaiy 
for me to recapitulate the complaints which he has addressed to me, and 
which he regrets he is not able to make in person at Aranjuez. 

He complains, in the first place, of the state of ignarance he is left in 
respecting the number and position of the Enemy's forces ; and even of the 
plans and (^rations of the campaign^ to such a degree (he writes) that, 
when the very unmilitary evacuation of Valladolid by General Pignatelli 
took place, that Officer did not think it his duty to inform him of it. 
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The particulars of the march^ and of the effective strength of the army oS 
Estremadura^ were likewise for a long time miknovm to him. The retreat 
of General Blake^ and his subsequent retreat to Reynosa, he was also left 
Ignorant of^ until he learnt these events from Madrid. He continues in 
these words^ ^ I am in no communication with any of the Spanish armies^ 
^^ nor am I made acquainted with the plans either of the Government^ or of 
'^ the Generals. Castanos^ with whom I was put in correspondence^ is dis- 
^^ missed from his command^ at the moment I expected to hear front him ;: 
^^ and Romana, with whom I suppose I now ought to correspond^ is absents 
^^ In the mean time the French^ whose numbers I cannot learn, are only 
" four days' march distant from my army, which is only assembling. No» 
^ chaimel of information has been opened for me, and I have not been long^ 
*' enough in the country to procure one for myself. I give you this infor- 
^^ mation, and I vtrish I could go myself to Aranjuez or Madrid, to make a 
^^ representation of it ; for, in truth, if things remain in this situation, the 
^ ruin of the Spanish cause, and the defeat of their armies, is inevitable ;; 
" and it will become my duty only to consider the safety of the British 
^^Army, and to take measures to withdraw it from a situation where,. 
^' without the possibility of being useful, it is exposed to certain defeat." 

In answer to those observations respecting General Castanos and the: 
Marquis of Romana, your Excellency informed me, to my great surprise,, 
that orders had been sent, ten days before, to the Marquis of Romana to* 
come and take the command of the Army of the Centre; and to leave 
that of the North, and of the Asturias, under the command of Gaieral 
Blake. 

It seems to me that a secret known to two-and-thirty persons (the number, 
of the Junta) might have been trusted to the Minister of his Britannic 
Majesty, without any gireat additional risk of its being divulged i although 
there had been no question of a fact so interesting, that t^p knowledge of it 
was necessary for a correspondence, upon which might depend the safety oi 
the English army. 

It appeared to me that your Excellency was not insensible to the justice 
of this reflection ; to which I might have added, that the news of the entry 
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of the Ff^hch* into ViiliKlolkr had beed oondceled from me; and^ wheii I 
enquired if there was any foundation for the rumotir whi<^ mentioned it, I 
was answered, that no official news had arrived that day^ except a import 
respecting the moving some pieces of artillery, I believe, to S^ovia. It was 
impossible for me to think, after such an answer, that authentic aocounte 
had actually brought certain information of the event respecting which I 
was demanding an explanation ; and that the fact was dissembled by an 
equivocation founded upon the non-arrival of the official dispatches from the* 
Commandant. 

The news of the defeat of General Blake, a piece of news which might 
have occasioned the total loss of the two divisions under General Moore and 
Sir David Baird, was undoubtedly communicated to me ; but not until the 
evening of the day which followed the arrival of the courier. I am £au: from 
feeling myself the slightest ill-humour towards persons extremely respectable^ 
and who, both in their answers and in their silence, only follow the system 
which has been traced out to them ; but it is my duty to expostulate strongly 
against the continuation of a system which, without ensuring secrecy towards 
the Enemy, establishes distrust and mystery, instead of that confidence which 
should be the foundation of the united plans, on which the fate of the war 
must depend. 

I have learned with much pleasure the news of recalling the disoi^anizing 
Commission which had been sent to the Army of the Centre ; as well as that 
of nominating Mr. de Morla, with full powers to confer and conclude with 
our Officers, upon all business respecting an effective system of co-operation; 
and I hope that these powers will be further enlarged, both as to execution 
atad deliberation. 

The Courier which was sent to the Marquis of Romana will have undoubt* 
edly carried an order to communicate freely with General Sir John Moore. 

I cannot finish without thanking your Excellency for the attention with 
which, at a first conference, you listened to the particulars of a representa* 
tion so extremely disagreeable. 

I beg, &c. &c. 

J. H. Fr£R£,: . 
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P^'&m Sir John Hibore to his ExceUency the Marfuh ki Ihmand. 

(See p. 110.) ' 

MY LOkb lAUiaUlS, SalamMca, 8 Dec. 1808. 

I TAKE the opportunity of writing to yba tfirougli 
the means of an Officer, whom I am goii^g to dispatch to Sir t). Baird. I 
have not yet received any certain infohnation respecting Madrid; but I 
have reason to beliete the people still hold oat. A letter from the Jmita 
of Toledo informs me, that it is tlieir intention to assemble there a body of 
tntkips ; and that the people ure determined to die sword in hand. 

General Castanos has received orders to retire upon Carolina, on the otficr 
side of the Sierra Morena. 

The people in this part of Spain are too lethargic ; they say they have no 
arms ;. they stand ia need of a head, to excite them, to unite them, and to 
command them. I propose, on the lOth inst. to make a movement upon 
Zamora and Toro, that I may be nearer General Baird and you. When I 
am informed what progress you have made in the organisation of your Army, 
we shall be able to concert measures together ; and I shall anxiously wait 
the reply to the letter which I had the honour to address to you on the 6th. 

Two General Officers were here a few days ago, sent by the Supreme 
Junta. They did not appear to me to have either the authorities or the 
information necessary for concerting any operation. I thought I could 
explain myself more satisfactorily to you. General, and I refused to enter 
upon any discussion with them. They were the Generals Escalante and 
B. General Bueno. 

I have the honour to be, &c» 

JetiH McKniE. 
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Erom the Marquis ofRcnnana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 130.) 

8IR> Head Quarleri, Leon, llth Dec. 1806. 

Your Excellency's two letters of the 6th and 8th inst have 
explained to me the cause of the, retrograde movements which you had di- 
rected^ of the divisions of the army under your Excellency's command; 
which I think very just and well-founded. 

I shall not venture to reply to the subjects of your two letters till I can do 
it by means of an Officer^ whom I will dispatch to*morrow to meet you at 
Zamora. In the mean while I shall prepare to efiect the much-wished-for 
junction with Y. E, 

I have the honour to renew to Y. E. 
&c. &c. &c. 

The MARauis de la Romana. 



To the Marshal Duke of Dalmatian commanding the id Corps of the Army 

at Saldana. The Vice Constable Major General. 

(Seep. 121.) 

MARSHAL DUKE OF DALMATIA^ Chamariin, Dec. \0, 1806. 

I READ to the Emperor your letter of the fourth of De- 
cember^ which was brought by one of your officers. His Majesty approves 
of all you have done. The 8th Regiment of Dragoons^ the S3d of Chasseurs^ 
the Regiment of Colonel Tascher^ and the Hanoverian R^ment, form two 
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brigades, commanded by the Generals Belte and Franceschi/ These iwo 
brigades are under your orders, and you can manoeuvre them as yoii think 
proper. The Emperor is of opinion, that, with the division Merle, atid the 
Division Mouton, together with the four regiments of cavalry, nothing can 
resist you. 

What are you to do? Take possession of Leon, drive back the enemy 
into Galicia, make yourself master of Benavente and Zamora. You can 
have no English in your front, for some of their regiments came to the 
Eseurial and Salamanca, and every thing evinces that they are in full retreat. 
Our advanced guard is this day at Talavera de la Reyna, upon the road to 
Badajos, which it will reach soon. You clearly perceive that this move- 
ment must compel the English to hasten immediately to Lisbon, if they are 
not gone there already. The moment. Marshal, you are sure that the Eng- 
lish have retreated, of which there is every presumption, move forward with 
rapidity. There are no Spaniards who can resist your two divisions. Order 
shoes and great-coats to be made at Leon, St. Andero, and Palencia. His 
Majesty grants every demand for improving your equipment. You may 
also require mules for your artillery, and horses to remount your cavalry ; 
but let it all be done according to the regular forms of administratioii. 

It is possible that, as soon as the Dragoons of General Millar shall arrive 
in Spain, the Emperor will send them to you ; but this cannot happen these 
fifteen days. At the distance you are. Marshal Duke, you must direct your- 
self, and look upon all I write as only general instructions. His Majesty 
imagines that you will take every measure to reduce the country between 
the Duero, Galicia, and the Asturias; always preserving most attentively St. 
Andero. The 5th corps, commanded by the Marshal Duke of Trevise, has 
received an order to direct its march to Saragossa. The 8th corps, under 
the Duke of Abrantes, whose 1st division arrived at Vittoria on the 12th, 
will probably receive orders to unite at Burgos, Gun-boats and armed 
vessels of every kind have orders to sail to St. Andero. Load them with 
confiscated English merchandize, cotton, wool, artiller}', and send all to 
France. 
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la ihort^ hold VaDadolid and Zflimora in subjection. V^l^dolid is m giMd 
iKflgj^ which has behaved well. It is thought to be very imftoetaat to ooc^ii|ijr 
Z^mor^ To i:x>nclade9 the Emperor thinks that you ean d^ what you.pleaae^ 
m SQoa as the ^glish retire to Lisbon. 

Five divisions of Castanos* best troops have been routed, with ewn less 
difficulty dian you found in beating the Andalusian*^ arm^ at Biii]§poft. The 
wreck vf Castanos' army is pursued by Marshal Bessieres ; who has cut 
tb^nx off from the road to Estrqmadura^ and is pwsuing them towanfa 
Valentiai several inarches beyond the Tagus. The ^mfuwx's bead-qvarters 
^e at Cbamartin, a little country-seat a league and a half from Madnd; 
lii$ M^iesty enjoys an excellent state of health* 

The City of Madrid is quite tranquil \ tha shops are all opefi, the puUic 
amufeiXK^nts are resumed^ and there is not the least apyiearaBee of t^ first 
piroposals having been strengthened by 4000 caamoQ-baHs. 

The Prince of Neufcwatel^ 
I Major-General. 

I will send you tx>-morrow a Prodamation, and aome decrees 0$ the 
Emperor ; in whjich you will recognise the style of him who was bom to 
coixiQiand the W(»id. 



The Marquis cif R^mana ta Sir John Moore. (See p» 152-) 
Sm^ Leon, Dec. Uth, 1808. 

From the forward movements which the army under Y. E,'s 
command is making, I am. induced to dispatch my aide-de-camp^ Mr« 
CNiell, with this letter, which will inform you of the destination <rf 

* Mistaken for the Estremaduran armv. 
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my army, and of my designs. I have now 90 thousand men pnreflent und^r 
arms^ whom I have began to clothe and to oi^ganiae ; but much is still 
wanting to complete the work, and there ave still at least two-thirds who 
are in want of clothing from head to foot 

Almost the whole army are without havre-sacks, cartouche-boxes, and 
shoes ; and, notwithstanding all the exertions I have made to that effect, 
I have not been able to succeed, the country offering so few resources, I 
expect all these articles from day to day, but the distance which they are 
from this retards the execution of my orders. If the provinces were a little 
more zealous, I doubt not but the army would by this time be fit to act in 
concert with that of your Excellency. So much for the situation of my 
troops : I will now communicate to Y. E. my plans. If the Enemy were 
not in front of me, I should not a moment doubt the possibility of uniting 
my forces with your Excellency's, and of concerting a decisive attack upon 
the troops who now surround Madrid; but, according to the best information 
there is a division, from about 8 to 10 thousand men, which extends from 
Sahagun to Almanza; and whose object, as far as I can judge, is to check my 
army, and to keep open the communication with the Mountains of Santan- 
der. Its position is along the Kttle river of Ce% and it occupies the villages 
of Sahaga% which strengthen its left ; its principal corps is at Saldwia, and 
its advanced posts at Cea and Almanza. From this last place they pusb 
their reconnoitring parties as far as Pedrosa, at the entrance of Valdeburon j 
and they expect to harass my left. As long as this corpe remains in thi» 
position I cannot abandon mine ; both because I cannot expose nor abandon 
this country, from whence I draw large sapplies of provisions, nor can I 
leave the Enemy a ft^ee passage to the Asturias, who woukl instantly take 
possession of this country^ and threaten th^ passage into Gralicia. As socn 
as I am able to manoeovre, I intend to push forward the corps whidi is in 
my front; aod at the same time Sir David Baird can shew the heads of 
cohirazis in advancing from B^navente upon the road toPaleneia. Thif 
combiBed movement widt oblige this division of the Enemy to fiill back upon 
Bey oosa, or even upon Burgos;. If we were once dear of fhis^ P«^^ ' <Jo not 
think it would be difficult for your Excellency to join wr* as w^ll as Sir 
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David Baird. I should very much wish to have an interview with Y. E. 
we might then smooth many difficulties. If I can effect it without com- 
mitting any error here, I shall repair as soon as possible to Tordesillas, and 
I shall not foil to give you timely notice of it. 

I have the honour to be, 
&c. &c. &c. &c. 

Th£ Marauis la Romana. 



JProm the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 144.) 

SIR, Lean, Dec.i9ih, 180S. 

I HASTEN to reply to your Excellency's letter of yesterday, 
dated from Casitronuero, to explain to you, that although I thought of mak« 
ing a retreat, it was only in consequence of the information which I receiv^ 
from. Sir David Baird, and that otherwise it was far from my intention. I 
have placed my advanced posts so as to be able to retreat in good order ; and, 
if Marshal So)ilt*9 poips.does not receive more considerable reinforcements, I 
have nothing to fear from my position, which is but temporary, and solely 
to reoipmise the army. I should wish to co-operate with Y. E. in the 
movement you are about to make upon Sahagun, and I shall only wait to 
learn when Y. E. proposes putting it into execution — to begin my march. 
I shall order a body of light troops to go round by tlie Mountains of Leon 
to Guardo, whilst the principal part of my troops will march upon Almanza> 
and from thence, coasting the river Cea, I shall move upon Saldana, 
where Marshal Soulf s corps is expected to be ; unless, as is reported, he has 
changed his position within these two days. The accounts say, that he has 
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left only 1500 men at Saldana; and that he has filed off the rest towards 
Guardo^ drawing nearer to the Mountains of Santander^ which border upon 
Leon and the Asturias. After all^ there is no great reUance to be placed 
upon the reports of the peasants^ who are not very accurate in their obser- 
vations ; and are^ besides^ confounded by the continual marches and coun- 
ter-marches of the Enemy. 

I have the honour to acquaint Y. £. that the bridge and entrance of Saha- 
gun are barricadoed with carts. 

If your Excellency has formed any other plans I hope I shall be made 
acquainted with them^ in the persuasion that I have no other wish than to 
act in concert with Y. £. in every things and to aid you^ to my utmost, in 
all your operations. I think that, for the present, there should be no 
thoughts of a retreat ; but that we should feel the pulse of the Enemy, and 
oblige them to retire from the Capital. * If Y. E. thinks it advisable, yre 
might have an interview at Benavente^ and it would perhaps be easier then 
to concert a plan of operations. 

I have this evening received letters from the Junta^ dated from Merida, 
in Estremadura, on the 13th, in which they announce to me that the 
people, at Madrid still hold out^ that the French have been repulsed and 
beaten on their way to Sars^ossa, and that afiairs are going on well in 
Catalonia. 

I beg Y. £• to accept the homage, 
&c. &c. &c. 

MARaUXS P£ LA ROMAKA. 
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From the Duke del Infant ado to 11. E. J. U. Frere. (See p. 147.) 

^IK^ CuewM, Dec. \Wi, 1808. 

I TuiNK it lily duty to announce to you, as our very good 
and faithful Ally, that, having been sent to tins Army of the. Centre, to 
endeavour to hasten its arrival to the Capital, in order, if possible, to save it s 
but not having been able to succeed in my design, and preparing in conse- 
quence to join tl^ Supreme Junta, I have found myself obliged by tlie 
Ganerikls, and forced by circumstances, to take the command of the Army, 
till I receive the decision of the Junta. It was unfortunately the spirit of 
insurrection and discontent among the soldiery which placed me at the post 
I now occupy ; and it is catainly a very disagreeable situation to have to 
cdreet inveterate eviU, and to set out with the measures necessary to re* 
establish that order and discipline wliioh have been totaUy neglected. 

I ca«not describe to you the state in which I found this body of finmished 
troops, without shoes, most of them without uniforms, wanting ammimition, 
having lost the greatest part of dieir baggage, reduced to about 9 thousand 
infantry and two of cavalry, and, to crown pll, having totally lost all confi- 
den9e in their commanders* From these circumstances I tliought it right to 
follow the plan adopted by my Predecessor, of coming to this mountainous 
country for a few days, in order to reorganise a little the troops ; to give an 
opportunity to some stragglers and recruits to join me, to give shoes and 
repose to the men and horses, and then to set forward upon some new ope- 
rations. But it is very important for their success, that these should be in 
. concert with those of the other armies, especially of the English ; and it 
would be, consequently, indispensably necessary, that we should mutually 
be made acquainted with each other's plans. Colonel Whittingham is ill at 
this moment, I should therefore wish that H. £. General Moore, the Corn- 



Digitized by 



Google 



321 

maiider*in*Chief^ should send me an experienced and confidential officer^ 
who can give me an account of the plan adopted by the General for this 
campaign^.and inform him of what we shall have agreed upon together^ rela- 
tive to the part which diis division of the Army can take in its execution. 
I shall be delighted if the choice should &11 upon Colonel Graham^ whom I 
had the honour of knowing at Mr. Stuart^s. 

I know not^ Sir^ when this letter will reach you^ for I am still ignorant 
where the Junta has stopped^ or established itself; and I believe that you are 
with it. My letter will not be less the testimony of my sihcerest a£^tion^ 
as well as the assurance of my highest esteem^ 

With which I have the honour^ 
&c. &c. &c. 

The Duke del Infantado. 



The Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 157.) 

W«> Leon, Dec. 21, rsoa 

I HAD the honouivto write to you on the 19th, in reply to the 
letter which Y. E. remitted to me through my aide:deK!amp^ Mr. O'NieUi 
and, not having had any accounts since/ I think it right to state, that I am 
desirous to co-operate in the attack which, it seems, it is Y. E.'s intention 
to make upon Saldana, that the success may be complete. The Enemy, 
when they have assembled all the forces which they have scattered about- 
at all points in the surrounding parts, will have at the utmost, according to> 
the best accounts I can obtain, from about 8 to 9 thousand in&ntry, and a 
thousand cavalry, with from 8 to 10 pieces of artillery. It would be of 

XT 
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greaX importance to surround this corps, and to destroy it, before its junc- 
tion with any other which Napoleon might send to reinforce it. If Y. E. 
determines upon this enterprise, I will make a movement with from 9 to 10 
thousand men, of those which are best clothed and armed, all the rest being 
nearly naked, and very ill equipped. 

If Y. E. gives me a speedy reply, I will set out to-morrow ; but I have 
the honour to observe to you, that, when the blow is once struck, I must 
return to my winter-quarters, for want of clothing and equipments for my 
troops. However, it will be time enough to talk of this at our interview, 
as well as to concert the plan of operations which we are to follow. 

I am persuaded that the Enemy is not strong, and that all the disasters we 
have witnessed are owing to the want of union in the operations of our armies. 
I have been informed by an Officer of Engineers, whom the Junta of Zamora 
have sent back to me from having some slight suspicions of his conduct, that 
the army of Palafox has received no check, as the Enemy give out ; but that 
he has been obliged to feiU back upon Saragossa, on account of Castahos* 
army having quitted Logrono, which he should not have abandoned. He 
gives very circumstantial details of the French army at Madrid, of the Em- 
peror, of Junof s division, and, in short, of particulars which I think it very 
necessary to acquaint Y. E. with, and from which it appears to me that 
we must absolutely have an interview. 

I have the honour, 
&c. &c. 

MARaUIS LA ROBIAMA. 
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Frwn the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 162.) 

SIR, Leimg9MDec.l&08. 

A CONFIPENTIAL peFSon whom I had placed on the river 
Duero has written to me, on the l8th instant, that he is assured, that the 
Enemy's troops posted at the Escurial are moving in this direction. 

He adds, that if the person who gave him this inteUigence should not 
arrive the same day, he would go himself to Villacastin, twelve leagues 
from Madrid, to watch the two roads ; the one of which leads to Zamora, 
and the other to Segovia. 

I hasten to give this information to your Excellency, that you may 
judge what measures are requisite to be taken. 

I have the honour, &c. 

The Marauis of Robcana. 



From the Marquis of Romana to Sir John Moore. (See p. 16$*) 

Mamitta, ^SdDec. 
SIR, . three c> clock in the eoening, 

I HAVE the honour to inform you of my arrival here with 
the troops which I intend to employ as auxiliaries to your movement. ^ 
I have only been able to lead out 7000 in&ntry, 120 cavalry, and eight 
pieces of artillery. The troops are cantoned in the space of a league and 
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a quarter round this town. The advanced posts are towards Saldana^ ez« 
cept one corps^ which I have sent to Villarmimio^ three leagues distant 
from Cea. 

I shall wait for your answer^ and shall not begin to march until your 
Excellency has communicated to me your plan and intentions* 

I request a positive answer^ to enable me to send orders at an early hour 
to the troops. 

I have the honour to be^ &c. 

The MARauis of Romana. 



TH£ END. 



ERRATUM. 
R W7, L 19, /or lieut-CoL NuU read lieut-CoL HuU. 



JOHN NICHOLS and SON, Printer, 
Red Lion Passa^, Fleet Street, London. 
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